YkoHbe OBLI ellle COBCEM I0H. M XOTSI OH MHOT[Ia pefaBaics MeuTaM o Oyayiei KeHUuTh0e, OH SBHO
He 3aXOOWJI TaK JajneKo, Kak MOJIOfo¥ rocnonuH X9, KOTOPHIH y2Ke BOBCIO Pa3MBIIIIA O AeTsax. Ciyra
rio4yecas 3aThUIOK ¥ HEYBEPEHHO OTBETHUII:

— J0JI2KHO OBITh... IOJIKHO OBITH, CYUTaeTCsA? Pa3 yX peds 3alina 0 JeTIX, TO U B 6pak BCTymaTh
npupetcs. [0ConyH, HeyKeJu BEL II0JIOXKUIM I'J1a3 Ha KaKylo-TO 3HATHYI0 OapHIIIHIO?

On 3aIllHYJICAd, BHE3AIIHO BCIIOMHHUB, YTO €TI0 I'OCIIOAXWHA TOT'O U I'IIA0W 3aTAHYT B (I)YMa, H ero
OCEHUIJIO.

«Tak BOT Mo4YeMy OH B ITOCJIEIHEEe BpeMs caM He CBoit! Y Hero yxke ecTh nmobumasi! Ecnu cBapbba c
IIPUHIIECCON COCTOUTCS, TO TOCIIOOUHY U ero 3a3H00e... CyKEeHO PacCTaThbCI HaBEKU?»

B ronoBe UYkK3Hbe MI'HOBEHHO CJIOKHUJICSA ClieHAapPUIM Tparudeckoy IMheCH O BIIIOOIEHHBIX, KOTOPHIX
pasnydaet 3nmas cygbba. O mocmoTpen Ha X3 'y ¢ rmyOoKuM cOuyBCTBUEM: «BeIHBIN TOCIIOANH. ..
BriepBrle B KU3HU TakK YBIEKCS JEBYIIKOM, ¥ BOT — UX JII00OOBb XOTST Pa3pyOUTh Ha KOPHIO».
OcraBasnoch JUlLIb HafeaThCs, 4TO Yepes [IBa OHS, KOTga X0y-e BO3bMET ChlHa BO [ABOpeL], UM yAacTCs
OTKJIOHUTH IIPEHJIOKEeHe UMIIEPaTPULIBL.

[Toxa B myme YxkasHbe OyiieBanu cTpactu, X3 ['y ero maxke He 3amMedal. B ero MEICIIIX 3X0M
OTHABAJIUCH CJI0Ba: «Pa3 eCTh IeTV — 3HAUUT, MyXK U XKeHa».

Onu 1ty 1o ranepee caga. X9 I'y HOMHST B3TJIAL Ha BETKY IBETYIIEr0 abpUKOCa, TIEPEKUHYBIIYIOCST
yepe3 CTeHy, U B TAMSATH CHOBA BCIUIBLI TOUEHHH Ipoduib CTapIieil IPUHIIECCHL

«Ecnu g cTaHy €€ MykeM... TO ¥ POJib GyMa He KaxKeTCs TaKOH YK IIOXOM... I Te CHEL.. TOTja OHU
TIePeCTaHYT OBITh OCKOPOJIEHUEM, BEPHO?»

[IBa mHA criycT4.

Crapslit X0y X9 IprgaBan ayareHuy y Mmneparopa orpoMHoe 3HaueHue. OH He TOIbKO BCTall HU
CBET HU 3aps, HO ¥ BeJIeN cllyraM mopobpaTth ofiexkny HeGPOCKUX TOHOB ¥ CO BCEW TIIATETLHOCTHIO
TIOACTPUT CBOIO TOPHOCTb — BEJIMKOJENHY0 60pony. TonpKO 1mocye 3TOro OH OBIJI TOTOB OTIIPaBUTHCS
B Iy Th.

KakoBo ke OBIJIO ero YOuBJIEHHE, KOT'Id Y BOPOT OH BCTPETHII X3 Fy U IIOHSAJI, 9TO CBIH IIOAT'OTOBHUIJICA
elle OCHOBaTEJIbHEE.

