U cHoBa OBOPIIOBAAd KOMHATA HAIIOJTHUIIACh CHUJIBHBIM 3allaXOM KPOBH.

TeTst Xy ymapuiach rojioBoOi 0 IepeBSHHYIO KOJIOHHY, U3 ee pa30uTOM I'oJI0BH BIBAIUINCEH OIIMETKH
MO3ra ¥ OHa yMepIa.

He oxXupaBIInii, 4TO 3a TaKOe KOPOTKOE BPeMs MOXKET IIPOU30UTH 4TO-TO momobHoe, CyHb JIu
cobparics OBI0 OKJTUKHYTH CIIYT, YTOO Te BHITAIIMIM HEMPUSTHBINA B3TJIIAY TPYII IPOYb.

— A oHa yMHa, — mpokoMMeHTupoBasn Jlo Baii, cunesimit Ha KpOBaTH.

— O yeMm BHI? — nIOUHTepecoBasica y Hero CyHb JIu.

— OHa 3Hasa, 4TO 5 He JaM ell yMepeTh JIETKOU CMePTLHIO, U, pa3 ee 0XKuaajia My4duTeIbHas CMePTh,
TO yMepeTh TakKuM 06pa3oM BO MHOTO KpaT jiyyite. CTpagaHu ropa3fo MEHbIIE, — PAaBHOAYIIHO
oto3Basics JIo Bait, OpocuB Ha ee TeJI0 MUMOJIETHBIN B3TJIS.

Y Cyub JIu BO3HUKJIO XkKeJlaHue CpocuTh JIo Bas o criocobe Ka3HY, IPUAYMaHHBIN UM IJIS1 9TON
JKeHIMHEL. Ho Tak 1 He PemmiIcs CIPOCUTh. YeCTHO TOBOPS OH 0OSJICS TOTO, YTO MOKET YCIIBIIIAThH B
oTBeT. [logymaB 0 TOM, UTO cTapllas U3 CeMbU Xy yXKe MepTBa, OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO CHAPYXKU OCTalach
ele MyapInas, I0TOMy CHOBa oOpaTuiics K JIo Bato ¢ BommpocoM:

— IlpuHII, 94TO MHe [esaTh C JOYEePhI0 3TOM XKEHITMHBI? KaKOBH Ballly MJIaHbl Ha Hee?

Jlo Bait HUYero He cKa3aJl, KaK OyITO Pa3MBbIIIIsI 00 9TOM.

— Ecnu BB pemuiy 03BONUTE el YMepeTh, g BHAY U yObio ee, — yBuzmeB Jlo Bas takum, CyHb JIu
TIOCYUTAJI, YTO TOT Pa3LyMbIBaeT KaKOW My4YHUTEJIbHOU CMEPTH [TOBEPTHYThH €€, TOTOMY ITOCIIeIINT
IIOSICHUTh, — JTa eBOYKa TOXKe IoBeprajach INbTKaM B TIoppMe, u Ero BenuuecTBo He momanu
ee.

— Ee Toxke neiTanmm?

— BepHo, oHa Bce BpeMsi MPOBOAHMIIA C 9TOM JKEHIIMHOM, TOTOMY [0JIKHA Oblla 3HATh XOTb YTO-TO.

Korpga Jlo Bait mogyMari, 4To faXke TaKylo MaJeHbKYI0 IEBOYKY, KaK fAHb Jp n30uBaau U My4duiu, ero
HEeHaBUCTh K TeTe Xy HEMHOI'0O IOy TUXJIA.

— Bae BricouecTB0?

— OctaBb, — JIo Bait roToB Obln OLITH KeCTOKUM C TeTelt Xy, HO, KOTHa OeJI0 HOIIJIO [0 eIlle OgHOM
JKEeCTOKOCTH, OH cKa3ajl, — OcTaBb 3Ty OeBOYKy. MaTh ee CUJIBHO OlleKajla, TaK 4TO OHa HYU O 4eM He



3Halla.

— IlpuHn xoueT oTIyCcTUTh ee? — CyHb JIu He oxupan, 4to Jlo Bay, oka3eiBaeTCs, TOXKE yMeeT
MIPOSIBIISITH MSITKOCEPAONE.

— Yt0? — ¢ BecenwveM ckKalain Jlo Baui, — CunTaelp, 1 TaKoX kKe cyMaclenmnii, Kak Cel Ma Llun
[la?

Cyss JIu MOT TOJIBKO CAEJIaTh BUM, YTO He CibllIan pyratenabcTs JIo Bag B agpec ero npaBuTtens, fa 4
BooO1ie, camoro Crsl Ma IluH IIla 3TO He BOJIHOBAJIO.

