[To4yTu BCA omexkpa, BUCeBIIas B MKady, Oblta xKeHCKoU. TaM ObIIM YOHCAMBI U AJIMHHEIE I00KU, BCe
13 XOPOIINX TKaHeH, ¥ YyTh IpaBee OBe 3aCTETHYTHE MaHOAPUHOBHIE KYPTKU U [AJIUHHBIE MYKCKHIE
XasaThl.

[ITIka¢ mpenmnonoKUTENbHO OB 3AIUIIEH OT MOJIM, TaK KaK Yepe3 TPUIIATh JIeT OfeXKaa COXpaHuia
CBOIO (hOpPMY M IIBET.

Ha pgHe mkada B XaOTUYHOM MOPSAKE JTeXkKaJIu IBa YOHCaMa.

Bait Jlucuub momoOpas oguH U3 YoHcaMoB. OH MOCMOTPEN Ha Hero 1 yBHUIe/ KaKue-To MsATHa Ha [He.

Tpoe Apyrux UrpoKoB, HaKOHEI], CTPSXHYJIU IIbIJIb C T7a3.

['ma3a XygoIiaBoro MyK4YMHB 3arOPEIMCh IIPYU BHUJIe YCTPOMCTBA BHYTpHU: «Bay, 60cc, 3TOT CTOM,
CTYJIbSI ¥ YKpAIIeHUs CTOAT Kyuy geHer! Mul padboraTeeM, eciiy mpogaguM ux!»

KysHen: «MrpoBele 09Ku — 3TO AeHbru! [lake eCiy Thl BHITALIUIIH 9TH AParoleHHOCTH, OHU He OyayT
CTOUTh U eHHU. U Tebe mazke HaIlJIeBaTh Ha TO, YTOOH 3abpaTh BEIM YMEPIUX monei? He
IIoBe3Jo!»

Baii JIucvHb BHIIIEN U3 ClIa/IbHY U IOBEPHYJICS K IPYTUM KOMHATaM.

BeposiTHO TOTOMY, 4TO MecTO OBIJIO He BCeraa 3aHsATO, Apyras KOMHaTa Obllla TOCTEBOM, a OCTAJIbHbLIE
KOMHATHI OBLIIM IIYCTH ¥ He 00CTaBJIEHHI.

Bait JIucuub obolen 3afgHuil gBop. B riyOuHe mBOopa OBINIO TPY KOMHATHL: KYXHS, IIOACOOHOE
TIOMeIleHre ¥ HeHUCIIoab3yeMasi KOMHaTa.

KyxHs Kullesa mayTUHOM, a Ha [HEe KaCTPIOJIb ¥ CKOBOPOJOK Oblyia IJIeCEHb.

B nopmco6HOM moMelrieHuy GbI7T0 HECKOJIBKO TTOJIOK C pa30pOoCaHHbIMU PAa3HbIMU ITPEOMETaMHU, a Ha
IanbHEM KOHIIe ITOJIKU CTOsIa IepeBIHHas OoukKa.

Batt JIucuHb Me[iJIeHHO IeJT 10 KOMHAaTe, HaKJIOHSSICh, YTOOBl paCCMOTPETh Kak/yI0 JeTalb.

I 11351, CTOSBINMI Ha BEICOTE, CMOTpPeEJI BHU3 Ha TO, 4YTO OBIITO rnepen HUM, JI00OIBITCTBO U XKaOgHOCTb
B €ro Ijia3ax nmpAaTajucChk B BO3OyXe.

[ITrpoKuX KEePTBEHHBIX 0K OBIJIO MPOCTO HEAOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI IIOTHOCTEIO 00EPHYTH TEJI0
1oHOIIH. B cBoeM BricOKOM monoxkeHuu [u 113s Mor BumeTh Oeyio 3afHIOI0 YacTh IIeH, CIPSITAHHYIO
TI0J MaHTHeEN, KOT7la OH CJIerKa OIYCTHUJI TOJIOBY.



OH 0OBI1 30€eChb OeccyeTHOe KOJIMYECTBO JIeT. 3UMHHUE CHera pacCTadin, U IIOABUIINCh BECEHHHUE ITOYKH.
o BpeMs, OH BUOEJI MHOT'O YyOeCHBIX Belllel u BCTPpEYaJl MHOTUX U3 3TUX IIOTYCTOPOHHHUX
IIOCETUTENIEN, HO HU OHA U3 HUX HE IIPHUBJIEK €TI0 BHUMaHHUsA TaK, KaK IOHOIIIa I1epe] HUM.

