CrosiBUINY HemofaseKy oT rpymnmnsl Jiogeir Baii JlaHb NpuUCIymuBaca K UX 00CyXKAeHHIO.

O tom, uTo Yau JIuHa nepeBenu 06paTHO B cTONuUIly, uTO JIo LIy BepHYIICS Ha MOKHOCTD
rinaBHOKOMaHAymwuero FOHryass, a Jlo 133 nopgepKuBaeT BOEHHYIO MOILIb Ha I0I0-BOCTOKE, OH
y3HaJ, ellle Koraa myTemniecTtBoBal ¢ JIo Baem B 3T0 MecTo. Baii JlaHb MOT IOHSATH 00pa3 [eiCcTBUN
Jlyn Cwoans. Kak u rosopur JIo Baii, JIyn CroaHb Cymen B30MTH Ha IIPECTOJT TOJIBKO U3-3a TOTO0, YTO
IIOJIHOCTBI0 KOHTpoupoBasl UMnepaTtopa CuH Y, HO cpefu apMerCcKux y Hero, kpoMe JIyH CsiHa u
Yan JIuna, 60bire HUKOro HeT. YaH JIuH BepHYJICS B CTOTMYHBIN PEryOH [ CTaOuIN3aluu
obcranoBku. bpatbs Jlo He nmoamepxkuBanu ¢ JIyH CioaHs, HO UM BaKHa peIlyTalus JoMa, I0OTOMY,
II03TOMY OHU HUKOT[a He CHealoT HU4Yero NpoTUB UMIiepaTopa, BOT nodeMmy JIyn CioaHb HU 3a 4TO
He OTKaXeTcs OoT BiacTu OpatkeB JIo. Tonbko ucnonb3ys Jlo Lu u JIo 1133, 0H MOT IIpUBIEYh Ha CBOIO
CTOPOHY ¥ OpaTheB YKao, TOIBKO TOTHa OHU mocienyioT 3a JIyH CioaHeM 6e3 MPOBOJIOYEK.

IyMmas o 3asaBinenuu JIyn CioaHsi 0 TOM, YTO OH X04eT BepHYTh Teso JIo Bas, Bau JlaHio 3ax0Tenoch
paccMesThCs. ITOT YeI0BeK JeMCTBUTENIbHO He THYIIAeTCS TOBOPUTE J1I00bIe NTUIleMePHEIE CIIOBA.

— Tak Korpga ke HauHeTCs 3Ta 6uTBa? OHa yKe Havanach? — CIIPOCHUTIA XKeHa BIafesIblla, B 3TOT
MOMEHT OHa ITOBEPHUJIA, UTO 3TOT Yepelallbe OTPOMbe He HeCeT YeIyXH.

— Bo BpeMs# Halllero myTellecTBUS ellle He Ha4daloCh, — CKa3aJll CTaphlid Kymel, — 4 TOIbKO CIIBIIIA,
yTO Hall Benukwuit YKoy mBuKeT BoKcKa Ha KOHT'yaHb, ¥ 4TO Ha 3TOT pa3 BOWHa He OymeT
MaJIEHBKOH, 1 eIlle s CJblmasi, 94To Ero BemuuecTBo coOupaeTcss TMYHO BECTH BOMCKA B TIOXO].

— Ero BenmuuecTBo [efiCTBUTEIBHO TUTAET OPATCKYIO JTI000BE K MPUHITY LI31Hb, — MpoM3HEeca XKeHa
BJIafiesiblia, — MexXnay 3TUMU OpaThbIMU UCTUHHAs OpaTCKas CBSI3b.

— OTO TONMLKO B TBOEM KEHCKOM IIOHMMaHUU! — 3aKaTUJI Ha Hee I1a3a cTapuk Baii, — B
MMIIEPaTOPCKOM CeMbe BCe UHAye...

— He roBopu 0 rocyapCTBeHHEIX fiejlax! — YeTBepO CTApUKOB PSOOM C HUM TOJIKHYJIM CTapuka Bas.

Bynet yyactBoBaTh nmuuHO? Boii Jlanb HaxMmypuscs. Yto JIyn Croans cHOBa 3agyman? Mcnonb3yeT 3Ty
O6uTBy, 4TOOBI COOpaTh BOEHHYIO MOIIIH?

