sub YKy MOTHOCTHIO OKAQTUJIIO BOJIOM, HO JIUIIO0 OCTAJIOCh HEBLIPA3UTEIbHEIM. OH IIPOCTO CTOSIIT U
nsanuncsd Ha Cy TaHa.

Bce ero Temo mpoMOKIIO, ¥ CKBO3b €T0 BHYTPEHHIOW OJeKMY CTalIo BCe BUOHO. KakK TOJIBKO
BHYTPEHHSISI OfleKa COTPUKOCHYIACh C BOINOM, OHa CTajla IIPO3PAaYyHOM, OYEPTUB MOJIOEIE MBI ’
JIUHUY TI0[ Hell. Ero yepHbIe BOJIOCH MIPUIMILIK K IJIedaM. Bofia cTekasla BHU3, Kamas Ha MO U
00pa3yst HeOOIBIIYIO JTyKHUILY.

Cy Tan uyBcTBOBan ce0st KpaiiHe HEJIOBKO, €T0 JIII0 0COOEHHO IT0OKpacHesi0. MTHOBEHHO NIPUMs B
3aMelIaTeNnbCTBO, OH CHOBA MOTPY3UJICS B BOAY, Kak OyITO HUYEro He TPOU301IIO.

Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH OCTaJlaCh TOJIBKO MaJIEeHbKasd I'0JIOBa.

YeM GoJbIIe YeI0BEK IBITANICS CIPSITAThCs, TEM OYeBUIHEe 3TO CTAHOBUIIOCH. I10[j06HO XOMSKY,
KOTOPHIA YKpaJl e[y ¥ B CTpaxe CIPSTAJICS B CBOEM NOMMKE, OH BCE eIlle BEICOBEIBAJI TOJIOBY, YTOGHI
OCMOTPEThCH.

Hexkotopoe Bpems, Ligup YKy cMOTpes Ha Hero, HO He cIuIIKoM foaro. Xots Cy TaHa oT 9TOro yxKe
IepeInyrascs, Bce U3-3a ero Iy00KNX, YepPHUIbHO-YEPHBIX T'la3, B KOTOPHIX HE O0TPaXkal0Ch HUKaKUX
amoruit. OGRYHO, KOTZIa 9TO IPOKUCXOIUIIO, CIIy4aIoCch YTO-TO yKacHOe.

Cy TaH He MOT coepXkaTh APOXKb.

YcTaBuBmumch Ha L[sHb YXKY, OH He OCMEJUBAJICSA CHeNlaTh HUKAKUX 3HAYUTEJIbHEIX IBUKEHUH,
Habmoas, Kak TOT HeTOPOIUIXBO MOJOIIeN K Kpalo, IpexXae 4eM CHATH [T0CNeqHIon onexay. OH
IIaTHYJI B TOPSAYNH UCTOYHUK, BCETO Ha PACCTOSTHUYU BRITIHYTOM pyku oT Cy TaHa.

Cy TaH Tak mepemnyrascs, 4YTo Ha BpeMs 3a0bu1 geiiraTh. OH X0YeT HadaTh eMy MCTUTh? [[OJIzKeH u
oH OexaTh? Ho Ha HEM HET HUKAKOM OfeKOHl, TaK YTO IPUAETCS U eMy yOeraThb IobM?

OH elnle He 3aKOHYMII OyMaTh, Korfaa LIsgup YKy IPOTAHYI PYKY U cXBaTuI ero. CJI0BHO mepras
MOPKOBKY, OH nopusn Cy TaHa U3 BOABI U ycaguil ero Kak CJIenyeT, a IIOTOM...

Hukakoro "moroM" He IIPOM3OIIIO.

Ha Heckonbko cexynn Cy TaH BIasn B CTYIOP, PeXe YeM MOHJ, OH, T0X0XKe, MUHOBAJl CaMoe
omacHoe BpeMs. ETo cepfiie HallOJTHUIIOCH CIIOKHBIME 9MOLMSIME, KOTOPHIE OH HE MOT OIIMCATh.

PasBe 3T0 He CPaBHUMO C T€M, KaK €CJIN OBl MaJIeHBKUH IMEeHOK YKYCHII CBOET0 X034HHa, a 3aTeM €ero
BiIafgeielnl B354JI HOXK U IMOOOIIEeJI, HO B KOHII€ KOHIIOB ITPOCTO ITIOACTPHUT IIEPCTH IIIeHoYKa?