X3 I'y 4acTo HOCUJI CUHEe, HO CEeTONHSIIHUY Hapsy ObUT IBHO BEIOPAH ¢ 0COOBIM yMBICIOM. JI06
MOJIOZOTO FOCIIOAMHA YKpallasa 0e0CHeXKHas JIeHTa ¢ y30poM 0671akoB. CHHUY IIeIKOBHIM XanarT,
pacimuThii 6amMOyKOM, U CBeT/Ias HaKUAKa IOJYepPKHUBaIM ero CTPOMHYI0, KPENKYI0 QUrypy, a mnosc
CTATHUBAJ y3KyI0 Tanuio. Ha mosice mokauyuBaiachk IofiBecKa 13 yucTelimiero 6emoro Hedprrta. Bech
ero 06IMK “37y4as 671aropofCcTBO ¥ JOCTOMHCTBO, He JIUIIEHHOE, BIPOYEM, IOHOIIECKOM CTATH.

X3 Haub(aH 3amep Ha MecTe. Ha MrHOBeHUE eMy [10Ka3asioCh, YTO Ilepe HUM CTOUT e€ro IIOKOWHas
JKeHa, rocnoxa fAHp Maiiko, KaKo# OH YBUJIEN €€ BIIePBble — B MY2KCKOM IIJIaThe, ITOTHAS JeP30CTH
u orus. Cepaile craporo xoy 60ne3HeHHO cxkanock. OH HUKOTIa He 3a0bIBajl CBOIO IIEPBYIO CYIPYTY, U
MMEHHO M3-3a IIaMSTH 0 Hel oH mpoias X3 ['y mobsle 1ep30CTH.

X5 I'y He morapwiBajiCsl O MBIC/ISIX OTLa. B KapeTe OH 3aMeTU/I CTPaHHBIN B3TJISA[ CTapuKa U PEeIu,
YTO TOT IIepefyMall 0TKa3kIBaThCS OT Opaka. PaHbire X3 I'y 6bI HEMEJIEHHO CBhSI3BUI, HO TEIEPE...
Teleph IePeMEeHYUBOCTD OTIIa ObllIa €My TOJIBKO Ha PYKY.



KapeTa IepeceKiia IyMHEBI€ YIIUIIBI BsaHbI3MHA U 0CTaHOBUIACh Y IIEPBLIX OBOPIIOBEIX BOPOT. Iamnbiie
HY2KHO OBLITO UOTH MEIIKOM UM Ha MajaHKuHe. Ux YXKe XKIOaJl EBHYX B CHHEM OOEAHHUH.

— Ero BenuuyecTBo Bejienr MHE BCTPETUTH BacC. O, a 3T0, MOJKHO OLITH, HACTETHUK X3?

X3 Haub(}aH, XOTh 1 OBIJT BOEHHBIM, ITPEKPACHO yMeIl TafguTh ¢ mogbMu. OH HUKOTa He BEIKA3bIBall
npeHeOpexkeHus OBOPLOBEIM CITyraM, TeM 00Jjiee 3TOMY YeJI0OBEKY — OJHOMY U3 NOBEPEHHBIX JTUII
HWwmmnepatopa. Pa3 ['ocymaps npucnaa UMEHHO €r0, 3Ha4YUT, OH OYEHb [JOBOJIEH YCMUPEHUEM MSITEXa B
YsHxo.

— OTO MO¥ HEMyTeBLIN ChIH, — YIIBIOHYIICS X0y, oxyomnas X3 'y o mnevyy. — ['y-ap, 3T0 rOCIIOAKUH
Ban, mpubnuxeHHb# [ocynaps.

X3 I'y BeKJIMBO TMONPUBETCTBOBAN ero. EBHyX BaH MHOTO3HAYUTENIbHO YIIBIOHYJICS U TIOKJIOHUIICS B
OTBET:

— Moroporo rocropnyHa Xaet Benukoe 6ynyiiee. Ctapomy paby He IPUCTAIO IPUHUMATH TaKue
no4yecTH. IIpoIry BacC, CagUTeCh B MaJlaHKUHEL.

