Ero ceppne TyT XKe 3aMepiio B TPyAH, ¥ OH XOTeNl KPUKHYTh:
— 41 Tebe Beplo, BEPIO, BO3Bpallaicst ckopee!

Ho He cMor u3gath HU 3ByKa. [IpOTSHYB PyKy, 4TOOH yXxBaTUTh PyKy bait UHb(3HA, OH yBUOET, KaK
tesio bali Hb(aHa OTKHHYIOCh Ha3af U PYXHYJIO IIPSIMO B BOOMIAT.

OH Bmaj B MaHMKY, BEIKpUKKUBas uMs bait UHb(daHa, HO OTBEeTa Tak U He I0CJIefioBaio. BHe3anHo oH
OLIYyTHUJ YTO-TO, HAMPSATCS, MEIJIEHHO 00epHYJICS U yBUAel, Kak FOHb Tao HaTATUBAET XKEJIe3HYIO
CTpeny Ha TeTHBY JIyKa, LIeNISICh B HETO.

— HOns Tao, 3auem Bcé 3T0? [ToueMy THI TaK CO MHOM ITOCTYTIA€IIh?

O=H copocun FOub Tao, HO TOT He OTBETUJI, JINIIL CJIeTKa CKPUBUII I'yOH B HACMELUIUBYIO YXMBIIKY U
OTITYCTHII TETUBY.

2Kemne3Has cTpesa co CBUCTOM IIPOHECIIACh IPSIMO K ero JIUIY.
OH He MOT YBEPHYThCS, BCKPUKHYJI U TaK IPOOYyAUIICS OTO CHA.

O6upa ot HecnpaBemIuBLIX 00BrHEHWHN KOHB Tao u ropeus oT moTepu bai MHBbGIHA 3acTaBUIN
CNE3bI OPBI3HYTH U3 €T0 TJIas.

OH He MMOHMMAJI, KaK 3a TaKOM KOPOTKHUH CPOK OH IOTEPSIJI CaMOTI0 JII00MMOI'0 ¥ CAaMOTro OJIM3KOT0
YyeJioBeKa B MUDeE.

Y Hero ObIIM BeCKUe IIPUYUHEL CKPHIBAThH CBOIO JIMYHOCTE, ToyeMy ke FOHb Tao He 3ax0Ten ero
BHIC/IyLIaTh? HeyKenu B UMIIepaTOPCKOU ceMbe HET MecTa 4yBcTBaM, U FOHb Tao us-3a ero
BPEMEHHOU CKPHITHOCTH y2Ke He MMUTaeT K HeMy HU KallJix JTI00Bu?

Vi3-3a 6OJIBIIIOM TOTEPH KPOBH €0 TEJIO CTaJIO JIEASHBIM, a Cepfille B 9TOT MOMEHT ObIJIO XOJIOHEIM,
Kak J1éf, OyOTO OH fake He YyBCTBOBAJI OOJIH.

OH Bcerga XpaHuJ ce0sT YUCTHIM, CPEOM TPEX THICAY C1a0BIX BOM ITWJI JIUIIb OJHY YE€PIIaKOM, OTHAKO
cymb0a ceIrpasia ¢ HuM 37iyio myTKy — KOHb Tao okazasncs K HeMy Geccepredes.

3Han Obl OH 3apaHee, TaK He CcTaj Obl TaK CEPLE3HO OTHOCUTHCS, JTyUlile OB C CaMOTro Havaa,
1ogo0HO CBOEMY OTILy, ITyCTHUJICS BO BCe TSI2KKHUeE, IEPEUrpaB BceX KpacaBull Mupa. Ecnu Ovl OH He
BKJIa[bIBaJI YyBCTBa, BCETMla COXPaHss PacCynoK, TO He oKa3asics OBl B TaKOU ONaCHOCTH.

Ecnu 6b1 0H He mo0un FOHB Tao Tak cuibHO, TO Korga A ®3H ero mpegynpenust, OH Obl
HACTOPOXKHUJICS U He HOBEN ObI ce0sT 4O TAKOI'0 XKaAJIKOTO COCTOSTHUS.

HOus Tao, FOub Tao, 3TO TH MEHS BHIHYAWIL...

OrtubiHe 51, Tan Csioy, pa3phBaio BCe HUTHU TI00BY U GOIbIIe HUKOT]a HUKOTO B 3TOM MHUpe He
r1oJro0o!

OH mom4a OyMarll 00 3TOM, @ MHOTOYMCJIEHHEIE PaHEI Ha TeJie JIMIIb I"JIY6}Ke BpPe3alid B HETO 3Ty
HEHABHUCTE.