Cy TaH HaKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, TOHUMas, 4TO LsgHE UKy, 3TOT CcTapshlit 60T, 0TMOKaJ B Bofe 0e3 BCSKOTO



BRIpaXkeHus Ha uiie. OH BCeM TeJIOM TOBOPHII O CBOEM HEBEPOSITHOM CIIOKONCTBUH, KaK OyATO
paHblile ero He 06IMBaJH BOLOH.

[Tpu aToit meiciu, Cy TaH B3moxHYN ¢ ob6nerdenreM. EMy egBa u3bexars 3TOro, HO BAPYT OH
II0YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO 3a0bLII.

9T0 "4TO-TO" IPOU301LI0, Korfa LisgHs YKy moMorasn eMy CHAThH Of€X[y, TaliHO Hal HUM
IIOCMEeuBasiCh!

Kak TonpKo oH momyMait 06 9ToM, oH pa3o3nuics. Cy TaH moYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 JPA3HSIT U YTO 3TOT
yenoBek, Ligap UKy, geiicTBUTENbHO Tad. OH Ka3aJicsl CIIOKOWHBEIM U YeCTHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, B TO
BpeMs, KaK Ha CaMOM [iejie OH [aJieKo He aHrej!

Cy Tan xMBIKHYJI, TOKa3bIBas B3TJISAL "Thl 00ugen MeHsA". B To e BpeMs OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TOMY
IBUKEHUIO HEe XBAaTaeT CMEJIOCTH, II03TOMY OH MCIIOJIb30BaJI CBOI0 MaJIEHbKYIO HOT'Y, YTOOH
nonToNKHYTE LgHb Uxky. Llgap YKy HUKaK He 0TpearupoBasl, II09TOMY OH CHOBA TOJIKHYII €TO0.

LisiHp YKy OIYCTUII TOJIOBY YU YXBATUII IIOZ BOLOM HENOCHYIIHYIO MaJeHbKYI0 HOXKY. OH Me[JIeHHO
nopHsn ee, u Cy TaH 4yTh He BCKPUKHYL.

— Yo THI femnaelus? [ToTOponuCk, M OTIYCTU MeHS, — cKa3an Cy TaH, nokayuBas 3afHULIE!, XKeas
OTTIOJI3TH Ha3afl, YTOOB 0071aCTh HUKE XKUBOTA MOTJIa 0CTAaBaThCS CKPHITOM BOJIOM.

— Tol IepBLIY MeHST TKHYN, — OTBeTHI LIsTHh YXKY, ¥ TOBEPHYB T'OJIOBY, OH ITOCMOTPEJ Ha eTro
MaJIeHbKYI0 HOXKKY. [TasbIlbl HOT OBITM KPYTJIBIMU, KaK MaJIeHbKKeE PaKylIIKU. KarenbKy BOObI
CKaThIBAJIUCH I10 IIPEKPaCHOM CTYIIHE, 3aTeM II0 IIUKOJIOTKE ¥, HAKOHEI], B BOAy. TOIbKO 3BYKHU
Kallaiollel BOOLl HapyIlanay TUIIUHY.

[Totpsicennsiit Cy TaH CHOBa IHYJI €ro HOrou. TonbKo Torfa LsiHe YKy oTpearupoBal U OMyCTHUII ero
HOTY.

OHE HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi eperysiasBanuch, Bckope Cy TaH He cMor caepxkaTbes. OH moxyonan cebs
10 1eKaM, u ci1abo ckasan:

— 4 TkHYN Tebs, IOTOMY YTO XOTEeJI KOe-4TO CIIPOCUTE.

—MU 4TO0 XKe? — CIpoCun ToT.

— 3JT0... 3T0, KXM, THl CMesJICA Haflo MHOU 3a MOe CIIMHOM, — I0CJIe AONTUX pa3nyMuu otBeTun Cy
Tan. JaHp YKy HUKaK He oTpearuposal, 3actaBuB Cy TaHa 4yTh HEe yMepeTh OT CMYyIIEHUS.

— IIpocTtu, — ckasai TOT.



