— OX, — CKenTUYEeCKHU IPOTAHYJ cTapocTa byxs. — [laxe B IIyTKy, JaXKe B BO3HE Helb3s1. B 4TO,
netu? BOpyr UHCTPYKTOP YBUOUT?

— Crtapocta, MbI Oombllle HUKOTAA Tak He OymeM... — Cso JIro mocnemHo 3aynebancs, TKHYI C3afu
Csio BaHa, ¥ TOT TYT K€ BHIIPSIMUJICS, JaBasi 3aBepeHusl CTapocTe, 3a0fHO OpocuB Ha Cs0 XyaHa
yOUMCTBEHHBbIH B3N,

CrapocTa, He 10 KOHIIa IOBEPUB, IIOMAaHUT UX K cele:

— Ko MHe B KOMHaTy. UouTe, eCTh feno.

['maps Ha ymansgiomycs CIuHy cTapocTel, Cso JIro npuasuHyicd K yxy Cgo BaHa u npoiuenTant:
— Bpar I1éc, ymornsio Te0si, B yHUBEPCUTETE CHEPKUABANCA. ..

— 3HaA4uT, Ha yJIULEe MOXKHO TporaTh Kak momnajuo? — Yxo Cgo BaHa 3all[ekoTasio OT ero AbIXaHUS.

— Tet... 9%... — He ymocTtous Csio Bana otBeToM, Csi0 JIt0 60IbIIMMY IIaTaMyU HAIPaBUJICS B KOMHATY
CTapOCTHI, €T0 KOxKaHble Ty} oTOUBaMU YETKHM CTYK II0 IOy .

Boligs B KOMHATY CTapOCThl, OHU YBU[IE/IM CTPAHHOE 3PENUIlle: B KOMHATe KOMIIaHUS ITapHei B
ITOBCEITHEBHOM BOEHHO-MOPCKOM (hopMe oOHMMAaJIa ¥ BOBCIO THCKaJla KOTEHKA.

— Cso BaH, TH ke J0JIXKeH 3HaTh, YTO 9TO 3a nopoga? Takoi Munbiit! — MHCTPYKTOpP, OOBIYHO
XMYPHIM U CTPOTHUM, ceiyac CBETUIICS OTIIOBCKOM 1I000BBI0, IpUKUMasi K cebe 09apoBaTeIbHOTO
KOTHKa, IPUXKUMAasCh IeKOH, TO rIafs, To MHS ero. OKpyzKalolliye ToXKe He MOTJIN CAePKaThCs,
TSHYIW PYKH, YTOORI MTOTTIAAUTh KOTa, Ha MHUIlax — OJ1aKeHCTBO.

KoTuk, YCIIBIIIAB ITOXBAJIy, HOBOJIbHO MYDJIBIKHYII.

— Parponn. OueHb XOpoOIIero Kauectsa, — ckasasn Csio BaH, momgxons u 3abupas Kota. KOTEHOK
IIOCJIYIIIHO IIPUZKAaJICS TOJI0BOM K €ro Ijiedy, CJIOBHO JTJACKOBBIM MaJleHbKUY BO3/TI00I€HHEIM.

— Bupums, Bpat I[1éc melicTBUTENIPHO MHOTO IIOBUAJ, cpa3dy y3Hal! — 3akoHumn Cso XyaH, u
OKpYy2Kalollye MOCIENIXNIN IOANaKHYTh, 3@ YTO BHOBb yIOCTOUNNCH OT Cg0 BaHa mpe3puTenbHOro
B3TJISAMA.

Csto BaH, mpofoikasi TTIaguTh KOTa, yKa3an Ha Cso XyaHa:

— CTtapocTa, Thl MEHSI-TO pyTaelisb, a y Cso XyaHa U ero cocefiell B KOMHATe TOXe €CTh KOT, U ThI
HUYETro He TOBOPUILb.

— JlagHo, mMagHo, 51 3Hato, 4To ceromHs Csio XyaH CIydaliHO BBEITYCTHII CO0aKy ¥ IOCTaBuI TeOS B
HEeJIOBKOE TI0JI0KEHWEe, HO THI Ke MEePBHIM 3aBEN co0aKy, BOT B YEM TBOSI BUHA, — UHCTPYKTOP CHOBA
B3sIJI KOTA U MPUKAJICS K HEMY. — JTOr0 KOTa s Iogo0pas y BXofa B YHUBEPCUTET. BRITIsAguT
YHUCTEHbKUM, HaBepHOe, 13 foMa cOexkas. Ha ynuile Tak XOIOMHO, KaaKO OBIIIO OCTaBIISITh.