X3 HaubdaH, 6ymydyn TEPTHIM KalayoM, Cpa3y yJIOBUII IOATEKCT. B ero myie moxomnomeno: «Heyxkenu
HMmnepaTop yKe BCE PEeLIns ¥ TBEPHAO HaMepeH BhIaTh MPUHIECCY 3a X3 ['y?»

Ux poctaBumnu K 3aiy Jlanbuk9H. OXuaaHue OJIMI0Ch HEJOIr0 — BCKOPE €eBHYX BaH mpuriacui ux
BOUTH, LIETIHYB:

— IIpoxomute. Ceromnsa TaMm u Ee BenuuecTBo uMneparpuiia. CiieguTe 3a CIOBaMHU, He Pa3THEBAUTE
ee.

X3 Haub(}3H, BONTHYSICH, BOIIIEN B 3ajl BCJIE 3a CHIHOM. [I7151 Hero, 3acily:KeHHOT0 BOWHA, ayIueHIuN
BCE ellle OLLIX [TOBOLOM [JIf IIOTHEIX JIaIOHeH.

X3 I'y ke OBII CTIOKOEH. B mpoIIIoN XXU3HY OH MPOIes Yepe3 ABOPIIOBEIE IEPEBOPOTH U UHTPUTH, U
3TOT caMbli 3aj JIaHbYK9H OH He pa3 Opasl WITYpMOM C Me4oM B pyKax. [logyMaTs TOJIbKO, OH GBI
TeM, KTO [IONupas Benudyre auHactuu 191, HeyoguBuUTENbHO, YTO [T03Ke HalleNlTaau IPUHIY: «X3
LI3pIXyaHb HEe pa3 BXOAUI BO ABopel] ¢ opyxkueM. OH omaceH, 3TO TUTP, KOTOPOTO BBl BHIPACTUIIX Ha
CBOI0 moru0enb». M MpUHII TOBEPUII, Ha3BaB €T0 «HEBEPHBIM IOANAHHKIM» ¥ U30aBUBIIKUCH OT HETO,
KakK TOJIbKO TPOH II0 HUM OKpeETl.

IToka X3 Fy, CTOsA Ha KOJIEHAX, BUTAJI B CBOUX MBICJIISAX, I/IMnepaTop O6paTI/IJ'IC${ K HEMY:

— Tak 2T0 U eCcTh TBOU CTapI.T.II/Iﬁ CHIH, YTO IMOMOT' CXBAaTUTh MSITEKHUKOB B Y9HX3? XOpOH.I. CoBceM
IOH, 4 YX€ IIPOSABUII CHIHOBHUU JOJT U I[OGJ'IGCTB. [TogauMM TOJIOBY, oal MHE Ha Tebs IIOCMOTPETE.

X3 I'y ounyrcs.
— [NogHUMalM ke, — MIenHYT oTel], — ['ocymaps K Tebe oOpalaeTcs.

X3 'y moCyIIHo MOAHSI TOJIOBY, HO B3TJIAM AepaKasl CKpOMHO ONYIIIeHHBIM, KaK TOro TpeboBa
3THKeT. FiMIepaTop J0BOJILHO PACCMESsIJICS:

— U Bupsamb 10HBIY repoli. X9 Haub(haH, CHIH-TO Ha Te0s He IOX0XK, BCE OOJIbIIE B fiefla CBOETO,
resepasna fHs, nouer.

— Moii TeCcTh BCIO KM3Hb ITPOBEIT B CEMIJIE, XPaHs BEPHOCTb TPOHY, — OTO3BajICs X0y. — Ecmu Mot



CBHIH YHAcJiefyeT X0Ts Okl TPETh ero fo0IecT, MHe, Kak 0TIy, 00/bIle U XKejlaTh HEYero.

X3 Haub()3H nbITancs npourynaTth No4YBy: 3HaeT 11 MMnepaTop o IjlaHax XKeHH? ['ocynaps xe,
Ka3aJ0Ch, HaMeKa He 3aMeTHUII.

