['masa 20

Ecnu OBl He JIETHOHBI YeJI0BEKOIIOMOOHEIX MEXaHN3MOB, 3alI0JIHUBINNE BCE He00, HHCEKTOUTIH,
BO3MOXKHO, €II€ MOILITAIUCh ObI COMPOTUBAATLCSI. Ho Korga nmepen HuMu ctosin caM [lIu [uH, oHU He
CMeJIH aXke IOIIEBEeIUTHC.

Bupst, yTo MH MUHYKSH BOT-BOT 000PBET UX XKaJIKUe XKU3HU, IPEIBOIUTEb PO PYXHYI HUII:

— M&lL... MBI HUUET0 He 3aMBIIIAIN... 9TO BCé denoBek... OHa! JTo Bcé oHa!

OTa 4yeyioBeuecKas XXeHIMHa AyMala, YTO TOJIbKO OHa YMeeT CBaJIuBaTh BUHY Ha Apyrux? Kak Ov He
Tak! YIeHUCTOHOTHE TOXKe He JILIKOM HINUTHI!

O06MBasiCh 3€JIEHEIM IIOTOM U OTYASTHHO CTapasiCh He 3aUKAThCS, WHCEKTOUI, JTUIIUBIINICST NoOpOH
MIOKWHEI PYK, 3aTapaTOPHIIL:

— 970 OHa... JTa XKeHIIWHA CKa3ala, YTO X04eT yOuTh Bac. UMEHHO MO3TOMY OHa IMOXUTHIIA
TOCIIOOUHA... A MBHIL... MHL...

[To3amu HET'0 MHOTOTJIA3bIM MOHCTP, BU[ISI, YTO BOXKAK 3aIHYJICS, TOCIEIIHO ¥ OCTOPOKHO N00aBUII:

— MEI IPOCTO... TPO-TPOXOAUITA MUMO.

— Ha! Touno! MmeHHO Tak! — [IpegBomuTeNb 3aKHBal C TAKOW CHJIOH, YTO CKIAaJKM XKHApPa Ha ero
pa3nyBLIelCcs IIee efBa He pa3/JeTeIuch B CTOPOHEL. — MEI IPOCTO I'ynsanu! 3arnsgHynau Ha MUHYTKY...
MUMO OPOXOauUnu!

ViHp MUHYK3H HUKOT/Ia paHbIlle He BUEJI BparoB B TAKOM COCTOSTHUM. B IIPOIINIEIX CpaXkKeHUsIX eMy
IOBOOUIOCH BCTPEYATh UX KOMAHIUPOB, U KaXKOKIH M3 HUX JePKaJICS TakK, OYOTO OH My 3eMIIH,
B3Wpas Ha JTIOIEN C BEICOKOMEPHEIM IIpe3peHneM. BriepBrie Ha €ro MaMsTH 9TH TBapu BeNu cels
mOmOOHBIM 00Pa30M.

['eHepas He OBITT CKIIOHEH K U3NIUITHEMY CAMOMHEHUIO, TI09TOMY cpa3y MoHsI: meno B [lu Iuxe.
FOHo11a BHITNISIAEN TaKUM POOKUM 1 0€33alIMTHHIM, YTO BPSA JIM MOT BHYLIUTh UM ITOMOOHEBIN yKac
CBOMMHU CHJIaMHU. [laxke eCJI¥ OHK Ha3bIBaJIM €r0 «T'OCIIOOWHOM», BPSI JIK OHU OO0SJIMCH ero caMoro.

«Heyzkemnu BCE mesio B 3TUX MexXxaHu3Max?» — MHp MUHYKIH OPOCHIT B3TJISII Ha JIETHMOHH, Tapsiiyue B
BeIIIHE. CKOpEee BCeTo.

Panbine on 3Han numib To, uTo IlIu [ITun — Koponk MexaHM4eCKOM pachl, ¥ ObII HEMHOTO 3HAaKOM C UX
IIOBafikaMH, HO HUKOI'Ia He 3aJyMBIBAJICS O TOM, KaKOe MECTO 3TOT Hapoj 3aHMMaeT B HepapXxuu
BcenenHou. Tenepsb ke CTAHOBUJIOCH SICHO: IIOJIOKEHME Y HUX BeCbMa COJIUTHOE.