HHCTpyKTOp NOLIapuiI B KapMaHe, [OCTaJl OLIEMHUK U IPOTAHYI Cs0 Bany:
— KoTénok gepxain 9To B 3y0ax. [locMOTpH, y3HAEIIE?

qro YOUBUTEIILHO, OIIIEMHMK Ha KoIllaubel Illee OH MeHCTBUTEIILHO Y3Hall — C HOMePOM, U3 OJHOTO
IIUTOMHHKKA PITO0JIIIOB.



— MuHyTKY, g I03BOHIO, — OBICTPO HabpaB HOMep NuTOMHMKA, Cs0 BaH mapy coB cka3as Ha
IIaHXaWCKOM [MaeKTe U IOJ0XKUI TPYOKy. — B MUTOMHMKE HAITU faHHBIE X035TMHA, CBSI3aJIUCh C
HyM. CKa3aiu XKOaTh OTBETA.

[Uepe3 momyaca X035iMH PIrmoiia 3a6epéeT ero y rimaBHOTO BXOfa. ]

— Pa3 ckopo ero 3abepyT, maBaiiTe BCe B MOCIEeOHUM pa3 moTuckaeM! — C 3TUMU CIIOBaMH, I10
MHUIMATABE HHCTPYKTOPA, OQHUIMATbHO CTAPTOBAIa BCTPeYa To0uTeNel MOTUCKATh KOTa.
MasneHbKHY PITAOILII, XOTh U He OBIIT B BOCTOPTE, TOKOPHO IIO03BOJIUII Ce05T TUCKATb.

[TepBas of0uexkUTHIHAsA BCTpPeda IOTHCKUBAHUS KOTa opulManbHO Havyanack. Cso JIio CTOsI ¢ Kpato,
C HEKOTOPOU 3aBUCTHI0. OH BIEPBEIE BULEN TaKyI0 KOIIKY — OOJIBIIYIO U MUTTYIO, XOTEJIOCH
IIPUKOCHYTECS, HO IPOOUTHCS BHYTPh HE II0JIy4Yaioch.

Bopyr Csio JIto mo4yBCTBOBa, KaK KTO-TO OTPOHYJICS [0 €ro PyKH, o0epHyscs u yBumen Csio Bana.
— ¥V MeH$s foMa eCTh 3K3eMIUISAP IOIy4llle, XO4Yelllb B BEIXOAHbIE 3aUTH?

— 4 momymaro, — Csio JIt0 He permiics cpa3y COTIAaCUThLCS, TIOTOMY YTO 3aMeTus, 4To Cs0 XyaH BCE
eIIé CIenuT 3a HUMH.

Yepe3s momyaca KOMIAHUS OTIIPABUIIACh TPOBOKATH MaJIEHbKOTO PAToJiia JoMoii. CTapiuas cecTpa
Ha POCKOIITHOM aBTOMOOWIIE, YBUAEB, KaK IPYIIa BOEHHBIX HECET €€ KOTa, BHIIIJIA M3 MALIUHHL U
obomena. [TpuIIIoCk TPU3HATH, YTO Y KPacaBIEB €CTh IPEUMYIIECTBO: aXke B OMUHAKOBOU GopMe u
IPUYECKaX, TI0Ka CTapIas cecTpa pa3roBapuBaia ¢ Csio BaHOM, e€ B3I TO ¥ J€JI0 CKONTb3UI B
cTopony Csio XyaHa.

Csio BaH ¢ ynpIOKO¥M epefa KOIIKY cecTpe, BKpaTile 00bsICHUB CUTYyaluio. I[IpoKuB B 9TOM TOpOfie
nosnromna, Csio JIto B o0uux yepTax Havas MOHUMATh IIaHXalCKUM fuaiekT. PaHbIe eMy Ka3aioch,
YTO H0XKHBIA TOBOP IJIST MYKYKMH 3BYYUT HEMHOTO KE€HCTBEHHO, HO B ycTax Csio BaHa oH Kasacs
JIAIIb MSATKAM ¥ 3a0aBHEIM.

