3u [Iunbait yctaBuincs Ha JIy YaHII9HA, €T0 YyTh He BEIPBAJIO OT 3JIOCTH, HO B €T'0 HEIHEIITHEM BULE
3TO He UMeJIO HU Majeliel yoequTeTbHOCTH, ¥ OH 3a0HO BO3HEHABU/IEN MOJTYa CTOSIIETO PSIIOM
resepasa MuHa.

Mun XyaHb, KOHEYHO, He 3HaJI, 0 yéM gymar L[3u Llunbait. OH mpe3upas XKU3Hb U CMEPTH CMEPTHHIX,
TI09TOMY JIUIIL (GOPMAJIbHO CKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY ¥ PABHOMYIITHO ITPOU3HEC:

— PaHee Balll MOAOAaHHbINA TOACTPEIIUI 0€JI0T0 TUTPa. [0OBOPSIT, 3TO CYLIECTBO TYXOBHOE, €T0 Ceple
U TIeYeHb MOXKHO HCITI0JIb30BaTh KaK JIEKAPCTBO, CITIOCOOHOE BOCKPEIIIAaTh MEPTBEIX U 3a7I€YUBATh
KocTu. He mpukaxeTe 1 MHE YOUTh €T0, BRIPe3aTh CEP/lle U MPEMOIHEeCTH TOCYaaphHe?

1I3u Ilunobaii...
Tanp UkKaH maxe, KaxkeTcs, 3aiyMaJiCs Hafl 9TUM IIPedJioKeHueM u nocMorpen Ha 113u Ilunbast.

— Pa3 aToT Genbilil TUTP — CYIIECTBO OYXOBHOE, €T0 HU B KOEM ClTydae HeJb3sl youBath, — LI3u
LlunGait o6omIieN OT TaKOM HATIOCTH, OHU Bce TOUHO Geckl! — IIycTh Barie BenuuecTBo mpukaxeT
OTIIYCTUTD €T0, 3TO OyaeT JOOPEIM OEeJIoM.

Musn XyaHb CHOBa B3IJISIHYJI Ha HETO U Ha 3TOT pa3 HaKOHel] YMOJIK.

W3-3a cocrostaus 113u llunbast y mMmepaTopa He OBIJIO HaCTPOeHUs IIPUHUMATh reHepaia MuHa.
JInmb mo3xke L3u Llunb6al y3Han, 4To apMust XyaHbIOHN C I03KHBIX TPAHUI] 3@ BHIIAIOIIKMECS 3aCyTH B
IIPOLIIBIE TOMBI YAOCTOMIACh TOYETHOM IPHUBUIIETUM «IIPEICTaBaTh Iepel uMIiepaTopoM 6e3
KOJICHOTIPEKJIOHEHM I, BXOOUTD BO ABOPEL] C OPYXKUEM».

Ha camom mene, mo00# 3MpaBOMBICISIINE Y4€JI0BEK IIOHUMAJI, YTO XOTS 9TO ¥ MUJIOCTh UMIIEPATOPa,
IIpaBuJia €CTh NIPaBUJIa, X WX HEJIh3s IePecTynarh.

C aToit Touku 3peHusi MuH XyaHb OIpPefeIEHHO He ObIJT OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

Bepnysmuch B Yeptor HOunyH, 1[3u [{uHOail LenbIMU THSIMY ITepeXuBall, Kak Ol He YOI TOTO
6enoro Turpa. He nposnexaB 1 HECKOJIbKUX OHEMU, OH IIOCIIEITHO OTIIPABUIICS C CITy>KaHKaMu B
3BEepHUHEI.

[TpoBOTHUKOM CHOBa OBITT TOT YUHOBHUK U3 MUHUCTEPCTBA PUTYAJIOB, BCIO JOPOTY OPOKAIIUN OT
CTpaxa, KakK Ovl He 00UOEeTH ero.

— DTOT TUTD eIIé MOJIOf, OYeHb CMHIIIIEHHIM U HaXKe JTaCKOBBIM K JIIOOSIM, — YMHOBHUK ITPUKa3all
€BHYXaM OTKPHITh 3BepHHEI] u, 00sCh, uTo L[3u [TuHOa# COUTET 3amaxX CIUIIKOM CHUITBHEBIM,
pa3MaxuBai PyKaMU, HECKOJIBKO pa3 YyTh HE 3afIeB ero.

