E€ B3risy MuIllh Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aiep2KaJiCsl Ha IOPTPeTe U TYT XKe PAaBHOIYIIHO CKOIb3HYJ MHUMO.
— ConpgeT, — KOPOTKO Opocuia OHa.
WmnepaTpulla MOgXBaTHIa CBUTOK U MOMOIIIA K JOUEPH:

— Yro 3HauYUT «coipmeT»? KOi-9p, mMprcMOTpHUCH mony4iie! Pa3Be MOXKHO Tak 6€CIIEYHO K 9TOMY
OTHOCUTHCSI? BEIOOp Cympyra — riaBHelIIee COObITHE B XKU3HU XKEHIIUHEL. Tebe ¢ HUM BEK KOPOTaTh,
¥ TOTO, 4YTO OH HPaBUTCS MaTepHu, Mano. HyxkHo, 4ToOsI OH 1 TebGe OBbIJI IT0 CEPAIY, TOJIBKO TOT7a B
Opake OymeT naf.

— Hy xopotiio, ecnu HacnegHUK YaHbSH-X0y Tebe He 10 HpaBy, He Oefa. Y MeHs eCTh U JpyTHe
mopTpeTHl. [IoMHI0, BTOPOM CHIH IOCIOfWHA BaHa 13 HalOroBOT0O BeIOMCTBA M HacinegHuK bo(rpad)
2KyHbIOaHS... TOXKe BechbMa HelypHBI C060#. ITyCTh OHM M YCTYIAIOT I0HOIIIEe U3 CeMbH X3, HO TOXe
BIIOJIHE JOCTOMHEIE MEeTH.

B ronoce Crapiuey npruHIeCCH HaKOHELl IPOCKOJIb3HYJIa JIerkas TeHb YCTaJIOCTH:
— Martymika... pa3Be [10 IOPTPETY MOXKHO CYOUTh O XapaKTepe U TajlaHTax?
HWMnepatpulia pacTepsnacsk:

— EBHyX Y cKasas, 4To npexkye 4eM IIPHHECTH TOPTPETH], OH CIeLanIbHO MO0CIa JIIofiel BCE
pa3y3HaTh. HUKaKuX HapeKaHUH.

— B npexHue BpeMeHa ObIBajio, YTO IIPU BEIOOPE KEHUXOB IJIS IPUHIIECC BHYTPEeHHKE YMHE Opanu
B3SITKU U TIOICOBHIBAIM TEX, KTO IMO30JIOTUIT UM PY4Ky. CII0BaM €BHYXOB BEPUTH HEJIB3S.

CTouo e JOTOBOPHUTH, KAK ¥ CTOSIBIIIETO PSIOOM €BHYXa Y, KOTOPHIH [0 3TOTO GOSIICS JaXKe NBIXHYTE,
TIOOKOCUIHUCH KosleHu. OH TyT XKe PYXHYJI Ha IO,

— Batre BricouecTBo, yMOJISII0, pacCyouTe 30paBo! — 3alpuyuTall OH, HEIIPeCTaHHO KJIAHAACh, —
Crapsiit pab o Benenuio Ee BennyecTBa 0TOMpa CIUCKYU U IOPTPETH BCEX MOAXOMSIINX CHIHOBEN
YUHOBHUKOB CTOJUIIEL. Bcé CTpOro mo npuka3ly UMIEpPaTpPULbl: TOJIBKO JIYUIINX, C TaJlaHTaMU U
cTaThio! [laxke ecu IOHOIIA BO BCEM XOPOIIl, HO €CTh XOTh KPOXOTHOE IISITHEHIIIKO Ha PenyTaluyd — I U
CMOTPETH B €T0 CTOPOHY He cMeTl, 60sCh CryOuTh XKKU3Hb Batrero BricouecTBa! f1 mymry BIOXKUII B 9TO
[le710, KaK MOT s OCMEJIUTHCS Ha TaKOe KOIIyHCTBO, KaK B3ATKa?!