Ecnu 661 ”HCEKTOUABI Y3HAIH, 0 YEM IyMaeT MyXKYHMHA, OHU ObI PEIIUIN, YTO OH ITPECTYITHO
HEeIOoOlleHNBaeT MOIb MexaHN4YeCKO! packl. ITO Ke MexaHu3Mbl! OHU yOMBAIOT BCE HAa CBOEM MYTH,
He pafy ClIaBHl WIX HaXKUBBL, @ IPOCTO BO UM UCTPeOIeHUs YyKUX UBUIN3alui. Y mpu 3ToM ux
opnobl 0eCKOHEYHE: BepHEIE BOMHEL, He 3HAIOIIKe CTpaxa U TOTOBLIe yMepeTh 3a cBoero Kopons,
IIPOU3BOIATCS HETIPEPHIBHEIM IIOTOKOM.

Kto O8I He ucHyrasncs Bpara, KOTOPHIM HUKOTHA He YCTAET U He 3aKaHUYMBAETCA? YK 9THU CyIIecTBa
TOYHO OB B yKace. Ecoii oOHK IPOTHEBAIOT 3TOTO TOCIOOUHA, UX POAY MOXKET IPUUTH KOHEIl B
MT'HOBEHUE OKa.

[Toka nupmepsl MOHCTPOB B CTPaXe JKaJIKUCh K 3eMJIe, a UX TJlaBaph JIMXOPafo4YyHO cooOpaxar, Kak
cracTu WKypy, YkKao MsoMs10 He MOTJIa BEIMOJIBUTh HU CJI0Ba. UTo el Tenepsb roBoputh? lu Lun
YBUOEI €€ UCTUHHOE JINI0, COI03HUKY IIpefajli €€ U CBAJIUIM BCIO BUHY Ha HE€, yTU OTCTYIIJIEHUS
IIePEeKPHITH paKeTaMu, a MPSIMO Tepef] Hell CTOUT CUJIbHEHNIINH 4etoBeK ['0y0oii 3B€30Bl U CMOTPUT
Ha Heé ¢ 0eCKOHEYHHIM OTBpallleHNEM.

Kyna Hu I'7IsiHb — MOBCIOQY CMEPTh. YKao MsgoMsa0 HUKOTra IIpeXae He 4YyBCTBOBajla TaKOro
BCEIIOTJIOIIAOIIEer0 OTUATHUSI.

OHa mocMmoTpena Ha Illu IluHa, KOTOPBEIH KPOTKO MPHUIKKMMAJICS K 3aIIMTHUKY U faXke He YIOoCTauBal
e€ B3TJISIIOM, 3aTeM IepeBesia B30p Ha JPOXKallluX TBapeH, 3aMKaOIIUXCs B MOMEITKaX BEIMOJIUTh
nomagy. CBOIO MOC/IeTHIOW Hafek Ay OeBYIIKa BO3/10KuIa Ha MHb MuUHYXKIHA.

— Bpatr MunruxkosH! Bpatr MunYXk5H, 1oBeps MHe! { HUYero He 3Hasla, MEHS TOXE IIOXUTUIIH,
Munux3H!

Vi3HauanbHBEIY TI7IaH €€ OTIa, FreHepasa Yxkao, 3aKI04ascs B TOM, UYTOOH II0cie IPUOLITUS Tepost
ucrnonb3oBaTh Iy [[iHa KakK phYar faBfieHUs, 3aCTaBUB MYK4YMHY BCTaTh Ha CTOPOHY Bpara. Bcé aTo
IIJITaHUPOBAJIOCh TPAHCIUPOBATh Ha 6a3y B MpSIMOM 3¢upe, 4YTOOH BCE YeTI0BEeYECTBO Y3HANO0 0
«TpefaTenTbCTBe» CBOET0 3auuTHHKA. OHU U He JyManu yOuBaTh MHb MUHYKIHA — 9TOT YEJIOBEK
OBLT CITMIIKOM CUJIEH; HAYHYM OHU BCEPBLE3, IPOTUBHUK MOT OBl HE CIIPABUTHCS C €T0 SIPOCTHIO U CaM
ITaCThb KEPTBOMU.

