'naBa 23. BymepaHT cyab0BI

Kaptuna TOTO0, KaK fieBouka 50601 HaMepeHHO Bpe3aeTcCs B HEeTo, BCILIXHYJIA B €T0 CO3HAHUU. Patiku
MT'HOBEHHO BCE IIOHSII.

Bymyuu B MpOLITIOM MaJIeHbKUM HUIIUM, OOUMCTHBIINM HEe OOUH KapMaH B XpaMe CBeTa, OH
CJIUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3HaJl BOPOBCKHUE yI0BKY b000Ou.

Io gero e 00MIHO, YTO U3-3a PAaHEHUs OH He CMOT CpearupoBaTh BoBpeMs! Kakoii mo3op!

OH, npeBo3Moras 00JIb B HOTE, TYT JKe BCKOUMJI ¥, YKa3aB Ha MBITABIIYIOCS yIU3HYTh 50601,
3aKpuyan:

— IleBuoHka! BepHU M0O10 CYMKY!

YcnriaB SpoCTHHM Kpuk Paiiku, 5o06u B3mporuyna. [I0HSAB, YTO €€ PaCKPHIIA, OHAa UHCTUHKTUBHO
Opocunach 6eXaTe.

Ho B cnenmytomyto ceKyHOy Iepeq Hel, CI0BHO U3 HUOTKYLa, BO3HUKIIA Ipu3padHas purypa,
IIperpajuBllIas eu myTe.

9TO OB LIEJIUTEIb.

Man cTosin nepeq Hel, 3a70KUB PYKU 3a CIIMHY, U C YIIBIOKOM MPOU3HEC:

— Bo606wu, xopoiire 0eBOYKH HE BOPYIOT.

Pyka ¢ TOHKUMU, apUCTOKPATUYECKUMU TIaJIbI[aMHU TOSIBUIACh U3-3a CIIUHEI U Obl/Ia MPOTSHYTA
OTKPHITOM NafoHbI0 epen bo6owu.

— Bepnu cymKy Paniku. OHa He TBOS.

Ero rosoc ObIJT MATKUM, HO TEMHO-KapHe Ija3a 3a CTEKJIaMHU OYKOB CJIerkKa IPUOTKPBIIACH, U €T0
B3TJISI] CTAJI HEITPOHUIIAEMEIM.

Bo066u, oHsB, 4TO €€ moiMasy Ha Kpaxe, mobefiHena, ¥ B €€ Tila3ax MeJIbKHY UCIYT.

Ho, oueBunHO, OHa OBl/Ia OTILITHOM BOPOBKO#. [TaHWKa Ha e€ NuIle IpofepKanach Wb MTHOBEHUE, U
OHa OBICTPO B3sy1a ce0s B PYKHU.



— CyMKy? Kakywo CyMKy?

OHa BBIIPSIMUTIACH U, TIOTHSB T'OJIOBY, IIMPOKO paclaxHyja CBOM OpaHkKeBHIe Ila3a, n3o0paxkas
KpaunH0l0 HEBUHHOCTb.

— Kak CyMKa TOro 00IBIIIOTO 6paTI/IKa MOrJia OKa3aThbCAa Y MeHs?

YcnrimaB 370, Man TUX0 yecMexHycs. Ero cMex ObT HU3KUM U 3arafOuyHbBIM.

Bo66u 3aMepiia ¥ HEBOJIBHO COPOTHYIIACh.

— Ona y Te6s BO BHYTpeHHEM KapMaHe, BEpHO?

Ero romoc ocraBajncsa MATKUM, DaxkKe HEMHOI'O JIEHUBEIM.

Bo006u MHCTUHKTUBHO IIpUXkKala PyKy K MecTy, rhe Obljia cripsiTaHa cCyMKa. E€ masnblibl CKalluch, a B
r7a3ax MeNbKHYJ XUTPhIH OTOHEK.

B cnepytormyio ceKyHIy OHa cheliana 00MaHHOe [IBUKEHME, CJIOBHO COOUPasich OPOCUTHCS BIEPEM, HO
Ha CaMOM [ieJjie pBaHyIacCh B CTOPOHY, K KyCTaM.