— Tebe He HYKHO U3BUHSATHLCS, aX, — C YALIOKOM moaHsM ronoBy Cy TaH ¥ IPOJOIXKUI, — A IToYeMy
THI BTAWHE CMesIjICSI Hamo MHOM?

[Toxoxe, 3TOT Bompoc noctaBm LgHp YKy B TynuK. OH HEMHOTO ITOAyMaJ, a 3aTeM OTBETHUIL:

— MHe 3T0 1MOKa3a/I0Ch JOBOIBHO 3a0aBHEIM.

— Yro 3ab6aBHOTr0? — HeMHOro pacctpouncs Cy TaH.

— Korma TH yOeran ¢ rojoi 3agHuiei, — ckasan LIsHb YKy ¢ TaKUM BHIOM, CJIOBHO XOTEJI BEIABUTh
u3 cebs yIeIoKY.

[Tpu Bupe Cy TaHa y KOTOPOTO OT CMYIIEHUS TOKPACHEJIO JIUIIO ¥ 1Iesi, OTYET0 OH CTas MOXOJUTh Ha
BapeHymw KpeBeTKy, y Lisgup Yy 3amemuno cepaue. OH Bumesl, Kak TOT ObICTPO mo6exkas mpoyb Ha
CBOMX MaJIeHbKMX OeJIhIX HOXKKaX ¥ Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO II1aroB MIPHITHYIT B BOAY.

Camoe rny6oKoe BreyaTjaeHue Ha HEro Ipou3Besia Markas U HexHas nonka Cy TaHa.

XO0Ts OH He TIpUKacacsd K Hel, TTIsad Ha ee GopMy, OH YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO Ta ONpPeesIeHHO OYeHb
MSATOHbKAas, KaK MaJleHbKUU IIePCUK — CBEXKUU U COUHBIN. [Ipu B3rJIsge Ha Hee y Hero gaxe
BO3HUKJIO He0OyMaHHOE XejlaHle YKYCUTh ee.

Lisap YKy cKpuBUII TyOBI, HO HE BHICKA3aJl CBOMX MEIC/IeH U He moBefas o Hux Cy Tany. Ho oH He
3a0bU1, OH MOJT4a CIIPSITAll 3TO XKejlaHue rIy0o0Ko B Ceplle, 0XKuAas MOAXOMASIIEro ciydas; OH
MOJIZKEH Mompo0oBaTh ero XoTs O pas.

Ycnbimas, 4To OH BHTNISAAUT 3a6aBHO, Cy TaH omryTun rpycts. EMy He X0TeI0Ch IPUHUMATD 3Ty
MEICJTb 3@ UCTUHY, I09TOMY OH CIIPOCHUII:

— Heyxenu Ha 3T0 OBIJIO TaK HEBHIHOCUMO CMOTPETH?”

— Hert, no-MoeMy, 3TO 04eHb MuJj0, — OTBeTus LssHp YxXKy.

OtBepnyBuch, Cy TaH 60bllle He TPOU3HEC HU CIIOBA.

TonbKo ero 4y0YMK MOKaYUBAJICS BOKPYT, BRI 0COOEHHO CYACTIIHUBO.

[Tocne Kynanus B ropsiueM UCTOUYHUKe, BceMy Teny Cy TaHa cTano oueHb KOM(POpTHO. OH CJIOBHO
IUTBUI 110 00JlaKaM, a KOrfa OH CTYNHJI Ha 3eMJII0, TO TOUyBCTBOBaJ ce0s Tak, CIOBHO CTYIIUT Ha

panyry.



HaCTpOGHI/Ie Y HEro OBITO Xopoi1iee, ITO3TOMY OH He CTall O6YB&TBC$I " IIPOCTO BhIOEKasl Ha yiuny.
Kak u BeTep, OH CJIOBHO JieTeJI C KaXObIM IIIaroM, KOTOpBIfI oejail.

Llsaap YKy mocmenoBan 3a HUM, 6e3 Konebanuii cxBatub Cy TaHa 3a pyky. Korpa ToT moBepHyICS K
HEMY, OH 00BSCHUIIL:

— 4 6otoch, 4TO TEOST YHECET BETPOM.

— He ynecert, — ckazan Cy TaH, 3aTeM OTBEPHYJICA U IPOAOJIXKUI, — OTIYCTA MEHS U IOCMOTPUM,
COyeT WUJIU HeT.

