— 9T0 Bemb MacTepa? — 2KeHIIKHA ¢ TI000IEITCTBOM IIOMOIIIa BIEpe] U JIETOHBKO KOCHYIacCh
[PYTOTo AJIUHHOTO Meda, KOTOPHIM UcnycKan 6enoe cusiaue. — [loueMy oH cBeTUTCS? MacTep,
IIOCMOTPHUTE... ai!

BHe3amnmHO MofiBellleHHas 1IeJIKOBas TKaHb 110 HEM3BECTHOM MpuunHe ocnabiia, ¥ IJIMHHLIM Med Pe3K0
TI0JIETEJ BHU3. YV KEeHIIKMHL OB TOBPEXOEHE PYKH, U OHa He MOTJIa ero noimars. Kasanocs,
TsIKeJioe OpPyxKue BOT-BOT 00pYIIUTCS el Ha HOTH!

[aub Yao MOIHUEHOCHO NIPOTAHYJI PYKY U CXBAaTUJI Me4, KpUKHYB:
— OCTOpPOXKHO!

B aTOT Mur OH YXBATHJICA 3d IIJIATUHOBYIO PYKOSATh.

P-p-p-p-p!

B cnepyioiee MrHOBEHUE MeU C JISI3TOM BHIPBAJICS U3 HOXKEH. BMecTe ¢ efeHsAen qyILy
yOuCTBEHHOM aypoy, B3AMETHYBIIEHCS K HeOY, BECh OPYKeUHbIM CKla[ BHE3AITHO Pa3pa3usics
IIPOH3UTEILHBIM MEYEBHIM T'yJIOM!

B aT0 Xe BpeMs, rimaBHBIY 3al foMa Ce.

[TomunHEHHBIN IOCIEIIHO BOIIEN B BOpOTa, U Ma CuHb TyT XKe IOAHS T'OJIOBY:

— Hy uto0?

— K cyacTsio, cTpaku TeHel NPOSBUNIM HaXOOYUBOCTh, TeHepas HOiBaHb Xy HUYEro He 3amof03puil.
Ma CuHb HaKOHEI[ BEIJOXHYJI C 0071eTYeHNEM U TOPbKO YCMEXHYJICS:

— ITO TOJBKO TPETHH [IeHb, BIEPEIH ellle ABaflaTh CEMb OHeM Mecsia. Kak Mbl 6yieM CKphIBaTh
nanbine? ExxeqHEeBHBIX YUHOBHUKOB, IPUXOOSIINX B IOM, ellle MOXKHO KaK-TO OTBafiUTh, HO BOPYT
UMIIEPATOP BBI30OBET...

[ToguMHEHHBIN TOXKEe IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ 03HOO:

— Bpatan Ma, He BOJIHYNCS, [TI0KaA BCE UAET II0 pacieTaM KOMaH[YIOIIEro, CTpaXy TeHel 3HalOT, YTO
nenaThb. K ToMy XKe, 5 CHBIIIAT OT JIeKaps, YTO COCTOSIHME KOMaHAYIOIIEr0 Ha CaMOM [ieJie HEIlJIOXOe,
MOXKET, B 9TOM T'OAY CKOPO...

Kaxk pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT 3a OBEPHIO IMOSIBUJICS eIlle OJUH IBapaeell, KOTOPHIH BOexka 6eroM, He
3a00TsICh O TOM, YCIIBIIIAT €T0 UJIK HET, U, BOU[S, 3aKpuyall:

— JTogu! Bonbiasg 6ena, JII0OU B IIoO3eMesibe ucuesnu!
Ma CuHb pe3K0 BCKOYHUIT:
— Yro TH cKazan?

— CTpaXHUKH TONTBKO YTO 0OHAPYKHUIK AEBYIIKY, KOTOPAs HOCKJIA €Ny, B 00euX CeKPETHBIX
KOMHATaX HUKOTO HET, MBI YK€ OTIPABUIIX JTI0eH 0OBICKUBATH BCE MTOI3EMETIBE. ..

