— Onu u3 ropopa? — Jluro E ®aHbCcHHA MMOCTENIEHHO OMPAYUIIOCh, U OH, TIOBEPHYBIIKUCH, HATIPABHUIICS
oOpaTHO K BopoTaM. — OTKpoO#Te.

Conpatsl, OXpaHsBILIKE BOPOTa, MOJIUa OIIYCTUJIU I'OJIOBE], & UX KOMaHAXWp, HabpaBIIKNCh CMEJIOCTH,
Opocui B3rnsA Ha TybepHaTopa. E ®aHbCUH ITPOCTIEONIT 3a €T0 B3TJISAIOM U 3aMETHUJ, KakK TOT €Ba
3aMEeTHO IT0Kay4aJ TOJIOBOH.

Oco3HaB, 4TO 3[eCh, BOaIKd OT UMIIepaTOpa, ero BIacTh HU4Yero He 3HA4YUT, E ®PaHbCUH OTUIBBIPHYII
coJigaTa, IperpaxmaBIlero MyTh, ¥, BEIXBAaTUB Med, pa3pyOus 3aMoK Ha BopoTax. CTOIMYHEIe
YWHOBHUKY, TIOHUMAs CEPbE3HOCTh CUTYAIIUH, OKPYKUIU HaCIeOHUKA, He BePs, YTO OEJI0 HOIIIIO [0
Takoro Gecmpeperna.

OH CcOBUHYN 3aCOB U IOHSJ B3TJISA HA JO30PHBIX, KOTOPEIE IOIKHB OBIJIU YIIPaBIATh MEXaHU3MOM,
OTKPHIBAIOIIMM BOPOTa. HECKOIbKO 4eT0BeK MOMBITAINCh OCTAHOBUTH €TI0, HO COJIHATH He
OCMEJTUIUCH CHUJION OTTeCHUTD MPUABOPHEIX. CUTYaIlMs 3allljla B TYIHUK, U TYOepPHATOP, 10 3TOTO
IenaBUIMi BUI, YTO HUYETr0 He 3aMedaeT, MOCIeIIHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Baiiie BbICOY€ECTBO, HeNb3s! Ecniu 9T 6e}KeHI_IBI BOPBYTCA B I'OPOA, ITPOOOBOJILCTBUSA HE XBATHUT, H,

— W gyt0? — Cs Xal1bl ¢ yIpIOKOM ITOOXBaTUI €TI0 CJIOBA.

['y6epHaTOop, 611€OHEIN KaK MTOJIOTHO, 0OMEHSJICS B3T/IsIAaMU C KOJJIeTaMy U, HEPBHO YIBIOHYBIIUCE,
CKa3a:

— MBI TOATOTOBUIN CKJIAABI C IPOOBOILCTBUEM U ITOCTEIbHBIE TPUHAIEXKHOCTH 3a IIpeeiaMu
ropona. C HUMU BCE OymeT B opsifaKe. B qHeBHYIO Kapy MBI TakKXKe BEIHECEM BO[y. Ballle BEICOUECTBO,
He CTOUT 0eCIIOKOUTLCA!

— 4 BUAenN, 4TO CKJIafAbl MYyCTHI, a TOCTENIN B TAKOM COCTOSTHHMU, YTO X HEBO3MOXKHO ITIOYUHHUTE.
3eMiIsl mOTpecKanachk OT 3acyxu, — Cs Xaulibl, TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYBILIUMICS U3 aCTPaIbHOT0

Iy TELIEeCTBUS, TOBOPUJI C YBEPEHHOCTHIO, €r0 T0JI0C 3By4YaJsl X0JI0JHO X HaCMEIUINBO. — JTO He
II0X0Ke Ha TO, YTO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh 3a60Toi. Eciu HacllemHUK TMYHO IIpHexas CIeOUTh 3a TOMOIILI0
IIOCTPafiaBIINM, a 3a IpefejlaMy TOpofa COTHH JIIOel ToJIofaioT, TO 3TO OyIeT CYUTAThCS Balleln
KapMOU UM HEKOMIIETEHTHOCTBIO €T0 BEICOYECTBa?

— KrT0 BB TaKo#? — rHEBHO CIIPOCHII TyOGepHATOP. — BBl 37eCh BCEro HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH, OTKyOa
BaM 3HaTh CUTYyallKi0, YTOOH TaK CMEJIO TOBOPUTh?

— OH Mo¥ Masnbi HacTaBHUK, — E ®aHbCUH, OKPYKEHHBIN IPUABOPHBIMY, CMOTPeII Ha r'y0epHaTopa,
€ro IIpeKpacHoe JIUI[0 0CTaBaJIoCh 6eCCTPaCTHHIM. — YTOOB JOKa3aTh Ballly HEBUHOBHOCTD, II0YEMY
OBl He OTKPHITH BOPOTa?