On PaBHOOYIIHO CMOTPEII, KaK 3THU JIIOOU 0exKaIu B CIEIIKe U CMOTPEJIX C BEICOTEI Ha TO, KaK OHH
YMHUDAJIX B OTYAsAHUHA. Ha ux nuiiax Bcerma OBIIT CTpaX U TpeIlleT nmepenq Hen3BeCTHOCTEIO.

ToNMBKO 3TOT MOJIOMOM YeI0BEK ObII HEMHOTO APYTHM.

OH OBIJT TOX0XK HA XUJITHUCTOTO TOPHOTO SHB(ba, KOTOPOTI O IpecienoBain KPACHBIE IIAYKH.

OH BRITIAOEN crabbIM 1 HEXHEIM, HO CMOT BI::IPY6I/IT]:> KPACHBIX ITIayKOB, KOTOPEIE OBILTT B HECKOJIBKO
Ppa3 CUJIEHEE €T0.

[Tot crekan co nmba bait JIucuHs, ¥ OH BOCIOJIb30BAJICS 3TOM Karjieu, YTOOR IPU3EeMIUTHCS Ha
YTOIKY Ty0 IOHOIIH.

2Kapkasi TeMneparypa u Obiolieecs cepaile — BCe 3TO IIeK0Taslo ero pacCynoK. ITO 3aCTaBUIIO €ro
3ax0TeTh 3abpath oHOLIY cefe U MHTETPUPOBATh ET'0 B CBOIO KPOBb ¥ KOCTH.

HacTomnbko, 4TO He OTTOJIKHYJI IOHOIITY, YBUOEB, KAaK TOT IIOIIdOA€T B TOpﬂ‘II/IfI HNCTOYHHUK, I'Te OH
0OBIYHO XKHUBET. BMECTO 9TOT0 OH IIOMOT OYHCTHUTDH BCE €ro TeJo, BRICIIEOUII OJISA HETO KPACHOT' O ITayKa
1 PACCTEeJINII €T0 MeX, YTOOHI MOJIOZIOM YeJIOBEK MOT Ha HeM OTOOXHYTh.

Bait JIucuHb ciierka HaKJIOHUJICS, U IITUPOKOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO OBIIO eBa Pa3IUYUMO.

Boma Ha ero 11ee BOPYT OBAXKIOEI BCKUIIEJId, MEJIEHHO PACTEeKasiaCh B IBd IIOTOKA BOIHI.

Msrkue CTpyu BOOHI ITPEBPAIlaIUCh B OCTPHIE UTJIB, BCTPeYasiCh C OeXKA0N, ¥ MTPOXOIUIIN IIPSIMO
CKBO3b Hee, 3aTATHBas IIKXPOKUIL BEIPE3 U CKPHIBasl BHYTPU TOYKU MEOBOTO I[BETaA.

3aTteMm [Iu L35 B BO3Oyxe 3alpOKUHYJ I'OJIOBY K HEOY U CIeTKa MPUIIYPHUII T1a3a.

HI/IKOMy He IIO3BOJIEHO CMOTPETHh Ha €ro KOJIJIEKIHUIO.

Baii Jlucusb 00BICKAJ IIOACOOHOE TOMEIeH)e ¥ BCKOPE YBUMAE B I0JTy 6ojiee IMIMPOKYIO Wb, Ie
OBLITH CIIPSITAHEI BCIKKME MEJIOYH.

Kor{a Tpoe UTPOKOB BOLIUTM B KOMHATY, OHM CITyYalHO yBUOENH, KaK Ball JIMCHHD OTKPHIT CKPHITHIN
IIPOXO,.



B komHaTe mpsiMoro agupa.

[HepT, uTO C 3TOM CHEMKOM? 4 mouTH yBumen Kntouuy bai JIncuns.]

[3T XKepTBEeHHBIE OfIeSTHUS BHITJISIAT OJOBOJIBHO 9JIETAHTHO U IIMPOKO, HO ST HE 0XKU[aJ, YTO OHU
OynyT TaKUMU 3aKPHITHIMA. |

[ mpusHato, uTo mpocTto *LSP'd.]

*CoCcpenoToumICA Ha CEKCyaJIbHOU CTOPOHE Bellen.*

[He oxwupasn, 4T0 y Ky3Hella eCTh MO3TH. HeyIuBUTENBEHO, YTO C HUM o6paIaoTcs Kak ¢ 60ccoM. ]

[On manenbpkui, Ho Bor CuHb 04eHb 00JbII0N. MOXKHO CPAaBHUTL?]