113u LuuOaro OBIIO He [0 MPUBEPeIIUBOCTH. [Tpoiss MUMO HECKOJILKUX NePeBSTHHBIX 3arOHOB, OH
cpasy yBumen 0esoro TUTPa, JIeKaBIIero B caMOM JajlbHEM YTIIy.

OH feiicTBUTEIHHO 06J1afanl HEKOTOPOU MyXOBHOCTHIO, HO IO YPOBHST 6€CCMEPTHOTO eMy OBLITO
[aJexo.

3u [TunOai, B3TNISIHYB Ha HETO HECKOJIBKO Pa3, MBICIIEHHO OIIEHWII CUTyallli0: B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO
rnoToMoK Haup Iy, # 0H 0093aTesIbHO OOJIKEH ero CIacTH.

Bemnblit TUTP, KaK ¥ TOBOPUJT YUHOBHUK, OKA3aJICS TOCIYIIHEIM U JTACKOBHIM, U, OyAYYH CYIIECTBOM
NYyXOBHLIM, ITposiBun K 13 Llun6at ocobyro npuBsg3aHHOCTh. ClyKaHKa IOAHECTa KOXKaHbIH



moBoOoK, 113u LIuuOai cOOCTBEHHOPYYHO Hafell ero Ha TUTPa ¥ yKe cOOMPAsICs BHIBECTH €T0, KaK
BOPYT YCIIBIIIAT HACMEIIIUBEIA CMeX.

Mun XyaHb CTOSI y BXOfa B 3BepuHell. CeromHs Ha HEM He OBIJI0O BOEHHOU (DOPMBI, TOJIBKO
rpaXkgaHCKas ofiexka, HO Ha M0sICe BUCEN IJTMHHLEIN Mey.

LI3u IIuHOal 3aMep, Kak Iepef JTUI[OM I'PO3HOT0 Bpara, He OTBOAS OT HEro IJas.

— Koro s BuXy, — MuH XyaHb MeflJIeHHO IPUOJIU3UIICS, CJIOBHO IIPOTY/IMBAsCh IO cafdy, ¥ 6ermio
OoKuHY B3rNaaoM nuilo [3u [lunbas. — Oka3eiBaeTCs, TOCYAaphIHS.

L13u Lluubait oTBETUI C (PanbIIMBOM YIILIOKOM:
— I'enepan MuH.

MuH XyaHb He cTal KOMMeHTUpoBaTh. OH MocMOTpes Ha 6eioro Turpa, Kotoporo Bén Li3u Liuubati.
3Bepb SIBHO yKACHO 0OSIJICST €T0 ¥, BCTPETUBILINCH C HUM B3TJISIIOM, KaT00HO B3BELI, APOXKa BCEM
TEJIOM.

IlyXOBHEIE CyIleCTBa BCerga 4yTKO pearupyloT Ha He-Jofgel. YBUAEeB AIMHHBIY Med Ha [1osgce MuH
Xya#ns, [13u [lunbait Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aCThUI, IOYYBCTBOBAB CTPaHHOE CMYTHOE 3HAKOMCTBO.

OH UHCTUHKTUBHO He XOTeJl PaCKphIBaTh CBOIO MCTUHHYIO CYIITHOCTh U U3HAYAJIbHYIO AV TIepeq
3THUM CYIIECTBOM, ITO3TOMY IIOJIaBUII BCI0 O0KECTBEHHYIO CUY, IOJIarasich JIUIIb Ha (GU3NYECKOe TENI0
L3u Oi.

Mun XyaHb KaK0e-TO BpeMsi IIPUCTAIbHO CMOTPeIT Ha Hero, HU4ero He 00HAPYKUT U, TOTEPSB
WHTEPEC, IPE3PUTEIHHO YCMEXHYIICS.