Lsap YKy oTmycTun ero pyky, satem Cy TaH usgan "xe-xe " u yoexkan.

Ou BrIOE2KaJT BO OBOP, 3€MJIS IIO[l €70 HOraMu Obllla MSITKOHM ¥ ITOKPHITOM IIBETOYHBIMH JIEIIECTKAMH.
Isup YKy mopolen 1 Telepb CMOTPEN Ha AePEBO.

— Panbine 51 poc Ha fepeBe, — coobuun emy Cy TaH, I0J0KUB PYKY Ha IepeBo u notupas ee. OH He
OBbLTT yBEPEH, YTO IIPOU30IIIO0, HO BHE3ATHO €My CTaJIo He XBaTaTh iepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM OH PocC.

— Xouets, 5 moacaxy Tebs HaBepx? — cmpocun LsiHb YKy, cimoBHO mpounTas Meiciu Cy TaHa.

— He Hapo, 6a, — mokayuan rojoBoi Cy TaH ¥ MPOOOIXKUI, — B0ICH, ST HE CMOTY CITyCTUThCS.

Isaup YKy He cTaa IpoaoikKaTh pa3roBop, a IpocTo U npsamo nopHan Cy TaHa Ha PyKU U 3allPBEITHYIT
C HUM Ha JIepeBo.

Cy TaH maxe He yCIesnl 3aKpuyaTh, Kak yXKe CUleNl Ha cpefHeil BeTke. LgHb UKy Kpenko oOHUMal
€ero, 1 Ka3ajoch, OH He yIafeT.

Cy TaH mogHsn TOJIOBY 1 ITIOCMOTPEII BBEPX. TYCKHBII;I OpaH}KeBBIfI CBET OKYTaJl BECb MHUD, U 3alldX
IIBETOB HAMIOJIHUII €r0 HOC. 3a €r0 CIMHOM HaXOOWINUCh TEIJIbIEe 00BATHS LsHb q}Ky', 9TO YYBCTBO
OBIII0O HACTOJIBKO MIPUATHBIM, YTO Ka3aJIOCk, 6YI[T0 OH BJIafie€T BCEM MUDPOM.

— DTO MeCTO AeHMCTBUTEIbHO XOPOolllee; T0YeMy TH He IIPUBEJI MeHS ClIofia paHbIle? — BeCeso
crpocun Cy TaH.

— 91 HuKoOTrIa He OLIBAJI 37IeCh PAHbBIINE. ITO MOM IIEePBLIA pa3, — OTBETHUII OH.

Cy Tan nouyBCTBOBaJI HEONIUCYEMOEe YYBCTBO B CBOEM Cepfille, HO KOrla OH IIOCMOTPeI Ha NULo LIgHb
YKy, eMy CTajo0 ero xa’b.



— Tlouemy THI XKHUBeIIb 3[€Ch OOUH? — BHe3amnHo cupocun Cy TaH.

— Bce mens 60siTcsi, — chenan maysy, oH go6aBuil, — f1 OTJIMYaioCch OT BCeX OCTaJIbHEIX B IlapcTBe
Bbeccmeprtabix. 4 - IlTacu#n (1).

W3nauansHo Ilacul - ctaTyc BeccmeptHoro ypoBHS. K coxanenuto, y npepbipymero [llacuHaa
npousoiien KoHGIUKT ¢ HeGecHrIM MiMIlepaTopoM, B pe3yibTaTe Yero IapCTBO JII0fIel MOTPy3uiIoCh
B 6e3nHy, 1 maxe LlapcTBo beccMepTHBEIX 0Ka3asioch TOBEPKEHHEIM B XaoC. XOTSI B KOHIIE KOHIIOB
[Ilacun OB Ka3HEH, B CEPAIIAX JTIOMIEN BCE eIlle 0CTABAJICS KaKOW-TO 3aTAaEHHBIN CTPax.

C Tex nop Kak Ha 3amMeHny npexHeMmy lacuny poguncs Ligup YKy, Mooy nepeHeciu CBOU cTpax
nepeq ero nNpefiecTBeHHMKOM Ha Hero. HUKTO He X0Tes o6I1aThCs C HUM, ¥ KOTTla OHU BUIEJIU €T0,
OHU CTapanuch u3bexkaTb BCTpeUX ¢ HUM. EC/IU OHU CITydyalHO BCTPETATCS C HUM B3TJISIOM, TO
UCIYTalTCS 10 TAKOM CTEIIEHM, YTO He CMOTYT laXke XOIUThb, HE TOBOPS Y2Ke O TOM, YTOOHI TOBOPHUTS.