Crapias mpuHIlecca IIprcesia Ha KyIIeTKY Iofje MaTepu. ManeHbKas CyKaHKa TYT 3Ke JIOBKO
moflajia ey YalllKy Yas upeabHOM TeMIlepaTyphl. [IpuHIlecca NpuHsia e€, UyTh CABUHYJIA KPHIIIEUKY,
¥ TOJIOC €€ MPOo3ByYas 6ecCTPacTHO:

— EBHYX Y cnyXKuT MatyIke yxKe faBHO. M ecnu Obl CerogHs 10 MyTH BO ABOPEI] 5 INYHO He BUJEa,
KaK 9TOT CaMbI¥ HacliegHUK YaHBsH-X0Y BEIXOOUT U3 TepeMa Xyard, YTO Ha [ore ropofa, s Ok,
KOHEYHO, B Tebe He YCOMHUIIACh.

VimmepaTpuiia B ykace BCKOUMIa:
— Yro? U3 Xyars?!

EBHyx Y 3amep, OyaTO mopaxkeHHBIN IpoMoM. Ero cTapoe JuIo 3aipoxKario:



— 9T0... 3T0... KaK ke TakKoe BO3MOXKHO...

— OT0 g [oJIKHA y Te0sI CIPOCUTh, — JIEAHBIM TOHOM IIPOM3HECIa OHa. — MarTyIKa Benena Tebe
BEIOpATh JOCTOMHOTO YeJIOBEKA, a Thl MOACYHYJI TOBECY, KOTOPHIM OIIMBAETCS B 3JTaYHBIX MecTax? ¥
Te0s ry1a3a NecKOM 3acCHIlalo Uiu IoMecThe YaHbsIH-X0y BCE XKe OTChinano Tebe cepebpa?

EBHyX Y enBa He JTHUIIMUIICS YYBCTB OT 9THX Cj0B. OH IpeKpacHo 3Hall, Kak CypoBo CTapIras
IIPUHIleCCa KapaeT HeBEPHBIX CIIYT UMIIEPATPUIlbl. Ec/ii oHa B HEM pa30odyapyeTcs, OH He TOJIbKO
JIUIIATCS MEeCTa TJIaBhl CIIYT BO ABOPIE YKUSH, HO U JKU3HU MOXKET JIUIITUTHLCS.

— Bamre BricouecTBo! Ctapsiii pab He nran! — 3anpuyuTal OH CKBO3b ciie3bl. — HacnegHuk Xa... ero
oTell, X0y X3, TOIbKO YTO BepHYJICS ¢ o0eqoi u3 YsHX3, OH — BEpHHIM BOeHaYaIbHUK, KOTOPOTO
1eHuT caM ['ocymapse. A men HaclnegHUKa — CTapbli TeHepasl fHb, 4TO Cllac MPeCTOoJ ellle IPu
nokoiiHoM Mmnepatope! Hacnepnuuk X3 ¢ meTcTBa o0ydascsl y TaKUX BEeIUKUX Myxkel. Bo BceM
BsHBIBKMHE cpey 3HAaTHOM MOJIONEXkKHY B CTPeNIb0e ¥ BEPXOBOM €3[le OH BTOPOM, U HUKTO HE CMEeT
Ha3BaTb cebs mepBbiM! CTaphii pad CIIBIIIA IUIIb O er0 TaJlaHTaX, IIOTOMY U MPUHEC MOPTPeT. ¥
Hero Bcerga Ovlna Oe3ymnpeyHas pemnyTanusi, 0TKyma MHe OBIJIO 3HATh, YTO €My BOPYT B30peneT B
T'OJIOBY IIOJATHCS B 9TU IPUTOHHI?!

EBHYX pBIgan Tak ropbko, YTO UMIIEpaTPULla CMATYUIIaCh:
— HOii-3p, 6BITH MOXKET, €BHYX Y IIPOCTO OMUOCS 110 HEOCTOPOKHOCTH. ..
Crapias npuHIlecca II0CTaBula YallKy:

— Pa3 Tak, y4uTHIBas BAlIM IIPOIIIEE 3aCITyTH U BO3PACT, S He OyIy B3LICKUBAThH 3@ 3TY OIJIOIIHOCTE.
Ho ecnu BBl cMOTTIH OMIMOUTLCS B HaclegHUKE X9, 3HAUUT, U B APYTUX MOTJIU IPOTTISIAETh U3bSIHEL C
BEIOOPOM (hyMa CTOUT IIOBPEMEHUT.

