I'maBa 35. O6BaTue

Poliky, Hecst Ha cimHe MaJis, mar 3a maroM npoOupasics CKBO3b TEMHEIN JIEeC.

HakoHel, 4€pHBEIY TyMaH Havajl PefieTh, BO3AYX IepecTas ObITh TAKUM BSI3KHUM, U CKBO3b [IEPEBbS
TPOOUIICS YUCTHIM, IPOX/IaiHbIM BETEPOK.

®nyopeciieHTHHIX TpU0OB CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHbIIIE, UX 3BE3MHOE CUSHUE yTracao. 3eMs
CTAHOBHJIACH CYIIIe ¥ POBHEE, a LIENKUE JTUAHbl ¥ CKOJIb3KUM MOX MCUe3aJIu.

BHes3amHO BIIepenu MEeJIbKHYII HpKHfI CBET, 03aPUB CyXHe BETKN U KaMHH.

PaiiK¥ ¢ pPalOCThIO IIOMHSIII TOJIOBY.

B nioTHOM, KaK TIOpeMHas CTeHa, ThMe Jieca IOSBUIIAch IIpopexa, TPoO0uTast COMHEYHBIMU Ty4aMH.
CBeT KOCo Tafiazl BHU3, CO3[laBasi MeXKAY NEPEBbSIMU 30JI0TUCTYIO 3aBECY — BBIXO[I.

OH moaTsHy MaJist MOBEIIIe, HAIPST HOTH U, 3a0bIB 0 00T U YCTAIOCTH, OPOCHIICS K CBETY.

BeTKku xjecTany 1o JIUIy, COJHIlE CTAHOBUIIOCH BCE ONIHKeE.

[Iar, gBa, TpH...

OH npopBa’sics CKBO3b IIOCIEHIO 3aBeCy ThbMEI U BhIlIeN u3 Jleca [Ipoknarou Hernasuctu.

CornHile mengpo OCHIIIAI0 UX CBOUMHU JIydaMU — TEIJILIMU, TIOYTH ropdag4YnuMH, OCJIEIINIAIOIIUMHU, HO
TaKVMH YCIIOKaUBaAIOIITUMMU.

OceHHUY BETEP T'YJISI II0 XOJIMY, KOJIBIXas KEJITO-3eJIEHYI0 TPaBy. Y OIYILIKH Jieca MAacaoCch CTafo
6eTOXBOCTHIX OJIEHEH, IEHUBO TIOMaXUBast YIIaMU ¥ XBOCTAMH.

Paliku, rsigsd Ha 3a/IUTHIE COTHIIEM JIyTa ¥ XOJIMHI, C 00JIeTYeHueM BEIIOXHYI:

— ...YépT, s HAaKOHEI-TO BLIOPasCs!

Ha ckjioHe X0JIMa CBETHIIO COJHIIE, He00 OBITIO0 MPOH3UTENIbHO-CHHUM, 110 HEMY JIEHUBO IIJIBIIA PegKue
Oenvle o6maka. Cpeny 3e7€HBIX KYCTAPHUKOB ¥ IUKUX TPaB BUOHEJIKWCh BalyHHI, @ HAa CKJIOHE POCIIH
BBLICOKME COCHBI, UX XBOA OLLJIa OKaWMJIeHA 30JI0TOM.

BenoxBocThIE OJIEHY, IpeMaBIlIie Ha COJIHIIE, TP BUMIE €T0 TYT 3Ke BCKOYUIIM, HaBOCTPUIIU VIIIH U,



nepeGI/IpaH KOIIBITIIaMHM, CKPEIJIUCH U3 BULY.

Paliku Me[IJIeHHO IEJI, KaK BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 110 HOCY YTO-TO IIIEKOYET, a I'yOnl CTau
BJIAXKHBIMH.

KpynHEle Kamm moTa cTekanu co jiba, MUMO I'1a3, 110 IleKaM, 4, IIoafasi B POT, OCTaBIISIIN TOPHKO-
COJIEHBIY IIPUBKYC.

[Tox conHILIEM BCS yCTan0CTh, 00JIb, TOJIOBOKPYXKEHKE U XKaxka, KOTOPHe OH IOJaBIIAN, HAaX/IBIHYIIH C
HOBOU Ccujiou. KOHEUHOCTH TOMUJTIO, B BUCKAX CTy4aso.

OH TONBKO Cceiyac 0CO3Hal, YTO HECKOJIBKO YacoB HEC Ha cefe B3POCIIOr0 MyXKUYKHY, 663 eIbl ¥ BOMH,
la elle ¥ ¢ Kydel paH.

