Croit CsioTsiHb oKuHYN 'y [I9HYKaHS OIeHUBAIOMIMM B3TJISIOM. POCTOM OH OBIII IPUMEPHO C HETO,
HECKOJIbKO Xy[OIllaB, HO B I[€JIOM IIPOM3BOANII BlleYaT/IeHHe JOBOJIbHO XKHU3HEPaJOCTHOTO YeJlI0BEeKa.
Croli CA0TSIHb ITOHMMAJT, YTO He HOJIZKEH HCIBITHIBAThH IIOOOOHBIX YYBCTB K YEJIOBEKY, C KOTOPBIM
BUOUTCS BIEPBHIE, TeM 6oiee uTo 3T0 Apyr Jlo Croansi. OmHAKO OH He MOT IIOAaBUTh BHYTPEHHUN
nuckoMpopT. OH He 3HAJ, CBI3aHO JIM 3TO C TeM 0COOBIM 6JIeCKOM, KOTOPHIM 3aMeTHII BO B3rsaae [y
[TanuxkKaHs, obpammenHoM Ha JIo CroaHs.

— 4 gyman, TH yKe OTIIpaBUJICS Ha (ecTHBab JIOTOCOB, a TH BCE elné 3xueck? — JIo CioaHb B35 Y
Ciolt Ca0TsiHS OYTBITIKY BOMBI, OTIIMJI TJIOTOK U mocMOTpen Ha 'y [1aHYxkaH4.

— ThI BeIb OTIOKUIT II0e3OKY Ha HECKOJIEKO OHEH, TaK 4TO MHE HEeT CMBICJIa eXaTh PpaHBbIIIe. A xoren
IIogoZXKMaoaTh Te0s1, YTOOBI OTIIPAaBUTLCA BMECTE, — OTBETHUII Fy [I3HYXKaHb.

[Tocne nepBoro 6ersnoro B3rnsima Ha Cioli CS0TSHS er0 BHUMaHKE MTOJTHOCThI0 COCPENOTOYMIIOCH Ha
nuue Jlo CroaHs, 4TO BeI3bIBaIO y Croi CAO0TSHS HEIPUSATHOE 4yBCTBO. [lake caMoe IIpeKpacHoe
JIULIO He CTOUT paccMaTpuBaTh TaK OTKPOBEHHO.

— {l ye3xkaro TOIBKO fecsaToro, — ynel0Hymncs Jlo CroaHs.
— Huyero crTpairsoro, s He TOPOIUTIOCH. [1ecsATOro g 3aefy 3a T000M, ¥ MBI OTIIPABHMCST BMECTE.

Cioli CA0TSIHb BHIHY2K[I€H OBIJT TPHU3HATh, YTO €T0 HaCTpOoeHue Ha OnuxKaliire THU OBbIJI0 ITOJTHOCTHIO
MICIIOPYEHO BCTPEUYEel C 3TUM YeJIoOBeKOM Ha OoimmHoM phiHKe. Kak ero 30ByT? I'y... I'y [IsHYXKaHb,
ma. JtoT 'y [IaHYKaHb OCTaB/ISAN Y HETO KpaliHe HENPUATHOE BreyaTieHue. «[[aHYxKaHb»... C
TAKUMU PYKaMH ¥ HOraMu OH BooO1e criocobeH B3neTeTh? U maxe ecnu Ovl MOT, Te Obl OH HaIIEN
MECTO OIS KPBIThEB?

Jlo CroaHb pacckasas, 4To [I03HAKOMUJICS C HUM BO BpeMs IOCelleHus JeKIUi B AKageMuu
MCKyCCTB. lHOTTIa OHY IIPOBOJUIM BPeMS BMeCTe, pa3roBapuBas, 1 OH IIOMOT C U3[aHueM aibboMa.

— B o0mem, Hemmoxou mapeHb, — MOALITOXMI JIo CroaHb.

Croit C0TsIHb He OBITT YBEPEH, UTO IPAaBUIIBHO IOHSJT CMBICTT 9TOH (pa3sl. [T HETO CJIOBO «B 0OIIIEM»
03HayaJIo, YTO 4YeJIOBeK He CNIULIKOM xopoll. OpHako oTHouIeHue JIo Croaus K 'y [IsHYKaHI0 IBHO
OT/IMYAIOCh OT €T0 MOHWMaHUS, YTO BEI3bIBAJIO BHYTPEHHUY KOHMDIUKT U pa3fgpaxkeHue.

