[Tpocuysmmucs JIo Bait y3Han o cmeptu Cy Mot 2KeHb.

JInYHO COOOIIUBIINY 3Ty HOBOCTh €BHYX LIsiHb u3yyaoie ornsnen Jlo Bas, yBunes ero 6e3pasnmuiHoe
OTHOIIIEHUE K 3TOM HOBOCTH, OH CIIPOCHI:

— Bbl HamyraHel, IPUHIL, HE TaK JIU?

— 9to Bompoc Ero Benuuectra?

— Ero BenmuuecTBo 06CcyXKmaeT rocyjapCTBEHHEIE fIejla C CAaHOBHUKAMMU U CIIeMaIbHO ITpUKa3all
CBOEMY CIIyTe MPUUTH K IIPUHITY, — OTBETHI eBHYX LIsHb.

— OTa XeHIIVHa [IpUHajjIeXkallas K BaulemMy rapeMmy CesepHoro AHb, — cka3an Jlo Baii, — Kakoe
OTHOIIIEHNE KO MHE UMEET ee KU3Hb UJIN CMEPTh?

Ot cnos JIo Bas EBHyx LIHE nONEpXHYIICS.

— V ynpasnstomero LIsHE eCTh KO MHe ellle KaKoe-TO [eJI0? — CHOBa 3arosopui JIo Bau nensHsmM
ToHOM, — E1mle naxe He cTreMHero, a Ero BenuyecTBo CHOBa IPOCUT MeHS IIPUUTH?

OTpunaTenbHO MaxXHYB PYKOU, eBHYX LIgHb ynuBmnsancs, Kak y JIo Basg XxBaTuIo npunndns cKka3aTh
Takoe.

Jlo Bait cMoTpen Ha eBHYXa LIsHS XOTOMHBIM B3TJISIIOM, OH BCe ellle TOMHUI 6e3yMue IIPOIIION HOUM
B KOTOPOM HEBOJIbHO IIPUHSAJ y4acTHe, IPU MBIC/IM O IPOU30IIEIIeM K TOPIy IOAKaThBala TOIIHOTA.
He To uToOHI JIo Bait He cTpafas oT 4ero-to 60ee OTBPATUTEILHOTO, YEM IIPOIIION HOYbI0, HO B
9TOM KU3HU OH TSXKKO TPYAUICS, 4To0 n3bexkaTh 9TOT0, ¥ HUKOTTIa He 0XKHUOAJl, YTO BHOBb OMYCTUTCS
mo Tako# cremnenu. OT OOHOM MBICIH OT 9TOT'0 Y HEr'0 HauuHao 601eTh cepale.

— OrppixaiiTe, — CKa3asl eBHYX LIsHb, He CyMeBIINY BEITIHYTh U3 JIo Bas HU c/I0Ba U BEIHYXKEH OBLI
OTCTYTIUTb.

— I'maBHBIM ynpaBiagoWui L{sTHb, — OKJIMKHYJI €r0 CTapIIN ABOPLOBBIM €BHYX UMIIEPATPHULIEL, efBa
eBHYX L|sgHb BeImen u3 3ana O6pa3oBanus Pockl. — MMnepaTpuila Ipocuia IIOCETUTD €e€.

EBnyx LIsiHb 3HaJ, 4YTO UMIEpATpHUIla COOMPAETCs CIIPOCUTD €T'0 O CETOMHSIIHEM YTPE, ¥ CKa3al:

— IloHsm, 1 CKOpPO HaBely ee.

— YHpaBJ'IHIOH.II/Ifl LIsiHb, — CHOBa OKJIMKHYIJI €T0 TOT BUOA, YTO OH COGI/IpaeTCH YﬁTH, 9TOT CTapI.T.II/Iﬁ
HBOpI.IOBbII;I €BHYX - TOBEPEHHOE JIMIO0 UMIIEPATPHUIILI, a TaK2K€e YE€JIOBEK HOMED OOMH B 3TOM IBOPIIE.



— Bawm myuire cpa3y UATH Ha BCTpedy Cc uMmneparputeii. Ero BeauyecTBo CTPOTO 3anpeTus BXOOUTD B
3an O6pa3oBanus Pockl, U 51 yXKe HONT0e BPpeMS XKy BaC CHAPYXKHU.

— Mos BuHA. BaM NpUIINIOCh TaK [ONTO XKOAaTh MeHs, — YALIOHYJICS eBHYX LIgHb, — OTOT MIafIIni
IIPOCHUT Y BacC MPOILIEHHUS.

