YcnokouTenbHBIe MEPH BO3LIMENH NENCTBUE, U KPOJIMK OYHYJICS 0T 00Mopoka. OfHaKO OH BCE elle
ObLT CBsI3aH BepeBKoH, CBsI3bIBAOIIEH AyX, ¥, 6pocuB B3risag Ha 'y o, cHoBa 00MSIK, IpozKa BCeM
TEJIOM U CyJOPOXKHO ObSICh TOJI0BO# 006 yroJI CTOJa, IBHO HaXOAsICh B COCTOSTHUM CUJIBHOTO UCIIyTa.

[Iu CroHb HEME[JIEHHO IIPOM3HEC 3aK/IMHaHNe, CHIB BEPEBKY, IIONHSJ KPOIUKa Ha CTOJI X Havdall
yCIIOKauBaTh €ro, IOrjiakuBas roJ0BY, OOHOBPEMEHHO HAMpPaBjIsgs MOTOKXA IYHHOU AYXOBHOU
9HEpPTUHU, YTOOH CMATUUTH IIAHUKY KUBOTHOTO.

3aKOHYUB C 9TUM, pa3rHeBaHHbM [[Iu CroHb IOAHSI B3TJIAL U ycTaBuics Ha ['y do:

— THI TONMBKO TOCMOTPH, UTO TH HaTBOPUA! TH 3Haelb, KTO OH Ha caMOM mene? Tel 3Haellb, 4TO
KPOJIUKHY MYTIUBH? TBOMM UCIYTOM TH YyTh HE OTIIPABUJI €T0 B MUP UHOU!

I'y do, Bce ele pa3mpaxeHHHIN HefaBHel nomeunHol [1Iu Cionsi, He cobuparncs coaBaThesi. CeB
HAIIPOTHUB C BEIpaxKeHueM 00HbI, OH IIPOBOPYAIT:

— ITO BCETO JIUIIL KPOIUK-000POTEHD, 3a4eM ThI TaK IepexkuBaelb? OH Beb elle XKUB.

Cka3zaB 3T0, OH yCeJICs 3a CToJI, OPOCHB BHI3BIBAIOIIMY B3TJIAM Ha KPOJIUKA, Je¥kKallero Ha cTojie. OTOT
€IMHCTBEHHHIN 00MEH B3TJISIHaMu CHOBa 3aCTaBUJI KPOJIMKa 3ap0XKaTh.

[IIu CroHb CHOBa HaIpaBUJI HECKOJIBKO IIOTOKOB JIYHHOU AYXOBHOM 9HEPIUH, XOJIOLHO risaad Ha ['y fo:
— Tol cHOBa ero nyraemus! Ecnu ¢ HedputoseiM Kponukom u3 JIYyHHOTO ABOPIIA YTO-TO CIIYYUTCS, THI
AyMaelllb, Thl OCTAHEIIbCS B XKUBHIX?

YcnwimaB ato, I'y o mepecTtan nyraTh KpojiKa, XOTS Ha ero Julle He OBIJIO M TeHU pacKasgHusi. OH
JIUIIL TPO6OPMOTAIT:

— Bot oHO uTO. 4 ¥ AyMar, 4yei 3TO KPOJIUK C TaKUM UCKYCCTBOM BpaueBaHUs. OKa3aaoCh, 3TO
ATOMeEI] TOM caMOi 13 JIyHHOTr 0 ABOPIA.

C aTuMU C/I0BaMU OH BHITAILIUJI U3 KapMaHa MOPKOBKY, ITOAOIIEN K KPOJIUKY U, pa3MaxuBas €10,
cKazal:

— locnogue Kpomuk, mpocTuTe MeHsd, IoXanyicTa. fd He 3Has, KTO BH. BOT, ChelIbTe MOPKOBKY,
YCIIOKOUTECh.

T'oBOps 9TO, OH BCe elIle YIbI0acs, YTO Jefajio ero IoBeoeHne KpaiHe pa3mpakaloliyM.

Hedputosriii Kponuk yxXe He Tak gpoxKas, 0CBOOOAUIICS OT BEPEBKHU Y CBOMX JIall U, CIION3as Co
crona, 6pocusncs K pykaBy lIu CioHs, CIPSATABIIXUCH B €70 PyKaBe ¥ YXBATUBIINCH 3@ Kpanl OfI€XKIbI.
[Tonp3ysichk CBOEU 3aIuTON, OH Hayas pyrats ['y fo:

— T&I, CMepTHEBIY, KaK ITIOCMeNT Tak co MHOY nocTynuTh! Thl Mep3asel]! Mep3aserl! Mep3aser!