[lepep ra3aMu MOTIJTBUTH 30JI0TEIE KPYTH, B yIlIaX 3a3BEHETI0, CIIOBHO POM MyX, TOPJIO TEPECOXIIO0, a
IbIXaHKWE CTAJIO TSKEJEIM, C IPUBKYCOM PXKABYKHEL.

PYKI/I, OEP2XKaBIIINe Mans, OPOZKaJlkd OT YCTAJIOCTH, MBIIIIIBI CITMHEI OKaMEeHEJIN U, Ka3aJIOCh, BOT-BOT
IIOPBYTCH.

Ddyx...

U xTO CKasall, 4To 5 N3HEeKEHHHN dPHUCTOKpPaAT, KOTOprfI " Oary CTyIIUTh HEe MO2XKeT oe3 CJ'[y1"?

ITa s MpPOCTO XKeJe3HbIN.

CHayaJla HECKOJIBKO CTPEJI B TeJIO, Ha CJIefyIOIIUN eHb — B3DHIB, IafleHNe C JIOUIay, TBOWHOM YPOH,
[ECSITOK I1ePeJIoOMOB U OOIMIMPHEIE YIIUOHL.

[ToToM — CTpaHHHIM COH, TPOOYXKIEeHNE, OTBPATUTEIIbHbIN YEPHBIHM TyMaH, KOTOPHIN YyTh HE
TIOTJIOTHJI €0, ¥, HAKOHEIl, MHOTOKUJIOMETPOBEIN MapI-0POCOK C TOBApHUIIEM Ha CIIHHE...

Kaxk s aTo cmenan? IIpocTo xapakop.

Ho ero cumbl ObLIM Ha UCXOTE.

T'onoBa 6OMHUT... BCé Teso OOJIUT...

...HyXHo... HaliT¥ MeCTO AJI OTHBIXA.



OH goméen go 0OJBIIOr0 BajyHa Ha CKJIOHE X0JIMa, ONMyCTUII Mass ¥ caM PyXHYJI PSOOM, Kak
COYBIIUUCS MSY.

— Yépr... HaKOHeI-TO B 6€30IIaCHOCTHU... — OH 3aIlIPOKUHYJI TOJIOBY, TJIAMs B CHee HeGOo, ¥ TT03BOJIUI
OCEHHEMY BETPY TPeIaTh ero BOJIOCH ¥ CYIIUTh IOT Ha J0y.

OH BBITSIHYJI PYKY, ITOKa3aa HeOy CPefHuH Tael ¥ CPHIBAIOLIMNMCS, HO TOPXKECTBYIOIIUM I'0JI0COM
KPUKHYIT:

— [Mowmeén ThI, 9¥MOC, ¥ TBOM I'pebaHkIil 37101 60r Mopukoy! XoTuTte MeHsa yOUTh? Xex...

— Meurarite!

Paiiku goctan u3 CyMKU (JIAry ¢ BOLOM U 3aJIIIOM €€ OCYIIUTL.

3aTeM OH BBITEP JIUIIO YUCTHIM IJIATKOM, CTUPAsi KPOBb U TPSI3b.

— M-Mm...

Manb, exaBIIni PSAOM, BOPYT 3aCTOHAI U TOIIEBEIIUIICS.

Pa1iku, KOTOPHIM ¥ TaK HE CBOAUII C HETO IJ1a3, TYT XKe BCKOYUII ¥, OIIyCTUBIIKCH Ha KOJIEHH, C
TPEBOTOM U HafleXO0U YCTaBUJICS Ha HETO.

Manb HaxMypuCs, er0 PECHULBI APOTHYIIH, U Yepe3 HEeCKOJIBKO CEeKYH] OH Me[JIEHHO OTKPHIJI TJIa3a.

CorHIIe TYT K€ yOapwio B HUX, ¥ OH peIEKTOPHO 3aKMYPHUJIC.

Paliku, yBUIEB 9TO, MOPTHYII U, TOJHSB PYKY, 3aCJIOHUII €MY JIUIIO OT COJIHIIA.

— ...l Kt0? YTto nmpoucxogut?!

Maib, OTKPHIB I'JIa3a ¥ YBUAEB Haf CO60 PACIIBIBYATOE TISITHO, MHCTUHKTUBHO BCKOYUT U
3aMaxHYJICS AJisg yaapa.

— 9W, o, aut! He Geit, 3T0 51! — PaiiKu MOCIEIIHO OTOEPHYT PYKY H, OTIION3as Ha3af, IIIOXHYJICS Ha
3eMJIIO.

Kaxkou cBupensi!



