He IIPOIIJIO U BpEeMEHHU I'OPEHN ITOJIOBUHEI ITIAaJIOYKHU 071arOBOHMI, KaK B 3ar0OHEe II0YTH He 0CTaJI0Ch
IIPRITA0INNUX KPOJIMKOB.

X9 T'y BHITYCTHII TOCIIEHIOW CTPeIy, HATSHYII TOBOAbS U BEPHYJICS K BHIXOAY C ToJst. Bait [lluxaH u
Jly T'yitnun nogocnenu ciaenoM. Bupg y o6oux OBUT HeBaXKHBIHM, 0c00eHHO y Basg — ero nuiio
IIOTEMHEJIO TaK, CJIOBHO C HETO BOT-BOT 3aKalaeT YepHas BOfa.

X 'y moHKMMAJ, UTO He OCTaBUWJI UM IIIaHCA: IOYTH BCEX KPOJIMKOB Ha I10Jie OH «3abpai cebe»,
octaBuB Jly I'yitnuny u Bait [lluxaHy nenuTsh xkajlkue oCTaTKu. PadyMeeTcsi, OHU OBLIM HE B IyXe.

«IIpocTuTe BeMUKOOYIIHO, — momyMast X3 'y, — B mo06oM gpyrom mersie st OBl BaM YCTYIIUJ, HO MECTO
MyxKa CTapiiey IPUHIECCH S He 0THaM HUKOMY U HU 3a YTO».

Tpoe eBHYXOB, XKIaBIIUX Y Kpas MO, TYT Ke OPOCUIUCEH BHYTPH A1 MoficueTa TpodeeB. Ha xBocTe
KaX[0M cTpesibl OBITIO OIlepeHue CBoero 1BeTa: y X3 I'y — Genoe, y Jly I'yitHuHa — XKenToe, y Ban
[ITuxaHa — KpacHOoe. On03HaTh, KTO UMEHHO IOACTPENNII KPOJIMKa, He COCTABIIAIO TPYLa.

Bckope cinyru gonoxunu pe3ynbTaT Y [Iaxyarw. PacrnopsguTens I0ABeN TPOULY K UMIIEPaTOPCKOMY
IIaTPY 4, MOKJIOHUBIIKUCE, O0BSIBUII:

— Bamre BenmnuecTBo, CTPesIbl MOACUYUTAHEL. BeJbIX CTpen — TPUALATh OeBSATh, KPACHEIX — CEMb,
JKEJTHIX — YeTHIpe.

Jly I'yitauH, o6nagaBUIMi HeJIOXKMHHOM CMEKaJIKOM, efiBa YCIIbIIIAJ 3TU UUQPHI, TYT Ke mogobpart
TIIOJIBI OfeTHUS U IIaJI Ha KOJIEHU:

— IMoppmaHHBIM TPU3HAET: MOE UCKYCCTBO BEPXOBOM CTPENIbOLI OCTaBISIET XKeJaTh JIy4IlIero, CEromHs
sl UL BEICTABUN cebst Ha mocMernuine. Hacneguuk Xa u 6pat Bait HaMHOTO MPEB30IIIH MeHs.
IIpU3Hal0 MopaxKeHue.

HNmiiepaTop OTBETUIT:

— CocTsi3aHKe eCTh COCTsI3aHue, mobebl U mopaxxkeHus Hen30exkHbl. Tebe He B ueM ceOst BUHUTb.
ITogHEMUCE.

Jly I'yiitHuH no6arofapui 3a MUJIOCTh, BCTAJl ¥ CO3HATENIbHO OToInes K Ban MyuyaHio, omapuB TOTO
ynbIOKoi. BTopoi Monono# rocnoguH BaH nuiirs 6eccTpacTHO Ma3HYyJI II0 HEMY B3TJISAOM, He
IIPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA.

Ha mone ocTanuch gBoe. MMnepaTop moriaaui 60pony, U ero B3rigA ocTaHoBuiics Ha Xa ['y. Bopyr
OH MPOU3HEC JIEOSIHBIM TOHOM:

— X3 I'y, npu3Haelb JI4 TH CBOIO BUHY?