— Bcé xke 3T0T GBIl TUTP — KUBOTHOE, U g 6010Ch, KaK OBl OH BHE3aITHO He Halajl 1 He PaHuI
mofeit, — Mun XyaHsb chesia IoJyliar B CTOPOHY, IPUTBOPHO IIOYTUTEJIBHO IPEII0KUB:

— [To3BomnbTE BalleMy NOOAAHHOMY COIIPOBOOUTE FOCYLAPHIHIO BO ABOPELL.
Bcio gopory Li3u LuuGa mepxkancs oT MuH XyaHs Ha ITOYTUTEIFHOM PAaCCTOSTHUMU.

[TocTOpOHHUM MyXK4YuHaM HeJb3s ObIJI0 BXOAUTH B XKeHCKHe okou, u L3u Llunbaii He Oosimcs, 4To
MuH XyaHb BOPBETCS CUJION — CIMIIKOM MHOTO TjIa3 CJIeIUIIo 3a HUMU. K ToMy XKe, Teeps 3a ero
CIIMHOM OBLUT MOTYIIECTBEHHEIN ITIOKPOBUTENL: U Ha HeOecax, ¥ Ha 3emiie beaMepHslit [TouTEeHHEIN
Bynpa Obl1 camMoi HafmEeKHOM ommopoi. [laxke ecu OH II0Ka He MOT ITOCTUYb, UTO Takoe MuH XyaHb,
OH He CUUTaJl, YTO YPOBEHb TOT0 MOXKeT OBITH BhHIIE, yeM y TaHb UXkaHa.

Xotst MuH XyaHb HOJITOe BpeMs CIYKUII Ha I'PaHulle, ero Koxa Oblyla HeXKHOH, a JIUI0 — OJeqHBEIM,
CJIOBHO IIOMIEPHYTHIM 00JIe3HEHHOM OBIMKOM. TenocmoxkeHnne y Hero ObII0 CKOpee XyIOIlaBeIM U
n3AIIHBIM. Ecriu OB He TPOMKas cllaBa apMUK XyaHbIOH, TTISAS Ha 3TOTO TeHepana MuHa, HUKTO OBl
He TI0JyMaJl, 4YTO OH I'OfleH IJig KOMaHOOBaHMUs BOMCKaMMU.

L13u Lluubati, Bems 6enoro TUrpa, MWEN ¥ He MOT He CMOTPeTh Ha Med y TOTO Ha IosiCe.
BeposiTHO, B3r/Isi €r0 OBIT CJIUIIIKOM OTKPOBEHHBIM, IIOTOMY 4TO MuH XyaHb 3aMeTHUlI U 00epHYIICS.
— l'ocymapbiag 3HaKOMa C MOUM Me4OM? — CIIPOCHUII OH.

113u [uuOait HanbIIuBO YILIOHYIICS:



— FeHepaH JIbCTUT MHE, MHE IIPOCTO HPABUTCA Y30D Ha PYKOATH.

MuH XyaHb onmycTH B3rsAA. ETo Med OBl CIIpATaH B YEPHBLIX HOXKHAX, HO PYKOSATH BHITJISAbIBasIA
HapyXy, U e€ I[BeT JeUCTBUTEIHHO ObII HEOOBIUHEIM — CJIOBHO 30JI0TO U I1aMsg. OH yCMEXHYIICS:

— OpHa cTapas 3HaKOMas OeMCTBUTEIbHO 3Hala 3TOT Med.
[13u [uuOaii MOPTHYI.

MuH XyaHb, YXBaTUBIINCEH 3a HOXKHBI, YCMEXHYJICS, ¥ Pa3fajics JETKUM 1eT40K — PYKOSTh Oblia
BBIJBUHYTA...

— HimmepaTop npubbiBaeT! — BHe3aIllHO 3aKpUyall eBHYX V [IBOPIIOBHIX BOPOT, OMyCKasCh HA KOJIEHHU.
[13u [{uuOait MHCTUHKTUBHO 00EPHYJICS U YBUE]I TEMHO-UMIIEpPATOPCKUe ofexkabl TaHb YkaHa.

ViMmepaTop CTOSI/I IIPOTUB CBETA, BRIPAXKeHUe ero julla OblJI0 HEeBO3MYTHMEBIM, JIUIIB I'1a3a riTy00Ko u
MpayHo cMOTpesu Ha MuH Xyans u 1[3u [{unOGas.