Ho yHHYTOXKUTD €r0o PemyTalluio — COBCEM APYroe meso. ['epoi Mor 6ecolagHo UCTPeOIITh
BHEIIIHUX BParoB, HO OH HUKOT{Ia He MOOHS Obl PYKY Ha CBouX Jofei. [ToTepsB 4ecTs u ciaBy, UHb
MuH4YX3H cTaj 05l aOCOMIOTHO Oe33allUTHEIM.

YT0 K€ KacaeTCs MPUCYTCTBUS 3[ech MsioMsi0, TO 9TO ObIla IIPegoCTOPOKHOCTh HHCEKTOUIOB.
OmacasiCh JIOBYIIKY CO CTOPOHBI JIFOJIEH, OHU MOTPe6oBanu e€ B KauecTBe 3aJI0KHUIEL Toraa e
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3TO OTIMYHAs upes. OHa XOTesa TUYHO U3ypomoBaTh muuuko IIu IluHa, 9TOOH TOT
GoJIbIIIe He MOT CTPOUTH U3 Ce0s1 HeBUHHYIO XKEePTBY, ¥ CBOMMM T'7Ia3aMH YBUOETh Kpax 3aHOCUUBOTO
reHepara.

Ho TeIlePb OHa MOTI'JId JIMIIb 2KAaJIKO PBIAATh Y €ro HOT.



— BpaTt MuHYXk3H, 3T0 )Xe HHCeKTouar!! Kak Thl MOXKEIIh BEPUTh UX CII0BaM? Pa3Be ThHI HE 3HAEIlb,
Kakas s1? Pa3Be s MorJia IONUTU Ha Takoe?!

OHa npoTsiHy/Ta PYKY, IIBITasACh YXBAaTUTHCS 3@ Kpaii ero OPIOK, ¥ 3alpuyuTaa:

— Heyxenu ropusl Haien opykO0bl He CTOST OOJIbIe, YeM MMapa (ppa3 ITUX TBApeu?

ViHp MUHYK3H 1T04yBCTBOBaJ, Kak IIIu [IuH cHOBa Hayas munaTth ero 3a 00k. OH MMOCIeIHO 00HSI
CBOEr0 MaJIeHbKOI'0 IIPUHIIA ¥ OTCTYIUJI Ha IlIar, He II03BOJIUB XKEHIINHe [aXXe KOCHYThCA CBOEU
00yBu. JIUI0 Tepost 0CTaBaJI0Ch CYPOBHIM U OECCTPACTHBIM.

— Hac uuuero He cBsA3bIBaeT. M He cMell KO MHEe ITPHUKacaThCs.

T'oBOpST 3TO, OH 3a60TIMBO IIPUKPHIN T1JIEUO IOHOIIM CBOEY JafmoHbI0. YKao Msiomsio, BUs, Kak OH
neneet [Iu IluHa u ¢ KakKuUM IpeHeOpekKeHNEeM OTHOCUTCS K Hel, OKOHYaTeJIbHO IOTePsJia PacCymoK.
[TocnenHue Mecsilbl OHA UCIIPo0oBaia COTHU CIIOCO00B, UTOOH BIIOOUTH B CE0ST 3TOr0 MyKYHUHY, HO
XOJIOOHBIHM ¥ Oe3YIIHbIN reHepal He TOJIBKO He IPUHUMAJT €€ yXaKUBAaHUM, HO U BCTUECKHU €6
n36erasn. OH He TIOAITyCKan e€ K cebe HU Ha Iar, BCIKUM pa3 3asBJids, UTO Y HEro yXKe eCTh IIapTHED,
1 Tpebys OoT Heeé coOMogaTh NPUIUYHUS.

Y maxe ceryac, KOT[la OHA phIfaja OT FOPsi, OH 6€CIOKOUIICS TOIBLKO 0 ToM, uToO0s! [1Iu [{uH He
ucnyrancs! Eé koHel 6611 61M30K, a 9TOT I0HOIIa OymeT mop 3amuTor MHb MUHYK9HA BCIO XKU3Hb.

3a uto?! [Touemy?!