B BemomMmcTBe HMHepaTOpCKOTO ropofga 1moscrooay OBIIH CKDPEITEIE ITIOCTREI, OH HE CMOT" IOCTATh OHaXKe
JIeKapCTBa ¥ MOT"' paCCYUTHIBATE TOJIEKO Ha COOCTBEHHBIH OpraHu3M, YTOOBI IIEepexXuThb 3TO.



OH gyMaJ, 4TO KaK TOJIbKO PAaHbl HEMHOTO 3aKUBYT, MTONAET YCTPOUTD IMOXOPOHE! A ®9HY, HO XpaM
CaHblIaHb OBIT OKPYKEH MJIOTHBIM KOJIBIIOM, €70 PaHBI OBIIH TSKEIIBIMHU, K TOMY XKe JIIOIY U3
BemoMcTBa MITepaTOpCKOIo ropofia 3arHay ero B yroj, Tak 4To MPUOIN3UTLCS TyHa, 0YEBUIHO,
OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO.

Ecnu GBI B TOT MOMEHT OH CMOT OCTAHOBUTH bait MHb(3HA, He IaB €My BRIIUTH Ty Yallly CyIa U3
JIOTOCOBBIX CeMsIH, BCE Obs10 OBl X0po110. ITpocTo oH cnuimkoM moBepsin FOub Tao u CauIkoM
TIepeolieHNBaJl CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, He MOIyMaB, YTO 3TO MIPUBEHET K CEPbE3HEIM ITOCTIENCTBUSIM.

An Usaasn3n... FOHs Tao MOT OACHIIATE €My TaKOW CUJIBHBIN S, IBHO XKeJjlas ero CMepTH!

Takoi cunbHEIH 57, Jaxe eciu Obl Bait MHBGIH BHIINI HEMHOTO, 1 0€CCMEepPTHBIN OBl HE CIIac, OH caM
¥ II0JIaBHO He cMoT Onl. Bojiee TOro, OH caM efjBa cIiac CBOIO XKK3Hb, YyTh HE PACCTABUIUCH C Hell B
xpaMe Canbiia"b. Hao00poT, xkeToH, KoTophli bait HbG3H fan eMy, oTKyna Obl OH HY B35JICH,
CITy4alHO Crac €ero.

Yero oH He MOT TIOHSITH, TakK 9TO TOrO, ecnnu baut UHB(SH goragasncs, 4To B CyIle eCTh A, 3aUueM XKe
OH ero Beimua? OH MoT OBl pa30UTh Yallly UM 3aCTAaBUTh CTPAXKHUKA, KOTOPHIM IIPUHEC CYII, BHIIUTH
€ro.

Xots Tan Csioy Tak mymarl, OH ITIOHKHMaJI, YTO BCE 3T0 Ovlno Oecrone3no. EBHyx Ban 1mo nmpukasy
UMIepaTopa IIPUHEC CYI U3 JIOTOCOBEIX CEMSH, KTO ITOCMeET ero pa3buTh? Eciu 6bl OH 3aCTaBUI
CTpaxKHUKA BHIIUTE, TOT MOT ObI HAMEPEeHHO pa3buTh Yallly, a 3aTeM 0OBUHUTH €r0 B HETIOBUHOBEHUH
yKa3sy, u eMy HeueM Obly1o OB OnlpaBaaThCsa. B ToM cuTyalluy OH BCE paBHO He TIOBEPUI Obl, UTO B CyIle
eCTb 7], @ Hao0opoT, cTan Obl ynpekaTh bait MHbGIHa B Ype3MepHON peaKIui.

B co3Hanuu BCE ell€ 3Bydanu cioBa bait UHb(doHa U3 CHa:
— A'Y, noyemy THl MHE He BEPHUILIb?

OH 3aKphln IN1a3a, ¥ Ieped HUM BO3HUKIIO nullo bait MHB(G9HA, cllerka OTauBalollee CUHEBOU B TOT
MOMEHT.

Bait UHb(})2H 9TOT0 HE TOBOPHJI, TOTAA CUTyalus Oblla KPUTUYECKOM, OH ITOYTH HUYEro He CKas3all.
TonpKOo Korfa nepeaBas XXKeTOH, ero B3TJIs/l, YCTPEMIIEHHBIN Ha Hero, ObLI TIOJIOH IIeYallu, CJIOBHO
B3[0X.

Tan Csioy momyMarit, 4To, HOIKHO OLITh, eMy IToMepeluiocs, Beob bat NHbG9H OB IPSAMONIMHEEH U
HUKOTTIa He MMeJI TAaKUX CJI0XKHBIX BhIPazKeHUH nulla. [1oMbITaBIINCh BCIOMHUTD OO0JIbIIE, OH
BCIIOMHUJI TOJIBKO CCOPY, BCIIBIXHYBIIYIO MEXAy HUMHU [0 Ipuxofa EBHyxa Bana.