Y artoro nekaps ciuImkoM 6ypHEIe pedIeKCH.

YcnrimaB ero ronoc, Majb 3aMep, ero KyJjlak Tak ¥ OCTaJICSl B BO3MyXe, a 3aTeM Me[IJIeHHO
OTIyCTHJICS.

OH cer, IOTEP BUCKH, KOTOPLIE, Ka3aI0Ch, BOT-BOT PACKOJIIOTCS, U, IIPUIIYPHUB JIEBLIM I'/1a3, C TPYOOM
OTKPBLI IIPaBhI.

— ...Pouiku?

— Ara, — Poaiiku gocTan U3 KapMaHa ofo6paHHbEIe 0YKH M OCTOPOXKHO MPOTSHYT eMy. — BoT, TBOM
OYKH.

Marb HaOIOYIIb B34 OYKH U HaOEJl UX.

Mup TyT ke 00pEN YETKOCTD.

OH MOpPrHYJI ¥ TePEBEJT B3TJIAN Ha YeI0BeKa mepern co6oi.

Paliku cupern Ha KOPTOYKaX, OMEePEBIINCh PYKaMU O KOJIEHU, U CMOTPEJI Ha HET0 C TPEBOTOM U
HAaCTOPOKEHHOCTHIO. B ero riasax miscanyd UCKOPKHU, CJIOBHO Y YEPHOTO KOTEHKA, KOTOPHIM X0UeT
IIOJOUTH, HO OOUTCH.

CoJHIle 0CBeIaso Uil PaWKu, ¥ ero ajble I'a3a CUSIIM, KaK PYyOUHH «TOMyOUHAs KPOBb», TOIBKO
YTO M3BJIEYEHHEBIE U3 OTHS. B I[eHTpe uX 3payKu MOparuBajy, B HUX CBEeTHUIACh HECKPhEIBaeMast
PagoCTh H... e[[Ba 3aMeTHas 00uaa.

JIETKui BETEPOK TpeIlas ero pacTpENaHHble YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI.

Bricokuii HOC, neTsiue OPOBY, IIMHHLIE PECHULIB, 0TOpackBalolle TEHb Ha Oelyio KOXKY,
TIPUOTKPHITHIE BJIaXKHbIE TyOBl HEXKHO-PO30BOI0 I[BETA, CJIOBHO JIETIECTKY BECEHHETO IIBETKA,
IIOKPHITHIE POCOU.

2KuBoi.

Patikn nepeng HUM OBLTT TAKUM 2KHBBIM, TaKUM HACTOSALIWM, KaK U IIATHCOT JIET Ha3ap...

Kak TOT Majb4yuK, KOTOPLIM, BEIOPABIIMCE U3 [103eMbsI, BECh B paHaX, HO C CHSIOUMMH Tla3aMH,
BIIEPBLIE YBHUIEJI COJIHIIE, PAJOCTHO 3aKPYKHUJICS B €ro0 JIydax, a 3aTeM, IIOBePHYBIIKCh, IPOTIHY I
€My PYKY, CJIOBHO [apsi eMy BeCh CBET MHUpa.



Marb 3aCThIJI, TJISAS Ha Hero. Ero ceppiie MpomyCTHIO YOap, CJIOBHO €T0 YTO-TO TOJIKHYIIO, U
IOBIXaHue COUIOCE.

Ho B 9TOT caMbIii MUT B €T'0 CO3HAHUY BCIIJIbIIA Jpyrad KapTUHa...

B 3amke Cromnuiibl [laHmeMOHNYM, CKOBAaHHBIY 3€JIEHBIMU MaruieCKUMU KOJIblIaMU U KeJIe3HBIMU
IIETISIMHU, B OMMHOYECTBE 3aTOYEHHBIM B BLICOKOH OaltHe PoKKM — ¢ MEPTBLIM B3TJISIIOM, O THEIMU
ry6aMu, UCXyHOaBIIUY U KaJTKHUH.

ToT, KTO HUKOTa He CKJIOHSII TOJIOBHI, He IIPOCHII MTOIAAk ¥ He MOKa3kiBaa C1a00CcTH, gaxe Oyoydu
HUIIMM, ITPEBPATHIICS B... TAKOe.

OH OB ITOX0XK Ha YBSHAIOILIYI0 PO3Y, XPYIKYI0 U 0€33alUTHYI0, KOTOPasi, Ka3aioch, PACCHILIETCS OT
OIOHOT'0 TPUKOCHOBEHMUSI.

I'pyas Mans coaBuio, CJIOBHO XKeJle3HOM PYKOU, ¥ OH Ha MTHOBEHUE IlepecTall OblIlaTh.