CnoBHO ofepxkuMas, Ykao MsoMs0, IOMIATEIBasICh, IOOHSIACh HA HOTU U C HEHABUCTHIO yKa3ana
Opoxaumm masnbiieM Ha llu [HuHa:

— Wb MunuxaH! Tebs oOmanynmu! OH coBceM He TOT, KeM KaxeTtcsi! OH mputernelr!

Ona PEe3KO0 Pa3BEPHYJIACh, YKA3BIBAA Ha Hebo:

— TrI BUOUILIb 9TUX MOHCTPOB?! ITO OH ux npu3Baj! Pa3Be TH He 3HaEIIb, YTO YyXKakKu HUKOr[a He
cranyT ceouMu?! Thl Bepulllb eMy? Bepullls MHCEKTOUAAM, HO HE BEPHULLIb MHe?!

3aMeTuB, YTO JIUIIO TePOst OCTAETCS XOJIOMHLIM 1 €€ CJI0Ba He BHI3Ba/IM B HEM HM TEHM COMHEHHS, OHa
06e3yMHO Pacxox0Tasach:

— Ax fa... KoHeuHo. Th Beib OBIJI C HUM Ha TOM Kopabiie, a TOTOM BEPHYJICSI BMeCTe C HUM... THI C
€aMOro Hayasa 3HaJj, YTO OH YyXKak.



— OTO BBl OTIIPABUIIA MEHS TyHa, — HAaKOHEIl 3ar0OBOPYJI MyXKYWMHA, ¥ B €T0 T'Jla3aX BCIBIXHYJT OCTPHIH
capka3M. — Heyxkenu Tl AyMasa, YTo s HE CMOTY BBISICHUTD IIPaBOy?

ka0 Msiomsio 3amepria. o He€ BHe3amHo Aomio: MHp MUHYKAH 3HaeT, YTO HallageHue Ha Hero
opraHu30Ban e€ otell. OHa MTMXOPagOYHO 3aTPSICIIa T'OJIOBOM:

— Her... 370 He 4... 3T0 MO} oTell, OH BCcE noactpoun! f mobio Te6s, 1 HuKorga Ol He TPUYUHUIIA
tTebe Bpefa, 3TO He ...

— JT0 yXKe He BaxHO.

Ha nuiie repos He 0Tpa3uiioch HUKaKOW 3710CcTU. OH Jaxe ciierka yasOHYCS, ¥ 9Ta yNIbIOKa chaernana
ero 00BIYHO CYPOBHIE YEePTHI JIUIla YIUBUTEIHbHO MATKIMH.

— 41 He BUHIO BaC, — MMPOU3HEC OH.

Yxao MsioMsio HUKOTIAa He BUesia, YTOOH OH Tak el ynbi0ancs. Ha MrHoBeHHe OHa Obllla 09apoBaHa,
1 B €€ IJIa3ax BHOBb BCIIEIXHY/IA HAfeX/aa. SHAYUT JIK 9TO, YTO OH IIpoIraeT e€? YTo OH OTIYCTHUT eé
Ha cBoOomy?!

OnHako B CIeAyIoIyo CEeKYHOY My>KUKMHa OITyCTUJI B3TJISM Ha IOHOIIY B CBOMX 00BATUAX. Ero ry0s
TPOHYJIa HeXHas yJIbI0Ka, a BCE er0 IPUCYTCTBYE HAIIOJIHUIIOCH TEIJIOTOH.

— Ecnu GbI BB He MTOXKeJTaau MOel cMepTH, pa3Be s BcTpeTw Obl [IIu [lnHA? — HErpoMKO qo0aBuI
OH.

Ukao Msgoms0: «...»

«A oH penaet ycuexu, — nogymain v [lue, — yXKe ¥ B HEXKHOCTU TOJIK 3HAET».

u LuH cusdn ot YOOBOJILCTBUA. Ou o6xBaTui M MUHYK9HA 3a e, IMPUIIOgHAJICA U 3BOHKO
YMOKHYIJI €ro B IIEKYy B Ka4€CTBE Harpamkl.