— Vupasnsiomuit LIsTHb, APYT MO#M, — TYT 3Ke U300pa3uil yIbIOKY CTApIINi JBOPLIOBLIA €BHYX, BUIS
oTHOILIeHue eBHyXa lIgHb. — Croesay MUJIOCTb.

Hoknapm ummnepaTopy u 06CyKaeHne roCynapCTBEeHHEIX [HEYW OKOHUYUIIOCH JIUIIb K HOUM B TPETHIO
HOYHYIO CTpaxy (BpeMs ¢ 11 yacoB go 1 yaca Houm). [Tocne Toro, Kak CriMa LIuHIIIa TOyKMHaM, OH
CHOBa ITpHKa3an eBHYXY LlsgHio mpuBecTH K cebe JIo Bas.

Jluto eBHyxa LlgHs cTano ropbkuM. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH 3apaHee 1103Bajl CTPaXXHUKOB CJI€JI0BATh 3a HUM,
yT00 He maTh JIo Baio maHca 60pOTHCS, KaK B MIPOLUTHIHM pa3, BEI3bIBAs MHOTO CYETHI.

OpHako, Ha 9T0T pa3 Jlo Baii He roBOpsI HU CJI0Ba Cpa3y IOCIef0Bal 3a eBHyxXoM LigHeMm.

Ot Takoro nosopora coObITUY €BHYX LIsHb 3abeCcroKoOunICs, U ellle Ha Bhxone u3 3ana O0pa3oBaHUs
Pocsl obrickarn ero, onacasck, 4To JIo Bait MoxkeT uMeTh 37104 yMbices HaBpeauTh Cel Ma Iun [la.

— ['maBHBIN yIIPaBASIOUUY CIUIITKOM ce0sd HaKpyuuBaeT, — pPacKphIBas pPyKHu Ojisi oObicKa cKasain JIo
Baii, — Ero Benm4ecTBo CUIbHBINM BOWH, KaK s, He U3y4aBIIni 60eBble HCKYCCTBA, MOTY IPUYUHUTD
€My XOTb [I0JIOBUHY Bpepna?

— Bawm, nIpuHII, He NOHATH HAC NOAYMHEHHBIX, HET HUYEro IJIOX0T0 B TOM, YTO0 NPOSIBUTH JIUIIHION
OCTOPOXKHOCTb, — YJIBIOHYJICS €BHYX LISHE.

Jlo Bait Toxke ynaBIOHYTICS.

Pyka eBHyxa LIsiHS 3aCThIIa, OH BUAEI 6€CYUCIIEHHOE YHUCTIO JIIOMIEeH, HO TAKyI0 YIIEIOKY BUETT
BIIEPBEIE, HEBOJIBHO B3APOTHYB.

Oxwupas JIo Bag Cet Ma Llun [lla Bo3nexkan Ha KpoBaTu. Korma oH yBupern, uto Jlo Baii ceropus
IIpHUIIEeN CaM, OH YOUBJIEHHO CKa3al:

— CeropmHs ThI TOCITYIIHBIH.

— Ecnu 6yny CONpOTUBNATHCS, MEHS OISITh CBSIXKYT M 3aCTaBAT MIPUUTH Clofla. — CKa3aJjl BOIIEIINi
Jlo Bait u octaHoBujCca. — Jly4iiie ot caMoOMy U ©30aBUTh BCEX OT HETIPUSATHOCTEH.



— Jlo Ba#i, Tri Gomnbie He Goutnbesa? — crpocun Cel Ma [un [la HanpsAriu Iullo, Py BUOe TOT, KaK
Jlo Baii Bcero 3a OVH IeHb TIepEMEHUIICS.

Jlo Bait 0TBEpHYJICS, TIOCMOTPEJ Ha MOJICBEYHUK C BHIpe3aHHHIM Ha HEM IPaKOHOM, CTOSIINM PSIOM C
KPOBAThIO, ¥ CKa3aJl:

— Yero MHe Temneps 0osThcsA? ChbllIal, YTo Ta XKeHIKHa Obita yourta Ero BenuuectBoM. Th
HaMepeH yOUTh U MeHs?

— C gero ObI? — 06HSB 0 Basi cka3an ToT. — Tebe HyKHa XKeHIMHA, 4TOO CKpacuia HaM HOYb?

— B rapeme Bairiero BenuyecTBa Tak MHOTO XKEHIIIUH, YTO flaXke eciu Oymeib yOUBaTh 110 OMHOM
KaX[blil IeHb, He CMOXKeIllb YOUTh UX BCeX, — XOJIOMHO 0To3Bascs JIo Baii.