Torga on mumb mogymart, uto bait UHbGIH HEpAa3yMeH, HO ¥ YCIIOKAWBaTh ero He ObII0 HACTPOEHHUS,
Bedb ero meno ¢ FOup Tao He kKacanmock bait UubGh3Ha, u maxe ecnu KOHb Tao u3-3a 4ero-to
Pa3037UIICS Ha HETro, OH ORI TOTOB 3TO MpHUHATh. OHM ¢ Bait MHB(GSHOM 1 paHbIlle CCOPUIIKUCH, B
KOHIIE KOHI[OB, IIOCJIe KaXKI0H CCOPBI OHU OBICTPO MUPUIIKCS.

Temeps ke OH MOHSJ, UTO THEB UMIIEPATOPa — HE TO, YTO OH MOXKET JIETKO BRIHECTH, HO y Hero u baii
VubdsHa 60mblie He OBUIO MIaHCA TOMUPUTLCS.

BcnomuHas Ty ccopy, ToH A ®3Ha, Ka3aa0Ch, HOCKHII CTPAHHYI0 HOTKY peBHOCTH. CHadaja OH
TIOOyMaJl, YTO 3TO IMPOCTO U3-3a TOT0, uTO A ®3H 6GECIIOKOHUIICS, KaK OBl OH He MPOMEHSIT Apyxk0y Ha
m000Bb, HO TEIIEPh €My KaXKeTCs, YTO OHO JIUIIh OECITIOKOMCTBO HE MOTJIO 3alTH TaK HajekKo...



3aueM A ®3H, pUCKYS KU3HbBIO, criaca ero? Eciu He MOT cliacTH, He HyKHO OBIJIO U MIBITATHCH,
nyytiie OB faa €My BBITUTD CYII U3 JIOTOCOBBIX CEMSTH, MOXKET, BHIIUB €ro, OH Ovl He yMep, a A ®sH
BeIb [IeMCTBUTEIBHO MOT TTOTUOHYTH!

[Ia, A ®3H He 3HaJ 0 ero pogocioBHOU [lonuHbl Beunou XKu3Hu.

Ecnu 661 A ®3H 3HaJ, BO3MOXKHO, CUTYalus He Jola Osl 4o Takoro. Ho Tak»Ke MOTJIO CITyYUTHCS,
YTO 3aM0Jr0 00 3Toro A ®3H Mor OB COPBATLCS U BEIOONITATh €0 MPOUCX0KIEHNE. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
3TOT IapeHb OBIIT TeM, KTO IIPSIMO I'OBOPHUJI HE3HAKOMIIAM:

— DTOT MOJIOMIOM TOCIIONUH U3 ceMbu bai ¢ LI3ssHHaHH.

Ecnu Ol TOTTIa OH HE HAITOMUHAN eMy IOCTOSTHHO, A ®3H Mor 6kl ¥ 3a0BITH HAa3EIBATh €T0
«OBOIOpPOOHEIM GpaTtom» mepeq 6paTtoM u cectpoyt KOHB, Ha3kIBas €ro MPsSIMO 10 UMEHHU, U TorAa Obl
OH PaCKpPHUICS BOCEMBCOT JIET Ha3a[l.

VimeHnHO moTOoMy, 4TO A ®3H OBUI C HUM CJIMIIKOM 6JIM30K, €My IPHUIIIOCh TPUTBOPUTHCS
IBOIOPOMHEIMY OPAThSIMM, UTO B UTOTE CTAJI0 IPOPEX0H B ero UCTOPUHU CUPOTH, Korma FOHb Tao
IPOBePSIT ero npoiioe. Eciu ObI OH U3HAYaIBHO OMKcall OTHoIeHus: ¢ A ®3H0oM Kak Oojiee manéekue,
BO3MOXKHO, HUYETO0 3TOT0 OBl HE OBITIO.

OpHako Torga OH He oyMai 00 9Toy Ipopexe, U3HavyalbHO IIJITaHUPOBAJl B OyAyIleM He CKPhIBAThCS
nepep FOHb Tao, HaliTé BO3MOXKHOCTh pacCcKa3aTh EMy O CBOEM IIPOUCXOKIOEHUH.

He oxuparn, uto FOHs Tao oKaxKeTCs MOf03PUTENbHEIM U IIPEATIOUTET BEPUTH APYTHUM, a HE eMY.

OH pellIajcss HaYaTh I0-HACTOSIIEMY OOBEPSATh YETI0BEKY, HO CTOJIKHYJICS C TAKUM OTHOIIIEHHEeM, KaK
JKe OH Telepb CMOXKET CHOBA MOBEPSITh IPYTUM?

OTHBIHE BCE IIPEKpacHoe B 3TOM MUPe He UMeeT K HeEMY OTHOIIIEHHS, BCS €r0 OCTaBIIasiCs XKU3Hb
OymeT XKUTh pafii MECTH, ¥ HY OfUH U3 T€X, KTO IPUYUHII eMy 3710, He YUJET OT pacIiaTh!