He yCIieJI rBapaeen, 3agbiXasiCh, HIOTOBOPHUTH, KaK CHAPY2KHU I''TABHOT'0 3dJid Pa3AaJICA HEBEPOATHO
HpOHSI/ITeHBHHﬂ CBHCT, CJIOBHO IIJIa4 THICAY NEMOHOB 1 OYXOB, FpOXHYBI.HI/II;I IIpsAMO B Hebeca. Y Bcex



OOHOBPEMEHHO PE3KO U3MEHUIINCE JINIIA.

— ... 'yn meua Taus! — Bckpuyan Ma CuHb. — OTOT MOHaAX IPOHUK B OPYKEUHBIN CKJIa[ U TPOHYII
Med Tail3 KOMaHOYOIIETO...

OH C ns3roM BBIXBATHII M€Y ¥ BLICKOYMIT U3 TJTIaBHOTO 3ajla, SPOCTHO KpHUda:
— Jlromu! 3a MHOM B OpyKeMHBIN CKal, pa3pyOuTh 3TOTO AUKOT0 MOHaxa Ha KopM cobakam!

Co BCex CTOPOH 3a IpefesiaMy OPyKeMHOT0 CKJlafia MOCBIIIANINCh ronoca. [Jaub Yao IEPHYICS B
BHCKE U PEe3KO BOH3UJI OeJIbii Med 00paTHO B HOXKHHEI.

[TpOH3UTENBHBEIA CBUCT TYT K€ IMPEKPATHUIICS, HO ObIJIO yKe M037aHO0. 2KeHIlHa, BEPOSITHO, MHOTO
HacTpazaslach B IOA3EMHOM TIOPbME, U TeIeph, YCIIbIIIaB roj0ca, OHa CTajla Kak repenyraiHas
IITUIIA, faxe I'yOs ee cierka nmobenenu. OHa TUXO MPOLIETANA:

— Macrtep, Temneps MEHL..

Hanb Yao BeiTamun Med Lucun JIyHbIl0oaHb, TITy00KO BIOXHYII, YTOOB YCIIOKOUTHCS:
— He 0oiics, g BeiBeny Te0s1, popy0asics.

— A ecnu He IONYYUTCS IPOPYOUTHCS?

Ianp Yao HeOpeKHO OPOCHUIT:

— Torga ympeM 31ech BMeCTe.

Jle3Bue Meda JIyHBbI0OaHb OTPA3UJIO JIy4 CBETA Ha €T0 MyXKeCTBeHHOM npodure. Ilog rycTeiMu
OpOBSIMM €T'0 B3TJISAM OB JIEAEHSIIUM U 00KUTAIOIIUM.

2KeHIIIMHA CTIeTKa 3aMellKallach, Ka3aloch, OHa Oblyla HECKOJIBKO OIlIeIOMIIeHa.

W3panexa gqoHeCCs OTNIYLIIUTEIbHEIN I'POXOT — IBEPb OPYKEWHOT0 cKiafga Orlia rpy0o BHIOUTA. 3aTEM
TIOCTIBIIIIAIMCH LIATHU U JISI3T OPYKHUS, KOTOPHIE XJIBIHY/TA BHYTPD. [IpUCTyIIaBIIMCh, MOXKHO OBLIO
Pa3IUYUThL CTPOTUI MOPSAOK: OHU OBICTPO MPUOIMAKAUCE 110 PSAAM XKeJIe3HBIX CTeJIIaxKen.

— Macrep, — HaxMypuJach KeHIIrHa. — Barre 60eBoe MacTepCTBO BHICOKO, OIMH BBl C MEUOM
00s513aTeIbHO IIPOPBETECH, HO CO MHOM Ha pyKax g 6ymay o0y3o0ii. JIy4lle BriaiiTe MEHs, BO3MOXKHO,
3TO [ACT IIaHC Ha BHIKKUBAHUE...

Opnako [Tanb Yao yneiOHYICS e U MoOKavas T'OJI0BOM.

