— M&I BOBCE He ITOTOMY, YTO OH HaC YrOBOPUJI, — MOAKIIOYUIICA K pasroBopy u A-JIu. — IIpocTo,
yuutenb, Mbl ¢ E [1y TOIBKO YTO CIIPOCUIIXA TOTO YIIPaBIAMIIEr0, ¥ OH CKa3aJjl, 4TO B aniTeke ['opHOU
ycanbs0bl KiieHoBoro JIucta, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ COXPAaHUIIUCh CHEXKHEIE IIJIOMbI, ¥ TOTIa UX BCE MOTYT
OTHaTh HaM.

— CHezXKHbI€e IJIOOBI?

Cuauana Ly fHb mpuBen miomel, YToOB YCTPOUTH CKAaH[AI Ha Tope, TOTOM YIIpaBIIsioIui ['opHOI
ycanbs0bl KiieHoBoro JIucta sSIBUJICSI C BUBUTOM — TOJIBKO Terneph My 2KyHUYXKY HaKOHEIl BCIIOMHU]I,
3ayeM OH paHblle oTinpasnsan E 1y BHU3 ¢ TOPHL.

— E Ily, Tl mpoOBIT BHU3Y TaK AOJTO, HEYKeJIN He CMOT KYIIUTh Te€ CHEXXHbIE ITJTOMIbI?

— OTOT HUYTOXKHAIM y4eHUK Oeccunen! O6exan Bce Tpu ropoga — Jlonzus, I[Tunbias u KOs — HU B
OJHOU allTeKe, HU Ha ONHUX IIOJIKaX UX He NpopaloT! ATeKapy U TOPTOBIEI TOBOPAT, YTO CHEXKHEIE
IIJIOOB! y2K€e HECKOJIBKO JIeT KaK UCYE3JIU C PEIHKA, faXe 3a THICAYU U NEeCATKH THICAY 30JI0THIX UX HE
CHIILIEIIIb.

— Tonbko uTo A-JIu cIIpocuI TOro yIpasisiomero u3 ['opHo ycags6sl Knenosoro JIucTta, u BOT
TOTTla Y3HaJIU: OKa3kIBaeTCs, ABa Mecslla Ha3af Benukui resepan [1sx Cul Hanan Ha CeBepHYIO
ITYCTBIHIO ¥ CKET HOT/Ia POIIM CHEXHEIX ITomoB B CeBEpHOM MYCTHIHE, TaK YTO TEIEPDH BO BCEU
CeBepHOU MYCTHIHE OCTAJIOCH IUIIb HECKOJIBKO OEePEBLEB, BHIPAIIMBAEMBIX B UMIIEPATOPCKOM cafy, K
KOTOPBIM IIPOCTHIM JIIOASIM HE IIPUKOCHYTHCS.

— Kpome Toro, B mocnenHue rogsl Mbl ¢ CeBepHOM MyCTHIHEN ITOCTOSHHO BOIOEM, B3aUMHasl TOPTOBJIS
He BeIETCs, CHEeXKHEBIE TIJIOAB U 6e3 TOT0 CTOUIIH 1IeJIoe COCTOSIHUE, a cefiyac, KpoMme ['OpHOM ycaabObl
KnenoBoro JlucTa, yuieHUK He HAIIENT HU OOHOTO MeCTa, e Okl OHU el OBLIH.

— [IpoknsaTee, aToT I13H! — BrIpyrancsa Ce Jlou. — [Ipu gBOpe OH CO MHOM He nagui! A Temeps elne
¥ MOM TIIOABI CKET! BOT eciiu MHe IIpefCTaBUTCSI BO3MOKHOCTb BEPHYTHCS B CTOJIUIY — IPUKOHYY
ero!

