— T-Tebe He 00513aTeIbHO OBITh HACTOIBKO MPSIMOTHHEHHEIM! — Heyxenu 00MaHyTh MEHS — CMEePTH
IIOT00HO?!

— JlapgiHO, HEe CTOUT CMOTPETD, 3aYeM TaK XMYPUTHCS Tepel OPOH30BHIM 3epKanoM? — MyxyH Yxku
OTTaIllUJI eTro OT 3epKaja. — A-JIu emmé Kynun mMsca, B 6nuxkaiimue gau 6yqy KOpMUTh TeOST MICOM, B
o0e[ IPUTOTOBJIIO TFOOMMOT0 TOOOM T'yCsI, IOOKPENUCh — U BCE BEPHETCS.

Ho maxe mio6uMelii T'yCh Tellepbh He MOT YCIIOKOUTDH paHenyio ayury Ce Jlios.

— A Uxu, y TeOs1 eCThb TaKOe€... TIeKapCTBO, YTOOH! BHIIUTL — M He OOJIbHO, CIIOBHO YCHYTH ¥ YMEPETh?
JIunio MyxyH YU [I0TeMHEO:

— 3ayeM TH 00 9TOM CIIpallvBaelllh?

— 4 celtyac... KOHEYHO, ell€ He X04uy Hu4ero takoro! — Ce JIio¥ mocnenrHo 3aMaxan pykamu. — Ho,
€CJIA TaK MPOMAOJIKUTCS, Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, eClt 1 elllé 00JIblile UCXyAalo, CTaHy ITOX0XK Ha
MYMUIO UK YTO-TO BPOJIE, C KEJTHIM JIMIIOM, Xy[I0H, KaK IajKa, C MOTYXIIUMHU TJla3aMu, JIeXkKalluM
0e3 IBUKEHUS B IIOCTENH, TO S AyMalo, Iydlle yX...

MyxyH UXKu CTUCHYT 3yObl, Ha JIMLE MTOSBUIIOCH BEIPaXKEHUEe CAEePKaHHOCTH, OH PA3BEPHYIICS U,
B3MaxHYB PyKaBOM, VIIE.

— OM... 4-4YTO CJIy4YUJIOCH?
A-JIu, Bups HegoyMeBamolee nuno Ce JIros, THXO CKas3al:

— l'eneparn, Hy TH kKe! ['OBOPUIIL TaKKe CJI0Ba, KaK YUUTEIIIO HE OTOpYaThCa?

— l'eHepar, ¢ Tex Mop Kak BepHYIHUCh U3 ['opHOM ycambOrl KiieHoBoro JIucTa mporio 60biiie JecsaT
[OHEHN, yUuTesb, KpoMe Kak 3a00T/IMBO yXaKMBaJsl 3a BaMH, Tak elllé ¥ HoYaMu IIepeuCTHBal TPaKTaT
«Nanpyxu ®aH» U pa3nudYHbE JPEeBHUE KHUTY B XpaHUJINILE Ha 3aJHEN rope, XOTh 3TO U ITOKCK
UTOJIKU B CTOTE CE€Ha, HO BCEM CepAlleM CTPEMUJICSI Hal'Th criocob 06/1eryuTh 4YepBel B BallleM TeJle.
A BHI, He CYUTASICh C JOOPEIMU HaMEPEHUSIMU YUUTEJIsI, TPOU3HOCUTE TaKKe CJI0Ba, KaK XKe YIUTEIT0
He BIIaCThb B YHHIHUE U OTYasiHUE?

— 1, 51 Ke He TOBOPIO, YTO CeHYac X04y CMEPTH.
Ce JIo#t CMyIIEHHO, IPOCTO OTPaXKeHUe B 3epKajie OBIIO [JIT HET0 COBEePIIeHHO HeIlPUeMIIEMBIM:
— TIpocTo GonTar mOMyCTy, pa3Be cKasall, YT JeHCTBUTEIBHO YTO-TO CAEIAl...

— l'eHepar, BO3MOXKHO, CaM CYUTAET, YTO OOJITAET MOMYCTY, HO YYUTEIIb... BCE IPUHUMAET OJIU3KO K
cepauy. YumuTenb KaX[bli IeHb IyMaeT o BallleM Ojiare, a Bbl TaK paHUTE €ro Cepflle, 9TO
OeMCTBUTEJIbHO...