Ho eé nnaH mpoBamuics.

B TOT caMBIif MOMEHT, KOTHa OHa Iarxysa, Mal TIeHWBO IIPOTSHYI PYKY U, CXBATUB €€ 3a IIUBOPOT,
TIOJHSIJT B BO3[YX, CJIOBHO KOTEHKA.

— A-a! Ornyctu meHs!

Bo060u moBucya B BO3AyxXe, OTYasHHO OEpras pykaMu ¥ HoraMu, HO BCE OblI0 6ecrione3Ho.

'nsaps Ha OPBIKAIOIIYIOCS, KaK B3BEPOILIEHHBIN KOTEHOK, 50061, Mar momnpaBuil OYKU U CO B3[OXOM
IIOKavasl T'OJIOBOM.

— A¥i-1, ToTtanach u perusia c6exarh?

— IToxoxe, MBI CIIACTIN TIJIOXYIO IEBOUKY.

C 3TUMHM CJI0BaMU OH JIETKUM [BUKEHUEM IajIblla IOOIENUI IIHYPOK CYMKY, TOPYABIIUY U3-3a
na3yxu o066y, BEITALUI €€ U IPOTSAHY Paiku.



Bo66u IMOKpPaCHeJIa OT 3JIOCTH U, pa3MaXuBasd PYKaMHU, 3aKpHu4dalia:

— Ortpan!

YcnbimaB 3to, Paiiku 4yTh He paccMesinicst. OH ynép pyku B 60KY UM, OKPYTJIUB T'Jla3a, BO3MYTHUIICS:

— Otpats? [Ja y Te0s1 COBECTh €CTh? ITO MOSI Belllb!

OH OTKPHIT CYMKY ¥ GBICTPO ITPOBEPUIT COIEPIKUMOE.

K cuacThi0, HECKOIBKO IECSITKOB THICSY 30JI0THIX MOHET, CMEHHAS OfeXKa, JparoleHHbe KaMHHY H...
Te JIaTyHHbIe KapMaHHBIE Yackl, KOTOPHEIE TOT Y€JIOBEK ITOflapyI eMy COTHH JIeT Ha3aj, — BCE ObIJIO Ha
MecCTe.

OH c o6nerueHreM B3[OXHYII U, XOJIOOHO (EIPKHYB, TIEHUBO OpOCUTI B3I Ha 5o60wu.

— Pa3 Huuero He npomnano, s He Oyay ¢ To00# CBI3bIBAThCSA. — LlenuTenb, OTIHyCTH €.

C 9THMU CJIOBaM¥ OH [OCTAJI M3 CyMKH CMEHHYI0 0feXMy, HeOpeKHO IIEPEKUHYTI €€ Yepe3 370POBOe
JIeBOE TIJIeY0 ¥ HeTepIIeIMBO MaxXHYJI PyKo# B cTOpoHy bo60u.

— KaTtucse oTciofia, moka g He HepeuyMan! Hcye3Hu ¢ MOUX Ijia3, HeMe[JIeHHO!

YcnrimaB 3T0, Marn ¢ ynbIiOKoi pa3zKall maibIlbl.

— Au!

BuesanHo oTnyuleHHas, 5060y ImIEnHyIach Ha 3eMITIO.

— V-a-a-a!

Oma pacrmakajaack OT 00K, BCKOYMIIA U, OTPSIXKUBAs IIBUTh, 37100HO IIOCMOTpETa Ha Maria.

— Lenutens, TH TpenaTenb! ITOT KeHOMOmOOHEIN ypoy Tebst 0cKop6JIsii, s 3a TeOs 3aCTymuiIace, a
THI [IOMOT' €My MeHs [T0MMaTh?!

Ona ynépna PYKH B O0KH, €€ JU1I0 H06anOBeH0 OT THEBA, X OHa 3alIPkIT'ajia Ha MECTE.