— 3HaYuUT, ceryac CHeXKHEBIE IIJIONB eCTh TOMHKO B ['opHOM ycambbe KiernoBoro Jlucra? — My
2KyHYKM efiBa CIIBIIIHO B3H0XHYJ. — JlagHo. Pa3 Bel 06a TOBOPUTE, YTO XOTUTE I10€XaTh, TOTTa MBI
BCE Xe oTnpaBuMcs B ['opHyto ycamb0y KnernosBoro JIucta. Ecnu melCTBUTENBHO YIACTCS ONTYYUTh
yueneBinui CBUTOK «TpakraTa [laHbuxu ®aH», a B 00MEH OTHATh UX HUKYEMHOTO YYeHHKA — 3TO
TOoXe OyHeT BHITOHAs CHENKa.

C sTUMHM CJIOBaMHU OH OOCTAll U3 MKATYJIKA KPACHYIO ITUJIIOJIIO.

— Tloropu-norogu... — TyT Ce JI1o# BHe3amHo cTpycun. — A YKy, 3Ta KpaCHOBaTas MU0 — KTO
3HAeT, YTO OHa Ha caMoM fene Takoe, E Iy XoTs 1 poBepsis, HO BOAPYT BCE XKe smoBUTa? [laxe ecnu
He SIOBUTA, BOPYT oKaxeTcs HeaddekTuBHOU? OTCioma no ['opHo¥ ycagsbul Kinenosoro JIucta
Oorbllle TIOJIOBUHEL OHS IIYTH, HaXKe CHOSA B KapeTe B IIPOXJIajie, TBOE TeJo BhepKuT? Eciu onsaTh
IIOABATCA CUHAKY, 4, ...

— He BBIIEPXKUT — TaK He BRIEPKUT, — My 2KyHuKM OPOCHUI Ha HETO HEOHOOPUTETBHEIN B3TTISA. —
Kaxkoe Tebe memno?

— 4d... — tuxo nporosopun Ce Jlioii. — MHe 6yzmeT 601bHO 3a TEOS.

— KoMy HYXKHO... KOMY HYXKHO, 4TOOHI THL... — My KyHYKM 4yTb He YPOHUII IIKATYJIKY C MUITIOJISIMH.
— Ce JIron! Mexny HaMM [aBHO He OCTAJIOCh U MOJICBSI3M, HEe IPUTBOPSAUCS ITEePefo MHOM. ..



— A Yxu... — HO Ce JTi0¥ C CepPhE3HEIM BEIPAKEHUEM JIMIIA B3] €T0 PYKH B CBOH. — $1 3HAIO, THI
pamu MeHs cobparcs B Ty I'opHyto ycags6y Knerosoro Jlucta. TBost ;oOpoTa KO MHe, 1, T Ha 9TOT pa3
HU 3a 4TO He 3abyny!

— Kto0 pagu Te6s? — My 2KyHuKM pe3Ko BbIpBaJl PyKU. — f1 Uy TOJILKO Pafy yIeJeBIIero CBUTKa
«Tpakrara [aubuxu ®aH», KTO CKa3aJjl, 4To 6ymy 3a00TUTHCS O TOM, KUB ThI UJIA MEPTB?

B kaperte, Hanpasnsiomielicsa B ['opuyto ycags0y Knernosoro Jlucta, Ce JIoi BCio OpOTy HEPBHUYAT
[0 CMePTH, KaXkable HECKOJTbKO MUHYT XBaTall PyKy My 2KyHYKU U CMOTpEJI, He TIOSIBUIIUCH JIU CUHUE
uy OarpoBhIe IMSTHA.

— He Hagoen?

— ...Becmokoiock o Tebe.

My 2KyHYXKY XOJIOOHO OTBETUIIL:

— He myxkpgatoch B TBoel ¢anbiinBoi moopore!