Her... oH He OOITYCTHUT 3TOTO.

Huxkorpga!

— Mars, cnaBa 6oraM, TH HAKOHEI-TO OYHYJICS!

Paiiku, yBUIEeB, YTO TOT IPUILEN B ce0st u Oosblile He coOupaeTcs ApaThes, C 06/IerueHrueM B3[OXHYII,
TIOOOOBUHYJICS O¥Ke U XJIOMHYJII €T0 I10 IIeyy.

— Kaxk THI? Bceé...

He ycnen oH [OTOBOPUTH, KaK MyKUYKMHa Ilepefi HUM Pe3K0 OBUHYJIICS.

MaJth BCKOYHII ¥ C CHUJIOMH TIPUKaJ ero K cebe.

— ...B mopsigke? ...A?

Paiiku 3aMep, OTKPHIB POT, HO TOT IIPUKAJ €T0 T'0JIOBY K CBOEMY IIJIedy.

Manpb 0OHUMAI ero KPEIIKO, OTYasdHHO, CJIOBHO 00s1Ch CHOBA IIOTEPATH, CJIOBHO IIBITAsACh BOABUTH €T0
B ce0si, YTOOKI O0JIbIIIe HHUKOTI'Ia HE OTIIYCKATh.

Paliku mazke 4yBCTBOBaJ, KakK O€II€HO KOJIOTUTCS €ro Cepflle, OTAABasiCh B ero COOCTBEHHOM I'PYAH.



Ero YXO IIPHUKaJIOCh K IIIee Marnsd, u oH YYBCTBOBAJI TEIIJIO €TI0 KOXKHM, HYBCTBOBAJI, KaK IIO[ Hel
AOPO2KAT MBIIIITHIL.

Poaiiky, 3apa3uBIIUCh €T'0 CUTTBHEIMU 9MOLMSIMY, 3aTaull JbIXaHUE, U ero cepiale cOuIoch ¢ puTMa.

— ...Mans, rocnoguH MyH?

[ToueMy nexapb BOPYT CTasl TAKKUM... 3-3, IBIJIKUM?

CTpaHHOG OlmyIieHue.

Ho, Bupg, KaK IpoxXkuT Manb, Paliku cMATUMIICS U, B3JOXHYB, OOHSJI €T0 B OTBET.

— Bcé B mopsigke, — OH yIRIOHYJICS, ¥ €ro yiei0Ka Oblna TEMIoN, KaK ConHIle. — MEI B 6€30I1aCHOCTH.

Cka3zaB 3T0, 0H, KaK B3POCJIbIY, yTelIalomui pe6EHKa, ITOXJIONal ero Mo CIuHe.

— He 6oiics1, BCEé x0poIIIo. ..

«...» Teno Mang TyT XKe HanIpsariocs.

B cremyroInyio CeKyHIy OH C HEIIPOHHUI[AeMEIM JIUIIOM OTTOJIKHYJI €T0, TOIIPABUI OYKH U
pa3mpaxEHHO MOCMOTPEIT Ha HEro.

— ...Paliku, ecnu He yMeelh TOBOPUTH, JIyUIle MOJTYH.

— YTO0 3HAUYUT, HE YMeI0 FTOBOPUThL? — BO3MYTUJICS Paliku.

Mans yCTaa0 B3JOXHYJI, MAXHYJI pYKOﬁ 1, OIIEPEBIIXCH O 3€MJII0, BCTAJl.

Ho, KaK TOIbKO OH ITOMHSJICS, €T0 II0BeJIO, ¥ OH, MOIIATHYBIIKCH, YyTh HE yIIall.

K cuyacTtrio, Poiiku BOBpeMS CXBaTHUII €T0 3a PYKY.

— Tol B mopsApke? Xo4ellb NUTh? — OH MOCIEIIHO A0CTan QJiary U MPOTSHYI eMY.

Marb B35 (1)]'[5{1"}7, HO IUTH He cTal. OH IIPHUCIJIOHUJICA K KaMHIO, 3a2KdB BHCKH.

I'onoga PacCKaJlbiBajllaCh, OH €[JBa MOI' TOBOPHUTE.



On IIOCMOTPEII Ha Marnd4eCkKue PyYHEI Ha THIJIBHOK CTOpPOHE JIaJOHH, €T0 JINIIO IIOTEeMHEIJIO.

ITOT IPOKJISATEY KOHTPAKT «KiieTka BIIOOIEHHEBIX»... I TAK ¥ 3HAJI, YTO BCE HE TaK IIPOCTO!