[Bonpmoi? Yto 6ombioe?]

[?777]

[Kak mamvHa BAPYT YCKOPHUIACh?]

[3T0... 3TO OBINTA LIIyTKa. TaK MM MHa4e, OH Halllell ellle OOUH CKPHITHINA MPOXO. ]

[CrHauasa pacckaxu MHEe 06 3TOM CEKPETHOM IIPOX0fe, CTAapPhIM UT'POK. ]

[4 yXe He 3HaI0, MbI HE [OIIIK OO 3TOT0 MOMEHTA... y2Ke ObLIT0 BpeMsi, KOTIa MBI TIOIYYUIIH KITI0Y K
70% U3 yCT OePEeBEHCKOTO CTaPOCTHL. ]

XyaH Mao 111e71 B KOHIIE TEMHOT'0 CEKPETHOr'0 IIpoxoaa, a XYI[OHJ;aBBII;I YEeJIOBEK IIIEeJI B Ha4dalle.

KysHers 6611 BTOPEIM, a bait JIMCUHE - TPETHUM.

[Toka XymouaBEIil YeJI0BEK MEMIJIEHHO I1ell ¢ (pakesoM B pyKe, Ky3Hell oryisHyics Ha Bait Jlucuns.

TyCKJIbIH CBET OTYETNIMBO Iafas Ha nuiio bai JIucuHs, nenas ero u 6e3 TOro KpacuBoe JIUIO elle



0oJiee HEXKHBIM 1 TPOTraTEJIbHEIM.

Ornensb B cepalle Ky3Hella HECKOIBKO Pa3 yIapuiIcs 0 HETO, U OH TSKeJI0 CTTIOTHYII.

«3T0... Ba#t JTucuHb, T 60UIILCS? THI MOXKEIb CIIPSITAThCS B MOUX OOBSITHUSX, €CITH X0YeIIb»,

Crierka JIETKOMBICJIEHHEBIY I'OJIOC HECKOJIBKO pa3 YCUJIUJICS B IIyCTOM KaMEHHOU NOPOXKKe, U XyaH Mao
paccmesncs.

Bripaxkenue nuiia bait Jlucuts O6b110 6€3pa3TuyHbIM, ¥ OH TPOUTHOPHUPOBAJ €T0.

KysHel gymar, 4To OH 3aIl0JIy4uI €ro.

«Bait JIucunb, He Oymb 6ecCTRIIHBIM. C TAaKUM COOJTa3HUTENIbHBIM JIMIIOM, THI O CHX IIOP He 3Haelllb,
YyeM Tl paHblie 3aHuMasca? [IoueMy Thl IPUTBOPSEIIbC ?»

«Takas KpaCaBulIla, KdK ThI, BCeTa NOJIZKHA OOETECA KPaCHUBO U JIEYkb...»

['poMKUY XJIECTKUY 3BYK Pa3HECCS 10 BCeMY TOHHEJIO.

Ky3Hel 3aKphiT FOJI0OBY ¥ BOCKIMKHYI: «bait JIucuHb, KakK Thl TOCMeN MeHS yIapuTh?!»

Bait JIucuHb MOAHST PYKH, YTOOBI TOKa3aTh CBOI0O HEBUHOBHOCTh: «f1 3TOT0 HE Aesiall, MOM PYKH ObLIH
OTIYLIEHEI».

XyaH Mao, crosasmmy no3apgu bau Jlucuns, BHe3anHo CrioTHYI: «bocc. { Bumen 3to sicHo; bau
JIMCUHDb IEUCTBUTEIbHO HE CHesiaa HY Lary».

JIuio Ky3H€lla BOPYT K3MEHHUJIOCE, a I'lla3ad €r0 B y2KadCe OTrIAOeNINCh.

BHe3amnHo pa3pascs ellle OOUH TPOMKHUU 3BYK.

Ha 3T0T pas 370 6GBUIa MOIIeYrnHa Ky3HeITy.

JIuo Ky3Hella o6JieiHeIo, OH He 3HaJl, TO JIX OT yOapa, TO JIK OT CTpaxa.

[Toka OH C 0ITaCKOM OTJISABIBAJICS II0 CTOpPOHaM, €ero YHIEﬁ BHE3aIlHO [OCTUTJIa HaCMellKa: «Xex!»