— Ecnu 011 g He OecloKouIach, YTO OH CHOBa HAYHAT TeOs o0MKaTh, g Obl HaBHO cOexana! MeHs OLI



He noumasnu!

— Tooy! Jluremep, 51 B Tebe omubdacs!

Parikny, HepGOHeBaBMHﬁCH B IIaTpe, YCIIbIIIAl eé KPHUKH, U €ro yIInu HEBOJIBHO JIépHYJII/ICB.

XM, 3TOT TOH... IOYEMY OH KaXXeTCsd TaKUM 3HaKOMBIM?

OH He yaepzKalcs U BHITISHYNI HapyXky. OH yBupen, kak bo00u, yrepeB pyku B 00KM, KDUYUT Ha
Mara. E€ nuno, Tak 1moxoxee Ha ero cCOOCTBEHHOE, Ha CEMb-BOCEMb [I€CSTHIX, UCKA3UJIOCh OT THEBA.
Bripaxenue nuna Paliku cTano KpaHe CII0KHBIM.

...épr.

OTa OeBUYOHKA — BBIJIUTHIN OH.

Ha kpacuBoM mnuiie 50601 unTancs rHeB, €€ OpaHKeBHIE TJIa3a TOPEIU OTHEM, KOTOPHIM B CBETE
KOCTpa TO BCIILIXUBAJI, TO yTacasl, fefas eé oxXoxkel Ha Pa3bIPEHHOT0, B3LEPOIIEHHOT0 KOTEHKA.

— IIa 9TO THI NBHIOUIILCS, ¥ TeOS YTO, U0 MTapaln30Bao?! — oHa CBUPEINO IMOCMOTpesia Ha Marna u
pas3pasunach OpaHbio. — Thl JyMaelllb, pa3 cllac MeHs, TaK Telepb MHe OTell, U S AOoJIKHa Te0s
CIyIIaThCs?

— IIa momén Tet! He cTpoit u3 cebs cBATOLIY, MeHS OT Te€0s TOITHUT!

— 4 BCE moHSsTa, TH C 3TUM MEeP3KUM apUCTOKPATOM 3a0gHO, ONMH Apyroro xyxe! Tody!

Pariku: «...»

...UEépT, KaKoi IPA3HBIU POT.

OH CO CJI0XKHBIM BHIPazKeHHEeM JIUIla CIIPSTacs 00paTHO B IIATEP U MOCIEIINIT TepPeoaeThCs.

BcenrwinbuuBasi, rpybasi, ynpsmas, 6poasizkKa, BOPOBKa...

IInoxo meno, oHa Bcé OoJbIle HAIIOMUHAJA eT0 B eTCTBE.

Hapges camoru, Paliku TyT 3Ke BBIIIEN U3 IIaTPa U, yKa3aB Ha 50060, KpUKHYIT:



— Ou! [leB4oHKa, 3aKpOii POT!

OH mopomén K Many, 3acioHUB ero cobo, 1 CypoBO ocMoTpes Ha bo6ou.

— LlenuTens pUCKOBAJT XXKU3HBIO, YTOOH! CIIACTH TeOs, maa Tebe ey, TeKapCTBa ¥ JaXe JEeHbI'H, a TH
TaK C HUM obpaiiaentbcsi? Y Te6si COBECTh €CTh?

3aTeM OH ITOBEPHYJICS K CTOSAIIEMY 3a ero CIHHOM Maiy ¥, HaXMypUBIIKUCh, HEJOBOJILHO CKa3al:

— MyH, u TH x0pout. ITo3BoJIselb 3T0 JeBUYOHKe TakK cebOst BeCcTu? TH 4TO, U3 BaTHl CAEIaH?

Man moGpoayiHo yARIOHYJICS ¥ IoXKaJl IedyaMu.

— OX... 4YeCTHO I'OBOPSI, B IETCTBE Y MeHS ObLJI APYT, KOTOPHIM YaCTO TakK XkKe Ha MeHsI KpudaJl.

