B utore, korma Jlo Bait mpubsin B MunuctepctBo PMHAHCOB, TO, €fIBa BOMIS Ty[da, OH 3aMETHUII, UTO
B3TJISIBI JIIONEH Ha Hero Ka3ajucCh He CIIMIIKOM-TO ImpusTHbie. Ornsmes ceOs, JIo Bait moTporan nuto,
IIOCUMTAaB, UTO M3-3a OTCYTCTBUS CHA OH BBITJIAOUT YPOLJIMBO U CTPALIHO.

— Co MHOU 4TO-TO He Tak? — crpocu’ JIo Baul y unHOBHUKOB MunuCTEpCTBA OPUHAHCOB.

— H-HeT, — mocCIemHo 0TBETUIT YUHOBHUK C HEJIOBKOM yIIBIOKOM, KOTOPOTO crpocut JIo Boaii.

PewruB He 0co60 Hag 3TUM 3afyMbIBaThCs, JIo Baii mepenan Bce He0OOXOAUMEIE JOKYMEHTHI, KOTOPhHIE
eMy Heo0X0oouMo OBLII0 OCTaBUTh, IPO3aHMMAaBIINCh 3TUM [0 ONyaHsd. Mi3HauansHo JIo Bait xoTen
nooOenaTh B MuHHCTepCTBEe PMHAHCOB, @ 3aTEM BEPHYTHCS BO ABOpel. [Ipexme yeM OH yCIIes OTHATh
IIpUKa3, OH YBUOEN, KaK B ero KabWHeT TOPOIUIMBO BoIien Bait JIaHb.

— Mornopoit macTep, — noKJoHuUsCS Baii JIans JIo B3to B IpUCYTCTBUU TOCTOPOHHUX.

— [Touemy TH 3meck? — crpocuit JIo Bait BcTaBast [y IPUBETCTBUS, 00paloBaBIIKCh MTOSBIEHUI0 Bai
Jlansg, — Ilpuwen ysugeTca?

Bou JlaHb B3rJIAHYII Ha CUOSAIIUX B KOMHATE YMHOBHHUKOB.

— X0y, — BCe YMHOBHUKY IOTHSINCH U 00paTunuch K Jlo Bato, — MuI monigeM.

— WpuTte moembTe, — cKasan uM JIo Bait ¢ yiaeI0KOM.

Bce unHOBHUKY yHanunuck, octaBuB JIo Bas u Bau JlaHsI TOBOPUTH HaeUHE.

— Yrto cnyuyunocs? — JIo Baii momoxkpgas, IoKa ToJila Pa3ouaeTcs, 1 CHOBa IOCMOTpe Ha Boaii JlaHs,
TOJIBKO TOTMIa 3aMETHUB, YTO BEIPAaXKEHUE Y TOTO He 04eHb xopoiee, — Tebe MI0X0? — MOCIEeIIHO
CIIPOCHII OH, OTSIHYBIIKCH TIOLTyIaTh 100 Bait JlaHs.

— Moropo#t Mactep, Tebe HYKHO BEPHYTHCS TOMOU, — [IEPEXBATHUB €r0 PYKy cKa3an Baii JlaHb. —
Kanunep xpuet Te6s.

— Orer ummet MeHs? OH OymeT foMa B TakKou yac? — crpocur Jlo Baii.

— Momnopoit MacTep, ugeM, — cKasajl Bai JlaHb OKMHYB B3Ir/ISI0M CyneOHBINM 321 MUHUCTEPCTBA, —
OO6CymuM TI0 TYTH.

[TocnemoBaB 3a Boait JlaneM, JIo Bait Brilienn u3 cymeOHOT0 3ajla MUHUCTEPCTBA, CEJl B 9KUIIaX U
HaIpaBUJICSI 00pPaTHO B pe3uneHuuio J1o.