— 4 cipilIan, TH yYUICS CJIOBECHOCTH y CTaporo mMacrtepa Ban Tunx3? — npoposxun MnepaTop. —
OH OB TPETHUM Ha 3K3aMeHax ellle Ipu MokouHoM ['ocymape. Pa3 TH ero yUeHUK, TO HaBepHSIKa
CUJIEH HE TOJIbKO B JIyKE, HO U B KUCTHU?

X3 I'y 3amsicst. OH 3HaJ, 9YTO MMmepaTop IeHUT TajnaHTH. Eciiu 0H mokaxeT ce0st CITUIIKOM
OrecTsiie, ero MOTYT 3aYKCIIUTh B PSIOBl YMHOBHUKOB — M IIPOIIai, mpuHIlecca. HykHo OBITO0
IIPOSIBUTh YMEPEHHOCTb.

— Barm cnyra riym, — CMUPEHHO OTBETHII OH. — ¢ NUIITL B IeTCTBe Gpast ypoKu y MacTepa. Mou
TIO3HAHHUS 3ayPSIIHLL, U ST He CMeI0 Ha3kBaTh Ce0sT er0 yUeHUKOM, nalbl He TT030PUTh ero UMs.

X3 Haubdan onemun. OH 3HAJ ChIHA KaK 3aHOCYMBOTO U IPAMOJIMHENHOT0 I0HOLTY, KOTOPHIY HUKOTTa
He CKphIBaJl CBOUX yMeHuM. [ToueMy ke cerdac 3TOT CoOpBaHel] BAPYT 3amell 0 CKPOMHOCTU?

HWMnepaTop yCMEXHYIICS:

— X3 Hanb(3H, TBOM CHIH B CBOM IIeCTHAAIATh TOBOPUT KakK cTaphiii Myapell. OTKyda Takas
OCTOPOXKHOCTB?

3aTeM OH CHOBa O6paTI/IHC${ K IOHOIIIE:

— X9 I'y, g 3apmam Tebe Bonpoc. OTBedalt 4ecTHO. Ecnu 3anomo3pio TyKaBCTBO — COYTY 3a
ockopOnenne BenuuecTBa. [Tonsn?

— Cnymaio ¥ IoBUHYI0Ch, — X9 ['y BHIIPSIMUI CIIUHY .
VMmepaTop OTIHII Yaio U3 PYK UMIIEPATPHUIIL ¥ MEJIEHHO IIPOU3HEC:
— Tebs 30ByT «['y». CKaxXu MHe, KaK Tl IOHUMaellb 3HaUueHNe 3TOr0 3HaKa?

X3 I'y pactepsncs. OH oxumas BOIIPOCOB I10 KJIaCCUKaM, 110 CTPATETHH UJIK NMTPOCLOBI CIIOKUTH OfY.
Ho Tako# mpocToii Bompoc... B HeM Kphiyics mofiBoX. Kak Ha HETO OTBETUTh, YTOOH YyTOAUTH
T'ocymapio?

[Tomomuas, X3 'y oTBETHIIL:

— B cnosape «IIloB3HB» CKa3aHo: «['y» 03Ha4aeT «ornsaasBaTthcsa». OTel gaia MHe 3TO UMs, HafesCh,
yT0 g Oyny coepxaH, Oyny o6oyMbIBaTh KaxXK[bli I1aTr ¥ He CTaHy ITOCTYIaTh OIPOMETYHBO.

— U Bcé? — mATKO crpocui MmmepaTop.

— Takxke «I'y» o3Ha4yaeT «3ab60TUTLCS». Mos MaTh paHO yIIjia, OCTABUB MaJleHbKYI0 cecTpy. OTen
3aHAT ci1yk001, 1 3a00Ta 0 Hell Jieryia Ha MOU IJledd. § MOMHIO O CBOeM MMEHHU U BCerfa XpaHIo B
Cepale JONT Iepel PONUTENIMH U JTI000Bb K MITafIINM.