BepHo. Y A UxXu Takol XapaKTep, YTO BCE BOCIIPUHUMAET BCEPLES.
Ia 1 0H caM [eHCTBUTEILHO CIUIIKOM OecliepeMOHeH Ha S3bIK.

Ce JTiol TIIaTeNbHO IIOAyMaJl U B AyIlle Ioxkarses. [lorHaB y XpaHU/INILA Ha 3aHel Tope, OH YBUOET,
KaK MyxXyH YK¥ CTOUT IepPeN XOJIOOHEIMY IBEPbMHU, HE BXO[Is, IIPOCTO CMOTPHUT IIPSIMO Ha BOPOTA,



OYySCh.
— A Yxu, aTo...

MyxyH Yku 00epHYIICS, ero ria3a OblJIA TYCKJIBIMU U 6€3KW3HEeHHBIMU, YTO CHJIbHO ucnyrano Ce
JI1os.

— A Yxwu, nmpocty, 4, ...

Tyt MyxyH YKu KpUBO yCMeXHYIICs, cxBaTull Ce JIiosg 3a pyKaB ¥ IOTAIIUII B HEOOIBIIYIO XUKKHY,
rre oH ¢ E [Iy 00BI9HO rOTOBUII JieKapcTBa. [I0pHIBIIKCE Ha MOJIKAX, OH 4OCTaJl MaJIeHbKYI0 KPaCHYIO
OyTBEIIOUKY U CyHYT e€ B pyKy Ce Jlom0.

— Bor To, uTO TebGe HyKHO. BrIbelllb — cpa3y yMpélb, Hu Maneliel 6onu! Ho cHadana
IpenyIpexXaa: eCIu X0Yellb YMePEeTh, AKX BHU3 C TOPH U HAaWOW MECTO, He yMupal B MOEM [[Bopiie
Buumatomux CHery, Mellaellb U MyTaellbCs 110j HoraMu!

— A Yxu! — Ce JIio¥ IOCIIEIIHO yXBaTHUII €TO0.
Pa3BepHnys, yBupmen, 4yto y MyxyH YKy MOKpacHenu riasa.
— A Yxwu, e roBopo, s ommocs. ITpocTu.

— Kakast omm6ka? Korga T ommubancs? Pa3Be y TeOst ObIBalOT OMIKHOKKU? X0Uelllh YMEPETh — TaK AU
ymupaii! Brictpee! HukTo He mepxut! TamuThcs, He XKelad yMupaTh, — BOT TPyC!

Teno Ce JIiog BOPYT € CUIOM MOTSAHYJIO Ha3afd, MyxXyH YKy He yoepaKascs Ha HOTaX ¥ 0OKa3aJsicsa B
o00bsaTusAX Ce JI1osi. TonbKo coOpasics BEIpBaThHCS, KakK MOYyBCTBOBAJ Ha ryfax TeIo.

OH mIMPOKO pPacKpHII Ifa3a, pyku Ce JIiosg CKUMau ero Ijie4dy, BEPBaThCsA ObII0 HEBO3MOXKHO. Te
ryOHI IIJIOTHO IIPHZKAJIUCh K ero rybam, Kycas U jackasi, Urpas ¥ Opa3Hs, KaK OH HU MBITAJICS
YBEPHYTHCS, HO 3yOBI OBUIM pa3KaThl, ¥ OH YCHIBIIA TUXU cMemioK Ce JIi0sl, KOTOPBIY OTPY3UJICS B
TIOLIeNIyH elé riay0xKe, IBUXKEHUS PYK OBUIH KECTKUMH, HO B r'y6ax u 3y0ax — HEBBIPA3UMO
HEXHBIMU.

— THI, THL..

MyxyH YXKU 3afBIXacs, XOTS ero yKe OTIYCTUIM, OH IMOYTH 3a0blJT, KakK ObIaTh. XOTeN
paccepouThcs, HO yBUAeN, Kak Ce JI10M, ClI0KUB PYKH 3a CIIMHOM, CMOTPUT Ha HEr0 C HEXKHOU
yNBIOKOM, ¥ XOTS TOT UCXYHasl ¥ U3MEHUJICS, HO B 3TOT MUT Ka3aJiCs TAaKUM e, KaK IIPU IIepBOK
BCTpeYe.