JIuto ryGepHaTOpa UCKA3UIIOCh, U OH, C TPYAOM CHAEPKHUBASICh, BEIIABUII YIIBIOKY, O0JIBIIIE TIOXOKYIO
Ha TpUMacy:



— Kax oka3riBaTh IIOMOIIh, MBI YK€ PEIiIn. Balle BEICOYECTBO TOJIBKO YTO IPUOBLI U HE 3HAET BCEX
netanei. IIpoiry, He yCIOXKHAUTE.

E ®anbcuH 6oblile He CTajl TOBOPUTH U, HE HaJesaCh, UTO JO30PHEIE OTKPOIOT BOPOTA, B3MaxHyJI
MeuoM, TpopyOUB B BOPOTax y3KyIo Iieib. KpacHble 1IENKK pa3fieTeNluCh, OCTAaBUB TOHKYIO llapaluHy
y ero ria3a. 'poMKuil 3ByK IPUBJIEK BHUMaHKe O0eXKeHIeB 3a NpefielaMy ropofa, ¥ UX KPUKH,
CIUBAsICh C OTHSMU B HOUM, CO3[aBa/il KapTUHY, HaIIOMUHAIOIIYIO af.

YBupes 1ienb, Ty0epHaTop IOCIEIIHO MOMOIIEN, OTTECHUB IPUABOPHLIX, U, HE BHEepXKaB,
BOCKJTUKHYIT:

— Bamre BricouecTBo! Baiiie BricouecTBo! YV MeHS ecTh BaxkHoe coobiienue!

E ®aHbCUH MOBEPHYJICS, X CBET OTHS OCBETHUJI €T0 JINII0, Ha KOTOPOM M3 IJapaluHHbl y I'1a3a cTeKala
TOHKAas CTPy¥Ka KpoBu. Ero 067K OB BETNYECTBEHHBIM M YHCTBIM.

— l'oBopuTe 3m€ECH.

I'y6epuarop Cioii, He BUMS APYTOT0 BHIXOMA, TOJHSI IO CBOETO XajaTa ¥ OIYCTHIICS Ha KOJIeHHU. 3a
HUM TI0CIEJOBaJId YNHOBHUKH, & CONIJATHI Ha CTeHaX TakK¥Ke MPEeKJIOHUIN KoJeHu. Bokpyr
BOLIAPMJIACh TUIINMHA, CJIbIIIAJICS JIUITh HOUHON BETED U TPEIEeT OTHeH. 3ByKU 3a BOPOTaMuU
TIOCTENIEHHO CTUXJIM, CJIOBHO JIIOOU yKe IOTEPSIN HaleXKy.

[TpunBopHble, HaOmO#as 3a 3TUM, CTapllre U3 HUX yXKe [orafjaluch, 0 Y4€M UAET pedb, U UX JIUIA
nobnenseny. ONKH U3 CTApeUIInH C Cefok 60POO0H, r0JI0C KOTOPOro ApozKasl, He BhepXkall u
CIIPOCHIL:

— Ilouyemy BBl HE XOTUTE OTKPHITH BOpoTa? [laxke eCiu MPOAOBOILCTBUS HE XBaTaeT, ClIeAyoias
TIapTUS TOMOIIY OT IBOPa CKOpPO IpubymeT, BCero 4yepe3 HeCKONbKO qHel. Bamy neicTBus, TOCIIOOUH
Cro¥1, paBHOCHUJIBHEL TOMY, YTO BBl OCTaBJIAETE JIOAEN Ha BEPHYI0 cMepTh. Korma Mbl BEpHEMCS KO
IBOPY, BBl He OoMTech THEBA UMIIepaTopa?

— OHuy, onu... — ['yGepHaTop Croii r1y6OKO B3MOXHY U CHOBa mocMoTpest Ha E ®aHbcuHa, €ro IuIo
CTaJI0 MPaYHLIM. — Ballle BHICOYECTBO, MOTY JIU 51 IOTOBOPUTH C BAMU HaequHe?

— 3auem? — E ®aHbCHH, BEITHpAs KPOBb y I'/la3a, He yOupas Med B HOXKHBI, BCE €Il CTOSJ ¥ BOPOT,
JIyHHBIM CBET, KaK MHEH, OCBelllal ero 4epThl. — f cKa3all, TOBOPUTE 3[ECh.

He oxupasi, 4TO MOJIO[IOM HACJIeIHUK OKaXKeTCs TaKuM yIpsiMbIM, TyoepHaTop Cioi yxKe ObLI
MpayeH, KakK Bofa. OH IOCMOTpeENl Ha HayalbHUKA OKpyTra Y ¥ KPUKHYIL:
— TeI cnpiian? 370 THL HATBOPUJI, TEIIEPD HOJI0KU €0 BEICOYECTBY!