Ona BCTasa ¥ MOKJIOHUJIACh MaTepu:

—4d BEPHYJIACh B CIIEIIKE U HE yCIIeJIa IepeoaeThCd. J:[OpO}KHaH ITBIJTE MOZKET OCKBEPHHUTH BaAlllH
IIOKOH, ITI03BOJILTE MHE YOAJIUTHEC.

I/IMnepanHua JINIIb B3OOXHYJIa U IIPOBOAMIIA JOYb B3TIAO0M.

Briiiga 3a mopor, mpuHIlecca He yuina cpa3y. OHa ofoxaaia HeMHOTO, ¥ BCKOpe 3a Hel BEHIIIa
IOXKUJIas HIHA.

— Barmne BricouecTBo.
— Maryika B 3TH OHU YyBCTBOBasa cebs xoporio? JlekapcTBa IpUHUMala BOBpeMs?

— BoBpewmsi, — maTy1ka JIu 3Hasna, 0 yeM 0eCIoKOUTCS mpuHIiecca. — Ee BenuuecTBo He
3aHEMOrJIa, JINIIb HECKOIbKO HOYel Ha3af eyl IPUBUENICS AYPHOU COH, OTYEero OHa HEMHOTO
BCTPEBOXKMIaCh. MBI OKPYyXKUIK e€ 3a00ToM, celiyac BCE B MOPSTKE.

Byasnb npurHIlecck Oblna CHSITa, HO JIEHTHl BCE ellle BUCENX Ha yinaxXx. OHa CHOBa 3aKphlyia JIUI0
TOHKOH 0eJIof TKaHbIO, ¥ B 9TOM OBUKEHHUU Ha MUT OTKPHIJIACh €€ IIMHHAS Ies, Ha KOTOPOH efBa
3aMeTHO MIPOCTYIIHI KaJIblK.

Ho MaTyHIKa JIu CIIOBHO HHUYEro He BHUAela. .HaHB].Hy, €IUHCTBEHHAA CTapIlasd CIIyKaHKa,
COIIPOBO2KOaBIIasi IIPUHIECCY, TO2KE He IIOBEeJIa U 6pOBI:>I-O.



I[TpuHIlecca pa3BepHYIach U TOIJIa IPoyYb. Llenas BepeHuIla Ciyr ¢ hoHapsaMu OeCUIyMHO
TIOCTIeioBaa 3a HeH.

Ha cnepyromuii meHb, moMecTbe YaHbsIH-XO0Y.

Crosno scHoe yTpo. X3 'y BcTas Ha paccBeTe U, faXe He [I03aBTpaKas, 10Besl YK9Hbe B IaBUILOH
Banuy, rge xkuna ero cectpa Xs 2KyH.

[TomecThbe GBITI0 OTPOMHEIM, Pa3eIeHHEIM Ha MHOKECTBO TBOPUKOB. [TaBUIbOH BaHIIy
pacrmojiaraacs B BOCTOYHON YaCTH BHYTPEHHET0 IBOpa.

Bckope mocne Toro, Kak YXKaHBe IOCTy4Yall, OBEPh OTKPHIIA I0HAS CITyKaHKa C 3aCy4YEeHHBIMU
pyKaBaMu U OBYMs IIyYKaMu Ha rojioBe. YBuzeB X3 ['y, oHa o6oMiiena, a 3aTeM MPOCHSITIa:

— Momnomoii rociomuu? YTo B 30eck... ['ocIoxKa ele He BCTaua, I cefdac xe eeé...
X3 I'y ocTaHOBUII €€ KEeCTOM:
— He Oynu, nyckai mOCIUT MOOOJIbie. 4 Mpuilles MOBUAATh MaTYIIKy LIfoi.