OpHa (dpa3a, He TOBOPUTH O TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIX [leflaX, 3aCTaBUJIa YalHyI0, B KOTOPOU ITOBCIOTY
Oypnuia 60ITOBHS, BHE3aIlIHO 3aCThHITh.

[IaTepo cTrapukoB nopowiu K Bau JlaHio, a y cTapuka Bau Bce elre BUOHENICS Ha JIUIE UCIIYT.

— Crapukaiika, Oynelnb Tak TOBOPUTh, TO HallpallIuBaellbCcs Ha CMEPTh! — Haydanu pyraTh ero
OCTajbHble CTapuKu, — HeyxKenu T, JOXKUB [0 CBOUX CEOUH, TaK U He HAy4YUJICS pa30UpaThCs, 4To
MOZKHO TOBOPUTH, @ 4TO HeT? O BOMHE rOBOPU CKOIBKO BIE€3€T, HO YeIyXy O LapCTBYIOILIEM JOoMe
HeJlb3s51 HU CJIOBA, pa3Be He 3Haelllb?



— Ecnu 51 roBOpIO 3[eCh, pa3Be 3TO JOHECETCS [0 CTOJIUILILI? — HAaCTOMYMBO BO3paxKaJll CTapuk Boaii,
OTYCTHB T'OJIOBY OT C/IOB TOBapuiled, — OTKyda OHY Y3HAIOT TaM?

— ['mymnblil cTapuk He OOSIIUICS cMepTu! — MSITepo CTAapUKOB CTOSINK Tiepen Baii JlaHeM, ¥ 4eTBEPO
13 HUX [IPOMOJIKANK pyraTh Apyroro, — JIloou X0oOaT Be3[e, KpOMe TOT0 CBETa, OTKy/a Thl 3HAEIllb,
YTO HUKTO He YCIIHIIIAT TBOIO OOJITOBHIO U He OHECYT Ha Te0s? Tkl 3Haelllb, KaKOi XapaKTep Y
HaIllero HOBOT0 uMIiepaTtopa? YTo eciu OH YCBIIIUT 00 3TOM U He CITyCTHUT Te0s C KpIoyKa?

Crapuk Bait 605bIlle HE MOT TIOOHSATH TOJIOBY.

— Bpar Haub, — cHOBa o0OpaTunuch ctapuku K Bait Jlanio, — Tkl Befb TOKe OPOAMII 110 UykKOUHE,
CKaxXu MHe, TH CMeelllb TOBOPUTE YeIlyXy O IIpaBslley ceMbe?

— Mg 0OBIYHEIE TIOOU, — paccMesinics Baw Jlanb, — He crpammmBaeM o feflax CTPaHH, He
CIIpalliBaeM O fejlaX IpaBslled CeMbe, IPOCTO 3aHUMAaeMCSl CBOUMU [eJlaMU.

— Cnrwiman? Bpaten Haub 6ojiee pa3ymMeH, 4eM ThI!

Bou JIaHb He 3HaI, Io4YeMy 3T CTAPHUKH TaK TPEIIETHO OTHOCUJIKCE K K [IeJIaM CTPAHBI U AeJlaM
HapCTBYIOH.IeI;I CTpaHEI, HO CIIPAIINBATh HE XOTEJI, a TOJIBKO CKa3all:

— Ve mo30HO, ASAIOMIKYA, MHE ITOpa BO3BPAIIATHCS. 3aBTPa S BEPHYCh B TOPOM Pafiy MOKYIIOK.

— Ecnu 6pater; Oy 3axo4eT, To IpHe3kKai BMECTe C HUM, MBI OyeM XaaTh Bac 30eCh, —
HaIyTCTBOBAJIU CTAPUKH.

— XOpOH.IO, — COT'/TaCHO KUBHYII Boii JlaHb U morHamn THeOoro KOHA B BOCTOYHYIO YaCThk ropoda.

[Tocne Toro, Kak Bait JlaHb y1Ien, SITepPO CTAPUKOB COOPAKCh, TPOMOIKHKB IT0y4YaTh OJHOTO U3
CBOHUX YMy-pasyMy.