MMrepaTop BHE3AMHO I'POMKO PACX0XOTAJIC:

— W uto ke TyT noxoro? Hacrosamuil My>K4uHa HOIKeH 3a00TUTHCA 0 OJIU3KUX U TOYUTATh
CTapUIuX. ITO OCHOBA OCHOB. THl HOOPHIN U MOUYTUTEILHbIM CHIH.



3aTeM OH fno0aBuI, TSI Ha X0Y:

— XoOunu CIyXH, YTO TBOU CHIH HETIOKOPEH, HO CeTONHS s BUXKY oOpaTHoe. CiTyxaM BEepPUTh HETb34.
ITomo#imu Ko MHe.

X3 I'y He noBepun csouM ymaM. Kyga nogoutu? OH NOOHAN I'Mla3a U yBUAes, 4To YiMmepaTop
ynei0aeTcs eMy. ToT OBLI ellle B pacuBeTe CUJI, U XOTS MODILIUHE yKe KOCHYJIUCh eT0 JIUlLa, OH
COXpaHsJI 00JIMK YTOHYEHHOT0 KHUKHUKA. PII0M crfiela UMIlepaTpulla B ajioM IIJlaThe; OHA TOXe
yneI0anach, HO B €€ IJla3ax YuTasnach TPeBOra.

— YXyHIy, IPUHECU TOT JIyK U3 pOra, YTO CAejaay Ajsd MeHs B 3alagHbIX Topax.
Bckope mpuHeCIu BeTUKOJIeIHEIA 00bINoN TyK. iMImepaTop caM B3s ero u nopoirnesn K X3 I'y.

— Bcranb. Tl — HaclnemHUK TIOMECTbhsI, Mo Oymymuii Baccan. He Ha3bBa ce0s1 «HUYTOXKHBIM
CIIyTO¥», TOBOPH «BAlll IIOOTAHHbIN».

B mymie X3 I'y moxomnopeno. «Ball mogoaHHbIN»? 3HAYUT, €r0 TOTOBAT K CIyXk0e, a He K Opaky?
Heyzxemnu Bcé copBanoch U3-3a €ro OTBETa?

— Bnaronapfo 3d MHUJIOCTH, — BBIJABUIJI OH.

— Pano 6narogaputh, — MMIiepaTop moxJionas ero 1o mjaedy. — B 3ToM /TyKe cuia B OecsTh faHel.
[0BOPSIT, THI TyYIINHM CTPENIOK cpenu Mononexu. [Tompobyi HaTIHYTh ero. Ecimu cMoxXKelrb — OH
TBOW.

X3 'y MBIC/IEHHO B3BBIUTL: «[la He HyKeH MHe TBOU JIyK, MHE JOYb TBOS HyXkKHa!»

Ho Bciyx OH 3TOTO He CKa3asl. B3sIB JIyK, OH OLIYTHUJI €eT0 MPUITHYIO TAXKeCThb. X3 ['y BCé elte
Hafles7icst Ha 671ar0CKIIOHHOCTh UMIIEPATPUIILI, @ IOTOMY PEIInI IPUTBOPUTHCS cnabeiM. Ecnu oH
TIOKAKeT CJIMIITKOM MHOT'O TaJlaHTOB — IIPUHIIECCA YIOPXHET.

On HATAHYJI TETUBY JIMIIb HA CAMYIO MaJIOCTE, 1/1306pa}Ka${ HEeMMOBEPHOE yCujiine, u C IPUTBOPHBIM
Orop4deHuneM OIIYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHU:

— Bau mogpgaHHbIM HE OmpaBhail Hafgexkn. A BuHOBAT!

X5 Haub(haH, BUIEBIINH, KaK 9TOT «CIabak» He pa3 C JIeTKOCThI0 HATATUBAJI TAKUE JIYKH, JTAIIHIICS
mapa peyvwu.

WMmnepaTop BEITIAAET Pa309apOBaHHLIM, HO HE PACCEPAUIICS:

— Yo X, TeOe BCEro MeCTHAAIATh, CUIIH ellle He BOIIJIU B IOJIHYI0 MoIllb. Ho 1TyK st BCE paBHO Hapio
Tebe.