X5 I'y 611 HeOOBIYAMHO KPACKB, a TPUHAAATUIETHSS CITy?kKaHKa KakK pa3 BOIIIA B Ty MOPY, KOTOa
ceple CIafiKo 3aMHpaeT IPH BUAE CTAaTHOTrOo 1oHoImH. OHa IMOKpacHesa 0o KOPHeH BOJIOC U
mpoJierneTana:

— [Jla... ga, 1 cerdyac MO30By MaTyIIKy!
BpocuB MeTny, oHa B ucnyre ybexasa Briy0b ABOpa.

YK9HDBE IOCMOTPEST Ha BAJIAIOIIYIOCS MeTIy ¥ XMBIKHYJI. OH poc BMecTe ¢ X3 ['y ¥ BUfer, Kak ¢
roflaMu TOT CTAHOBUTCS BCE OOJIbIIIE ITOXO0XK Ha CBOIO ITOKOMHYI0 MaTh — IIEPBYIO KEHY X0y, T'OCIIOXKY
Aup Moiixko. OHa OblsTa CUTTBHOM ¥ BOJIEBOM KEHITUHOM, Ybsl KpacoTa Oblsla I0THA 671aropoiHOTO
MYy2KeCTBa, YTO He BCe MOIJIM OLleHUTh B faMe. Ho X3 ['y aTa HacnenCcTBeHHOCTE ITofAapuia
COKpYIIHTeNbHOE 00assHue. YK9HbEe Ka3aloCh, YTO HET Ha CBETE KEHIIUHHI, CIIOCOOHON YCTOSITh
nepen HUM. [Jaxe B AeTCTBe, Koraa X9 ['y yunicsd B fOMalllHe! LIKOJIe cocena, rocrnogrHa BaHa, oH
Ol mobuMIleM Bcex naM. Cynpyra BaHa Bcerga mprHOCHIIA €My JIMIITHIO TOPIHIO CIIafloCTen
TOJIBKO Pafii TOro, YTOOH YCIIBIIIIATh OT HETO BexkJKBoe: «Crnacubo, TeTymka Ban».

Ecnu u ORI KTO-TO, KTO €T0 HeHaBUAel... TO JIMIIb BaHb-1IH.

[Toka Yx3Hbe NpegaBajcsd BOCIOMUHAHMAM, U3 OMa BhIIUIa MaTyllKa L. HecMoTps Ha TUTYT
«MaTYILIKK», e# ObIJIO efiBa 3a COpPOK. [ToATsIHyTas, C IPSIMOM CIIMHOW, B TEMHO-CUHEN KOPTE, OHa
BBITJIsAfIeNIa OUeHb COOpaHHOU U CTporoi. YBumes Xa 'y, oHa mmocnenuia HaBCcTpeuy, coOupasich
OIYCTUTHLCS Ha KOJIEHU.

— l'ocriogviH, HaKOHEL-TO Bbl BEPHYJIUCH!
X3 I'y mopxBaTUil e€ moy JTIOKTHU:

— Marty1ika, BBl IPUIUIM B 3TOT OM BMeCTe C MOEM MaMOU U BEIpaCTUIX MeHs. K ueMy 5T
OKJIOHH? He cMmylaiiTe MeHS.

Maryuika Lo B3goxHyIa:

— Heyxenu TpeThbs GaphIIIHSI BYepa paccKasaja BaM O MPOMAeIKaX TOM XKEHIIUHBI?



— KyH-9p CKa3alla JUIlb, YTO KTO-TO 3aMBIIIIST HeHo6poe, HO BBl BOBPEMST 3TO MPECEKITH. ITO
MeiCTBUTEIILHO [IeJI0 PYK IJIaBHOTO ABOpPa?

