— Bce B uMnepaTopCcKOM TBOPILIE TOIBKO ¥ TOBOPUM O puxofae Mo Xyan CaHa, — 3amiakana JdHb
9p, CTOs meper BlafeblleM Mara3uHurka, — A paHbllle MHe CKa3aiy, 4YTO MaMa yMepJia, I03TOMY 4,
g ybexasa ofHa.

— ToI He OcnbIIIanack? — CIPOCUIT Bafesiel], Bpydas fHp Ip OAOorpeToe MoIoTeHLe, — TaM TOYHO
HasbBanu umsga Mo XyaH CaHa?

— Bo gBoplie moJHO NMofei, a Y TOPOICKKX BOPOT JiexkaT MEPTBEIbl, — YTBePAUTEIbHO 3aKKUBaja Ta
TOJIOBOH.

— Xopomaﬂ OEeBOYKa, — CHOBa 3ajaJl BOIIPOC Bilafesiel, — Tsl ogHa cOexana?

fAHb Op mMoCMOTpeia Ha X03591MHa MarasuHa, y Hero O6b110 o0poe Nuiio ¥ KoOphle T1a3a, Kak y
YyeJI0BeKa, 3aC/TyKUBAIOIIET0 NOBEPHS, HO OHA YEeTKO MOMHUIIA HacTaBnenus Jlo Bas.

— dup Op ybexkasa ogHa, — CKa3ajla OHa U MT0Ka3aJla X035IMHY Mara3uHa OKPOBABIIEHHYIO PYKY,
CKa3aB, — Bcs B KpOBH.

— Th paHeHa? — IIOCIIEIIHO CIIPOCHII BJIafeJIell IaBKH.

— OTO OT MepTBELIOB, — CKalana fAHb Ip, — ['opoficKue BOpOTa 3aBajieHkl MEPTBEIlaMy, TaK MHOTO
MEPTBELIOB.

— Torpga, — npoposKa pacCIpoCk IaBOYHUK, — ThI 3Haelllb, YTO C TBOUM [IpuHIIEM-Tars?

— ITocne cMepTH MaMsI g €ro He BUfesla, — Cpa3y ONMyCTHJIa T'oJIoBY fAHb Ip, TOUYBCTBOBAB, UTO
CTaphIll TaBOUHUK Ilepe]] Hell COBCEM He BHYIIAET NOBEPHSI.

— 9t0 npaBaa, A" Ip?

— Ilouemy pepyiliKa He BepuT AHb Ip? — CHOBa 3alljlakaja OHa, — AHb Jp TOBOPUT IIpaBay!

— XO0po1110, XOPOILLI0, — X035MH MarasuHa yBuAell, 4YTo dHb Jp pa3pelganach, U NIPUHAJICA €€
ycrokauBaTh, — AHb Op - X0poIas [eBoUYKa, JefylIKa IIPOCTO CIIPOCHUJI, AeAyIliKa TeOe BEpHUT.

— Mawma xorTena, 4To0bl dHb Op BepHYIach B Benukuit YKoy, — KpUKHYyIa SdHbEP BIAOEIbILY
Mara3uH4YuKa, — [lenyllika, IoXxKasyucTa, oTapasbTe AHb Op B Benukuii Yxoy.

— TBOS MaMa, — HEMHOTO IIOTPYCTHEJI B 3TOT MOMEHT XO035MH Mara3nHa, 4, IIOTJIAOEe]I Ha Aup Sp
49yYThb 1106pee, — 3JTO XKeJlaHNE TBOEH MaTepH, U 4 OJId Hee ero UCIIOJIHIO.



— Cmacu6o, Jenylika, — I'rPOMKO Ho6nar011ap1/ma OHa X034dMWHa Mara3uHa.

— OTBe3ute AHB Sp OTOOXHYTH, — IIPHKa3all IaBOYHUK CTOABIIEMY PAOOM C HUM CIIyTE.

[Tpomomnkas miakath, IHb Ip MOCIeoBaIa 3a HUM.