— Bnaropmapto, l'ocynaps. O6eInan TPeHUPOBATLCS, YTOOH CTATh JOCTOMHEIM 3TOTO IIOJAPKA.

MMnepaTop BePHYJICS K CTOJIy ¥ 00MeHSJICS B3TJIALOM C XKeHoil. Ta 0671er4eHHO B3[0XHYIa U
3aroBOpHIIa:

— Hacnepnuk X3, y MeHs ecThb K TeOe Bompoc. Tl 3Haelb, 4YTo s BeiOupaio pyma gnsa Crapiiei
IIPUHIECCH. TBOM MTOPTPET MHE OYEHb...

HWwmnepatop xkauiguyn. MMnepaTpuia II0IpaBUilach:



— ...MHe T0Ka3aJIoCh, Tl MOAXOOuIlb. Ho 10 MEHS HOILUTH CJIyXH, YTO [IBa OHS Halap TeOs BUOEIH B
37IaYHBIX KBapTasiax. 3a4eM Thl TaM ObIn?

Ona CMOTPeEJIa Ha HeTOo C TaKOU KaJl0CTEIO, GYJITO YZXKe II0CTaBuJia KPeCT Ha ero peryTainun.

Xo I'y moHsisI, ToYyeMy OHa OBIlia TaK BCTPeBoKeHa. K cyacThio, uMIepaTpuila Obiyia TPSIMOOYIIHON U
crpocuna B 106. OH mogpoOHO 00BSICHUI, KaK CIacal Ky3eHa. JIUI0 uMIepaTPUIbl MTHOBEHHO
IIPOSICHUTIOCK.

— 4 xe FOBOpI/IHa! — PagoOCTHO BOCKIIMKHYJIA OHA4, 06paH.IaHCB K MYXYy. — OH coBCceM He IIOXOX Ha...
I/IMHepaTop CHOBAa 3aKalll/IsAiCs, TogaBas el 3HaKu. Ta 0CeKiach, COXpPaHAd DOCTOMHCTBO.

— Hacnepnuk X9, — TopKeCTBeHHO Ipou3Hec MiMmepaTop. — MH ¢ UMIIepaTpUIlei xKenaeM BHIOpaTh
MyXKa OJ1s IpUHIecChl. Mog cynpyra 651aroBonuT Tebe, HO y HaC eCTh CBOM IIpaBuiia. THl TOTOB
y4acTBOBaTh B oTOOpe? [ToMHU: CTaB ¢hyMa, THl HE CMOXKEIIb CIYKUTh YAHOBHUKOM UM KOMaHIOBATh
Bo¥McKaMu. Thl TaAHTIIUB, U €CJIU ¥ TeOsI eCTh UHBIE CTPEeMJIEHUS, 5 He CTaHy IPUHYXKAaTh Te0s.

I/IMnepanHua HEeOOBOJIbHO B3TJIAHYJId HAa My2ZKa, HO TOT OBLI HEIIPEKJIOHEH. X3 Fy YZXKe I'OTOB OBLI
PagoCTHO COTI'JIaCHUTBCS, HO OTELl OIlepenuI ero:

— Bame BenuuectBo! Mo# CHIH 3aypsifieH U CIUILIKOM MOJIOA, OH Ha [Ba rofa Maflle MPUHIECCHL.
Botocs, o nmuib pacctpout E€ BricouecTBo!

— JIBa roma — He Oena, — Bo3pas3uia uMIeparpunia. — [0BOpAT XKe, eC/u KeHa cTapllle, TO 3TO K
6oraTcTBy. 4 BUXKY, UTO OH yMeeT 3a00TUTHCS 0 OJIM3KHUX, & 9TO T'JIaBHOE...

He ycnena oHa moroBOpuTsh, Kak y OBepel pa3faics CIIOKOWHBIYA, HU3KUYU XKEeHCKUU I'0JI0C:

— Maryuka, eciu noMmectbe YaHbSIH-X0Y HE KeJlaeT 3TOr0 COi03a, K YeMy NMPUHYXKAATh JTIONeH?
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