Ero yneiOka Oblia TOTHOM IPOTUBOIIOI0KHOCTHIO yiIEI0Ke Ce KOHS — CIIOBHO YKCTOE, MOJIOZOE,
CTpOIHOe mepeBo. [locmequu 3acTaBsaI HANPSATaThCs, a IEePBLIM BEI3bIBaI HEBEPOSITHOE
YMHPOTBOPEHHKE, POXK/asi B Cep/lie HCKPEHHIO CHMIIATHIO.

— XoTst MbI ¢ TOOOM BCTPETUIIMCH CIIy4alHO, pa3 & s Tebs crac, To He M03BOJIi0 Tebe CHOBA UATH Ha
BEPHYIO CMEPTh.

[Taub Yao 0gHOM PYKOU OepzKajl Med, IPYyroy MPOTSAHYII K KeHIIUHe:

— IleByIlIKa, IepXKUCh Kpemye 3a MeHs1. YTo OBl HU ITPOU30IIII0, He OTKPHIBAM TJias.



Ha IIPpEKpPaCHOM, FJ'IY6OKOM JIne 2KeHIIXMHBL Ha MTHOBEHHME IIPOMEJIBKHYJIO HEBEPOSATHO CIIOZKHOE
BBEIpaXKeHHNe, KOTOPOo€E IMMOYTH MOZKHO OBITIO HA3BATh 3aTPYAHUTEJIBHBIM IIOJIO2ZKEHHUEM.

OpHaKO BCKOpPE OHA BOCCTAHOBUIIA CIIOKOMCTBUE TaK OBRICTPO, YTO Ka3anaoCh, OYITO 9TOT MUT OBLI
BCET0 JIUIIB UJITI03UEH.

— ... Pa3 MacCTep HaCTauBaeT, TO KOraa BCe BOIZHYT, IIPUTBOPUTECH, YTO B3AJIN MEHA B 3aJIOKHHUKM...

— Onn HCIIYTalOTCA, YTO BRI JlefICTBI/ITeHBHO YGBeTe MEHs, U HUKTO 0oJibIlle HE CTAHEeT BaM
MMPENnATCTBOBATE.

— Ctosats!

B3phIBHOM KPHK IIPO3ByYalsl MPSIMO 1101 HOTaMu, ¥ cpa3y XkKe SPKO BCIIBIXHYJII CBET ¢dakenoB. M3-3a
JKeJIe3HHIX CTeJIaXKel CO BCeX CTOPOH IOSIBUNTUCH O€CUKMCIIeHHbIe CTPaXXHUKU. Ma CHHBL C MEYOM B
PYyKe BBICKOYMII U3 TOJIIIBI, SPOCTHO KpHUYa:

— Jlep3Kuii MOHAaX, THl TOCMETL...

B cnepnytomiee MrHOBEHNE OH 3allHYJICS, B €T0 I'/la3aX BCIBIXHYJI HEBEPOSITHHIM, TPaHNYAIlIUN C
yKacoM CBeT.

Haub Yao cTOSI C MEYOM B PyKe, ero Kpellkas pyKa JiepKasia KeHIUHY repeq coboii, a B Ipyrou
PYKe OH CKMMaJ OKPOBaBJIEHHbIM KUHKaJl, KOTOPHIHA OB IPHUCTABIIEH K €€ 1Iee.

KeHmuHa Kpemko HaxMypuJia CBOU AJTMHHBIE OPOBHU, He TIPOM3HOCS HU CJIOBa.
aup Yao xonogHo ycTtaBuics Ha Ma Cuns:

— Kro cmenaer mar Brepep, s yObIo ee.

Ma CuHBb MTHOBEHHO B30ECHIICS.

— Hazap! Bce Hasan! — peB Ma CuHS nofHAICS KaK MUHMMYM Ha BOCEMb TOHOB BHIIIE, UYEM IIPEXKTE.
— HukTO He cTpenser, oTcTynaure!