Martymka Llroif ycaguia ero B KOMHATe ¥ Hayajla PaccKas:

— A ybux eme? To, 4TO OHM BEUHO IOMCHIIAIOT KOTO-TO BEIBEOLIBATH, — 3TO 1onbensl. B Bauiry s
CITykaHOK oTOMpasia caMa, Y KaXIo# poT Ha 3aMKe. TaK OHU IOIIIK Ha IPYToe: HeJaBHO
o0HApyKHUJIa, YTO ITOBapa IMOMJIOKUIIKA B CIIANOCTH st OAPHIIIHYA KPOUIKY KPaOoBOM MKPHI! BaphImIHsS
ellle MaJia ¥ JI00UT CllafgKoe, eciii ObI He 30PKOCTh 11ak-3p, oHa Ok 9TO chesa!

Y X3 XKyH 6blta 0COOEHHOCTB: OT KpaOOB €€ TeJI0 IOKPHIBANIOCH XKYTKOM CHINbI0. OfHAaX Ak, KOTAa UX
MaTh TOJIbKO yMepJa, 2KyH-3p eiBa He Cropesa OT JINXOPagKy U3-3a TaKOU Chllli. X3 ['y Toraa cam
Obl1 peGeHKOM U He Ha IIYTKY Ilepenyraics 3a cecTpeHKy. Cnymras MaTymky Lo, OH IoMpayHer, a
KyJIaK¥ er0 HeIPOU3BOJIbHO CXKAJIHUCE.

— Bapsimas nogpacTaet. Ecnu cefivac y Heé MONAYT TaKue MSATHA, OHU MOTYT OCTaBUTh ciiefel. KTo
JKe BO3bMET B JKEHHI IEBYIIKY C UCTIOPYEHHBIM JTUI[OM? JTa XKEHIIUHA COBCEM COBECTH ITOTEPSIIIA,
Hebo e€ mokapaer!

X3 I'y mongan. OH gymals 0 TOM, II0UeMy B IIPOILION XKKU3HU OBITT TaKUM OecxpebeTHBIM? Pamu
IPU3padvHoro OYAyIero u cTpaxa MPOCILITh HETIOYTUTEILHEIM [TaCHIHKOM OH Tepries, moka Baus Illy-
3p TBOpUJIA CBOM UepHHIe fena. Ero Geccunne nmoryouio cecTpy.

[Tocne cMepTH MaTepu, TOMUMO CEMbYU AHb, cecTpa Oblla [T HEro caMbiM ONM3KUM 4esoBekoM. U
3TO He U3MEHUJIOCH 1OoCe nepepoxaennsi. OH He gomycTuT, 4To6wl X3 2KyH CHOBa 3aKOHYMIIA TaK,
KakK B TOT pas.

OH TOOHSJI TJ1a3a ¥ CIPOCHII 6€3 TeHU 3MOIIMH:

— Maryika, CKOJIBKO U3 MaMUHOTO IPUAAHOTO — JIaBOK, YTOOUYU U HOKYMEHTOB — OCTaJI0Ch cendac
B HalllUX pyKax?

Marymka Llio# moHuKa ele 6osbIie.

— OcTaoch UL HECKOIBKO IToMeCcTH. CaMble JOXOOHEIE JIaBKU B BSHBI3MHE MOKONHAS rOCII0XKa
He yMeJla BeCTH caMa U JOBepuja yIpasisiomemMy Bany. [Tociie eé KOHYMHE S IBITalach X BEPHYTS,
HO Bau BrICTaBM MeHS 3a ABeph. CKa3aj, pa3 rocloxka yMepiia, TO U IpUAaHoe IIEPEeXOOuT B
pacropsKeHue IOMeCThS X0Y...

X5 I'y X0IOJHO YCMEXHYJICA:

— Cxopee He TOMeCThS, a TMYHO Baub Iy-3p?

Maryuika Llfoi 3amepna:

— T'ocioguH, BB XOTUTE...

— 2KyH-3p — pogHas odb Moeil MaTepu. Pa3 MaTepu HeT, e€ MpuAaHoOe OOJIKHO COCTABUTh

nmpupaHoe Moen cecTphl. C KaKOM CTaTU OHO JOMKHO OCeJaTh B 4yKKUX KapMaHax?
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