% X %

[TocnenHue oBa OHS He MHCAJ, IIOTOMY YTO ObLI 3aHAT APYTUMHU [ieJlaMH, la U TYT CI0XKET BCTYIIAeT B
HOBYIO ()a3y, TaK YTO HEMHOT'O 3aCTOIIOPUIICS.

C CeromHsIIHEro OHA HaUMHAETCS COBEPIINEeHHO HOBHIY TaH TaH!

Ynuis CTonuis IO-IIPEXKHEMY ObLIH 0XMBJIEHHBEIMU, HO TaK KakK yXKe OMu3uncs Be4dep, TOJIIIa Ha
PEIHKE Ha4dalla PaCXOOUTLCA.

XpoMoi HUIIUH, C paCTPENAHHBIMHU BOJIOCAMU U T'PS3HBIM JIMIIOM, C YEPHOM MOBSI3KOM Ha I/a3ax,
OYeBUOHO, He3PSUni, onmrupasich Ha 6aMOYKOBYIO TPOCTb, MEIJIEHHO ITPOOKPAJICS BOOJIb CTEHH.

[Tocne Toro Kak bait Mub(3H 0uHYICS, OH 00HAPYKUII, YTO ocyien. Ilepen rina3amMu Obljia HE ThMa,
KakK Iepefl moTepeil coO3HaHus, a IyCTOTa, CJIOBHO T'Jla3 BooO1Ie He cyiecTBoBano. OH Ha MIHOBEHUE
pacTepsics, 3aTeM IOHSJ, YTO ero HUXKHUY JaHbTSIHb IIYCT, BHYTPEHHSS S9HEPTUs UCCAKIIA,
MIOMBITAJICS MOOHATHCS, HO HOTH IIOYTH HE CIIYIIAaIuCh.

Henopmanéxy cnplmanock KypuaHue PeKy, 1 OH 0CO3HaJI, YTO JIeXKUT Hefaneko ot 6epera. B ot
[IeHb, YIIaB B BOJOMA/, OH He yCIen 3ax7Ie0HyThCs, KaK IMOrpy3uiIcs B 6ecraMsTCTRO.

BeposiTHO, TOTIa ero CHECII0 MOTOKOM BHM3, ¥ Bofa BEIOPOCHIIa ero Ha Oeper.



Cornacuo cimoaM JIy ITuH(}9Ha, 0OH GBI OTPABIIEH oM LISHBIZH U [OJIKEeH ObIIT MaBHO YMEPeTh, HO,
HEOXKHUOAHHO, BCE eIlé 0CTABAJICS B KUBEHIX.

[TpocTo ero moBpexknOEHHOE TEJI0, CKOpee BCEero, He BOCCTAaHOBUTCS. Eciu OB I/Ta3a MOKHO OBIIO
BBIJIEUHTH, Peakius Oblta ObI HE TAKOM, YTO JakKe TeMHOTH He BUJHO, Cefyac ke Ka3ajoch, 0yaTo y
HEro HUKOTa He OBIJI0 TAaKOT'0 OpraHa, Kak rjasa, Ipu IPUKOCHOBEHUM K HUM [laXke COKpallleHue
OKPY2KaIOIIUX MBIIII], Ka3ajl0Ch, HE OIIYIAIOCh.

An OBLIT HACTOJIBKO CHUJTBHEIM, a OH BCE Xe CyMeJl BEIZKUTh — BO3MOZKHO, 3TO YK€ 49y[o0.

Jly LlurdaH ¢ yBEPEHHOCTHIO YyTBEPXKAA Iepes HUM, YTO OH YMPET, bait Uub(h3aH He Mor He
ycMexHyThCs: ecnu Ovl JIy LluHb9H y3HA, YTO OH KUB, HABEPHOE, JIOIHYJI OBl OT 3JI0CTH.

Hymast o coObITHSX TOTO AHS, bait MHb()3H HEBOIBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAJ 6€CIOKONCTBO. Hen3BecTHO, Kak
taMm Tau Cs0y, pa3 yxK oH caM oTpaBuics, Tan Csoy momKeH ObIT IPOSIBUTh OOUTETBHOCTS.

YTo KacaeTcs TOro, KakK OH y3HaJI, YTO CYI M3 JIOTOCOBHIX CEMSIH OTPaBJIeH, OH U caM He 04eHb
TIOHMMaAJI, 3TO OBIJIO KaKOe-TO HMHTYUTUBHOE olyIleHue. [10mo6HO 3Bepio, CIIOCOOHOMY B IIEPBHIM Ke
MOMEHT MTOYYSTh MPUONIHUKEHNE OTIaCHOCTH.
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