— 3aTKHUCB! — 3akpuyarn ysa3BlieHHbM ci1oBaMu JIo Bas Cel a Lun [Ila, — 3a KOT0O TH MEHS
[IPUHUMAaEIIb? !

Jlo Baii 3akpsint poT, Cel Ma Ilus Illa Teneps OB TAKUM XKe cyMaclnenqmuM, Kak 1 JIyH CioaHs.

— 4 coxarero, 4TO IMO3BOJIUII 9TOM XKeHIHe KacaTbcsd Te0s1, — Col Ma Ilus Illa moacyHyn pyKy mox
Teso JIo Bas u mormanmuia TaMm.

— Tak BOT 3a 4YTO THI ee yOun? — ckasan JIo Bait He CONPOTUBMISALACE €r0 pyKaM, — THl XKe caM e
BeJIeJI CHeNaTh 3TO, TaK UTO B 3TOM He OBUIO ee BUHHL. Bamemy BennuecTBy He OBLIO HYKIH YOUBATh
ee.

— Xouellb CKa3aTh, 4YTO A ypOJI? — IIOMHTEPECOBAJICA OH, ITIOKYChIBasd €TI0 B IIEI0.

JIo Bait He OoTBETHII.

Oco3Has, uTo geixanue JIo Basg Havano yckopaTthscesi, Cbl Ma LluH Illa yCKOpUI OBUXKEHNE PYKHU.

— IOHus Ly, Teneps, Korpa g crtan UMnepatopoMm CeBepHOTO fHb, Y MEHS €CTh BJIaCTh pellaTh KU3Hb
¥ CMEepPThb B CTPaHe, BEPHO?

— 4 e npuHannexy CeBepHOMYy AHB, U MeHs He KacaeTCs, XOPOLIUY Tl UJIU IIJIOX0H, — Yepe3 CULY
nporosopui Jlo Baii.

— Jlymaenisb, st 103B0I0 Tebe BepHYThCsA? — Chl Ma Llun Illa cunpHO nmpukycun ryoy Jlo Bas.

—Yo6bemb MeHs1, — cKa3zaj JIo Baii, oTBopaunBasich B IMOMBITKE 30€KaTh MOCIEAYIOINX II0LIe/TyeB



Col Ma lun Illa, — U 5 He cMOTy BEepHYTHCS?

— Ho s moka He xouy Tebs youBaTth! — Chl Ma I{un Illa pyxHYJ Ha KpoBaTh, yBlIeKas 3a co60i JIo
Boas.

— Ax! — BHe3anHo u3pan JIo Baii, 30rHYBIIKNCH BCEM TEJIOM.

Cet Ma Llun [la BeITamuI pyKy U3 BHYTPeHHUX ofeX[ JIo Basi, KoTopas cTajia MOKPOU U CKOJIB3KOM.
[TocMOTpeB Ha HECKOIBKO A€30PUEHTHPOBAaHHbIN B3Iy JIo Bas, oH yIBIOHYIICS ¥ CMOYUIT MOKPOH
pykou pot Jlo Basg.

— Cymacmenmmii! — Bce Taku pyruyncs Jlo Bau.

Cel Ma [uHn [Ila Bocmonb30Bajcs MOMEHTOM, Korma JIo Ba#i oTKPEIT POT, YTOOR OTPYTaTh €r0, CYHYII
CBOM M3Ma3aHHbIe OeJIEIM HaJbILl eMY B POT.

Cxas uemntocty, JIo Bayl mpuKycun ero nanblisl, IOYyBCTBOBAB BO PTY BKYC KPOBH.

Ha ato Cer Ma luH Illa naxe He pa303N1uiics. BEITAHYB naiblikl, OH nouesnosa JIo Bas, 3Hasd, 4To
TOT HE II03BOJIUT €My 3TOT0, I0O9TOMY CXBaTWJI FOJIOBY U IPULEPKAJl €My YeJl0CTh, 3aKJII0OYUB B
CTaJIbHYI0 XBaTKy. Kak TOIBKO ero s3bK 0Ka3ascs Bo pTy Jlo Bas, Cel Ma Lun [Ila noyyBCcTBOBAaI,
KaK OH BCe ellle IIBITAeTCS YKYCUTD ero, II03TOMY NIPOAOJIXKal fepXkKaTh ero YeoCTh, He II03B0IAS
3aKPHITh POT.

B utore pTh 060MX MyKYKWH HAIIOJIHUIUCH BKYCOM, XapaKTePHBIM AJIst 6es10ii XKUIKOCTH.