— V¥V 1e6s1 KO MHe eCTh ellle 4To-T0? — cmpocui JIo Baii, Bupst kak CyHb JIu 3aCTHII Ha MecTe, — JTOT
TPYH BBIHECYT, UJIA HET?

Cyss JIu TyT XKe 3aHAJICA BEI30BOM CIIYT.

— IIpexpe yBenuTe neBoUKy, — mobasun Jlo Baii.

Tyt CyHb JIu 0CO3HAJI, 4TO HETOXKe [eBOYKE BUAETh TPYI CBOEX MaTepH, X OH BHILIEN IIpUKa3aTh
yBeCTHU OTCIOfa fAHb Ip.

— Ilpunn-rars, [Ipua-rars!

Bo mBope cHOBa pa3pgarncs Kpuk fAHb Ip, 4elt poT 0CBOOGOAUIIM OT KJISITIa, OHA YCIBIIIaa OT MaTepH,
YTO Ta MOUMET MOBUIOATLCS C €€ MPUHILIEM-TIr3. AHb P TOXKe 0YeHb CTpadalla B TIOpbMe, HO He MOTJIa
IIOHATH, [I0YEeMY TaKOe IIPOUCXOOUT, U Tellephb AyMaina, 4To JIo Baii MOXKeT cracTu UX C MaTepkIo.

Jlo Boaii 3aKphIT I'71a3a, OH He XOTeJl XKU3HU fAHb Jp, HO 60JIblile He MOT OTHOCUTLCS K 3TOU NEBYIIKe
KaK K CecTpe, Kak paHbllle, Beib 9Ta IeBOYKa MoxkeT Ha3kiBaTh JIyH Cioans 6paTom. JIyH CioaHb,
ctouso Jlo Bato nmogymarn o HeM, KaK TOJIBKO YTO yTUXIIAs HEHaBUCTh BCIIBIXHYJIA C HOBOU CHUJIOM.
STOT YeslOBeK U NpaBfa CIIoco0eH UCIOIb30BaTh B CBOMX HHTEpecax Jio0yio Menoub. [lomymMaTth
TOJIBKO, OH CyMeJ 3aIeiCTBOBAaTh CMEPTHULY U3 CeMbH JI10, BOCIIOIb30BaBIINCH €I0 BUHOU 110
OTHOIIIEHHIO K 9TOU CEMBE.

— [Ipunn-rara! — ronoc AHp Jp yKe OXPUIl OT KPUKOB, B TO 2Ke BpeMs BO JBOpE CIIBIIIAIUCE KPUKYU U
IPOKJISATHUS.

Korpa rosnoc Aup 9p 3aTux B otganenuu, CyHs JIM CHOBa BOIIEJ CO CBOMMMU JIFOAbMU U BBIHEC TEJI0
Tetu Xy.

— IlycTs ee Tena npegapyT 3emiie, — ckKasain Jlo Bau.



— Xopoito, s moHsI, — moobeman CyHs JIu.

Korpa nekaps Uy Bolesl B KOMHATy, KPOBb ¥ MO3TH Ha IIOJIy He YCIeIN OTMBITh. B MrHOBeHHE OKa
Oblyia MOTEPsIHA ellle OfHA YeJoBedecKas XKU3Hb, U B 3TOT MOMEHT cepAlle Jiekaps Uy I04yBCTBOBAJIO
6eccunue. Korga oH mopoImesn K KpoBaTH, YTOOH MPOBEPUTH JI0 Bast, TO MOHSI, YTO JIUI0 MAPHS
MICKaxXeHo 60JIbI0, HO OH yKe 3aCHYJI OT YCTaJIOCTH.

— [IpuHI elfe He e, — IpOIIeNTal IOAOMIEAIINI CTaphlidi eBHYX BaH.

— IlycTh cHayasna MoCIUT, — cKasas jiekaph Uy, OH mocuuTan, uto ecnu Jlo Bas pa3byouTs, TO TOT
TOYHO YCTPOUT 0UEPEIHYI0 HCTEPHUKY.

— Ero BenuuecTBo cerogHs He IpueneT? — CHOBA CIIPOCHII CTaphlid eBHYX BaH.

[Ipu sTom nekaps Uy B3rngHyn Ha CyHb JIu, npulllefiero BMecTe CO CTapblM €BHYX0M Bas. "9T10 Tak
CTPaHHO, OOBIYHO OH IIPUXOAUT YeTHIPe WU IISITh Pa3 B JeHb, HO CETONHS OH He IIpUIe HU pasy."