X3 I'y, KOTOPHI yKe NpenBKylan nobeny B pyKonamHoM 000, onemnn. OH HUKaK He 0XKHUAal, YTO
WmmepaTop BOPYT PELIUT IPU3BaTh ero K oTBeTy. OH Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3afyMasics, nepebupas B yme
BCE BO3MOXKHbIE IIPETPEeLIeH s, HO TaK HUYero 1 He Halllel.

— Bame Benu4ecTBO... Balll IOAJaHHBIN IIyII, — IIPOJIeNleTall OH B paCTEePSHHOCTH.
HMmnepaTop € TAXKeNIBIM CTYKOM IIOCTaBUJI YalllKy 4as Ha CTOJ:

— Kakas mep3octs! Trl ocmenuics oOMaHyTs CriHa Heba!



X3 Fy BCE ellle He ITOHUMAJI, B YEM [IeJI0, HO Ha 3TOT pas3 GBICTpO COO6pa3I/IJ'I OTBECHUTH IIOKJIOH H,
IMOOHAB I'OJIOBY, BSMOJIAJICSA:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, 1 ¥ BIIpaBOy He pa3yMmero... [Ipoly, pa3bsaCHUTE.

l"ocy,uapb He OXKHuOaJll, YTO 3TOT MaJIell MaJI0 TOTO YTO COBPAJI, TaK €Iie U YMYIOPHUJICA HAaIIPpOYb 00
9TOM 3a0HITh, IIPUHAB BUO HEBUHHOI'O arHIIA.

— B TOT meHb TH He CBOUMH JIU I"YGaMI/I CKa3adJl, 4YTO HE MOXKEIIb HAaTAHYTb 3TOT J'IYK? Hoquy Xe
CerogH4d 4 BH2XKY, UTO ThEI BlIaJ€€Illb UM TdK JIETKO, CJIOBHO OH — 4YadCTh TBOEM pYKI/I")

o X3 I'y HakoHen gouuto. Cepale ekKHYJ0: «BOT Bemb Aypak, Kak s MOT Tak omiomarts!» OH coBceM
3a0BIT ITPO Ty MaJIEHBKYIO XUTPOCTh, a MmepaTop, Ha ero Oedy, oKa3ajcs 3JI0MaMsTHBIM.

Opuaxko Xo I'y Bcerga otnuyascs 6ecrraballHEIM ¥ HaXOOYUBLHIM HPAaBOM — ¥ B IIPOIIION XXKU3HH, U B
aToi. [Ipu3HaBaTh «MIPECTYIJIEHHE TPOTUB MOHApPXa» OBIIIO HENTb3sI, U B 3TOT KPUTHYECKHUN MUT B €T0
T'0JIOBE BCIIBIXHYJIA CIIACUTEJIbHAS UIes.

— Bame BenuuecTtBo! B TOT meHb g He Jiraj, 4 ¥ IIpaBa He MOT ero HaTsdHYTh... — Ha ero nuue
IIPOCTYyNUJIa JIerkKast Kpacka CMylleHusl. — 4 ¢ DeTCTBa IIPUBLIKAIO K CBOEU IIOCTENIH, a U3-3a [AOJII0’
JKU3HY C OTLOM B U3HX3 CTOJIMYHEIE JIOXKA MHE B IUKOBUHKY. B HOUBb Iepeq BUSUTOM BO ABOPEL 51, Ha
cBoIo Oefly, OTexKaJl I11eio. Bcs onoBrHa Tela OHeMesia, CUJI COBCeM He OBIIO, BOT ...

WwmmepaTop:

T'ocymaphs Ha MTHOBEHHME JTUIIMIICS Japa Pedu OT TAKOT0 «IIPABHONOI00HOT0» U 6e3yIpevyHoro
onpaBaaHus. Ho mpexme yeM OH ycIesl OTBETUTh, BMeIllajach UMIIepaTpulla C HCKPEHHUM
0ECIIOKOWCTBOM:

— BegHoe putd... B UsHX3 ¥ npaBaa CypOBHIY Kpay, S CJIblIIajia, TaM OOHU IIeCKU a BapBaphl-XyCLbI
KpyroM. Tsxkeno Tebe MPUIITIOCH — B TAKOM HEKHOM BO3PacCTe OTIIPABUTHLCS C OTLIOM B TaKyiO fallb.
Ceiiuac-to Tebe nyuine?