— YT0 BCe Taku Ciay4unocsk? — crnpocui Baii Jlans Jlo Baui cugs B skunaxe, — YTo-To He TaK C MOUM
BTOpBIM OpaToM? Mnu Mot crapiuii 6pat 3apa3usics Tou 60me3nbi0? — [1o MueHuto Jlo Basi, ecnu u
€CTb 4TO-TO CyMeBlIee BEIHYOUTH JIo Yxkxu 110 ocTaThCs HOMa B TAKOX 4ac, TO 3TO IPOUCIIECTBUE B
ceMmbe. Ecnmu ¢ HUM cerdac BCe B IIOPANKe, TO 3HAYUT 3T0 ¢ JIo Lu, unu ¢ Jlo 113e npou3omen
HEeCYaCTHHIN CITydau.

— C Humu 060uMHM BCe B IOPSIKE, — IIOKa4aJsl rojoBoi Bai JlaHs.

— Torpa B ueM memno? — cupocurn Jlo Baii. On nogyman o HamepeHuu JIo 1133 B3sTh ¢ coboii Bau
JlaHs, KOr[a TOT OTIIPABUJICS Ha I0r0-BOCTOK IOIABISATL BOCCTaHKHE. MOXKET, ero BTOPOM OparT mocian
ele OfIHO MHUCHMO, Tpocs Bait Jlaus momoub emy? Het, 3T0 Bpsia v, OH OBI CIIPOCHUII €I'0 CaMOTO0, U He
cTan OB BMEIIMBATh OTIla. — JIaHb, B yeM fesno? He 3acTaBisiii MEHST BOJIHOBAThLCS, JIAHO?

— TOrpa cnymau, TOIBKO HE CEPAUCS.

— He cepputcs? — ynusuncst JIo Bait, — 910 060 MHe? YTO TaM HA4YeT MeHs?

— Ilo cTonuie cyTpa Hayas MOJI3TU CIyX, — Hadasl roBOpPUTh Bau Jlans u 3amonyasn. OH CMOTpen Ha
Jlo Basi u IBHO XOTeJl CKa3aTh, HO He 3HaJl Kak, 00fyMbIBasl faJibHEeUIIe CI0Ba.

— IIpocTo ckaxu yxke, — 3aHepBHUYas JIo Baii. OH He MOT IpUAyMaTh HU OJHOTO CllyXa, KOTOPBII
Mor OBl Pa30MTHCH O HEM. B mocrenHee BpeMst OH COBCEM He IeJlall HUYero Takoro, 3a YTO ero MOXKHO
Ob1710 OBI OCYIUTE.

— 9TuUM YTPOM, HHA C TOTO HH C CET0, BCE IIPUHAIINCH 06Cy}KHaTB MOJIOOOTr0 MacCTepa.

— Y, 9TO OHU TOBOPST?

— OHU roBOPAT...

— Ecnu 9T0 crieTHs, TO SBHO HemoOpasi, — He Bhmepxkar JIo Bait. — JlaHb, CKaXu yKe, B 4eM MeHs
00BUHSAIOT?

— T'oBopaT, — Bait JIanb r71y60K0 BOOXHY ¥ €[Ba CIIBIIIHO BEIOOXHYJ, — [OBOPST, MOJIOMOM
TOCIIONUH CITyKUT MMIepaTopy CBOUM TEJIOM.

Tonoc Bait ans Ovi1 Tak TUX, 4TO JIo Bait coBceM HUYero He pa3oOpai. [IpunoXuB 1afioHb K yXy, OH
HAKJIOHUJICSI K HEMY, IIePEeCIIPOCHUB:

— YTo TH cKa3amn?



— Byaro TH ciyxkuine MMiepaTopy CBOUM TEJIOM.

I'nasa JIo Basi pacmupuiuch, ¥ KpOBb MTHOBEHHO OTXJIBIHYJIA OT Julla. He To, 4T06 ero He 0OBUHSIIH
B T0l06HOM paHbllle, HO OH HUKOTT]a He yMaJl, YTo JlaXKe B HOBOM KU3HM OH He u36eXKHUT momo6Horo!

— Macrtep, — Bau Jlaub nocmernHo B35 JIo Bast 3a pyKy u ¢ TpeBOrou ckKa3sas, — He rHeBalics, TBoe
TeJI0 OYEeHb BaXKHO.

— Kak Mornu Bo3HUKHYTH Of00HEIe ciiyxu? OTKy[a OHU B3ANMUCh? — crupocu Jlo Baii.