VHCeKTOuAb, CMUPEHHO JIeXKaBIlIne HeIofal€Ky, IIPH BUAE 3TOM CIIeHH BIAX B CTYIOP. Y UX Pachl
He OBIJIO MMPUBBIYKY I1€JI0BATHCS, A ¥ KYJIbTYPOH MECTHHIX KUTeJIel OHU HUKOTHa He
WHTEPEeCOBaJIUCh, TIO3TOMY IIOBEeHHe TOCIIOMHA BbI3BAJIO Y HUX UCKPEHHee HeloyMeHue.

OpuH 1“3 MOHCTPOB, IIPUIIABIINX K IIECKY B 3aJHUX PsiflaX, HEIPOMKO IIPOCTPEKOTAJl Ha CBOEM SI3HIKE:

— l'ocmopul cobupaeTtcs checTh MHb MUHUYXKIHA?



— V rocroprHa TaKOH MaJeHbKHE POT, Ja ¥ CaM OH OMWH, BPSIM JIX OH OCHJIAT €ro LeTHKOoM. MoxXKerT,
normpobyem cOekaTh, TIOKa OH 3aHST TPare30i?

— Kaxk Th c6exunib? Tol HeO0 Bumen? BoH cKonmbKo xKene3sk kpyrom! [Tonpo0Oyi, cOeru MHe TyT!

HpeJIBOJII/ITeJ'IB He BhIIEPZXKaJl U IIPUKPUKHYII:

— XBaTUT LIyMeTs!

OHc IIpe3peHneM IMOCMOTPEII Ha CBOUX COIIJIEMEHHHUKOB, KOTOPHEIE TaXKe HEe YOOCYXKHUJIUCh NU3YIYHUTDh
IINIaHeTy Imepen BTOPXKEeHUueM:

— Bl 9TO, OTYETH He unuTanu? Y Nofel 9T0 OeiCcTBYe MPeOIIeCcTByeT TOMY, YTOOb 3aHSIThCS
711000BBI0.

— Tl'ociogyH X04eT 3aHATHCSA CEKCOM C 4esioBeKOM? Ho KakK 3TO BO3MOXKHO MeX[y Pa3HbBIMU BULaMU?

— Kakue Xxe BBl Tymble XKyKu! — [IpegBoguTENb BHOBh (DBIPKHYI OT IIPE3peHUs. — MexaHn4ecKas
paca IOCTOSTHHO IIJIONUTCS, HO HUKTO HUKOTHA He BUIEJI, KaK OHM 9TO fesnaioT. [Tonmarat, ux crnocob
Pa3MHOXKEHHUS 3aKJII04YaeTCs B TOM, YTOOB CHavasa 3aHsAThCS JTI000BbIO, @ TIOTOM COXKpPaTh CBOETO
mapTHepa!

— Bort 0HO 4T0... OGBIYHO MTOCTIe Pa3MHOXKEHHUS CYIIeCcTBa CTaHOBATCS 6oyee cMupHEIMU. HaBepHoe,
Y TOCIIOOUH TOXe. Kak fyMaeTe, MOXKET, HaM CTOUT IIOA0XKaTh, I0Ka OHU 3aKOHYAT, a I0OTOM CHOBa
MOJIUTH O IIolage”?

— 3BYYUT JIOTUYHO.

— IIa, Tak u coenaeM. byneM XaaTh 371eCh, IOKa I'OCIIOOUH He 3aKOHYUT CBOW LIUKII.

OHM COBEpILIEeHHO CepPhE3H0 00CYOUIN HAa CBOEM SI3BIKE IIJIaH CITACEeHMS, B TO BpeMs Kak mist UHb
MuHuxk5Ha u [Iu [luHa 9TO 3By4aso Kak:

— Ku-XKu-KY, KA-KA-KU-KU?

— XKU-KU-KUA-KUA-KU.

— Ku-XKu-xu-xku!

— XKu!



T'eHepan HaxMypuics. YEPHHIH TyMaH MTHOBEHHO CTYCTHIICS Tepef] TBAapsIMH, U OH JIE[ASTHBIM TOHOM
notpe6oBat:

— Yro BHI TaM 3aTesanu?!