X3 I'y myde3apHO YIBIOHYJICS U ITOKJIOHUTICS:
— Bnaropapto 3a 3a6oty, Baire BenuuecTtBo. ITociie MHOTUX OHEN OTABIXA ST COBCEM IIOMIPABUIICS.

[Tocne Takoro BMeNIaTeIbCTBA MMmepaTopy ObII0 yKe HeygoOHO JOKAIEIBATLCS 10 «IIPECTYIIIEHUS»
HacmeqHuKa X3. OH MpeKpacHO MOHUMAJ, YTO IIPO «OTJIeKaJl I1el0» IapeHb HArjo BPET, HO,
COTIOCTABUB 3TO C 0TBeTaMu X3 I'y Bo BpeMs Geceqbl, JOTagasiCcs: OHOIIA CKPHIBAJ TAJTAHTH pPagu
npuHIecck. Ha camom mene MmepaTop He co0upascs ero Haka3kBaTh, II03TOMY ITPOCTO 3aKPHIT
TEMY.

OpHako, TS0 Ha TO, Kak MBUIKO HacleOHUK X3 BII00JIEH B IPUHIIECCY, ['ocymaph HEBOJIBHO
B3IOXHY Ipo ceOsi. Bynpb ero «Crapinas mpuHIlecca» NeHCTBUTEIHHO NOYEPHIO, HAUTH el TaKOoTro
CTaTHOTO ¥ UCKPEHHe JII00s111ero MyKa Oblio Obl BeudaimuM cyactbeM. Cepatle oTia Ov110 Obl
CIIOKOWHO.

Ho...

9x, 6ema.



[Tpu sToM MEICIM Ha nulle MiMlepaTopa oTpa3uiach TeHb 0€CCUTNUS, ¥ OH MaXHYJI DYKOH.
Y [Isxyait MTHOBEHHO ITOHAT 3HaK. OH IIOBEPHYJICA K yYaCTHUKAM:

— Pa3 ocTanuck TOMBKO HaClemHUK X3 U TOCIOAUH Bali, He CTOUT IepexoauTh Ha moMocT. [Ipomry Bac
IIPOBECTU CXBATKy IPSIMO 3[€ECh.

X3 'y youBneHHO MOPrHy u nocMoTpen Ha Bau [lluxaxa. ToT ToXKe CMOTpEN Ha HETO — O4YeHb
IIPUACTAJIBHBEIM U TSXKEJIBIM B3TJISIOM.

Ha camom mene Boaii IlluxaH BOBCE He IBITAJICS Ka3aThCs «3arafloyHbIM». OH IMPOCTO TaHUKOBAI.

Tocynmaps mpuka3an eMy BO 4TO OBl TO HY CTaJio 0O6eIUTh B BOMHCKOM KCIILITaHUY. Bali ObLT yBepeH B
ce0e: OH CUUTaJl CONIEPHUKOB U3HEKEHHBIMU CHIHKaMU 3HaTH, KOTOPHIX T00eNUTh — pa3 IUTIOHYTh.
Kak TaliHBIY CTpaXk, OH NIPUBHIK I€MICTBOBATh CKPHITHO U yOMBaTh 3a CYMTaHHbEIe CeKYHbEl. KoHHasa
cTpenbba Oblla [j1s1 HEro cKopee (GaKyIbTaTUBOM — OH BJIafell el0 HEellJIoX0, HO He OXUOall
BCTPETUTH TAKOro «4sH Au3unsa», Kak X35 'y, KOTOpPHIA BEICKOYUII U3 HUOTKYA U CIIyTall BCe KapThL.

Ecnu oH mpourpaer ellle ¥ B PyKOIAILlIHOX, OH IIPOBaNuUT 3afaHue MmmepaTtopa. ['ocymapb MUIOCTUB U
BPSI[I JTX KA3HUT €ro, HO 3a BCe 3T roabl Bau [lIuxaH MPUIOKUI CTOJIBKO YCUIUM, YTOOBI 3aCTYKUTh
IOBepHe TpoHa... Heyxkenu OH MO3BOJIUT KaKOMY-TO IIeCTHAALUATUIETHEMY MaIb4YUIIKe BCE
HCIIOPTUTL?