— A Yxwu, s He coOMparoCch yMUPATh, YCIOKoMcs. [IpocTo, MPOCTO He 0OYeHb YMel0 TOBOPUTH, TH XKe
3Haelllb, S BCermga Takou...

— 3ayeM roBoputh? { u Tak criokoeH! '0BOpPAT XKe, BpeOUTeNIU XKUBYT THICAUY JIeT. [laxke eClu BCeM
CepAleM 3ax0yellb yMepeTb — TPYAHO OymeT!

— 9%, BOT OBl U BIIPABAY THICSUY JIET BpeauTh! Ji-3i, A UxKM, CKaxkKH, YTO MBI CETONHS Ha o0ex Oymem
eCTh?

[Tocne epel MyxyH UKy HaKOHeL [TOHJI UCTUHHYIO IPUYKHY TeX CJI0B, 4To Ce JI10i cKa3as paHee.



— IIpocTo... IOTOMY YTO BBEITJIALUILIEL He TaK XOPOILO, KaK paHblle?
— W3-3a TaKOY IPUYUHEL THL, Tl 3a[yMajiCsa O CMEPTU?
On cmotpen Ha Ce JI10s, KaK Ha UOANOTA.

— Pa3Be 3T0 He cepr€3HO? Benb Teneps, INsns Ha cebs, S U caM He pafiyloch, KakK ke Tebe MOXKeT
ObITh TPUATHO? Co BpeMeHeM 00s13aTelbHO HayHy Tebe HafoeaTh, ell€ U CTONHKO XJIOMOT
MOCTaBISATh, 1 00IOCH, YTO IIOTOM, BCIIOMHHAS MEHS... THl HE BCIIOMHHUIITL HUYETO XOPOIIIETO.

MyxyH YKHU CUEN 9TO HEJIeIIbIM:

— ITo-TBOEMY, g pa3Be TOT, KTO CYAUT 110 BHEIIHOCTH? Pa3Be TOMHKO IIOTOMY, UTO THI 3a60Jen u
M3MEHMJICSI BHEIIHE, 1 pa304apyloch B Tebe?

— Ho, A Yxu, pa3Be B KHUTaX, YTO Thl MHE PaHbIIE YXTal, He HalKucaHo: «MMmnepaTpuila, TIXKeno
OonbHAsI, CTHIOACH CBOETO YPOACTBA, 3aKPhlIach OfIesI/IOM, CKphIBas JIUI0, U 0TKa3asach OT
“MIIepaTopar...

— B kHUTax ecTh BEICKa3biBaHUE: «TOT, KTO CITyKUT KPACOTOM, KOT{la KpacoTa YBSaeT, TI000Bb
ocnabeBaeT, a Korga m000Bb ociabeBaeT, MUIOCTh U IPEAaHHOCTh IIPEPHIBAIOTCS». HO TH
M3Ha4a/IbHO He KpacaBel], a 51 ¥ BOBCe He uMIiepaTop!

— Yto TH CKazan? { u3HavyanabHO... He KpacaBel? — Ce JlioM mopasuics.
— KoHeuHO HET, — C CEepPhE3HBIM JIULIOM OTBETUII MyxKyH YXKHu.

— V-y... — Ce JTio#i ToTOB OB 3am1aKaTh. — Bcé mpomano! A Yxu, TH yKe He IIOMHUIIb, KAKUM S
OBLT KpaCUBLIM U 9JIETAHTHHIM, CTPOMHBIM U cTaTHHRIM! A-a-a! JIydie yx nockopee ymepeTs! He xouy,
yTOOBI IOTOM, BCIIOMUHAsI MEHS, ThI BUMEJI 3TOT0 XKEJITONIUIIET0, Xynoro, 61emHoro ypona!

MyxyH Yxku OblI BeCbMa 03aJayueH:

— To1 u Torza He OB 0060 CTPOMHBIM U CTAaTHHIM, Cefdac, XOTh ¥ IOXYAeJ, IIBET JIUIa He 0OUYeHb, HO
¥ He TaK yX ypOomJiuB!

— T-Torma He OBIT CTPOMHBIM U CTATHBIM? A UK, THI, TH SIBHO 3a0BIJI, KaK S BHITJISIIEN PaHblie!
Benp Torma s, mpaBma, ObI, HACTOSIIKUM, 37IETAHTHRIM, OI€CTSAIIMM M IPHUBIIEKATEIbHEIM!