— A Yxu, — Ce Jl1o1 ¢ CUSIOIIMMY TTa3aMy CMOTPEIT Ha TOTO, KOT'0 OH HaCUJIbHO 3aCTaBUNI
IIePEONIETHCS B CBETIO-(PUOJIETOBLIM ITAPUYOBHIM XanaT ¢ 6eJI0CHEXKHBIM BEPXHUM OLNESTHUEM, C
He(PUTOBOH IIOIBECKOH Yy MMOsica — B 001eM, BHITJIIOEBLIETO Kya XKuBee, 4eM 00bI9H0. — CerogHs
TBHl B TAKOM Hapsae OYeHb KpPacus.

My XKyHuxu He oOpalllayl Ha Her0 BHUMaHUs, KakK pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT KapeTa HaTKHYJIach Ha KaMeHb
1 KauyHynack, Ce JI10M BOCIIOIb30BAJICS MOMEHTOM, IIPUIBHYT K HEMY U 00HSJI, HO, TIOJIYYUB yAap, He
chajcs ¥ cHOBa HabpOoCHIICs, KaKoe-TO BpeMsI OHU BO3UJIUChH, U flaXkKe MPOX0XKHUe, TOPaBHSBIIUCH C
KapeTol, HeBOJIbHO 060pauynBaIiCh Ha 3BYKU BECETION BO3HHU.

— Bemnukuii reHepan YK3HbIOAHE.
E Ily, ympaBnsiBUIMY JIOMIAAEMHU BIIePeOy KapeThl, 00epHYJICS U B3OOXHYI:
— Jlyuie OvI He IITyMeTh TaK CUIBHO B KapeTe, Kak Obl He UCIIyraTh Jiouaae, 6ygeT miuoxo.

— Manenbkuil yuennuek~ Korpa npuengem B ['opHyio ycans0y KnenoBoro Jlucta, He Ha3blBait MeHs
6osnblie «BeTUKUM reHepasioM YK3HbI0aHb», KaK OBl JIIOOU BOKPYT He YCIIBIIIANY, TOTAa II0OCMEI0TCS.

— O? — Kak pa3 Ipoe3XkaBIlIui MUMO Ha jolanu A-JIu ycnielman 3Tu cioBa. — Heyxenu BeTuKuu
reHepas caMm OOUTCS, YTO YBUOSAT eTr0 HenmogoOarolnee UCTUHHOE JIUI0, Pa3HECYT MOJIBY U UCIIOPTAT
CBOIO PEINyTaLUIO B CTApOCTU?

Boo01e-To... 1a, UMEHHO TakK.

[To cpaBHeHMIO ¢ peanbHbIM c060ii, Ce JIi0H, eCTECTBEHHO, TOXKe MpeAnounTan o6pas «BeJIUKOTro
reHepasna YXK3HbIOAHb» — BHICOKUM, 0€3yTIPeYHEI, — CYIIEeCTBYIOUIUN B pacCKa3ax CTPAHCTBYIOIMIUX
CKa3uTeJled U B cepAliax IPOCTOT0 Hapofa.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, HE3aBUCHUMO OT PAKTOB, KTO XK€ He XOUeT IT0CJIe CMePTH OBITh YIOCTOEHHBIM CJIaBhI
«KpacuBoro, xpabporo, 06pa30BaHHOTO U TaJaHTIMBOIO, 3JIETAHTHOTO, B 0011IeM, ITPOCTO
OecmpelieleHTHOTO B UCTOPHH IIPENaHHOT0 CAaHOBHUKA U 3HAMEHUTOT'0 ITOJIKOBO/IIa» U OCTAThCS B
BeKax?

Ho roBoputs npaBny — HelnoBKO, 103ToMy Ce JIr0M HaIBIIEHHO KallIgHYII.