Kaxk Tonmpko HOHGHYfI 3akoHuuscs, JIo Bai BcKounm u CKOPYHUIJICA Ha KPadlo KPOBATH, I'lle €TI0
CTOIIIHUIIO.

— He npuBnbik K co6cTBeHHOMY BKyCcy? — Cil Ma Llun [lla noxnomnan Jlo Basg mo cnune.

[TopusB pyKy, JIo B3l OTTONKHYI JTafl0Hb [TOXJIONLIBAOLIYIO €r0 CIKHY.

— Jlo Baii, s melCTBUTENBHO He X04y, YTOOBI Thl yMUpas. — yBiekumch, Cel Ma Lun [lla HaBamuncs
Ha JIo Basi, — Brisio 681 300poBO, eciu OBl THI MOT POAUTL MHE pebOeHKa.

— Trt 6e3ymelr! — omnsiTh He BeIAepKan JIo Baii.

— 41 comten ¢ yma mocie BCcTpeuu ¢ ToOoi! — ctaruBas ¢ JIo Bast ogexkny orBeTun Cet Ma Llun Ila, —
FOus 1u, s Hu 3a uTo He otmyury Tebsi! Tebe He ocTaeTCs HUYEro APYroro, Kak CjaenoBaTh 3a MHOM!



Ot CnoB Cet Ma [lun IIIa ceppaue JIo Bast 3amepno. OTKPEIB POT, OH XOTEJI CIIPOCUTD €ro 00 9TOM, HO
TyT s13bIK Cbl Ma L{un IIla BOCIIONTb30BAJICS CHUTYyallded, 3aTKHYB ero, a TeJI0 CHU3Y IPOH3usIa 60I1b,
OTYEero OH yxKe He MOT 60Jbllle HUYEero CIIPOCHUTb.

— 4 Tebs HU 3a 4TO He oTnyily, — noBTopsa Cel Ma Llus IIla cHOBa U CHOBA, OBNIafieBasl €T0 TEJIOM
[o Tex nop, noka Jlo Baii He 00MSK NIOR HUM U He 3afeprajcs B KOHBY/IbCUSX.

Ot unTeHcuBHHIX ABuxKeHu# Cel Ma [luH Illa, B ceparie JIo Bast HapacTaia MpoH3uTeIbHast 00JIb,
KOTZla OH y2Ke elBa CHAepzKUBAJICS U FOTOB OB 3aKpU4aTh, TOT, HAKOHEL], IPEKPATUII CBOU ABUKEHUS.
Jlo Baii TgKeo Aplmial, moka 00Jb B €T0 CepAlle He YTUXJa.

— He moxe1nb 00JIbIlIe 3TOTO BEIHOCUTL? — 3aMeTHB cocTosiHue JIo Basg, Cel Ma Llun Ila npoTsuyn
PYKY u KOocHyJIcs ero yi6a. He oOHapyKuB kKapa, OH IIOCMOTPEJ IO €T0 TeJI0, KPOBOTEYEHUS TOXKE HE
OBLII0, I0OTOMY OH B3SIJI IIOJIOTEHIIE C TIOOYILIKY U BEITEP eMy IOT ¢ nuiia, — KOHb Ly, ecnu TH
OCTAHEIILCS CO MHOH, 51 Oyny K Tebe XOpoIIo OTHOCUTCS.

— Tebe nyumre He Beputh JIyH CroaHio, — cKa3ain JIo Baii, mpuinoxus pyKy K rpyau. — Ecnu oH He
nonBest TeOsl OMHAXK/bI, KOT/la BB COTPYOHUYAY, 9TO He 3HAUUT, YTO OH CHEPIKUT CBOE CIIOBO BO
BTOPOMU pas.

— Becnokowumibest, yto JIyn Cioanb 0OMaHeT MeHS, WK Thl OecrioKousest, uto ecnu JIyH CioaHb
CHOBa O0BEIMHUT CO MHOM CBOM CHJIBI, TeOe MPUIeTCs OCTaThCs CO MHOM B CeBepHOM fHb HaBEeKu? —
BHe3amHo CypoBo crpocun ero Cel Ma Lun Illa

— Xopomio, — Jlo Bau cnokoitHo mocMotpen Ha Cel Ma Lus Ila u cka3an, — Tsl IPOCUIIL MEHS
cnenoBaTh 3a ToOou noOpoBonbHO. Ecnu TH yobemrs JIyH CioaHs, 1 ocTaHych B CeBepHOM AHb [0
KOHIIa XXU3HU. THl MOKeIllb 9TO chaeaTh, Bamie BenuuecTBo?
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