— BposcTByroinas MnepaTpuiia MONPOCHUIIA €T0 0 BCTpeYe, — TONBKO U cKa3aj CyHb JIu.

Kak Tonbko nekaps Uy ¥ cTaphiii eBHYX BaH ycibianu o mpockbe o0 BCTpede 0T BHoBCcTByOMIEH
VimmepaTpuilsl, To 06a cpas3y MOHSIM, YTO UMIIEpaTpUlla-MaTh, X03g1Ka HMIIEPaTOPCKOT0 rapeMa,
HaKOHeI] He BeIepaKasia BCcero npoucxopsuero. MHOXKeCTBO Hapony BuAeso, Kak Jlo Baii pyraercs
Ha ¥X uMnepatopa. HeT BO3MOXKHOCTH, YTO IIpU TaKOM He MOTIU MOWTHU TOJNKHU. JIo Boii BUHOBEH B
CMepTH IIpekHero uMieparopa. brimo 6wl cTpaHHO, ecu 661 BOoBCTBYIOIIass MMnepaTpulia Bce elre
MOTJIa ITHOPUPOBATE 3TO.

SToit Houklo JIo B3l MupHO mpocman BCio HOYb 0e3 CHOBUAEHHWM, U KOTHa OH OTKPHIJI I'71a3a, yKe
paccsero.

3an BooscTBytomeir iMniepaTpulibl, OmHAKO, OB HAMlOTHEH KPpUKaMu. TaM BCIO HOYb Ha ITPOJIET IIejt
pasroBop Mexny Cet Ma L{uH lla u BnoBcTBylommel MMnepaTpulieit, Ho Bce 06epHYIOCH TOTHEIM
IIPOBAJIOM.

— He 3a6rbiBait, OH yOuiila, yOUBIIHI TBOETO OTIa!

Cot Ma Llun [Ila BrIIIEN U3 OABOPIIA BOoBCTBYyIONIEH MMIIepaTpUIlsl U BCE ellle CIIbIai mo3agu cebs ee
THEBHBIE KPUKHU.

ConpoBoxKpaBluue, 3aCTHBILKE ClIeBa U ClIpaBa 0T BXOfa, 2KaJlejy, YTO He TIIyxXue, IOTOMY YTO 3TU
CJI0Ba He [OJIXKHBI OB OBITH YCIIBIIIAHEL CIIyTaMu.

Co1 Ma [uH IIla He cmaj BCIO HOYb, HO BCe Xe II0IIeJI Ha YTPEHHIO ayaueHu0. EqBa oH cesl Ha



CBOM TPOH OpaKOHa, KaK BHIIIJIA HECKOJIBKO MUHUCTPOB OTKPHITO yKa3aTh CBOEMY IIPABUTENIIO Ha €T0
omn6ky. CaHOBHUKY y2Ke 3HaJIM O IPOU30IIeIIIIeM IIPOIIJIOi HOYbi0 BO IBOPLe BHOBCTBYOIIEH
Wmnepatpuriel, nostoMmy Cel Ma Llun [la TyT Xe [I04yBCTBOBaJ I'HEB. JTU IPUIBOPHLIE
OCMEJMBAIOTCS JIe3Th B Iejla UMIIePaTOPCKOro rapema?

He ob6pamas BaumaHus Ha THeB Cel Ma Llun [la, npuaBopHbie CeBepHOTO AHS, 00BeAMHUBIINXCS
6maromaps o01elt HEHaBUCTH K Bpary, BLICTYIIMIN efUHBIM GPOHTOM 1 nonpocunu Cul Ma Llun Illa
BhICTIaTh JIo Bas u3 aBopua. [laxe ecnu Jlo Bau npepan Benukuii Yxxoy pagu CeBepHOro 4Hb, OH He
IoJKeH ObLI 0CTaBaThCA B UMIIEPATOPCKOM OBOPIIE.

Crl Ma LuH IIIa ¢ TakuM TpynoM ocTaBui mnopjie cebs JIo Bast, HaBeYHO 3afiep:KaB ero 37ech, Tak Kak
OH MOT IIPUCIYIIAThCS K YTOBOPaM MUHUCTPOB? YeM OoJbllle OH CTyIIAJT UX BRICTYIIJIEHUS, TEM
CUJIbHEE pa3ropasics OrOHb B ero ceppue. Ka3anocs, 3TM MUHUCTPEL BCE BCTalIu Ha CTOPOHY JIo Bad.
Cet Ma Ilun [Ila He MOT BBIHECTH MBIC/IH O TOM, 4TO JIo B3l fo/KeH OKUHYTh ero UMIIePaTOPCKUM
[IBOpELI, a YK NpefiCcTaBUB HaCMeIIKy Ha nutie JIo Basi, ecnu 6bI eMy DOBEIOCH YCIBIIIATh
CETOOHSIITHUE IPEII0KEHUS OT MPHUIBOPHLIX, OH OOJIbIIE HE MOT BEIHOCUTH 3TOTO:

— Hoctatouno! Bce Brl 3aTkHUTECH! — Chl Ma LluH [Ila CTYyKHY 10 UMIIEPaTOPCKOMY CTOJIY Iepex
coboit u Bctan, — Jemno JIo Bast He uMeeT K BaM HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIIEHUS, - CEPOUTO CKa3all OH
IIPUIBOPHEIM, OLLIEIOMJIEHHBIM €r0 ITOCTYIKOM, — JTO KacaeTcs MeHs U ero!

— [punn LI3uHbs TPUYKUHII BPE 300POBBIO TOCYAaps, — MPOXU3HEC OOWH U3 MUHUCTPOB HE CTPallach
CMepTH, KOTfla B 3ajle BO3HUKIIa HEJIOBKas I1ay3a, CTaHOBSICh Ha KOJIeHU, — JTO Impaja, Baie
BenmuecTBo?

"Naxe 9Tu QakTel HoaBepriuck ornacke." Buesanuo Cet Ma Llun [la ourytus, 94To B €ro rapeMe ecThb
He TOJIbKO IIpeflaTesiu U3 IPYruX CTPaH, HO U ero COOCTBeHHBIE IPUIBOPHEIE Ipefanu ero. Heyxenu
eMy IIPULETCS 3aMeHUTh BCIO IIPUCITYTY B CBOEM rapeMe Ha HOBYIO?

— Bamre BenugectBo! [Ipunn LI3uHE He MOXKET OCTaThCS! — IPOAOIKA TOBOPUTh MUHUCTD, BUAS
yTt0 Chl Ma u#n Illa MomuuT, — Cel4ac OH JHUIIb PAHWUI BacC, HO S CIBIIIAJ, YTO STOT YE€I0BEK
0e3:kaocTeH 1 xuTep. YTo HaM JesaTh, pelllr OH CHOBa HaBpeOuTh BaM, Bamre BenuyecTBo?!

3TO0T MHWHUCTD BO3I'JIaBUJI OBUXKEHNE, a OPYTrHe II0CIIea0oBaln ero IIpuMepy, 3asdBUB, 9YTO JIo Baii He
MO2KeT OCTaThbCA.

[Tpexpe y Hero He OBIII0 BO3MOXKHOCTH 0CTaBUTh JIo Basg Bo gBOpIIE, HO Teeph Y HETO HET
BO3MOXKHOCTH OCTaBUTh €My XKU3Hb. [ 11719 Ha BCeX 3TUX aluHBIX NPUABOPHEIX, Cl Ma LluH Illa He
MOT YOUTh WX TOJIBKO ITIOTOMY, YTO €T0 IOJYMHEeHHbIe YBeIlleBaju €ro, IOTOMY eMy IPUOeTCS YHTH
camoMy. OH BCTa/l ¥ BCTPSIXHYB PyKaBaM¥ XOTeJI IOKAHYTh 3al.

— Bamie BenuuecTBo, y IOAJAHHOTO €CTh ellle OOUH JOKJal, — KPUKHYI OPYTOM MUHUCTD y
nogHoXKusS HepuUTOBEIX cTymeHed, kKorga Cel Ma Lun I1la yxke cobupasncs pa3BepHYTLCS U YHTH.



— Ecnu peub Bce ellle mouaeT o mpuHile LI[3uHb, TO HE HY2KHO HUYET0 TOBOPUThH, — CEPAUTO CKalanl
Crl Ma un la.

— Iloknapn, IpefcTaBIeHHBIA MHOM, He UMeeT HUKaKOIro OTHOLIEHUS K IPUHIY L[3WHb, — TOPOIIJIUBO
IIPOU3HEC MUHUCTP.

Toneko Torga Cel Ma Lus Illa mocMOTpesl Ha 3TOr0 MUHUCTPA U 3arOBOPUI K 3TOMY BOEHHOMY
MUHUCTDY:

— Yrto y Tebs 3a meno?

— Heckonbko gHel Ha3ag KTO-TO U3 apMUM BUfeN B pailoHe LI3MHAy 4enoBeka, T0xoxkero Ha Mo
XyaH CaH, — CKa3aJl BOEHHBI MUHUCTD C MPauyHbLIM BEIpaKeHUEM JIulia.
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