[lepBast Mricinb, BO3HUKINIASA ¥ Hero - 4To 310 JIyH CroaHb. Ho 3aTeM cam XKe opoBepr 3To
nofo3penue, Kak 0wl JIyn CloaHb ero HeHaBUfell, OH He CTasl Obl TOCTYIaTh MOJO0OHKIM 00pa3oMm.

— Ero BenuuecTtBo YZXKe IIPHUKa3all paCCliegoBaTh 3TO, — CKa3all Baui JlaHb.

— Ero BenuyecTBo TOXKe 3HaeT? — CTajl COBCEM MpayHbIM JIo Baii. — JT0 Beqp He TOIBKO 00 yTexax
¢ UmmepaTtopom, BepHO? UTO ele?

— Bce ocTanbHbIE CITYXU UCXOOSAT U3 TOU XKe TEMBHI.

— Jlyutie ycnblaTh 3TO OT Te0sI, 4eM Ha ynule, — ckasas Jlo Baii. — 4 He U3 Tex, KTO He BHIHOCUT
OKa3aThCs IOpULlaeMbIM, HO, pa3Be Ero BenuuecTBo He 0Ka3ascs NOpUILlaeMbIM BMECTE CO MHOK?

Ecnu 6wt oH, JIo Ba#i, cinyxun MMmepaTopy CEKCOM, TO TOI'0 MOXKHO ITIOCYUTATh CIIaObIM ITPaBUTENIEM,
nagKuM Ha Kpacorty. JIo Baii coBceM He cTpaluiics mofoOHBIX I'PSA3HBIX CIyX0B. Korga oH
IIpefCcTaBuil, Kak BMecTe ¢ HUM pyraioT u UMmnepartopa Cus Y, To UCHBITalI YyBCTBO MEeCTU. B ero
IIPOLINOY XKU3HU ceMbsl JIo mocTpafana ot JIyn CioaHs, Ho uMeHHO MMnepatop CuH Y uspgan yka3 o0
YHUUYTOXKEHUM ceMbH, U JIo Ball Bcerma siCHO oco3HaBal 3TOT PakT. Ero pemyTauusi COBCEM He
BaxKHa, HO OblI0 OBl cMeIlTHO, ecyu Obl penyTanus Mmmneparopa CUHT Y 0Ka3aiach paspylleHa.

— 41 He 3Ha10 nmogpobHOCTEM, — Batt JlaHb HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi HaOmioman 3a nuiiom Jlo Bas, ToT He
TOJIBKO BEPHYJICS K cele mpexHeMy, HO gaxe obpamoBasncs. OH KocHyscs n6a JIo Basi, cipocuB, —
Bce B nopsimke Mactep? — Bait JlaHb oueHsb Oosicst, uTo Jlo Baii corten ¢ yma oT rHeBa.

— A 4-T0 3agaBancs BOIIPOCOM, C 9€ero 3TO ClIyXKalllke CerogHs TaK CTPAHHO ce0s1 BeJIu 1 BCe BpeMs
ISIININCh Ha MeHs1. OKa3bIBaeTCs BCe M3-3a CIIYXOB. JlaHb, IIPOCTO CKaXu BCE, YTO 3HAEIIb.

— ToBopsrT, 6ynTo MoJIOmOM MacTep... — Havan Bai JIaHb ¥ IATh 3aMoT4all.

— Cnyxut IMIiepaTopy CBOMM TEJIOM.



— BynTo 9T0 U eCcTh IpUYMHA, 10 KOTOPOU Te0s ofapuiu TUTYIOM X0y B CTOJIb MOJIOIOM BO3pacTe. —
cka3as Bau Jlanb, oueHb nepexusasd 3a JIo Basg. — OT ke o4yeBupHas KiaeBeTa, TUTYT MacTep
IIOJIy4YUJI 3@ OCTUXKEHUS B ropofe Yiryas!

— 41 He 371I0CB, TaK MOYEMy THI 3MIUIILCA? — YCIIOKauBarllle moxyionas oH Bau Jlansa no pyke, —
[Toxoxke, KTO-TO IPUHSI IIPOTUB MEHS MEePHL.

— U k10 Xke€7?