HayanbHUK OKpyTa Y, KOTOpOMY OBITIO yKe 3a MATHAECST, YCIBIIaB 3T0 o0pallleHue, TIOHSJI, YTO
rybepHaTOp HaMeKaeT Ha MOJIOLOCTb U TOPSTYHOCTh HaclleJHUKa. JTO BEI3BAJIO THEB CPENU



TTPUIBOPHBIX.

E ®anbcuH, coXpaHAasa CIIOKOMCTBHE, IIOCMOTPEI Ha Haya/lbHUKa OKpyra Y.

Cst XaHI[sl cesai BUM, YTO MOCTAET (GIIATy ¢ BUHOM H3-3a II05ICa, U, IOTSITHBasI HAIIUTOK, OPOCHII
B3IJIsM Ha ry6epHaTopa Cioit. TOT BHE3aIlHO BCKPUKHYII OT OOJK U, Y2Ke CTOS Ha KOJIeHSX, yIlaa Ha
3eMJII0, KCITyTaHHO MTPOU3HECH:

— 1 mpotry MpOLIEHUSs 3a CBOI HECHEePXKAHHOCTb.

HukTO He mOHMMaJI, YTO OH 3aTesiJI, Belb er0 HUKTO He TPporaJsl, HO OH JepKaJjiCs 3a I'0JIOBY, CIOBHO
MCIBITBIBAS CUIBHYIO 60b. E ®anbcuH 3agyMunBo mocMoTpent Ha Cs Xailbl ¥ efjBa 3aMETHO
OCTaHOBHJI €TO0.

HauyanpHUK OKpyra Y, BUAS 9TO, yKe ObUI Ha I'PaHX CphiBa, OBICTPO OIYCTHII TOJIOBY U, APOXKa, Hava
TOBOPHTA:

— Bartie BBHICOYECTBO, BB He 3HAETE, HO M3-3a TOTO, YTO 3aCyXy BOBpeMS HE OCTaHOBHIIH, B TOpPOae
HECKOJILKO ceMei yMepiiu OT rojomga. JleToM, Korma CllyXKalllie CKPBIJIN 3TO, 3JI0BOHHKE
PacCIIpoOCTPaHUIIOCh, U... Ha49alaCh snupeMus!

...Te, KTO 3a IIpefeaMu ropofa, 9To 3a00sIeBInre. MEl HOTOBOPHIIMCH C UX CEMbSIMH OTIIPABUTD UX 3a
ropom, 4ToOw 3a6paTh 06paTHO, KOTHa OHU BEI3TOPOBEIOT.

3aKOHYMB TOBOPUTH, HaYaJIbHUK OKpyra Y Obl 671ejeH KaK CMePTh, TIyO0KO TOKJIOHUIICS U He
OCMEJIUJICS B3SITh Ha Ce0s 3TOT YYHNOBUIIHEIM T'PEX.

[TpuOBOpPHEIE, OKPY2KaBIIMe HacllegHUKa, 3aMepiu. Momoasie, He 061afalonie BRIePKKOH, eBa
CTOSITM Ha HOTAaX, HECKOJIbKO YeJI0BEeK NHCTUHKTUBHO YIIEPIKUCH B BOPOTA, 60SICh, YTO ITeJIh,
IpopyOJIeHHas MeYOM, PACIIMPUTCS, ¥ BOPOTA OTKPOIOTCS.

— [Touemy B He gonoxumnu! — CrapeliirHa ¢ ceffoi 60pofoi, KOTOPHIY 3a/iaBajl BOIPOCH, OBI B
sspocTtu. — I[loueMy B cTonulle HU4Yero He 3Hanu 06 aToM! I'ocrmogus Cioit, KaK Bbl COOMpPaETeCh
oTBeYaTh 3a 3TO!

— Ecnu nogoxpmaTh emfé HeMHOro, — rybepHaTop Cio#t CTUCHYI 3yObl U Pe3K0 CKa3all, — BCE
pemmmTcs. 4 cyuTan, 4To He Hy>KHO OECIIOKOUTDH OBOP.

— Tloka Bce 3a mpepenamMu ropoga He ymMpyT, ga? — Csa Xauusl cxkaj QIsary Tak CUJIbHO, UTO €ro
nasblbl Mo6esesnu, U TYT XKe capKacTUYeckKu ycMexHyscs. — 2KecToko. Ho BEI mofiyMarnu, 4To, eCiiu
SMUOEMUS PACIPOCTPAHUTCS, a B CTOJIMIE HAYETo He Y3HAIOT, CKOJIbKO XKU3Hel BaM IMOHaf00uTCs,
YTOOBI UCKYIIUTh CBOIO BUHY?