— l'opHas ycagp6a KnmenoBoro Jlucta HaxomuTcs B JIousuHe, JIOI3UH — BOCTOYHAS CTOJNIMIIA
Benukoro Cs, ynpaBisieTcd CTapliXM CHIHOM UMIlIepaTopa, KHg3eM UYsHoM. Korfia g paHblie CITyKUI
IIPY JIBOPE Te€HepayioM, MH C KHsI3eM Y9HOM HUKOTa He JIaJuiId, OH MHOTO Pa3 IIBITAlICId MEeHS
oTyOUTh, TETIEPD S XOTS ¥ BEPHYJI TUTPUHYIO ITedaTh ¥ yIaJuICcs OT ABOPa, HO Be[b Ha 9TOT pa3 MhH
npuObIUIM Ha TEPPUTOPUIO KHA3S Y9Ha, eC/Ti KOTTH KHSKecTBa UsH y3HAIOT MeHs, 60I0Ch, He
n30exkaTh €r0 pacy€eToB. A-To caM, KOHEYHO, He BaXKeH, HO eC/Ii BTSHY Bac — OyfeT IJI0XO0.

— Bparos y BeMKOT0 TeHepasia IIpu ABOpe, faxe 0e3 3Toro, HaBepHsKa MOJTHO APYTuX, — cKa3ain A-
JIn.

E Tly Bepenu KapeThl, XOTSI ¥ He TPOPOHUIT HU CJI0BA, HO MOT4Ya KMBHYJI C BRIPazKEHUEM COTJIacHsl.
— Brr 0o0a! — [IBa Menkux 3acpanial

— 41... Bcerma xu1 Ha CHEXKHOM rope, He 0YeHb pPa3bupaioch B fiejIax JBOpPa U PEK U 03€P, XOTSI U
YacTO YuTal B KHUTaX UCTOPUHU O KHS3bSIX, MapKu3aX, reHepanax U MUHUCTPaxX, HO B KOHEYHOM
C4€Te BCE PaBHO IIyTAlOCh.

Ce JIroii onemmm, He oxupgasi, 4yTo My 2KyHUXKY BCTYIIUT B pa3roBOp, U YCJIbIIIAI, KaK TOT
IIPOJOJIXKAET CIIPAIINBaTh:

— TrI TONMBKO 9TO CKa3as, 4To JION3WHOM yIpaBiseT «CTapUIui ChIH uMIepaTopa». « CTapIui CHH
MMIlepaTopa» — 3TO, HaBEPHOe, HACJIeMHBIN IPUHI], TO ecTh Oymymuii CeiH Heba?

— A... 4TO KacaeTcs 3Toro, — nocuelnHo otetus Ce JIol, — Hamerooch, 4To HEeT, eciu [lonHeOecHas
IoTafieT B PyKX KHA35 UsHa — BCE mpormano!

— Pa3Be cTapumii CBIH UMIIepaTopa He [0JIXKeH ObITh HacllefHBIM IpuHIieM? [ToyeMy Ke 3TOT KHS3b
YsH — HeT? — cHoBa crnpocun My KyH4YXKM ¢ HeJOYMEeHHBIM BhlpaxkeHueM. — W mogeMy Bce
pornasno?

— 9x! OOBIYHO IENCTBUTEIBHO CTAPIIXii CHIH MMIIepaTOpa CTAHOBUTCS HaCJIeOHBIM IIPUHIIEM,
npocTo, A Uxu, TH He 3Haemb! KHa3p YsH TOT elne yenoBeK~ KoBapHBIY, JKECTOKUN U
BLICOKOMEPHBIY, laXke BHYTPU €0 KHSIXKEeCKOro foMa LeJIbIMU OHAMU [IOOHUMAaeT IIyM, Kyphl U
co0aky He HaXO[AT IMoKod. [Tomymaii caM, eClii OH faxe C yIpaBJeHueM OJHUM KHSIXKECTBOM He
CIIpaBJIsieTCsl, TO Kak Xe OH, 00/1afaouil IIMPOKUM MUJIOCEPIHEIM CePAIeM, CMOXKET YMUPOTBOPUTD
[ToguebecHy0? Kak ©uMIiepaTop CMOXKeT JOBEPUTh €My IIPEKPACHBIE PEKU U TOPHI?