CTpaXHUKM, XOTS U He ITIOHUMaIu IPUYKUHBL, HEMEAJIEHHO MONATUINCh Ha3afl, OKPyKeHUe TYT Ke
pacILIMPUIOCh Ha NoJI-4KaHa. Ma CHHB CTOSJI BIlepegy BCeX, YCTaBUBILIKCE Ha [laHb Yao, moyTu
MOKHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, YTO OH OBIT BHE Cce0sl OT SPOCTH, HO He MOT BEIMOJIBUTh HM OJTHOT'O CBSI3HOT'O
CloBa:

— UKWl MOHAX, eCJIi CETONHS Thl CYMeellb VUTH 0TCIofa, 5 Tebs...

— Komanpytommmii Ce Tebs He MOITaAUT, — BAPYT IIPOU3HECa XeHIWHa, TPUCTAIbHO IIsad Ha Ma
Cuns. — XoT4 4 1 y3Hulla foMa Ce, HO €C/y A NEUCTBUTEILHO IIOTEPSIO 30eCh KU3Hb, KOMaHAYIOIIUI
Ce TeOs He IIOLIATUT.

Ma CuHb B3APOTHYIIL.
3aTeM B ero ria3ax IIPOMeIbKHYIO0 03apeHue, U eT0 CBUPEIIbIM TOH BHE3AIMHO CMITYUJIICS:

— Monax Cunb Yao, gaBay IOrOBOPUM CIIOKOMHO, CHa4ajla OTIYCTHA CEMBIO Halllero KOMaHAYIIero!
Pa3Be MyxuuHe 1 BOUHY IIof00aeT OpaTh B 3aJI0KHUKH KEHII... JKEeHII... XKeHIHYy? Kakas B aToM
mo0yecTn?



Haub Yao momyMai, 4To, CyOs II0 TBOEMY BUMY MMOCOOHUKA 3JI0[IE€SIM, BIIOJTHE BO3MOXKHO, UTO U THI
My4HJI 9Ty HEeBYLIKY. B cepalle ero mOmHSIOCh OTBPAIIEHUE, ¥ OH XOJIONHO YCMEXHYJICS:

— CemMbs? 4 He 3HAJI, YTO B 9TOM MHUPE €CTh MYXKbs, KOTOPhIE TaK 00paIaloTCs CO CBOMMHU CEMbSIMH.
XBaTHUT IYCTHIX CJIOB, BCE PACCTYIUTECh, MHAUE 5 Celyac Xke 3aCTaBIio ee KPOBb 0OPHI3raTh 3TO
MecTo!

BbrecTsamuit KOHYUK KMHXKajla CMECTHUJICS 1 TYT 2K€ OCTaBHIJI IIOP€3 Had I'OpJie KEHIIUHEI, TYT XK€
IIPOCTYIINIIA KallJisd KPOBH.

Ma CuHb 4yTh He COpBaJ rojoc:

— IIpekpatu!

OH mepeBes OyX U PEMINUTEILHO CHAelan KeCT JII0OIM I103aau cebs:
— ... Pacctyniutecs, mponycTtuTe 3TOr0 MacTepa.

Haub Yao, Kpemko mepKa mepen coboii XKeHIWHY, Iar 3a IIaroM OTCTYIall U3 OPYyKEeHHOro CKiIama.
CTpaxXHHKH HEMeJIeHHO II0CIIeIOBa/IX 3a HUM.

Ma CuHb He cBomuI ri1a3 ¢ [JaHb Yao, IOMaHUI HaJIbIleM JOBEPEHHOI'0 IMOTYMHEHHOTO U CIIPOCUIT Ha
yXo:

— I'me FOuBsHL Xy?

— B ManeHBpKOM LIBETOYHOM ITaBUJILOHE 3a KaOMHETOM, — TaK JKe THXO OTBETHJI JOBEPEHHBINH. — 51
yKe TprUKa3ajl HalTy Ipeasior 3afepxkaTh reHepana FOuBanHb Xy, 4TOOH OH HU B KOEM CITydae He
BBIIIIETT. [TpMEpHO Ha BpeMs OOHOM YaIlK{ Yas...