[o1oc OBLT XPUTLIEIM U 37I0BEIIMM, B OTINYHE OT TPEX OIPYTUX B KOPUIOPE.



Bornocsl Ky3Hella BCTalnu OpI00M, KOTHa OH BHE3AITHO CXBATUII (hakesl TOIIero yejaoBeka U nobexant
BIEpeN, OTYassHHO Kpuda: «IIpu3pak, mpuspak!»

[TA! TTIA! TTA! TIA! TIA!

Yepes moTalHOM X0 pa3fanoch elle NATh FPOMKUX XJIECTKUX 3BYKOB.

XynmouiaBelii MyK4uHa 1 XyaH Mao TOJIBKO IIOYYBCTBOBAJIY, KaK WX JIMIIA XJIECTAJIH, a 3aTeM UX JIUIa
ropenu ot 60u.

Ho, HaCKOIBKO OHU MOTJIHA BUMETH, B CyMpPa4YHOM TEMHOM KOPHOOPE He OBITO HUYero, Kpome Bo3aoyxa.

IIBoe MyK4MH IIOCMOTPENH APYT Ha Apyra ¥ ¢ KpUKOM yOexKallu BCIIe[] 3a Ky3HeIoM.

«YepT, 3T0 HacTOSAmMMY npu3pak! bexum!»

B TemnOTE BOKDPYT baii JIucuns 3aropeyinCh CBETIIAYKH.

Ecnu npurnganeTses, To MOXKHO YBULIETh, YTO 3TO KPOIIeYHble KalleJIbKY BOOH, Kaxkaas U3 KOTOPBIX
OKpallleHa HeOOIbIIUM KONIU4eCTBOM (IyopecIieHIINY, OKYTEBas OKpecTHOCTH Bai JIucuns
TYMaHHBIM O€JIBIM CBETOM.

9TOro0 OBIJIO IOCTATOYHO, YTOOB OCBETUTH HEIIOCPeICTBEHHOE 3peHue bait JIucuHs, HO
HEJ0CTAaTOYHO, YTOOH! €TI0 MOTJIO 3aXBaTUTh HOYHOE 3PEHHE.

IOu L3s: «Bupninb, KaKou TTYIBIM BUL Y 9TOM CTalKK Me[IBeKaT, yOerawIiux B CIIeIKe?»

bau JIucuHb OTBETHUII TOHKAM KOMapHHBEIM T'OJTOCOM: «Jla, a I0TOM 4TO0?»

Iu 1I3s: «Tebe Heuero cKa3aThb?»

Tuna, crracubo uau 4To?

Bait Jlucunb: «O... HET».

IOu 134, «...».

K3-3a cBeTa, KoTophiit maBan [du 11351, bait JlucuHb MOT GBICTPO UATH B TeMHOM Ipoxone. OH mpoIes
yepe3 TYHHEeIb U Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MUHYT YBUOEI €T0 KOHEeII.



Tpoe HAIlIYTaHHBIX U TJIYIIBIX MY2KYWH W30 BCE€X CUJI HAIIMPAJIX Ha OEePEBAHHYIO JOCKY Hal UX
ronoBaMu. Kak 6YI[TO OBIJIO YTO-TO IIPOTHB. OHH 00MIIBHO IIOTEJIN, TOJIKAJIUNCh N30 BCEX CHIJI, a UX
TJla3a IMPpoaoJIzKalln 6HY}KHaTL.

Bait JIucvHDb IPOTSHYJ PYKY ¥ MOJI0XKUI PYKY Ha HOCKy. C JIETKUM TOTYKOM Ha [IOCKE MOSBHUIICS
npo0ieck cBeTa.

XyaH Mao: «bocc, gBepb OTKpHITa!»

Ky3nen: «Mormnopel, HO He COBCeM. BaM IBOMM HYKHO IPUIOKUTH OOIbIIE CUITHI!»

Bait JIucuHb MOAHSAT OPYTYIO PYKY U TTOJIOXKUII €€ Ha IePEBSIHHYIO IOCKY, TOJIKas ee U30 BCEX CHUT,
ITOKa OHA He OTKPHIJIACh ITOTHOCTEIO.

Ky3zner pagocTHo 3acMmestnics: «OTKpPBIIOCh, OpaTIbl, BEIOEpPEeMCs U3 3TOTO afja...»

Kako#-To mpeMeT CKaTUIICS C JOCKU U ITPU3EMIIUIICS Tepel HUM, a IIepef Ky3HeIoM BAPYT yIIaio
0JIeqHOE JIUIIO.