[Tocne atoro pHs Cioit C0TsiHb OoJbIle He ucKan BcTped ¢ JIo CioaHeM. Bo-TiepBBIX, TOT OBLIT 3aHSAT
IIOITOTOBKOM K (peCTUBAJIIO JIOTOCOB, a BO-BTOPHIX, Cioii Cs0TsIHBL He x0Tes1, 4To0s! JIo CroaHb
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH CJIOBHO TE€Hb KPYTUTCS BOKPYT HETO, OIlacasiCh BO3MOXKHBIX HETaTUBHAIX
IIOCTIEICTBUM, HAIIPUMED, 3PUTEJILHOTO ITEePeHANPSIKEeHHUS.

Y Hero ObIIM APyTHE IIJIaHHL.
®ecTtrBank 10TOCOB? [laBHO HE BUMIEII JIOTOCH, TaK Io4YeMy OBl He CXOOUTh?
— 4 Tebe roBOPUIIAa MUJIIMOH pa3: He KypH B ITOCTENH!

IBepb BHE3aITHO pacliaxHylach, ¥ MaTh C TPSIKON B PyKaX ¥ THEBHBEIM BEIpaKeHUEM JIMIla ITOSBUIACh
Ha IIOpOTe.

Croit Cs10TsIHb, HAXOUBIINICS B COCTOSTHUY TTTyOOKOM 3aAyMYUBOCTH, OT HEOXKUJAHHOCTYU UyTh HE
IIpUKaJj OKYPOK K KMBOTY. Pe3K0 MONHABINNCH, OH Heya4yHO BEIOpas 103y, II0YyBCTBOBAB, KaK 4TO-
TO OEPHYJOCH B KUBOTE, ¥ CHOBA yIlajl Ha KpPOBaTh, U3[jaB CTOH:



— Ymomnsio, CTy4YHUTE B IBEPBG, JTagHO? Bai chHH eH.Ié He yCIIeJl 3apa60TaTb HOEeHer, YTOORI BaC
O6eC1'Ie‘-II/IBaTB, d TYT MO2KeT CIIYUYUTHhCA YTO-TO HEIIOIIPpaBHMOE...

— Ore1l X04eT MOrOBOPUTL € ToOoM. CeromHs OH CBOOOMIeH, — MaTh MOAOIIJIAa K KPOBATH, ITPOBEPSS,
He yIIaJl JIU IIeTell Ha ITOCTeNb ¥ He IIPOXKET JIU OH IIPOCTHIHIO.

Croit CsI0TSIHb ITOYYBCTBOBAJ JIETKYIO T'OJIOBHYIO 007Tb. MaTh Bcerfa Oblla Ype3MepHO
3MOLKOHAIBHOM, 00palasick ¢ HUM, Kak ¢ TpExieTHUM peberkom. OTel] ke ObUT COBCEM APYTUM —
OH BCeTfia TOBOPUJI C HUM C ITO3UINHU «MYKCKOT0 pa3roBopa», uto asns Cioit CsoTsHs OblI0 KpaliHe
YTOMHUTEJBHO.

— Oretll, — OH BOWIEN B TOCTUHYIO, TIe OTeIl CHell Ha OUBaHe, Kypsi.

— Capguce, IOrOBOPUM.

— B uém geno?

— Hu B 4éM, MpOCTO TIOTOBOPUM.

— Ara, — Cioui C40TSIHD CeJI, TS Ha OTLa, HO TOT Moj4ain. — O 4éM OymeM roBOpUTh?
— YeM 3aHHUMAJICS B TIOCTIEIHNE THU?

— Huuem ocoOGeHHBIM. BecTpeyascs ¢ omHOKIacCHUKaMu. HecKombKo qHed Ha3ap ObLIu Te, KTO
YUMIICSI B TIEPBOM U BTOPOM KJIacce, a Be4epoM — Te, C KeM OblJI B OfHOU rpymre... — Cioit CA0TIHb
IIePeYrCIuI CBOU IIOCIIeqHUE Iera.

— Bcerma B 6051bI1I0M KOMIIAHUU? — OTEI] 3a7lajl CTPAHHBIM BOIPOC.
— Hy, He Tak yz MHOTO0, YeJI0BeK fecsiTh-IBafnaTh, — Cioli CSA0TSIHb He MOHKMaJI, K YeMy OH KJIOHUT.