MOHCTpBI B3OPOTHYJIX 1 B IIAHUKE HA4aJIl OIIPABOBIBATLECA:

— 2Ku! MHI... MBI HUYETO... ITPOCTO 00IIaeMcs.

HMx mpemBomuTeINb ORI TOTOB IIPOBAIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MJTI0 OT CTPAaxa, HO M3-3a er0 YPOIIUBOM
BHEIITHOCTH 3TO BHITJISEIO XKYTKO: KAIlIM 3eJIEHOT0 ITOTa Ha JIUIe, T1a3a, BHIyYeHHbIe B TPUMace
yXKaca, ¥ KJIBIKH, TO U [eJI0 MeJIbKaloIlIue B OCKare.

MarsneHbKUY IPUHII, CJIOBHO MCIIYTaBIIUCh 3TOTO 3PEJUilla, BCKPUKHYJII ¥ CIIPSITAJI JIUI0 Ha I'Pyau
MyXK4uHbL. MHb MUHYK9HY CTano He 00 yrpo3. OH IPUHSJICS HEXKHO IOT/1aXKUBaTh I0HOIIIY,
yCIIOKauBas ero:

— Tume, Tutme... Bcé€ xopotio, He 00#Cs, S PAIOM.

HOHoma MenKo ApoKai ¥ Kpenko o0HuMan MHr MUHYK9HA, BCEM CBOMM BHIOM ITOKA3bIBasi, YTO OH
BCE eIIlé B IIIOKE.

Ha camom xe pmerne [IIu LluH B 3T0 BpeMst HEUCTOBO Tep3an Cucremy.

«Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa-xa!!! TuH-6ao0, TuH-0a0, BEIXOOU CKOpee!»

CucteMa, KOTopas yKe CMUPHUJIACh C TEM, YTO €€ HOCUTEIb — BEJIUKUY MaHUIYISATOD, a MHb
MuHUYXK9H BCerfga IPUMUYUTCS Ha IIOMOIIb, CIIOKOMHO u3ydasna «[lao 13 L[3uH». Ycnelmas 308, OHa
HEJJOYyMEeHHO 0TO3Basach:

[Xo3gun?]

«Xa-xa-xa-xa-xa-xa!»

OtcMmesimucs, 1u LwuH Hayan InepeapasHuBaTh TOJIBKO YTO YCJIBIIIAHHBIX CYIOECTB:

«KU-KH, KU-KU-KA-KA-KI!»

[UTto?]



«Ku-KU-KN-KUA-KU-KI ! »

[?]

[u [IuH 3ax0Ouics B 6633By‘-IHOM xoxoTte. Ecnu OvI ero JINIIO HE OBITIO 3apPBITO B CKJIaAKaX (1)0pr1
TeHepalla, OH, BEPHO, YK€ KAaTaJICA OBl 110 IIEeCKY.

MyxunHa, HICKpPEHHEe Bepsl, YTO eT0 COKPOBUILle B CMEPTEJILHOM yKace, OPOCUTI XOJIOMHBIN B3TJISAL Ha
IIpuIlenbiieB. YEPHBIN TyMaH B3BUJICS BBepX, 0€3MOJIBHO yIpoxKas paclpaBoOid.

— OHYCTI/ITe T'OJIOBEI, — CKOMaH[OOBAJI OH.

3aTeM OH CHOBa IIOCMOTPEJT Ha IOHOIIY, ¥ €T0 B3I MI'HOBEHHO cMsAT4yuics. OH MPOJoIIKal HEXHO
nornaxusaTh [lIu [luHa o criuHe, U ero HU3KUHM, 6apXaTUCTHIM r0JI0C GBI II0JIOH OECKOHEYHOM
HEXKHOCTHU:

— He 6oiicsi. OHM TPOCTO HEMHOTO ypoIuBkie. [1oKa g 3mech, OHU He ITOCMEIOT Te6sI TPOHYTE.

WHcekTOUOHI, KOTOPEIE COBCEM HENABHO BUOEIX 3TOI'0 IOHOIIY BO BCEM €ro0 XOJIODHOM BEJIMYUH,
0e3MOJIBHO U 0YEHb MeNJIeHHO...

...OIyCTUIM CBOM YPOZ/IMBLIE TOJIOBEL.
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