Mun XyaHb IIPE3PUTENIBHO YCMEXHYIICS U 6e3pa3nuyHo yopasn Med o0paTHO.

— 3ayeM TH IPUBEN 3TOT0 3Beps 06paTHO? — TaHb YXKaH cHenan HECKOIBKO 1Iar0B BIIEPE, CHOBa
B3TJIIHYJI Ha MuH XyaHS U CIIPOCUJI, OIIyCTUB I'OJIOBY.

113u Lluu0Oait OB OlIapallleH 9TOH OBYCMBICIEHHOCTHIO, HO, BCTIOMHMB O CTaTyce MuH XyaHs,
II0YYyBCTBOBaJI BHYTPEHHIOW TpeBory. lllyTka nu — I[loyTeHHBIM Byaaa Mor npsaMo B TUIIO Ha3bIBaTh
€ro «3BepeM», a OH He cMeJl. [103TOMy OH JIMIIbL OCTOPOXKHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha BHIpaXkKeHue JIuIa
UMIlepaTopa Hu, meflas BUI, YTO He IMOHSJI HaMEKa, B3BEIIEHHO CKa3al:

— MHe o4YeHb IIOHPABUJICS 3TOT O€JIbIi TUTP... d X0Uy OCTaBUTh €TO0.

Tanp UKaH He CKasan HU «Ja», HU «HeT». OH B3TJITHYJ Ha 6efioro Turpa — 0egHOe co3maHue
TPSICIIOCH €111€é CUJIbHEe, YeM PaHblIlle, YIIN IPUKAIUCh K TOJIOBE.

... LI3u IluHOai mogyMart: 4To XKe TaKOT0 YKaCHOTO B 9THX [JBOMX, UTO JYXOBHOE CYIIECTBO TaK MX
pouTca?!

Xotst MuH XyaHb U He IIPOSBIISII 0CO00TO IIOYTEHUS K UMIIEPATOPY, OH SIBHO TOXKE HE XOTEJI C HUM
ccoputhcs. 1I3u Ilunbait moHuMar, 4To MuH XyaHb, Kak ¥ OH caM, BePOSITHO, He MOT IIOCTUYb CyAb0Y
Tanp UKaHa ¥ TOTOMY CMYTHO [oTafbiBajICcsd 00 MCTUHHOM CYLTHOCTH UMIIepaTopa Kak [lo4TeHHOTro
Bynnoer. [TockonbKy oHM 00a IIPOXOIUIIM UCIIEITAHNE, YEM BEHIIIIE YPOBEHD, TEM MEHbBIIIE XKeJIaHUs
3aMyTHIBATLCS BMECTE, YTOOBI He YCYTyOJISITh UCIILITAHNE ¥ HE PA3PYIIUTh MPUYUHHO-CIIeICTBEHHEIE
CBs3U U Ccyab0y, pUCKYs OTUOHYTH CaMOMY.

[TogymaB 06 3ToM, [[3u LlunOait CHOBA MOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK €My TSKeJ0. B 3T0oM XK1U3HU, 00peYEHHON
Ha MeyYasbHyIo Tubesb, OH Hafesycs JIUIIb, YTO MIOTePST YPOBHS U CUJIBI OYIEeT He CIMIIKOM BEeJIUKa,
yTOOBI, BEPHYBIINCEH, OH MOT KakK CJIefyeT OTaynuTh bait Yao.

Pa3 Taub Yzxkan mpulOsi, MuH XyaHb He CTall 3afiePKHUBATLCS ¥, OTOAB MOYTHUTEIHHBIN ITOKJIOH,
yOanumics.

YBupes, 4TO TOT yIIEN, UMIIEPATOP HE PA3BECENIUIICS, a BHITISIAEN TakK, OyATO 3acTall UX B U3MEHE.

— OH XO0Tb ¥ He 4YeJIoBeK, HO U He 60xkecTBO, — 1[3u Llunbaii 63 3a3peHUs COBECTH IIEPEJIOKUIT BUHY



Ha MuH XyaHs. — [lo9TOMy MBI C HUM He 3HaKOMEL.

Taub YkaH QBIPKHYI U CIIPOCHUIT:

— OH TOXe 3[eCh, YTOOLI ITPOUTH UCIIBITAHUE?