Orter] mpoMoT4ajl, IOCMOTPEIT B KOPUIOP, YOeIUBIIKNCh, YTO MaTh He IOACTYIINBAET, X BOPYT OBICTPO
IOCTaJl YTO-TO M3-3a CIIMHKI ¥ OPOCHUJI CHIHY.

— Yro 310? — Cilo¥t CS0TSIHb IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OTELl CETOMHS BeHET cebsi CTPaHHO. B3TIsiHyB BHUB,
OH YBHUMEJ KapTOHHYI0 KOPOOKY. [I0OfIHSIB €€, OH UyTh He MIBEIPHYJI €€ 00paTHO B JIUIIO OTIIA,
COepKaHHO ITPOIIUTIEB:

— 3aueM THI MHE 3TO Haélllh?

— TrI y2Ke B3pPOCIIbIM, HaBEPHOE, yKe AyMaellb 0 TaKuX BelaxX. Ha BcTpeyax ¢ OMHOKIACCHUKAMU
IBIOT, IIYMAT, ¥ MOXKET CIIYYUTHCS YTO-TO... ITO Ha BCAKUU CIIydaH...

— Ha Bcakwuii cinyyau? — Croii C40TAHb CMOTpEJ Ha YIIaKOBKY IIPE3€pBaTUBOB, HE 3HAS, CMEATHCS
WY I71aKaTh. — JTO Xe BCTpeda OOHOKIIACCHUKOB, a He OPTHUs.

— Cupsiub, 4TOOH MaTh He yBUAena. Bcé paBHO Korpa-HUOYOb IPUTOJUTCS, — OTEI] CTIOKOWHO
3aTSAHYJICS CUTApETOM.

Croit CI0TSIHB OBLI OIET TOJIBKO B IIOPTHL, 6€3 (HyTOONKY, U HOIT0 He MOT HAWTH, Ky[a CIPATaTh
KopoOKy. CoOupasich OTHECTH €€ B KOMHATY, OH YBHUAEJ, YTO MaTh UAET, ¥ OBICTPO CYHYII €€ B IIelb
MeXK[y MOAyIIKaMH [AUBaHa.

— Tl cerogHst CHOBa Ha BCTpeYy UAELIL? — MaTh Cela PSIoM, 00HSIB €ro 3a IJIeYH.



— Jla, HO BEPHYCH He TO3[HO.

— He meit MmHOTO. 4 3HAlO, YTO TEI MO2K€IIb BEITINTH, HO CIMIIKOM MHOTO aJIKOT'OJId BPEOHO OJId
300POBBA...

— 3Hat, — Croii C0TSIHb YyBCTBOBAJ ce0s HEJIOBKO, 3aCYHYB PYKY 3a CIIHHY, YTOOHL JOCTATh
KOpoOKy. MaTh 00s13aTennbHO OyOeT BBITUPATh AUBaH, IOOHUMAas KaXAaylo nonymwky. C TpygoM oH
CyMeJl 3aCyHyTb KOPOOKY B TPYCHI.

— 3%, C CBIHOM BCerga CTOJILKO XJIOMOT.

— Tlowimy nepeomenycs, — Cioii CSOTSIHb BCTall, MPUAEePXKUBas MOSCHUITY, ¥ OPOCUIICS B KOMHATY, Te
IIBLIPHYJT KOPOOKY B 11Kad, 0671eT4EHHO B3OXHYB.

OH He TIOHUMaJI, 0 YéM [yMall OTell, ¥ He 3Hall, TaK JIU MOCTYIA0T JPYTHe OTLEL. DTOT MOCTYIIOK
CHUJIBHO €T0 IIIOKMPOBAJI. B IeTCTBe OH HAMLIEN MPe3epPBATUB IIOJ MOAYIIKON OTIA, HATIOHUIT €T0

BOZOM ¥ UT'PAJ C HUM, 3@ YTO OBbIJT KECTOKO HaKa3aH. Temeph ke, KOrfa OH BEIPOC, OTEI] C TAKOU
JIETKOCTBIO TTIOIaPHII €My IIeJTyI0 KOPOOKY.

BrIxonsl ¥3 moMa Ha BCTpeuy C ofHOKJIaccHuKamu, Cioit CS0TAHb moiMarn Ha cebe
MHOT'03HQ4YMUTEIbHBIHM B3TJIAL 0TI, OT KOTOPOT'0 y HETOo 110 CIuHe Ipo0ekanu Mypalku. Emy
Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH SIBHO OTIIPABJISIeTCS Ha CBUAHUE.