Temeps OH MOHS, KakK OH paboTaeT: Paliku MpuHUMaeT Ha ce0s Gu3ndecKuil ypoH, a OH —
MEHTaJIbHBIH!

[Tpu BocmoMuHAHUYU 0 My4uTeNIbHOM OmbITe B Jlecy [Ipoknaror HeHaBucTu ero BUCKU
3ally/IbCUPOBAU eIl€ CUTIbHEE.

OH OBIJTT BLIHYKIEH 3aHOBO IIEPEXUTh BCE CTPAflaHUs ¥ KOIIIMapPhl CBOEH THICSUYEeIeTHEN XKU3HU: B
TIOJTHOJTYHME ero POOUTesed yOuIu Ha ero rila3aX, B OCEHHUH MONINEHb BEIPE3aJi BCIO CEMBIO €0
IPUEMHBIX POJUTENEN, Ipy3bs U ONM3KKMe, OOUH 3a APYTUM, Torubaii...

U camoe yxKacCHOe, OH, TIOANaBIINCh UCKYILIEHUIO, B CBOEM CHE Ilepecmnar ¢ Paiku!

Marnb cXBaTHUIICS 3a TOJIOBY, €T0 JIUI0 TO GJIEeHHEN0, TO KPacHETO.

U camoe cTpalHoe OBIJIO TO, YTO IIOCTIE BCETO 9TOT0 MYYUTEIBHOTO IIPOLITIOro, 00bsATUS Patiku
II0Ka3aJIuCh €MY... IDEKPaCHBIMU.

C1oBHO ero 6e3paJIOCTHaH, CKY4YHas 2KM3Hb HAKOHEII-TO 06pena CMEICII.

Bo cHe Temmno, IpUKOCHOBEHHUS, TaxKe ApoxKalllee ObixaHue PaiiKy, KOTra TOT IjakKall, — BCE 9TO
BEI3BIBAJIO 3aBUCHUMOCTE, XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI 3TO [JINJIOCH BEYHO.

Ecnu OvI He TOT BHE3AITHEIN GEIBIA CBET, KOTOPHIM Pa3pyIIn U030 ¥ BHIPBAJT €Tr0 U3 MIeHa
KOIlIMapa, oH Obl, HaBepHOe, OKOHYATENTbHO TIOTEePSIT PACCYOOK U CTasl Okl Oe3yMIleM.

— HeynuButenbHO, 4TO 3TO... Jlec [IpoknsiToit HeHaBUCTH, TOPOXKAEHHEIM THICSYENIeTHEN 3110001 1
HEHABUCTHIO MUpA JIIOfeH... — MpoOopMOTasl OH.

— 9, T 4TO TaM OopMoyelh? — P3MKU HAKJIOHUIICS K HeMy, ¢ 6ECITIOKOMCTBOM TSI Ha HET0. —
Masb... TH TOYHO B IIOPSIIKE?

Manb He TIOJHS T'OJIOBHI, IUIIb MeJIEHHO MOMHSI PYKY U IOKa3asl eMy yKa3aTeIbHBIN ITasiel], IIPoCcs
OOk OATh.

Patikn HaOyJiCsd, HO HU4YETro He CKa3all. OxH cen pAOOM, CKpeCTUB HOTH, U IIPUHATICA Hepe6npaTb CBOHN
Belld B CYMKe.



JIETKWi BETEPOK IIeIECTENT TUCTBOM.

CnycTsi HEKOTOpOe BpeMs TojioBHast 60/1b yTuXja, © Majb, HaKOHEIl, OTKPBIJ I'/1a3a, riIy0oKo
BBIJJOXHYB.

OH OTKPYTHJI KPHIIIKY (QIISITH, caesa II0TOK U, TPOMOYUB T'OPJIO, CIIPOCUIT:

— Paiiky, Kak TBOM paHBI? YTO... YTO CIIy4YUnIoch B jiecy? Kak Mbl BEHIOpaIuCh?

— Mou paHbI? — P31iKu TOOHSAJ rON0BY U MOPrHYI. — [louTy 3axunu!

3aTeM OH BKpaTlle paccKa3all, KakK, OpUeHTHPYSCh 1o rpubaM, BEIBEII UX U3 Jieca.

— Yrto? — youBuiacs Masnb. — ThI OBIT TaK TSIKEJ0 PAaHEH U yXKe MOYTH 3TOPOB? ITO XOPOIIO...

— ITocrotii!

Ero Ton PE3KO0 U3MEHUJICA, CJIOBHO OH YTO-TO BCIIOMHHII.

— KoToptiii cefivac yac? CKOJIbKO MBI OBIJIM B JIeCy?
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