X03sIMH JTaBK# 0OJIbllle He MOT CHIETh Ha MeCTe, II09TOMY OH Hafiesl TOJICTOE IMasibTo, B35JI 30HTHK U
BBILIIETT HA YJIUILY, YTOORI TOMBITAaTLCS Pa3y3HaTh HOBOCTH. [laxe ecnu fHL Ip He colrana, OHa Bce
JKe MaJjieHbKas IeBOYKa, pa3 YK OHa CMOTJIa BOCIIO/Ib30BaThCSA Xa0COM, 4TOOH cOexKaTh, BOSMOKHO 1
JTo Bato ToXKe mony4unoch coexkars.

ok

B 3anme O6pa3oBanus Pockl 0uHyIICS 0T GecriaMsTCTBA CTaphlit eBHYX BaH. OrnsigeBIINCh OH YBUEI
TPYIHE pa3bpocaHHbIE 110 3eMJIe BOKPYT HETO, OT YBUAEHHOTO 3pEeJIUIlla OH UCTOLTHO 3aBOIUII.
[IepekaTUBIINCH, OH IIOMOJI3 BO ABOP OBOPIIA, rAoe kKuil JIo Bal, HO TaM HMKOT0 He 0Ka3al0Ch, TOIBKO
nmycTas KpoBaTh. CTaphlii €BHYX BaH TyT 3Ke pa3BepHYyJcs 1 BeiOexkan u3 3ana O6pa3oBanus Pockl. B
3TOT MOMEHT eMy OBIJIO Y2Ke COBCEM He [I0 CTpaxa, OH TOJLKO 3Has, uTo JIo Bali HUKaK He MOT YUTH B
OIMHOYKY, a 3HAUUT €ro IOXUTUIIH, YTOO CIIaCTH.

— Yro ¢ ToOOM Takoe? — cIpocun nekapp Uy, upymuii mo gopore B 3an O6pa3oBanus Pockl co
CBOMMH [IByMs y4eHuKaMmu. OH yBU[EJI CTaporo eBHyxa BaH IOKPHITOTO KPOBBIO ¥ KOBBIISIOLIETO
KyZa-To, IOTOMY OH OCTAQHOBHUJI €r0, HayaB TOPOIIMBO PaCcCIpalluBaTh O CIyYUBIIUMCH.

Korpga crapriit eBHyx Ban yBugen nekaps Uy B 9To BpeMsi, TO 6yITO YBUEJI BEJIMKOI'O CIIACUTENIsI, OH
CXBATUJI €r0 U 3aBBI:

— Bce niponasno, npuHI ucyes!

— Hcuez?

— Bce Bo mBopiie MepTBEI! TIpuHIl ncuesd! — eme Goee BELICOKKM I'OJIOCOM 3aKpHyall CTaphli eBHYX
BaH, ero rojoc u Tak 3By4asl HETIPUSTHO, HO ceiyac OH ObIT 1 BOBCE HEYETIOBEUECKHUM.

[TpupBopHLIiL TekKaps Uy mobsenuen. Jlo Bai ncues? Ecnu BcmoMHUTH, Hackonibko Col Ma Ius Illa
omepxuM Jlo BaeMm, ecnu TOoT cOeXKUT, TO UM BOBCe He HykeH Mo XyaH CaH, 4T00 WX BCeX yOUTb,
WmMmepaTop nUYHO nepeOLeT BCeX JIIofiell B rapeMe, 3a/liB 9TH 3eMJI peKaMy KPOBHY.

— YT0 XKe genaTh?! — CIPOCHUN CTaphlid eBHYX BaH, xBaTasich 3a ekaps dy.

— Wpu, gonoxu Ero BenuuecTBy, — npuKa3san eMy jieKapb, — Haiigu ero!



— Bricnymas croBa niekapsi Uy, cTaphlil eBHyX BaH mo0Gexars B CTOPOHY UMIIEpPaTOPCKOT0 KabuHeTa.