3Has aTo, LIgup Uxy usonuponan cebs, HUKOTOa He 00Iasich ¢ TI0AbMU U He 6poas BOKPYT. XOTA
Ilaxke TOT7ja OH BCE ellle He MOT YMEHBIIINUTh CTPaX UCIBITHIBAEMBIA K HEMY OPYTHMHU.

— Ho s YYBCTBYIO, YTO ThI OYE€Hb XOpOI.HPIfI, — IIPOU3HEC Cy TaH, YYBCTBY{ II€4allb.

s Yxy nornagun Cy TaHa 1o rojioBe, TEIJIO OTPa3UJIoCh B €ro riiasax.

— TonbKo THI MEHST He OOMIIBCS.

— [ToToMy 4TO ThI He IPUYUHHUIIL MHE Bpefia, — IOTIagui ero 1o roaose Cy TaH u moxanoBacs, —
['nmags Moo TOJIOBY, I MOTY CTaTh HUXKE POCTOM.

Lisiup Yy He yOpas pyKy, npomonxas rinafuth Bosiockl Cy Tana. OHM OBUIM MSATKUMU U 0YEHb
IPUSATHHIMU Ha OIIYTIb.

Cy Tan pacctpouncs. OH Ha MTHOBeHHe 3a0blJI, YTO CUAUT Ha BEICOKOM [iepeBe, U BcTajl. COpOCHUB ero
PYKY CO CBOEM T'OJIOBBI, HO OCTAJICSI HE YOOBIEeTBOPEHHBIM 3TUM. OH COPBAJl C BETKH LIBETHI U OPOCHIT
¥X Ha ronoBy LlsHp YxXKy.

Lisap YKy 3HaJ, 4YTO TOT AYPAyUTCS, TIO3TOMY OH BCcTas U moiimasn Cy TaHa, 0OHSI eTo 1 3aJI0KUIT
MaJIeHbKHM XKeJTHIY [IBETOK EMY 3a yXO.

Cy Tan cmyTHICs ¥ MOCIEIIHO yOpas IIBETOK C yxa. Korfa ToT chernan elle OOuH IIar K HEMY, OH
OTCTYIIXJI Ha3af ¥ IIOCKOJIb3HYCSA. Ero Teno OTKMHYIOCh Ha3afl, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOT-BOT
ymager.

— Ax! — 3aKpuyas OH ¥ UCIYTaHHO 3aXXMYPHIICS, 6€3yMHO Mallla CBOMMHU PYYOHKAMHU BOKPYT, HO



KTO-TO IIOUMaJI ero.

OTH PyKH ObLIM MOTHEL CUJTHL U 6e3 Konebanuu mopHsaau Cy TaHa. L[BeTH Ha fiepeBe Mafaiy, Kak
Kanyu noxps, Ho Cy TaHy Oblsio Bce paBHO. Bce, UTO OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, Kak e€ro cepaile 6unoch Kak
cymMmacliefiiee, 4, B KaKOW-TO MOMEHT, Y HETr0O IOTEK/IN PYyYbEM CJIe3HL.

— He 0oiicsi, He 6oiics. Tol He ynan, — yremun ero Lisgaps Yxky. Cy TaH OTKPBIUI r1a3a, KPyIHbE
Ce3bl CTEKAJIH 10 ero IekKaMm, U, Kak OyCHHBI U3 IIOPBaHHOM HUTH, OHA 3a APYTOM Kalau, a 3a
HUMHU CJIe[IOBAJIO ellle MHOTO APYTUX CIe3.

OH ycraBucst Ha Lisgap UKy 1 maxe He BeITep cie3. OH YTKHYJICS TOJIOBOM €My B I'PYOb ¥ 3aphigal.

— Te1 31m0fet, GONBIIOM 37I0MEH... — IJaKall OH, YAapss TOTo II0 IJIeYy.
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1. 00 sha xin — KT0-T0/4T0-TO, TOMEUYEHHOe KaK "TIPUHOCSIINN OeqCcTBHe" UIH "HecyacTIuBas
3Be3ma’.
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