— Ecnu Obl 0H He OBIJT TAKMM MEJIOYHBIM U 37100HBEIM 110 HaType, uMiepaTop Obl He Konebancs Tak B
BOIIPOCE Ha3HAYEHUS HACJIeOHOTO MPUHIIA. B KOHIEe KOHIIOB, KHSI3b U9H — 3aKOHHBIN CHIH ITOKOMHOM
UMIIePATPHUIIEI, K TOMY K€ CTapIINH, 10 TpaBuIaM HacJeqoBaHKe IIPeCcTosIa HOIKHO ObITh ero
HelpepeKaeMbIM ITpaBoM. Byab OH XO0Th HEMHOTO 60jiee CTapaTeIbHBIM, ITOJI0KEeHNEe HACTIeJHOTO
IpHHIIA 6BI7T0 OBl HEOCIIOPUMO €0, HO KTO JKe 3HaJI, YTO OH OKAXKeTCs TaKUM HeyIayHUKOM, U3-3a
Yero celyac BCE MPOYUe MPUHITHI IOTYYUITH IIAHC.

— Bce nonyuunu maHc? 3Ha4uT... cCelyac IIpU ABOPE, KaK U B KHUTAX IHUIIYT, pa3BOpayuBaeTCs
O6opb0a MPUHIIEB 3a HACJIEACTBO?

— Himenno Tak! A Uxku, cMoTpH, g TeOe pacckaxy, — KakK pa3 Ha 3aHaBeCKe UX KapeThl BUCEH
yeThipe 6onbire kucTty, Ce JIio# yKasan Ha HUX. — Y HEIHEIIHeTro uMIlepaTopa, Boob1ie-To, YeThpe
ckiHa. Ho BTOpO¥ NpuHL, KHA3b JISH, POXKAEH CTyKaHKOM, YeTBEPTHIM IPUHII, KHSA3b WH, ellé Mal,
TaK 4YTO y HUX, HaBepHOe, HeT HUKaKUX HagexkK/I.



C 3TUMHM CJI0BaMH OH CHSIJI BTOPYIO ¥ YETBEPTYIO KMCTH, 3aTEM yKa3ajl Ha OCTABIIHUECS MIBE:

— Ceityac 1masc m1o00POTHCS 3a TPOH ECTh ¥ OMHOTO — TOJIBKO YTO YIIOMSHYTOTO CTApIIEro MPUHIIA,
KHs351 Y9Ha, ¥ IPYTroro — TpeThero MpuHIla, KHA3s HUH, KOTOPHEIH BCE BpeMs JKUBET B CTOJIHIIE.

— Tpertwuit mpuHIl, KHI3b HuH, B oTINMYKeE OT KHA351 UYsHa, o0amaeT MpeKpacHbIM XapaKTepoM U
BHEIITHOCTHIO, K TOMY K€ Upe3BhYalHO TalaHTJIUB, IJIIOC €T0 MaTh, HAlIOXKHHUIA, TITy00KO To0uMa
MMIIEPATOPOM, B IIOCIIEIHUE TOALI Y HETO0 IOSIBUJIaCh 3HAYUTEIbHAS BO3MOXKHOCTh COIIEPHUYATS C
kHs13eM YaHoM. He ckpoto oT TeOs1, A YkKu, Kor[a 51 paHbllle CIyKUII IPU OBOPE, 5T paboTar mop
HayaJIoM TPEeThero IMpuHIlla, KH4A3s HUH, M03TOMYy CTOPOHHUKY KHA354 U9Ha U BULEJIA B MHE LIUI B
rJ1a3y ¥ 3aHO3Y B IJIOTH, BCerfa xkejasg MeHs YCTPaHUTh.

[Ipumeuanue aBTopa: CHEXXHBIY IJIOA — 3aMMCTBOBaHUE U3 «3anucok OsHmoy».

HpOCTO JIEHb YTO-TO BEIOYMBIBATh =W=...
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