[13u [luu0att momyMar, 4TO 3TO BeCbMa BEPOSITHO, ¥ KUBHYIL.

— Torma mepXKuCh OT HEro MOoJasIbllle, — X0JI0AHO cKa3as Tanb UYkaH. — YTOOB €r0 HCIBITAHKE He
Ieperio Ha Teos.

1I3u Ilunobaii...
[Toxoxe, UMIIEPaTOP YCEPMHO 3ydas COOPHUKH PACCKa30B 0 60KECTBaxX U 000POTHSIX. ..
[Mogyman Li3u Liuu6aii.

Ho na camowm pene OEPXKATHCA IIOOAJIbIIE HY2KHO Tebe! A GYJIY TOJIBKO 6J1a1"011apeH HebecaM u 3eMIe,
€CIT! BBl IBOE HE CTOJIKHETECH!

[Tepen cuoMm LI3u LluuOaii BCE eme gyman o Mmeue MuH XyaHs.

On TIOCJIYIITHO BEIIIXII JIEKAPCTBO, IIOOAHHOE Tanp YKaHOM, ITIOTOM IIO3BOJIHII Ce0s II01IEeJI0BaTh,
HMIIEPAaTOp OOJITO JIaCKaJl €ro, HO B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB COEPZXKaJICAd 1 He I[OBéTI Oejio oo KOHIIa.

L13u Lluubali Tak pa303IUJICSI, YTO TOTOB OBIJT COPOCUTD €T0 C KPOBaTH.
— Hyx#Ho cnymaThes JIy YaninsHa, — 06HSB ero, TaHb YKaH MMOTIafui ero 1o Iee.

1I3u Lluubait yxKe ycTas CIIOPUThL O TOM, YTO OH — 00KECTBO, @ TOT — BCETO JIUIIb ITPOCTON
CMEPTHBIM.

VimmepaTop, He cTpapatoinuii or 6oy orust MHb, OBICTPO 3acHY, a L3u [lunbait He Mor yCHYTh. B
IIOJIyIpEMeE, MeXKy CHOM U SIBbIO, OH TO Bupen [loureHHoro Bynmy, To Habnionan, kak bait Yao Ha
KOJIEHSIX COOMpPAET aibli IOTOC CyabOHL.

Y xorpma paccsero, nepen L3u Llunbaem crosn MuH XyaHb.

— ¥V MmeHd Oblyla 0fHa cTapasi 3HakKoMasi, KoTopasi e CTBUTEIbHO 3Hajla MOM Med, — OH yXBaTHJICS 3a
YEpHbIe HOXKHBI, pa3fascs LUeTY0K, U PyKOSATH OblJia BEIABUHYTA...

[13u [luu06ait OmyCTUI B3TJIAM U YBUAEN, YTO Med MuH XyaHs 0Ka3aJicsl B eTro COGCTBEHHOM PYKe.

PykosiTh 11BeTa IJIaMEHU U 30J10Ta, KJIMHOK, TI0X0XKWi Ha (PeHUKCOBO II€PO0, BOCIIJIAMEHUBIINN UCKPY
MUPCKO! KapMHI.

— IOsnyans, — Npou3HEC OH caM. — [IeMCTBUTENIbHO XOPOIINUM KJIIMHOK.

11I3u [luubOait pe3ko mpocHyncs. OH ObIT BECh B IOTY, Ilepef IrJla3aMu CTOsIa nejieHa. CHapyXH,
Ka3aJioCh, KTO-TO IIyMeJI, ¥, YCIIbIIIAB JBUXKEHNE, TI0JIOT KPOBATH MTOCIEIIHO OTOEPHYIIN.

ViMmepaTop HUKOTTIA eIll€ He BHITIISIAEeN TaKUM PacTEePSHHBIM: CUHSKHU IO T7la3aMH, IIeTHHA Ha
TuIle, BRIPaXKeHue MOTHOe TTaHUKY U pacTepsHHOCcTH. OH cMoTpen Ha LI3u Llunbas, XoTen NpoTSHyTh
PYKY, HO CIIOBHO 00s71Csi pa30UTh €ro, ¥ B KOHIIe KOHI[OB JIMIIb TUXO IPHUOTKPEII POT.
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