Tak roBOpHUJI He TOJIBLKO CaM UMIIePaTop, HO ¥ KHSA3b HWH, U IPOCThIe TOPOXKaHe CTOJHUIIEL, U Jaxke
Bparu ¢ CeBepHOU MyCTHIHU.

Ipy3bst xBamunu: «['eHepas BeIUuYeCTBEH U CTaTeH, 00/IMK MPeKpaceH», MPOTUBHUKY PyTrasu: «JIuIib
KpacuBasi 000J109Ka».

[lazke MHOTYMe YHHOBHUKY M3 IIPOBUHINY, IIPHE3KaBIlIKe B CTOJHUIY pPa3 B IOf C AOKJIA0M, [IOCTIe
ayoueHINY y UMIlepaTopa CIeluanbHO IPUXOAUIIA IIOCMOTPETh, UTO XK€ TaK0e «IIePBBIY KpacaBell
CTOJIHITBI» !

Ce JTio1 o cUX TIOP CYUTAET, YTO Torma MyxyH Yxku BIoOUIICS B HETO C IIePBOT0 B3TJIAMa, BO
MHOroM OJ1arogapsi TOMY JIUIy, KOTOPOMY daxe 3aBUI0Ba MOIOOOM X035HMH, ITHITABIIUICS
M3yPOLOBaTh ero ropsien najakoi!



— Bce miomu. YV Bcex OMH HOC ¥ [iBa I'Jla3a, Kakas MOXeT OBITh OrpoMHas pa3uuiia? XoTs ula y
BCeX pa3Hble, HO KPacoTa ¥ YPOACTBO II0 CYTH He TaK yXK CUJIbHO OTJIMYAIOTCS, TBOE CTPEMJIEHHE K
KpacoTe s He MoHuMaw, — MyxKyH YKu, BUAS ero Takoe BO30yxkaeHUe, ObIJT COBEPIIEHHO 03a/laueH.

— Hert pazuuie? A Yxu... — Ce JIof gpoxKaImMu rydaMyu 0CTOPOKHO CIIpocui. — Torma ckaxu,
ManeHbkui A-JIu u Mmanenbkuil E Iy, KTo Kpacusee?

MyxyH YXKU O0elCTBUTENBHO CEPLE3HO MOCMOTPEN Tyaa, IoJyMat:
— JleCTBUTENIBHO... IPUMEPHO OOUHAKOBEL.
Bpéms! Kak omunakoBsl? Kpacasell E I1y sBHO Ha HECKOJIBKO TOJI0B Bhilie A-JIu!

— JlagHo, TagHO, pa3 OHU TYT, KOHEYHO, THl MOXKEIIlb CKa3aTh TOJIBKO «ONUHAKOBEI». Torfa Clpouy
PO OTCYTCTBYIOIMUX, A UYKM, KaK AyMaelllb, X03s1uH ycanbOul Tan L3y u Cs [laHbCH, KaK OHU
CpaBHUBAIOTCA?

MyxyH YXKH, Ka3aloch, CEPhE3HO 3aAyMalCs:
— OHU TOXKe... HUKaKO! Pa3HUIlLl HET?

— Ecnu GBI IPUIIOCH BEIOPATh OOHOTO?

Bepnp 3Ty [BO€ TOXKe SIBHO PA3HOI'0 YPOBHA?

— Ecnu 651 npunuiock BEIOpaTh 0gHOT0, — MyXyH UYKU CepbE3HO B3BECUI BHEIIHOCTH,
TEJIOCIOKEHNE U MaHepPH TexX ABoux, — ['ocnogun Cs.

Bpéms!

[Tycte Tan LI3u cremn u XpoM, HO OH ITpuMepHO Ha ofgHOM ypoBHe C E Ily, a Totr Ca [Ja"bcy, B Iy4lieM
CIydae TeJIOCTIOXKEeHUe ele HOpMabHOe, JINII0 Xe, B JIy4IleM CIydae, MOKHO CYUTaTh MUJIOBATHEIM,
[10-MOeMy, faxe xyxe A-JIu!

— A Yxwu, THL... cepbe3H0? Cephe3Ho cuuTaelnb, 4To Csa [JlaHbcu KpacuBee TaH 113u?

MyxyH YKy KUBHYIIL.
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