— [louemy Hallu NpefKy IPUIUIA CIO4A U3 TAKOTI'0 XOPOIIEro MecTa Ha ore peku AHI3H? Pa3se
[IpU4YMHa He B ODHOM-eOJUHCTBEHHOM HEBEPHOM CJI0Be? HaM XKe Bcerga paccKa3biBaiu: "Hamm
IIpefKy U3 KJjlaHa Bail Takke ObIIM TeposSMHU-0CHOBATENAME CTpaHH. Ho ciy4aitHO 0CKOPOUB HOBOTO
MMIlepaTopa OHU efiBa CymMesu n3bexkaTh UCTpeOIeHNus Bcell ceMbH. I1ociie 9TOro OHU IMPUIIIN B
TIyOMHEL 9TOM IyCTHHU. Y BCe 9TO M3-3a TOTO, UTO OTKPBUIXA POT 110 omudKe!"

— JlagHo, g Obl Hempas, NTafiHO? B crepmytomuii pa3, Korfa s 0yoy rOBOPUTD I'IYIIOCTH, TI03BOJIbTE
MHE CTaThb HEMBEIM! — HaKOHEI] COPBayCId CTapUK.

— Ha camowm pene, Mo 3HaYMMOCTH Halll KJIaH MaJio yCTyIas HelHelnHer ceMbe OsHb JIo!



Heckomnbpko CTapHUKOB CHOEJIN Ha KOPTOYKaX I10[ CTEHOH, BCIIOMUHAS XKHUBOIIMCHOE IIpomIoe IMpeaKoB
Boau, cBumerensamMu KOTOPOI'O OHM HUKOT'Ja HE OBLITH.

Korpa Baii Jlan BepHYyJCS K AepeBIHHOMY IOMY B JIECY, y2Ke CMepKasoCh. [IBepy OepeBsSHHBIX JOMOB
OTKPHITHI, @ BO IBOPE €l1le COXJIO MOCTEIbHOE Oellbe.

— Monopoit MmacTtep? — no3Ban JIo Basg Bau JlaHb, COMMs C 9KUMaxa.

HukTo He oTBeTHUI.

Cpa3y 3aHepBHUYAB Baii JIaHb MMOCIIEIIHO TIOLIEN B OM, XKeJjlast IPOBEPUTh. B moMe He ObII0 HUKAKUX
cnenos JIo Basi, HO, yBUEB, UTO HAa KYXOHHOM IIJINTE HET 000UX KacTpPIoyb, Bai JlaHb MOHS, Ky[a TOT
OTIIPABUIICS.

K stomy BpemeHnu JIo Baii yxxe BEIMBLI BCe KaCTPIOJIX U CKOBOPOIKY U CTUpal ux ¢ Baii JlaHeM
CMeHHYI0 ofeXkny. Boga B py4be X010gHAs, HO [IOCTIE JOJITOTO IOTPyKEHUS B Hee yKe He Ka3aJlach
TAKOU XOJIOOHOM.

Korpa Bau JlaHb MOAOIIEN K PY4Ybl0, TO YBUE, YTO COJIHIIE OKPAaCUJIO BOAY B KpaCHBIU IIBET, a
BOKPYT JIo Bas, cupsiero Ha BajllyHe y Py4bs, CUSLJI 30JI0TOU OPeO0JI. 3eJIeHble IEePEBbS U KPaCHEIE
IIBETHI ¥ PY4bs, @ TaKXKe COCPeOTOUYeHHOe U pacciiabieHHoe BrIpaxkeHue nuiia JIo Basg HeMHOTO
3aBopoxunu Bau JlaHsa. 9To 3pesuiie MOXOOUIIO Ha TPEeKPacHyI0 KapTHUHY, U3-3a Yero OH He XKeJall
TPEBOKUTH ITO 3peNUille, Hapyllas aTMocGhepy, OKpaIleHHYI0 COTHEUHBIM CBETOM.

Hewu3sBecTHO, CKOJIBKO OH Tak CTOSIJI 3aBOPOXKEHHEIM, HO Bt JIaHb, HaKOHELl, OYHYJICS U TUXO
nogotren K JIo Bsio, mprceB psAmoOM C HUAM.