OH NpUILYPUJICS U C TOpeyYblio N00aBHUII:

— Jla ¥ TEI CO MHOM pa3roBapUBaelllb IPUMEPHO B TOM XKe TOHE.

—4d BeOb IIPOCTO XOTEJI IIOMOYb, d B UTOT€... 3X, KaXKeTCA, 51 U BIIPAaBOY BCEM TdK HE HPABIIIOCh.

Psiiku cTasno He 1o cebe.

YeCTHO TOBOPS, 3TOT IIEIUTENh... 32 UCKTIOYEHNEM TOT0, YTO MHOTHA OBIBATT I3BUTEJIEH U
CaMOBOJIbHO OPOCHUJICS TIOT CTPENy, TpeqHa3HauyeHHy0 Bo06u, Ha caMoM fefie He ObIT TAaKUM YK
HEIPUSITHEIM.

Hamnpotus, B [lepeBHe OmnaBmux JIucTheB, Onarogaps eMy, OH CMOT ITOOEOUTEL TOTO CEKTaHTa,
Jumoca.

W To, 4TO OH cIlac 3Ty [eBOYKY, BO3MOXKHO, OBIJIO ITPOCTO MHCTUHKTOM.

Ecmu GBI OH TOT[IA HEe ITPOSIBUIT HEKOTOPYI0 HEOCTOPOKHOCTE ¥ He MPOIYCTU Ty CTPEY, LIeTUTEIII0
He MPUIIIOCh OBl OPOCATHCS Ha €€ 3aIUTY.

Tak 4TO... Ha caMOM [iejie, KaXkeTCsi, OH He COBCEM BMHOBAT B €T0 PaHax.

[TepeoneBasich, OH 3aMeTHUJI, KaK TIIATEIbHO OblI 00paboTaHbl ero paHbl. BUHTE OBLIH HATOKEHEI
TYTO0, HO He caaBiuBanu. O4eBUIHO, TOT, KTO 9TO Aejall, 0OUeHb CTapacs.



U ou YYBCTBOBAJI cebst ropas3ao jaydine, 94eM KOraa IIPOCHYJICA. Bornb e Ovina, HO YXKe He TaKas
CHJIbHAsI, YTOOBI OH HE MOT OBHUTAThLCS.

LenuTensb... OH U BIIPpaBOy O4Y€Hb 3a00T/IHB.

['nsifst Ha TIOHUKIIETO, OTOPYEHHOT0 Masa, y KOTOPOro, Ka3asoch, laXke Ti1a3a MOBJIaXkHeNH, Poiku
CTJIOTHYI.

YT0-TO B €T0 CEPAIlEe APOTHYIIO.

— H-HeT, — He0BKO TPoOOPMOTAJI OH, €ro r'oJioC BIIePBHIE 3@ [I0JIT0e BpeMs 3amHyJics. — ITo 5o6ou
TIeperHysa manky.

OH moMoJT4as, ero B3risy 3aberasn. 3aTeM OH OTBEPHYJICS U THUXO, TOYTH MIETOTOM, C €[Ba YIOBUMOMH
HOTKO¥ BUHEI, OOABUI:

— HU... 9 Toxe.

[TmaMst KOCTpa OCBeIaso ero JIUIO, feiast ero KPaCHEIM, HO KOHYMKHY €T0 yuiel ObIIM emlé KpacHee.

— ...IlpocTn.

PaliKu CTOSIJI, OITyCTHB TOJIOBY ¥ C2KaB KyJIaKM, HE Pelasich 00epHYTHCS U IIOCMOTPETH Ha Mara.

A-a-a-a!

Bcero HeCKOIBKO MUHHYT Ha3al OH KpH4aJl EMY B JIMII0, YTO HEHABUOUT €0 U HUKOI'Ma HE IMPOCTHUT...

CkasaTh Takoe, a Tellepb U3BUHATLECA — 3TO XK€...

Kaxkoi cteig!

IToka Paiiku OBII B IIIOKE OT TOI'0, YTO CMOT TMIePecCTyIInuThb 4epe3 CBOIO TOPAOCTh U CMATYUTDH CBOE
YIIPpSAMCTBO, Mar 3a ero CIImHOM 3aMe], €ro Ir'jia3a CJIETKa PAaCHIUPUIIUCE.