— Crapaiics 3aTsHYTh, €CNU CTONKHeTCs ¢ FO#B3Hb Xy, CTpaXu TeHel He CMOTYT CKphITh. Mau!
[TogurvHeHHEIY HEMEIEHHO IOKJIOHUIICS U YIIel.
Ma Cunb nosepHyscd K [lanb Yao 1 X0JI0AHO IIPOU3HEC:

— MacTtep MoXKeT yUTH, HO OCTaBbTe, [TOXKaIYUCTa, 3Ty AeBYyIKY. KoMaHOyIOLIKN IPUTIaCUl Bac
TOTJA IMOTOCTUTH 110 YHUCTEHUIIEeMYy Helopa3yMeHUI0, 3a TPH [HS Mbl HU4YeM Bac He obumenu. Ho ecimu
BBl HaCTauBaeTe Ha TOM, YTOOHI YBECTH U 3Ty OEBYIIKY, TO oM Ce U MacTep AefCTBUTENIPHO 3aBSAXKYT
Bpaxny, ¥ B OymyineM, XO0Th Ha Kpalo CBETA...

Iaup Yao CIOKOMHO CKa3all:

— He roHu nycTHIX C/IOB, IOJBEAU JOLIAMb.

Ma CuHb nopgaBUICs, XKeHIIMHA 0YeHb TUXO0 IIpoLIenTaa:
— Ilonpocwu ele geHer...

Ilanb Yao TyT XKe IIOHATI HaMeK U T'POMKO IIPOU3HEC:

— U eme gecsats nsiH cepebpa, 6BICTPO!

Ma CuHb 4yTh He U3BEPT KPOBE.



MacTep, pa3 yx THl IPOCHUIb OEHBI'H, IOYEMY TOIBKO MECSATH JISTH, XBATUT JIK? X04elllb, YTOOBI TBOS
3aJI0KHUIIA KaXKOBIM NeHb XXeBaJjla JIeMeIlKHA C X0JIOOHON Bomou?!

Ho monopmo# rocnogua Ma HHYero He MOT HOMEeNIaTh U BEIHY2KTIE€H OBLIT CoepzXKaTh APOCTh, IIPUKA3dB
IIPUTOTOBUTL. K cuacTtsio, POoCKOIIb JOMa Ce OIlIpaBOajia CBOIO CJIaBYy, U 4epPe3 MI'HOBEHHE IIOABEIN
BEJINKOJIEITHOI'O BOPOHOI'0O KOHA C OebIMu HOCKaMH, Ha CIIHHE KOTOPOro OBLI OEeHEXHBIM MEIIOK,
BHYTPHU ABCTBEHHO m006JIeCKHBATIO 30JI0TO.

— IIpotury MacTepa IPUHATH, 3[I€Ch [ECATH JITHOB YUCTOT0 30710Ta, — Ma CHHb BHITAIIUI U3 MEIIOYKa
KyCOYeK 30JI0Ta OTIMYHOM MPOOHI, ITOKayal UM ¥ CEpbe3HO CKa3al:

— Macrep, BHICNIYyIIaliTe MEHS: B TOT IeHb B XpaMe LIbI9Hb MBI CUJIBHO ITPOBUHUIIUCE, 3TO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO OBIJIO YMCTENIIIE.... YUCTENIee Heopa3yMeHnue. Ecnu MacTep ceifyac COrjlaCUTCS
CJTIOKUTh OpyXkKHe U HEMe[JIEHHO cTaTh Oyamoi, 9-3, S KISHYCh OT UMEHU KOMaHLYIOIIET0, YTO C 3TOTO
MOMEHTA BC€ CIIHCHIBAETCS, MIPOIITIOE He B3LICKMBAETCH. ..

Bennriii Ma Cunb rosopun 6eccBs3Ho, HO [JaHb HYao mpepBasl ero X0IOAHOW YCMEITKOM:
— CroXuUTh OpyXKue U HeMefJIeHHO cTaTh Oynmoi? 3Haelllb JIX TH, YTO eclu Byffa BCTPETUT IeMOHa,

y HEro ToXke eCTh THEBHBIY B3I Bagxpe!!
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