Boaii [IluxaH CTHCHYN 3yOHl TakK, YTO XKeJIBaKU Ha €ro JInlle eBa 3aMeTHO Aporuynu. Kymaku mog
IMIUPOKUMU PyKaBaMU CXKaJIUCh.

duHanmbHAs CXBaTKa JOJIXKHA Oblna mpoitu 6e3 opyxkus. ¥V [[axyal pelun Tak 13 0CTOPOXKHOCTH: Ha
rna3ax y Ux BennuecTB U IPUHIIECCH HETOXKe MaXaTh KJIMHKaMHu. Majio Toro 4To KpoBb — IIJIOXast
IPUMETA, TaK ellle ¥ HamyraTb MOHAPXOB MOXKHO.

BrezanHo X3 I'y mogHAN pyKy:

— [TouTeHHHIN VY, 51 HOMKEH KOe 0 YeM IPEeNyIPequTh.

Y [Iaxyau B3moxHYI: «YTO ele 3aTess 3TOT I0HBIU I'OCIIOOUH?»
— T'oBopuTe, HacnegHUK X9.

— V MeHs... oueHb Goblias cuia, — cepbe3Ho npousnec X3 I'y. — Ecnu Mbl 6ygeM OUTHCS TOTTBIMU
pykamu, 6e3 opyxKus, KOTOpPOe MOTJIO ObI CMSATYUTH YHaAPH, S 60I0CH ITOKaneyuTs OpaTta Basg. Moxer,
BCE-TakKH...

OH DOoCMOTpeN Ha COIlePHUKA:
— Moxert, magum 6paty Bato opyxue? [IycTh maxke 3aTyIJIEHHOE, HO...

Boaii [lluxaH u Tak OB HA B3BOMAE, A MTOCTIE 9TUX CJIOB OKOHYATEJIBHO BHIIIENT U3 Ce0s. ITOT XPYIKUH C
BUAY, 0€JI0KOXKUY MaJIbuUMIlKa CMEeeT ero KaneThb?!

— Boii He HacToNBKO c1ab, — xonogHO 6pocun oH. — brarogapio 3a 3a00Ty, HaCIeOHUK, HO €CIH S
BO3bMY OPY2KHe IIPOTUB BallIUX T'OJIEIX PYK, S CTAHY IIOCMEIININEM IJist Bcel cTonuiibl. O6onneMcs.

Y [Isxyall KUBHYIL:



— Pa3 rocmoguu Bait cornaceH, Torga HaunMHAWUTE.
X3 I'y moTep Hoc: «Hy, Te cam Hanpocuncs. I[IoToM He Kanyhcs, 94To S 061uxKai B3POCIBIX».

Bokpyr ouncTunu HeOOJbIION MITa4doK 3eMiu. X3 ['y u Bait [IluxaH 3amMepiu ApyT HaIIpOTHUB ApyTa. ¥
[Iaxyau B3TJIIHYJI Ha IIPUHLIECCY B IIAaTpe, Ta €4Ba 3aMEeTHO KHBHYJIA.

— Hauwnnaiite! — npoBo3riacui eBHYyX.

Boii IlluxaH elre pa3 HamoMHUJI ce0e, YTO OUTh HYyKHO He B MIOJIHYIO0 CUITY. XOTh 3TOT MajIbYUIlKa U
3aHOCUYMB, OH BCE K€ OTIPHICK BIUATEIBHOIO IOMA, U ecliu Baii ciydaiiHo ero npubbeT, eper
l'ocymapem OymeT He OmpaBOaThCs. ..

He ycmen oH 3aKOHYHUTH 3Ty MBIC/Ib, KaK Gurypa Xa ['y, CTOSBIIEro B TpeX-4eThIpeX I1arax, BHE3amHO
1cyYe3y1a, CJIOBHO BCIIBIIIKA MOJTHUU. CUHUE CUITy3T OBUTAJICS C TAaKOM HEBEPOSITHOW CKOPOCTHIO, YTO
MaXke HaTPeHWPOBAHHBIM I'1a3 CTPaXka YI0BUII JIUIIh CMa3aHHYI0 TEHb.