9TOT yIpsIMBIM U KallPU3HBIM MaJl€eHbKUM IIPUHII... U3BUHUJIICS?

...CoHIle, 4TO, B30OILIO Ha 3amane?



nu InmoyemMy OH U3BUHSETCS? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 9TO HE €r0 BUHA.

Ecnu OBl He OH, IeUTeNb, 3a0bIBIINN 0 KOHTPAKTE ¥ HMHCTHHKTHBHO OPOCUBIINKCS Ha ITOMOIIb, OH OB
He OBIT paHEeH.

BunoBaT OBLT OH.

OH €O CITOXKHBIM YYBCTBOM IIOCMOTPEII HAa 3TOr0 HEBEIHOCUMOT'O, CBOEHPABHOT'O IIPWHIIA.

Paiiku, mepeoneBUINCS B YEPHO-KPACHBIN TOPOXKHBIA KOCTIOM, CTOSITI K HEMY CIIMHOU.

Opexpa obnerasna ero Gpurypy, noguyeépkKruBasi TOHKYIO Talui0 U AJTUHHBIE HOTHU.

OH cTOs1 IPSIMO, ero cIuHa OblJIa POBHOM, KaK JIe3BHE Meda, HO CJIerKa HANPSIXKEHHbIE IIeYn
BBIJJaBaJI €T0 CMYIIEeHUE.

He yCIIeBIIN€ BEICOXHYTH ‘-IéprIe KOPOTKHE BOJIOCHL OBILIIM HEMHOTI'0 paCTpéHaHBI, a U3-I100 HUX
BUOHEIACh U3AIIHAsA, XPYIIKasd Iied. brnegHas KoXa OT BOJTHEHUS IMOKPHBIIIACh JIETKUM PYMAHLIEM.

['nsaps Ha ero mblyalolye I, Man MOPTHY U He CMOT ciepX&KaTh YIBIOKHU.

Paliku, TakoM CMyIIEHHBIN 1 HEJIOBKUH, OBII. ..

Munsm.

Cepuue, CJIOBHO YTO-TO MSITKO KOCHYJIOCBH, OTO3BaJIOCh CIIafKou OPOXKEBIO.

On TUX0 YCMEXHYJICA, €T0 I'0JIOC CTAaJI HU3KUM U HEXKHEIM.

— M? Yo THI CKa3an? { He pacciblla.

Kak u oxxupganocs, mnedu Paiiky pe3Ko HalpsTIKCk.

— Twil..

OH cxaJl KyJlakKi U pe3Ko 00epHYJICS, HO, BCTPETUBILKCH C €70 CMEIOIIMMHUCS TJla3aMu, 3aMep, ero
JII0 ¥ VIIX ITOKPACHEeH, KaK BapEHHIH pPakK.

[Toka Patiku cBepnun Mana rHEBHBEIM B3TIsimoM, 5000w, ocTaBneHHas 0e3 BHUMaHHUs, CXBaTHIIa



TOpPCTh TIECKa U IIBHIPHYIa e€ PafiKu B U0, KpUYa:

— IIBa MyXWuKa, a Mo0e3HnYaeTe, Kak ronyoku, Mep3ocTb! — CooxHute!

Paiiku He ycmen yBepHYThCs. [IeCOK moman eMy B JIUI0, U OH BCKPUKHYI 0T Gosu. ['asa
3aCJIe3UNTUCh, ¥ OH HE MOT MX OTKPHITh.

Bo006u, yBUMIEB, YTO €€ aTaKa yfanach, 3710pafiHO YXMBUIbHYJIACh U, OBICTPO CXBaTUB KaMeHb,
3aMaxHyIack, YTOOH ynapuTh PaliKu 0 paHEHOH HOTe.

Ho, xoTs Paiiku u OblI BpeMEHHO OCJIEIIEH, eT0 UHCTUHKTH BOWHA HE MPUTYIIUIIUCS.