He BrionHe y6exXIeHHbIM CII0OBaMHU CTApOro eBHYXa, JieKaphb Uy B3sJI IBYX CBOMX YUEHUKOB U 1o0exKamn
B cTOpoHy 3ana O6pa3oBanus Pockel. [IpuOwB B 3am O6pa3oBanus Pochl, 0HU yBUIenn pa3bpocaHHbIE
TIOBCIOZY TPYIIBI, @ 3eMJII0 3ajiBajia KPoBb pa3baBieHHas goxaeM. Miafmuii 4yTh 0ojiee poOKUi
V4YEHMK TYT XKe IOTepsia co3HaHue. He 06paTB BHUMaHUS Ha CBOETO "HUKYOA He TOIMHOT0" YUEHUKA,
IPUABOPHEIM JIeKaph o0exkasl B KOMHATY ABOPIa, rae xkui Jlo Baii. [Tociie Hegoarux pasgyMui, OH
peLImns OCMOTPETh TPYIILIL, HO Tejla AHb Ip TaK U He Hallle]l.

— Bce koHueHo! — nexkaps Uy Toxke 1mobexkan B CTOPOHY KabuHeTa uMiiepaTopa. Pa3 Aub 9p HeET, TO
Jlo Bast TOUHO BHI3BOJIUIU U YHECTH. Eciiu OBl €r0 IOXUTHUIN KaKHe-TO JTI0OU, TO SHb Ip OB TOUHO He
MOIIAMUIIH ¥ OHA JiexKasa Obl cpenu Tenn. Bugumo 3To JIo Bait 3abpait ee ¢ coboii.

— Ero BenuuecTBa HeT BO [IBOplie, KyAa XKe OH IOAeBascsa?! — Kpudan eBHyX BaH, CXBaTuB 3a
JIalfKaHbl MJIafLIero eBHyxa nepen sBoporamu, — ['osopu!

— YTo TaM omdaTh TakKoe?! — BOCK/IMKHYyJIa MMnepaTpulla, yBUAEBIIAsa 9Ty CLIEHY CTOS BHajleKe OT
KabuHeTa uMIleparopa.

— Marymka-rocygapbis! — cTapblit eBHYX BaH U 3TOT M0OJI0[10# €BHYX YBUAEU ITPUOINKAIOITYIOCS
VimmepaTpully u TyT e BCTa/Ii Ha KOJIEH! Ha 3eMJII0.

— Yro TyT 3a mMyM? — CIIpOCUJIa Ta Y HUX.

— ITpunn, npuHI LI3uHe ucye3! — BHIKPUKHYI CTaphi eBHYX, — B 3ame O6pa3oBanus Pochl He
0CTaJIOCh HU OOHOI'0 KUBOTO!

Ycnoimas, yto Jlo Bait ucues, MMnepaTpulla He Ha MIyTKy 06pagoBaiach, €CJIU 3TOT IIPUHOCS UM
HEeCYacCThsl UCYE3HET, TO JIyullle He ORIBaeT.

— Maryuika-rocygapblHs, — JieXaBIINH Ha 3eMJie CTaphli eBHYX BaH Hadan OUThCS 100M 0 3eMJIIO,
— Cryra o0s13aH [OHeCTH 3Ty HOBOCTb 0 Ero BenuuecTBa, HO OH He BO IBODIIE.

— Ero BenuuecTBo BhIIIEN U3 ABOPLA, — CKa3asla UMneparpulla, — He HyKHO Tak HEPBHUYATH, BO
IBOpIle TaK MHOTO JIIO[el, OH He CMOXKeT y0exkaTb C XpOMOW HOTOM.

— Maryuka-rocygapblHs Myapa, — CKasall cTaphlit eBHyX Ban, — f1 Oyny moBuHOBaThCS Matyuike-
rocyZnapbIHe.

— IIpoBenu ero no Ero BennuecTtBa, — OrJisiHyjiach Ha CBOUX CIyr MMnepatpuna.

OpmuH M3 CITyT, TOBUHYSICh TPUKA3y, IIOBEJI eBHYXa 3a CO0O0i.



— He TepsiiiTe Oonbllle BpeMeHH, — cKa3asa MiMmnepartpuila, — [Ipunn L[3uHb 04eHb BaxeH aiis Ero
BenvyecTBa, Tak 4TO ITOTOPOIIUTECS.