Crapiuas cecTpa, 3a6paB MaJIeHbKOT'O PITr0JJia, CHavasa OTLIUIENaa ero 1o ImyXJou MOTKe,
IIPUTOBAPUBAS:

— Bynems emé yberaTs, Oymemns! — 3aTeM 00HsIIa KOTa ¥ 3amjaKaia. Parmon Toxe xKamo0Ho
TIPUKUMAJICS K XO35UKeE, CIIOBHO TOBOPS: «¢1 GOJbIe HUKOTIA HE YHOY».

Oka3saoch, cTapias cecTpa 6pasa KoTa ¢ co0o¥ 110 ielaM B COCETHUN YHUBEPCUTET MoyoaHb,
TEKY4MH PITIOJIT IPOCOYMIICS Yepe3 Ile/lb B OKHE MAIWHBI, TOOPOIU II0 TePPUTOpHUU MoynaHs u
KaKuM-TO 00pa3oM fmobpascs 0o MeguimHCKOT0 YHUBEPCUTETaA.

[IpepcTaBUTh TaKylo KapTUHY: OTPOMHas KOIIKA, Ja eIl U TaKas Joporas, pa3rylIuBaeT 10 yIIHUIle
cpens 6ena gHsT — y Csio JI10 axX Oyx 3aXBaTHIIO.

— KcraTn, oTKyma TH 3Haelllb 3TOT TUTOMHUK? Kakoe coBmafieHre, — BeuepoM, mmepen ot6oeM, Csio
JI1o CKOTYEeM CYUINal IMepCcTh ¢ KocTioMa. CerofHs oH U cobaKy IJIafinii, ¥ KOTa THCKAJl — BECh
KOCTIOM B IIIEPCTH.

— 41 Xe roBOpHUII, y MEHS TOXKe eCTh. Kak pa3 u3 Toro xxe nuToMHuKa, — Csg0 BaH nponucran cBou
TenedoH 1 nmoka3an Cso JIto. Ha ¢oTo cnapkas v odapoBaTenbHas MalleHbKas PArfojiiKa
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OblJIa KpacuBee TOW, YTO BUAEU CETONHS, HO C HAJIETOM 0/1arOpOIHON
HEIPUCTYIIHOCTH, IPSMO Kak caMm Cs0 BaH B ero riasax.



— BpaT [Téc, u KOIIIEeK 3aBOAUT? — CIIpOCHU Cso JIio, HO 0TBETa HE MOCIEO0BaO. O‘-IHYBH.II/ICB, OH
3aMEeTHII, 4YTO Y Cs0 Bana ITOKPACHEJIN I'lIa3a.

— Te1 B mopsaake?..

— Bceé HopmanbHO, — B3moxHY Cs0 Ban. — Ilocie cMepTy MaMEbl 9Ta KOIIKa XKuja ofHa. Ternepsb
[oMa IosiBUJIach cobaka, HafelCh, OHU ITOAPYXKAaTCs.

— Ilpocrw...
— He 3a 4TO U3BMHATHCS, BCETO JIAIIL MaMa yMepIia...

— Her... Mats Benb Onlta miist Te0st BaxkHa, mpaBma? — Csio JIio 3akonymit, u Csio Ban 3amep, BEITED
CTE3Hl U KUBHYIIL.

— Baxna. Most Mama Oblyia eIMHCTBEHHBEIM YeJI0BEKOM B MUpe, KTO MEHS JIIO0HII...
— Kak Téts ymna?

— CHauasa roOBOpPHUJIM, PaK I'PyAH, HO B UTOTe Cepflle He BeiAepkano... OOHaPYXKUIK eIle 10 Moek
aBapuy, yXKe Ha IO30HeN CTaguu. YMepiia, Koraa s OblsT B KOMe Iocyie aBapuu. Korga s mpuien B
ce0s ¥ cpenaj omepalnio o KOPPEKINY JIulla, HOKTOP TOIBKO TOorha ckasai. E€ yxke KpeMupoBaau
Oonbie nonmyropma Hasaf. — TyT Cso BaH ycMexHysca. — 3Haelllb, KOTia 5 y3Hall, YTO MaMa yMepIia,
IJIlakKal — 9TO JKe eCTEeCTBEHHO. A MOM 0Tell, pa3ApakKEHHBIN, BeJlell ODHOMY OXPaHHUKY IIpUOepKaTh
MHe nau1o0. BoT 3gecs.