YCrBIlIaB CBUCT BO3MyXa, OH TYT JKe YBEPHYIICS U, CXBAaTUB 50006 3a 3amsCcThe, CKajl ero Tak, 4T
OHa BCKpPHUKHYJA OT 60IH.

— IMpoknaTee! Ornyctu! — 3akpuyana 5o60u, neITasiCh BEIPBATHCS.

Ho Paiiku He oTmyckan. OH KpeIKo AepXKall e€ U, He lIePEMOHSCh, IIBEIPHYI B CTOPOHY Mara.

Man ¢ ynei6xoi noiiman 50066y 1, CXBaTHB €€ 3a IIMBOPOT, CHOBA MTOAHSI B BO3/IYX, CJIOBHO KOTEHKA.

— lenuTens, mepxu e€! — KPUKHYI P3liKu, SpOCTHO IPOTUpPas rina3a. — YEPT, s TOJIBKO YTO
nmepeomencs!

OH Ha oigynb gJoOpascs A0 Ta3a C BOLOM U, pa3gpaxkeHHO 60pMoYa, TIIeCcHy N cebe B IHIIO.

— IIpoknsTas geBYOHKA, OO0 Yero ke Thl HEBRIHOCHUMA!

Bo060u B3BU3THYNa:

— OTO BBl HEBLIHOCUMEI!

Paliku Hacex yMBIJICSI, CXBATHUJI TIOJIOTEHIIE, BHITED JIULIO U, OPOCUB €0 Ha 3eMJTI0, ITOOHI Ha Bo66u
HAJIUTHIE KPOBBIO OT SIPOCTH TjIa3a.

— JleBYOHKa, THl CHOBA X CHOBa Hac IpoBouupyelrb! Mul manu Tebe 6ecurciieHHOe KOIu4eCTBO
IIIAHCOB, HO THI MEpeIIa Bce TPaHullbl!

Paiiky cMOTpest Ha e€ yIpsMoe, BEI3EIBAlOlee JIUI0, U eMy ObLIO He 110 cefe. ITH I1a3a, 9TOT B3IJIAL
— BCE 3TO TaK HAIIOMMHAJIO €T0 CaMOTO B IETCTBeE.



BymepaHT cyap0Bl ¢ TOPA3UTENIbHOM TOYHOCTHIO YTOOUI eMy IPsIMO B J106. P3iiKu ¢ 3amo3maHueM
TIOHSIJI, TIOYEMY B IETCTBE €T0 BCE HEHABUENY U TaK 4aCTO OUIIH.

BcnomuuB, Kak Beja ce6st bo06u, Paiiku mouyBCTBOBAJ, KaK B HEM 3aKHUIIaeT THEB.

OHa u BIIpaBay 3acilykKuBajia MOpKu. M HeBaxKHO, KaK CUJILHO OHa Ha HEro moxoxal

— CeropHs, KTO OBl THI HU OBINIA, S TeOs mpoyuy!

ToBKO OH 3TO CKa3all, Kak KYCTEI Y KOCTPA 3allI€BEJIUIIUCE.

— Bo66u? TwI 3mecy?

Hs KyCTOB BEIJIE3 MaJIeHbKHUM Mallb4YuK.

Y Hero ObITM TPaBUIILHBIE YEPTEI JIUITA, MATKWH, 3aCTEHYUBLIN B3TJISAM ¥ ITOCIYIIHbIE KAlITAHOBHIE
BOJIOCHI, COOpaHHEIEe B XBOCT. OH OBLI OfleT Tak ke 0eflHo, Kak u 5oO6u.

YBupes, uto 5060u B pykax y Masa, OH UCIIyrajcs 4, pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMu, mog0ekan K HUM.

— locnoga, mpomy Bac, He obuxaiiTe bo06u! — B3MoOnMICS OH.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTria MaJIbYuK OIYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU Nepeq HUMU, BeIpaxKeHus null Paliku u Mana
OTHOBPEMEHHO U3MEHUIIUCh.
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