E ®anbcuH BCE 3T0 BpeMsa Momdall. KpoBb U3 IapanuHH ¥ €ro rjla3a CHOBa IIOTEKJIa, Kak cie3a. Ero



PYKa, oepxKalllad Med, OIyCTUJIaCh BHU3, 1 OH CIIOKOMHO CTOSII Y BOPOT. HpI/IJIBopHBIe CMOTpPEJIN Ha
Hero, XKejiad 4TO-TO CKda3aTh, HO UX JIMIIa BhIPA2KAJIX JINIIb I'OPEeYk.

— Bae BBICOUECTBO, 37[€Ch [0 TJIaBHOM AOPOTH IIONIMecCsIa IyTH, HU4ero He CIy4YuTCs, —
rybepHaTop Ciol, moH$B, 4To ¢ Cq Xalisl Oy#eT TPyOHO, C Hafexk ol nocMoTtpen Ha E ®anbcuHa. —
HWmMnepaTtop mocnan Bac Ojigd OKa3aHWS IIOMOIIY. Ecnu mmocne Ballero nprue3ga 3nuaeMus
pacmnpocTpaHuTCcs... MMmnepaTop y>kKe HeqOBOJIEH BaMU M3-3a BalllUX yBIe4YeHUH. Jlydlle 3aMaTh 3TO
neno. Korga BEI BEpHETECH B CTOJIHUITY, MBI 00513aTEJTbHO 3aMOJIBUM 3a Bac CJI0BEYKO.

— BsI xopormio nHGopMUpPOBaHkl, — CIIOKOWHO cKa3an E ®aHbCUH.

['y6epHaTop Cio¥ TONMBKO Hayasl yaeI0aThCS, KaK B CIeAyiolllee MTHOBEHUE JIe3BMe Meda 0Ka3ajoch y
ero ropina. OH He OCMEeJIUJICS IOIIEeBETUThCS ¥ OBICTPO ITPOU3HEC:

— Baitre BEICOY€ECTBO, YTO 3TO 3HAUUT? A u3 cembpu Crou!

— [IpuMuTe MepH IPefoCTOPOKHOCTH, — E ®aHLCUH OIMYyCTUJI PECHUIIE, KPOBb Ha €ro JIUIle ellle He

BBICOXJI4, HO OH IIO-IIPE2KHEMY BHITJIAOE]I BeJIN4EeCTBEHHO., — OTKpOI;ITe 60J'IBHI/II_Iy OJId JIE4YEeHUsA
SIIUAEMUHU, IIPUMHUTE OOJILHEIX.

['nsaps Ha Med, KOTOPHIM He OTOOBUTAJICS OT ero ropia, rybepHatop Cioil U3MEeHUJICS B JIUIle U
HaKOHEI[ XOJI0JHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Kak ckaxert Ballle BEICOYECTBO. TOIHKO He M0XKaielTe MOTOM, €CJIU SMUOEeMUS YCUIUTCS, MHE
IPUOETCS IOaTh Ha Bac xkajooy.

E ®anncun ybpas Med, ero BelpaxkeHue Julla ObIJI0 XOJOTHBIM, KaK JIE.

— Kaxk xoTure.

B pesupeniinu rybepHaTopa ropes SpKuil CBeT, HECKOIbKO YNHOBHUKOB CHUIENI BMECTEe, B KOMHATe

CTOSIIT JIEM OJIS OXJTaXKIEeHUsI, Ha CTOJe ObLTM GPYKTH U cragocTu. Ilepen rybepraTopoM Cioi exano
IIHCHMO, B KOTOPOM TOPOMICKHE BPayHy MOACYUTANN KOJTHYECTBO HEOOXOMMMEIX JIEKapCTB.

— locioguH, BH JefCTBUTENILHO COOMpaeTeCh MOAaTh Kano0y UMIIepaTopy? — HEPBHO CIIPOCUI OOUH
13 YNHOBHUKOB. — ECJIH... MBI BPSIT T CMOXKeM U30eKaTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTH.
['y6epHaTop Cioif MpayHO CMOTPEJ B OKHO, KOTOPOE BHIXOJMJIO Ha CTEHY, ¥ CIIOKOMHO CKa3all:

— He TopomnuTecs, 3T0 He ceidac. Bpauu 3a60TATCS 0 malKMeHTax, BB YTO, COOMPaeTeCch MeIaTh
nmedeHuto? Ecnu 3To cTaHeT U3BECTHO, BECh MUP OCYIUT Hac 3a Oecceppeune. Pa3 yK ero BHICOYECTBO
HacTaKWBaeT Ha 3TOM, IIyCTb caM pa30upaeTcsi.
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