Crapeii eBHYX BaH NOOHSANCS C 3eMJIM U IIOCTIEN0BA 3@ CIIyTOM.

[TepBoHauanbHo Crl Ma Lun Ila npocun MnepaTpuily mOUTH B UMIIEPAaTOPCKUM KaOUHET, YTOOH
BO3IJIaBUTH [ABOPEL] 3a HEro, HO II0CJIe yXofia CTaporo esHyxa BaH MMmneparpuia nepegyMana, CKka3as
OKPYKEHUIO:

— HWpeMm x BooscTBytoier MmmepaTpuie.

— BuITpH KpOBb C NHIla, — CKa3aj CIyra PAAOM C UMIlepaTpulleld, OKUHYB B3TJISA0M CTaporo eBHyxa
Ban, — U B TakoM Bufie upells Ha BcTpeuy ¢ Ero BenuuectBom?

Horu ctaporo eBHyxa Bce elrle ca0bl, ¥ KOTHOa OH YCJIBIIIAT CJI0OBA CIIYTH, TO BHITEP JIUILIO PYKABOM.
"OTH MI0OM MPOCTO HE 3HAIOT O TociecTBUAX nobera JIo Bas." — momgyMmarnt mpo cebst cTaphlit eBHYX
Bas.

OrnspeB MeCcTO, B KOTOPOM OHU OCTaHOBUIIUCH, CIIyTa YBUAEN, YTO BOKPYT HUKOTO, I09TOMY OH
CIIPOCUJI CTAporo eBHyxa Bas:

— Cnmimmarn, TBoS amunusg Bau?

— BepHo, 9T0 M0 aMunusi, — cTapelii eBHyX BaH He CMOT 3aKOHYUTH MOCTIeHIO0 (pa3y B CBOEU
JKM3HHU, KaK KOPOTKUY KHHKaJl BOH3UJICS €My B CEpAIe.

— 4 3Ha10, 4TO TBOA (baMI/IJII/IH BaH, — ckazan COHpOBO}KJIaIOHlI/IfI, BEITAIIIMB KUH2KAJI 1 HACTYIIUII EMY
Ha pPOoT, YTOOBI TOT HE 3aKpHYall.

VicTekaromnii KpOBBIO CTaphlil €eBHYX BaH PyXHYJ Ha 3eMJIio, OIlyIiasi, Kak KPOBb BHITEKasla U3 ero
CepIa, a TeJa0 CTAaHOBHUIOCH BCe XoJiomHee u xonogHee. OH 3HaJ, 4TO CIyXuTh JIo Baio 6110 He
camas nyu4irnas paboTa, ¥ B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH HE CMOXKEeT CIIaCTH CBOIO JKHM3Hb.

Korpga crnyxkuTenb yBUAEN, YTO CTApPHIX €BHYX IIepecTall JBUTaThCs, OH IIPOBEPUI €r0 HOC, YTOOR
yOeOuThCs, YTO YETOBEK MEPTB, @ 3aTEM IOTHSJICS Ha HOTH U YIIIel.

[TpsaTaBIMiicS Hemomaneky mekaps Uy, HaOIoman 3a CMepThio CTAporo eBHyxa BaH, He B cujax 4To-
nu6o mopenaTk. B youiitie oH y3Han nmpubnuxkeHHoro MMnepartpulibl. biaromapst 9ToMy OH ITOHSII,
yto MMnepartpuiia He xoTena, 4Tod Crl Ma Lusn Illa y3Han, uto JIo Bait cb6exan. Jlekapp Uy nobexan
K BBIXOIY U3 [IBopLa. EMy HU B KOeM clly4ae Hejlb3s pacCIpallvBaTh JII0Jed BO ABOPLE, HO CHapPyXKMU
OBOpIIa Ceryac TakK MHOTO BOEHHBIX M CTyXKalllUX TOPOMAa, UTO OH BCETra MOXKET CIIPOCUTE Y J1I060T0
U3 HUX, Y3HaB, Kyna otupasuics Cel M Lus Ia.
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