BHe3amHo psimoM ¢ HUM MOSIBUJICS eIIe OJWH YeJIOBeK, 4To moTpsiciio JIo Basi. YBumes, uTo 3T0 Bai
JlaHb, OH YIBIOHYJICS ¥ CKa3aJl:

— [ToueMy THI TakK [OITO He Bo3Bpamancsa? YTo-To CIy4Yunaoch 1o nyTtu? Thl IPOBOAUI OAMNIOLIEK [0
moma’?

— CKOJIbKO BOIIPOCOB, — ycMexHycs Bau Jlans riusangg Ha JIo Basg, — Ha Kakoy U3 HUX MOJIOLOU
TOCIIOAUH X0YeT IOJIYYUTh OTBET IIEPBLIM?

— Ha Bce cpa3y, — He cmytuiics Jlo Bait, — CHauana, — oH 06ayMas cCBOU HeflaBHUE BOIIPOCH], —
CHauaJjla Ha TPETHUH.

— 41 moBe3 ux [0 camMoro goMa, — ckasas Baii JlaHb, — 3aTeM s BHIC/IYLINBaJ YUeHUE CTapUKOB O
3eMJIeeniu.



— BricymaB ux, TH cpa3y BO BCeM pa300pacs?

— Hwuyero He moHSII, — MOKa4as rojaoBou Baui Jlans, — [IpumeTcs ucnpoOoBaTh MHOTO BCETO,
Ipexkye, 4eM CMOTY ITOHSTH UYTO K 4eMy. Ecniu He pa36epych, TO HalOy WX U CIIPOIY elle pas.

— U THI He cTecHseNbCS 6eCIIOKOUTD JTI0fen? — Becelio oTo3Basics Jlo Bait. — Pa3Be Tak ClI0KHO
3acesTh nojie? Pa3Be Tak CI0XKHO 3acedTh noje? f Bupes, Kak JI0OU caXkaloT, pa3Be 3TO He IIPOCTO
BBIKOTIATh SIMKY B 3eMJIe, IIOJIOKHUTh TyMla CEMeHa U 3aChIaTh UX, BOT U BCE.

— 970 Tak? — 3aroBopui Baw Jlans, — Ho OT AsiOM 5 CIIBIIIAJ, YTO HY2KHO PACKH/IBIBATS.

— PackupgpiBaTts? Tak uTo? My KomaTh He Hapmo?

Boaii JlaHb mOYyBCTBOBA, YTO 06CyXkmaTh ¢ JIo BaeM nmocapiky pacTeHuit OBII0 HETTPABUIIBHEIM
pemenreM. OH MOCMOTpPE Ha OfieXAy, KoTopyto JIyo Bau gepxKai B pyKe, ¥ TOJIBKO TOTHa IIOHSJI, 4TO
pyku JIo Basg nmokpacHenu oT Boabl. OH MOCIEIITHO BhixBaTul y JIo Basi HanonoBUHY BEICTUPAHHYIO
OIeX[y U CKa3a:

— Trt cobpasicst mepecTupaTh BCIO 3Ty TOPYy Bele#? IToKaxky MHE CBOU PYKH.

— CuuTaelb MeHSI HeXKEeHKOU? — CIIPSATaB PYyKHU 3a CIIMHY CKas3all OH, — JTO MeJIoYb, 5 yXKe II0YTH
3aKOHYMJI CUDKY.

[Tputsinys K cebe pyky JIo Bas, Bait JlaHs moYyBCTBOBAJI HACKOJILKO OHA JiefsHas, elle 00bIie
PaCcCTPOUBIINCEH, OH CIIPOCHUIL:

— IToueMy OHa Takas XOJIOTHAS?

— Pa3Be 3T0 He IPOCTO OKYHaHUE B XOJIOAHYI0 Bony? — orBeTui JIo Bair, — CKOpoO BCe Ipouper.

Boneie He crnymas JIo Basi, Ba#t Jlanb 00XBaTHI €r0 PYKH JIAMOHSIMHE, ITI0CJIe Yero JOJIr0 UX
pacTupai, OTIyCTUB TOJBKO IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK OHU COT'PENIMCh, TOJIBKO IOCJIE 3TOT0 BBIIIYCTUB UX
o0OpaTHO.

— YVke 037HO, IIoMaeM OOMOMH.
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