[TpuOBIB HA MECTO BCTPEYH, OH HEMHOT'O YCIIOKOUJICS, YBUIEB HECKOIBKUX OOHOKIACCHUKOB,
0XKMAIOIMINX Ha yIIHIle.

— Ou, KpacaBuuk! — JIlu FOaHbXaH rpOMKO KPUKHYJI, YBUAEB €T0.
— Bompmoit 3axp! — Cioit CsoTsHb mom0ekan K HEMY.

JIu FOaHbxaH OBLI ero OIM3KUM APYTOM C IIEPBOTO 110 TPETUY KJIacC, U eIUHCTBEHHEIM, KTO 3HAI
paBay 0 ero oTHoueHusx ¢ JIo CroaneM. OHU CUJIBHO yOapUIu APYr gpyra nnedamu, u JIu KOaHbxan
OTCTYNHJI Ha [iBa IIara:

— YepT, TH BCE TAaKOU K€ MOIITHBIH.

— A TBI, KPOMe CBOEr0 3aMaHYMBOI0 3afia, HU B 4éM He mpoaBunycs, — Ciwoit Cs1oTsaHb 00HsT JIu
HOanbpxaHa 3a Mye4Yy ¥ HalPaBUJICS K OCTaJIbHBIM OJHOKJIACCHUKAaM.

— Cs0TsIHDb, THI COBCEM HEe MU3MEHUJICS, — OOHA U3 [eBYIIEK KPUKHYIIA, IIUITHYB €r0 3a IIEKY.
— OcTopoxkHee, y MEHS TOJIBKO OHO Nu10. Ecnu ucnopTute, rae eme HaifgeTe Takoro Kpacasiia?..

Croit Cs10TSIHB YYBCTBOBAJI, UTO BCTPEeYa C OOHOKIACCHUKAMU — 3TO BCE elllé MPUSTHOe COOLITHE, U OH
cMoOT BpeMeHHO 3ab6biTh 0 I'y [IoHUKaHe, KOTOPHIHA TakK ero pasgpaxall.

[To6onTaB HEKOTOpOe BpeMH4, JIu FOaHbXaH cKa3ar:

— Bce B c6ope? 51 morosopuscs ¢ Xy KyHewM, uTo mociie Toro, Kak st co6epy BCeX, M Cpa3y IOeJeM B
KabuHeT. ITopa OTIPaBISATHCS.

JIu KOaHbXaH rOoe-To pa3mo0sT MUKPOaBTOOYC, U Bce cenu B Hero. Cioii CSIOTSIHb yCTPOUIICS Ha
TepefHeM CuieHbe, Habmonas, Kak JIu KOaHbXaH 3aBOAUT MAIIKHY:



— ThI yBepeH, 4TOo cupaBullbca? 9 Kak-TO He JOBEPSIO.
— 4 ToxXe He yBepeH, — MOAXBATUIIM C 3aAHUX cuneHni. — IlycTb CI0TSIHD BEHET.
— 4 He Gyny, He 3acTaBigliTe MeHs. f maBHO He cafiuiics 3a pynib, — Cioit CI0TSIHb OTMaxXHYJICS.

OH ¢ meTcTBa Habmoganm 3a OTI[OM, KOTOPHIHM BOOMI TPY30BUK, U yXKe B CpefiHel IIKOoJie YMel
YIIPaBIAThH MAIINHOM. Y Hero OblIM IpaBa MHOTO JIET, HO C TeX IIOp, KaK OTell IIepecTa BOTUTD, OH
Oonbille HE CaiUIICS 3a PYJib.

— Huuero, 3Ta MalvHa BCE paBHO IOYTH Ha cjIoM. Eciu moraparmnaenrs — He cTpalnHo. Begu! — JIn
FOaHbxaH BHIIIENT M3 MAIlIHHI.

— Yeépt, — Croit Csg0TsiHB OB BRITAINEH U3 MAIllMHEL. — BhI, pe0siTa, JeHCTBUTENTHHO CMETIHIE.

— IIpocTo y Bombiioro 3ajia mpaBa BCEro MeCsIl, a y Te0s y2Ke HeCKOJIbKO JIeT... — KTO-TO GPOCHII
PEIKKY, ¥ BCe B MAIIMHE PACXOXO0TAJIKCh.
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