— Ecnu ckaxy, 4TO y MeHsI MHOTO Bparos, TO He IpeyMeHbIy. — OTKIUKHYICcA JIo Bait. — Komy Ero
BenuuecTBo mpukasasn pa3obpaThCs B 3TOM?

— Kaniiep 3HaeT, 5 e He BXOXK B IIPUABOPHBIY Cy[I, TaK OTKy[a MHe 3HATh?

— OO6CyXy 9TO0, KOTfia 5 YBUKYCh C OTIIoM, — JIo Bait yman B 00bsiTHS Bait JlaHs. — 3TO K NTydIemy,
JlaHb, KOTHA 3TOT CJIyX BHIIET HApyXKYy, s O0JIbIe HE CMOT'Y OcTaBaThCsa B 3ane BeuHoro CBeTa, U y
MeHs OyneT BpeMs [y Te0s.

— Macrtep, — Baui JTaHb He MOT IIOHSTh, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT B royioBe y JIo Bag, ero ke Tak rps3HO
okneBetanu. Korga B ux ocobHsKe y3Hamu 00 9Tux cnyxax, To Oy Xya u Jlo Yxkwu Lo enBa He ymMepinu
OT rHeBa. Tak ImoyeMy ero MOXKHO Jake Ha3BaTh CUACT/IMBEIM? — Bce 0 4eM THl fymMaellb, 3TO
IIPOBOOXTHL CO MHOM BpeMs?

— He xouerms OBITH CO MHOU? — oTO3Basica JIo Bai.

— Xouy, HO...

— Tcce, — Jlo Bau npukpsul pot Baii Jlaus, — [Ipyrue MOryT rOBOPUTH BCE, YTO YTOOHO, MHE BCe
paBHO, Numib Obl JIaHb BepUsl MHe.

Baii JIans yopan pyky Jlo Bas u, mepXka ee B CBOeil pyKe, OTBETHUI:

— KoHeYHO 51 Bepio MacTepsl, HO He MOTY IIPOCTUThH KJIEBETY B TBOIO CTOPOHY.

— He Bonnyiics, — Jlo Bait nepeBepHYyIcs B 00bATUSX Bait JIaHs u jier K HeMy Ha KoneHu, — Ero
BenuyecTBY CTOUT TPEBOXKUTHCS U3-3a 3TUX CIIYXOB 00JIbIIe YeM MHe. PactipocTpaHss Takue
Mep3KHUe CIIyXH, fa elle U B CTO/Ib TSAXKEJbIYA IO, YEM ITHU JIIOAN OTIAYAITCS OT MATEKHUKOB?

— Torpa, kakve HaMepeHus MacTepa? He oOpariaTe BHUMaHUS? — cIpocu Baii JlaHb.

— He ob6pamath BHEMaHus. [IpOCTO MHTEPECHO Y3HATh O IeNIM YeJI0BeKa, PACIIPOCTPAHUBIIIETO 3TH



CITyXH.

— EcTb unen?

— Eme HeT, — oTBeTun JIo Bait HeMHOT O ImogyMmasB, OH BOO6I.T.Ie He MOT IIPpegCTaBUTh KTO 3TO.

— 910 3kunax L3uHbpu X0y, — pa3pascs KEeHCKUU r0JI0C CHapyXKu.

Baii Jlanb cpa3y npukpsil yimu Jlo Bato, oH He X0Tes, YTOOB TOT YCIIbIIIAN 3T 37100HbBIE
KOMMeHTapuu. TOJIbKO 0ThexXaB nopasblie Bau JIaHb OTIIYCTUII €0, U KaK TOJIBKO OH OTIIYCTUJI, TO
ycabiman cmex Jlo Bag.

— Trl eme cMmeembesi? — Bait JlaHb akKypaTHO ynnoxun JIo Bas u ckasan, — B 970 BpeMs y Teb4 ele
€CTb CUJIBI CMEeSThCS?

— Jlaub, — c ynbIOKoit cka3an Jlo Baii, — 4 He X&KeJaio 0CTaBaThCS B CTOJIKIIE, MBI MOTJIU OB
oTtnpasutcs B CroaHb YKO0y paHbLIe.
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