I'ma3a OBIIM MJIOTHO 3aKPHITHI, JIMII0 KCKA3KUIJIOCh OT 00JIM, a KoXa Obl/la MEPTBEHHO-0eJ10H 1
0EeCKpPOBHOM.

9T0 GBI CTApBIA 3HAKOMEIM Ky3Hella.

Wrpok KeHCKOro I10j1a, YMEPIINUH OT TUXOPaAKH.

«Eb6aTtn!!!!»

Tpoe MyxkuuH ObIIU TaK HAIlyTaHbI, YTO UX OYIIH yieTenu. Mx rina3a 3akaTunuch gobena, U OHUA
IIPOCTO TIOTEPSITIU CO3HAHHUE.

Baiu JIlucusb ocTasncs, B OGUHOUYKY NOOAePKUBas AEePEBIHHYI0 4OCKY. OH IIOCMOTPENT Ha TeJIo U
OTTOJIKHYJI €70, HaCTYIIMB Ha Tpoux 6ecco3HaTeIbHBIX MyKYHWH U B300PaBIINChH Ha HUX.

HpOXOJI OBLT KaK Pa3 o KPOBATHIO TPYyIIa ZKEHCKOI'0O UTPOKa. KpOBaTb oJid TPYIIa Obl7Ia HEMHOTO
TA2XKeJI0BaTa, I0O3TOMY OHU HE MOT'JIM €€ OTOOBUHYTH PaHBIIE.

Baii JIucuns 3aJYMYHUBEIM B3TJIAOO0M ITOJIOXKHUII AEBYIIKY Ha OPYTYI0O HEUCIIOIIb30BAHHYIO KPOBATE.

YOuBUTENTBHO, YTO TaM ObIT CEKPETHEBIN MPOXO0[l, COeNUHSIOMKM mofaco0Hoe ToMelnenue Xyal KOusHa
¢ nomoM CyH Baoap.



KomHaTa Oblyla B OCHOBHOM 3arojIHeHa Oe/TkIMU TPyMaMu. 3ech OblIM MPUITaPKOBAHE! TeJla
HECKOJIbKUX paHee YMePpIIUX UTPOKOB, UX 00TI0MaHHAas ¥ pa30pBaHHAs KOXa THIATeIbHO 3alllKTa, a
JIUIIIEHHbIE TIJIOTH YaCTH OBIIM 3aChIlIaHbl TPABOM M 3aCYHYTH B Oy, KaK OYOTO TPYIIHI BCe elle
OLLIUA TaM.

Baii JTucuHb 000II€TT MOPT, TOJKHYJI ABEPH ¥ BhIIen. Bo gBope 6abymka CyH cumerna B Kpecie-
KayvaJKe ¥ Tpejlach Ha COMHEHIIKE. CyXUMU BOCKOBEIME PyKaMM OHA IITHJIa XKEHCKOe KpaCHOe TIIaThe,
a POT ee HameBall.

«baoap, A-Ma combeT Tebe caMoe KpacuBoe cBajgeOHOe MIaThe, YTOOB! TH OblIa CaMOM KpacUBOM
HEBECTOU».

«Mosg baoasp, moueMy ThHI Takas HeCcYyaCTHasA?»

<<Ba03p, pamn BEJIUKOU CIIPDaBEeOJIMBOCTH ThHI ITIOCTPAOAIa».

Bait JIucuub MefiyieHHO eyt no3aau 6abymky CyH: «Kak uMeHHO ymepia baoap?»

HWrna 6abymku CyH BOH3UIIACh €M B IIJIOTh.

[Tomo6HO KOIIKe, KOTOPOM HaCTYIUIN Ha XBOCT, IIyCTpasi MajeHbKasl CTapylliKa IlepeBepHyIach U
BCTaJla C Kpeciia-KadaJKy, IOTPSICEeHHO I1sad Ha bait JIucuns.

«TeL... TeI, OTKyZHa TEI?!»

— Thl yTO, cOOUpaeNIbCS HayraTh MEeHs, Y4ePTOBY CTapyXy, 40 CMepPTu?!

Bait JIucuHb TOCMOTPE Ha CTPaHHYI0 cTapyxy nepen HuM. OHa Oblna OnemHa, ¥ KOXKa ee JIulla
BHCeJla Ha KOCTSX; OeNKY ee T7a3 MOYTH UCYEe3IIH.

«o»

Bynp 6nmaropa3dymHa. Pa3Be He ThHI [OIKHA MEHS IIyTaTh?
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