Cs0 Ban YKa3aJl Ha Hu2XKHee BEKO.

— Oren OyMall, €CJiKx IIPU2KaTh 30ECh, CNE3HI He TMOJNbI0TCS. Ho Torma Mo€ nuIlo elné He 3aXKuiio, U
OXPAaHHHK TaK COABHUJII, YTO Y ME€HA OCTAJICA CHUHAK. ,]:[OKTOp HpI/II.T.IéJ'[ ¥ OTYHUTAII OTILQ, BOT 3TO OBITO
BeceIo.

OMOUMOHANbHEN 6y(hepHBIN MeXaHU3M — HCIIO0Ib30BATh CMEX, YTOOHI TPOTUBOCTOSITH YaCTH TOPSI.
91oT cnocob o6paboTku OvT 3HaKOM u Cs10 JIto. Csso Ban X0Thb u yiei0ancsi, CE3kI BCE paBHO
KaTHJIKCh TI0 IIeKaM.

— IloaToMy THI ¥ 3aX0Ten cTaTh BpauyoM? — Cs0 JI10 MpOTSAHYT HOCOBOM IJIATOK. — YUCTHIM.

— Cnacubo, — Csio BaH mpoMOKHYIT yronku riia3. — He coBceM. [Tocie cMepTH MaMHl 1 HEMHOTO He
MOT NIPUHATh... KaXXablii [eHb XOAUJI TO B OHKOJIOTHIO, TO B KapAUOXUPYPrui0. YeCTHO, CMOTPS B
OonbHUIE Ha TIOTOK JIIOEel, ST Hadajl COMHEBATLCSA B MUpe... 1 HUKOTrIa He 0CO3HaBasl, YTO O0IbHEIX
MOXKeT OBITh TaK MHOTO... Torfa g AyMaJ: 9TO y4lias 60bHUIIA, TYT JIy4Ilide BpayH, y Halllel ceMbU
€CTb IeHbI'M — KaK K€ He CMOTIJIU CHacTu?

— Bpauu He 6oru... TEXHOJIOTUY €I1l€ He HAaCTOJIbKO PA3BUTHL...

— 4 moHuMar... MHe IpoCTO 04YeHb CTEIIHO, — Cs10 BaH NpUKPHII I'1a3a, Ie4y HeIIPOU3BOJIbHO
B3OPOTHYJU. — JJOKTOD CKa3as, MaMa Iiepefl CMepPThI0 X0Tejla MeHs BUAEeTh. OTel] He PeIInics
CKa3aTh ey, YTO g B peaHUMall¥, COBPAJI, UTO s T'yJISI0 Ha yaulle... A MamMa OTBeTUsa: «X0pollo, pa3
TYJseT, 3HAYUT, BeCEUTCA. ['71aBHOE, YTOOH! OBIJT CYACTIIUB...»

Csto JTio mpoTsHYI PyKy, moxionaj Cso BaHa 1o mieyy, mbTasCh YTEIIUTh:

— He pymaii 00 3TOM, BCE IIPOIITIO.



Heoxupanuo Cg0 BaH cxBaTui ero 3a pyKas:

— [Npupémns B BEIXOHBIE KO MHE IOMO# ITOCMOTPETh Ha co0aky? M Ha KomiKy... CocTaBb MHE
KOMIIQHUIO. ..

[Tomepnmnus, Csi0 JIr0 KUBHYI:
— Xopotiio.

— Cso JTio, Csio JT1o, THI BUAEN HOBYIO cTaThio «ComoMeHHOM cobaku»?! Xa-xa-xa, IJIaBHOTO T'eposi Ha
ny6nuke o6nu3arna cobaka, HaBepHSIKa BIOXHOBIIEHO TBOUM (oTo!

B cy660Ty yTpoM LI3uMHII3UH C BOCTOPTOM fAenunach ¢ Cso JIio mporpeccoM B cTaTbsax «CoIOMEHHOMN
cobaku». A ¢oTo, ITie ero HeCKOJIbKO OHEeW Ha3aj «I0OMOTaJicsi» aJlgICKUHCKUU MajlaMyT, KTO-TO
choTorpadupoBa u BEIIOKWII B UHTEPHET, Ha Chinaren oHO CTaio JOBOIBHO MOMYJISPHBIM.
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