Cepnue Bas YIIJIO B IIATKH. TOMBKO B 3TOT MUT OH OCO3HAaJI, KakK K€CTOKO HEIOOIIEeHUIT IIPOTHBHHUKA.
JIuib YyThb€ BOMHaA CIIACJIO €T0: OH YradaJl HalIpaBJIEHWEe aTaK! 1 PE3KO0 yIIeJI B CTOPOHY,
IIPOTrHYBIIXCE B IIOSACHUIIE Ha3a[ B HEMBICIIMMOM MOCTHKE — «2KEJIE3HOM JIUCTE».

Jlapons X3 'y, paccekast BO3AyX C I'yJ0M, IIPOLIJIa B BOJIOCKe OT ero nuila. Bau Illuxan pemmn
BOCII0JIb30BaThCS MOMEHTOM: OH II€PEXBATHII IPaBYI0 PYKY IOHOLIN ¥ CO BCEU CUJIEI IEPHYII Ha cebs...

He... He coBunyn?!

Boaii [lluxaHy MOKa3asoCh, YTO YV HETO HAaYa/IMCh TaJUTIOIMHAIIAN. 3aISICThe MapHs ObIIIO TOHKUM,
TIOYTH IeBUYBKM 110 CPABHEHHIO C €T0 MOIIHOM JTafoHb0. Ho cTOMI0 eMy OepHyTh, KaK BO3HUKIIO
ouryuieHue, 6yITO OH MBITAETCS COBUHYTH C MeCTa BEKOBOM my0 B mecsiTh 06xBaTOB. CKOIBKO OBl CUIT
OH HM BKJIafibIBasl, X3 'y CTOS/T Hemokonebumo.

OH gepHYyJ ellle pa3, BKIaAblBas BEChb BeC — HaCJIeMHUK X5 CTOSJI Kak ropa TaulliaHsb.

[Toka Baut cpaxarcs ¢ ero 3amnsicteeM, X3 ['y BHE3anHO caM IepexBaTull ero. Jlesas pyka IOHOIIN
MI'HOBEHHO 00XBaTuja IIpaBoe 1iedo Bas.

Bau [IluxaH 11oYyBCTBOBaI YyLOBUIIHYIO0, HeUeJI0BeYeCKYyI0 MOIllb. Mup mepeq ero ria3aMu
nepeBepHYycs. OH faxe He ycIes coo0pa3uTh, YTO MPOU30INI0, Kak X3 ['y uucThiM OpOCKOM Yepe3
T1e40 TogOPOCHII eT0 B BO3AYX. Bali TepeBepHYJICS B IOJIETE ¥ C TPOXOTOM PYXHYJI Ha 3eMIIIO.

Ymap rpynbpio o TBEPOBIM IPYHT 0TO3BasICsSs HEBHIHOCUMOM 00JIbI0. B riia3ax moTeMHeENO0, BO PTY
TIOSIBUJICS] TIPMBKYC KpOBU. Ha MrHOBeHUE OH IOTePSIJI CO3HaHUe, a KoTa IpHuIes B cels,
oOHapyxu, 4yTo X3 ['y y2Ke CUAUT y HETO Ha CIIMHE, IPUKAaB K 3eMJIe.

CBepxy pa3gasicsi HEMHOTO HeyBePEHHBIN I'0JI0C I0HOIIIH.

X3 I'y, 3apipaB roj0By, KPUKHYJI OCTOJIOEHEBIIEMY €BHYXY V:
— I[Moutennnst V! Kaxkercd... KaxkeTcd, 1 nodenumn?

Y [Iaxyau CTIIOTHYIIL.

«Hacnegnuk Xa... HYy " JIIOTHIM XK€ THl YEJIOBEK», — mogymMmail OH.



— PaSYMeeTCH... HOGGI[I/IJ'II/I, — TOJIBKO B CMOT BBIIaBHUTH OH.

Ecnu Boii Illuxad B TaKOM COCTOSSHUYM — 3TO He mobefia, To Yyero xkKaath? [Toka X 'y mpooMuT emy
yepel Kyj1akom?

X3 I'y TyT XKe OTIyCTUI 3a7l0MJIeHHble pyKU Boii lluxana U CUAOMIMET OT PafoCTU CIIPOCHUIL:

— Hy, pas3 tak, Korfa xe Ero BenuuecTBo 00BSIBUT 0 Halllei cBagbbe co CTapiuei MpuHIIECCOu?!
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