Ho I'y flo ocTaBasics HEBO3MYTHUM, JIEHUBO II0JI0KUB TOJIOBY Ha CTOJI ¥ IIPOMOJIKas YIbI0AThCS.
Kaxpeiit pa3, Korga Kpoiuk kpudan «Tel Mep3aBel]!», OH pa3MaxyuBajl MOPKOBKOM U CIIpallInBal:

— Xouelb MOPKOBKY, YTOOH! YCIIOKOUTHCS?

Tak HavYasach UX CIIOBEeCHas Iieperajika 3a CTOJIOM.

Kpomnuk mpogosKal pyraTbCsi, OTKa3biBasiCh 0T MOPKOBKHM, BOpYa OT HEHOBOJILCTBA ¥ KPEIIKO
mepxkach 3a pykas Ilu CioHs, B TO BpeMs Kak 'y 5o, He MeHsisI BRIpaXKeHUS JIUIla, ITPOMOIKAT
CIIpaIlMBaTh, XOYET JIK OH MOPKOBKY. JTa CIleHa Okllla OMHOBPEMEHHO 3a0aBHOW U HEJIOBKOH, U
HEIOHSTHO OBII0, KaK C 9TUM CIIPABUThCS.

HedpuTtosbiit Kponuk, meisii feHb 3aHUMABLUINNCS TeYeHHEM YYMBI, K HOUM OBIT y2Ke U3MOTaH, a
I0CJIe UCITyTa, BEI3BaHHOTO 'y d0, coBceM BhIGMIICS U3 cui. [lociie HeOOTro epenankyu OH YCHYI.

[Iu CroHb 3amiesn B KoMHaTY JIuH Y, npunopHsan Kpau ofessa U IOJI0XKUI KPOJIUKa ¥ ero HOT, IIoCye
Yero BEpPHYJICS C JIeASHBIM BRIpakeHUeM Jinlla, YTOOE pa300paThCs C IOCIIeACTBUSAMI.

I'y o xoTenn npocTo 0TMaxXHYThCS OT BCETO 3TOT0, HO, 3aMEeTUB HalpsizKeHHOoe BelpaxeHue [1lu CroHs,
TIOUYyBCTBOBaJI ce6s Tak, OYATO COBEPIIU YTO-TO HETIPABUJILHOE.

Ou nopomen K I1Tu CioHI0, YyBCTBYS, YTO TOT BHITJISAUT €Ille XOJIOMHee, YeM PaHbIle, U, CoOpaB BCIO
CBOIO HATJIOCTh, ITOMBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTE €T0:

— 4 yXe U3BMHUICS Iepe KPOJIUKOM, TPOCTH MEHSI.

3akoHuuB yOopKy, [lIn CloHb He XOTeJI C HUM pa3roBapuBaTh U, IIPOMAS MUMO, HAaIIPaBUJICS B CBOIO

KoMHaTy. 'y 510 He MOT IT03BOJIUTEL €My IIPOCTO VHTHU U, TI0JI0KUB PYKY Ha ero Ijiedo, 060THa ero,
yTOOBI BCTATh JIUI[OM K JuIly. Ha ero nuile SBHO YUTalIOCh paCKasHUE:

— CKaxu X0Tb YTO-HUOYMIb, XOPOIIIO WX I710X0. ECu TH Gygelns Mom4aTh, KakK 5 MouMy?

— Pa3zBe s He roBopusn Tebe He MeHCTBOBATH OIPOMETYNBO? ECIU TH XOTEJ IOCMOTPETh, TO CMOTPH,
HO 3a4eM OBIJIO HallaflaTh Ha Hero? & He BEpPIO, YTO THl He IMOHSJI, YTO OH KPOJIUK.

[Tz CroHb, pa303HeHHBIfI, He XO0Tel]l, YTOOBI KTO-TO HpI/I6J'II/I}KaJ'ICH, " OTTOJIKHYII Fy Ao, OTCTPAHUB €T0
MIPOTAHYTYIO PYKY. Ero cmora 3By4Yalii 4€TKO U SICHO, U B HUX YYBCTBOBAJIaCh HEKaAs BIIaCTHOCTE.

I'y flo, mpUBLIKIIINY JTOBUTH IEMOHOB, I€MCTBOBAJ OBICTPO, U, Haxomsch psapoM c Ilu CioHeM, He MOT
yaepXKaTbCs OT KeaaHus BeIgenuThcd. OH He 0XKUAall, 9YTO ero JelCTBUS MPUBEOYT K TaKUM
IIOCJIEZICTBUSIM, U, 3allIUIAsICh, CKa3all:

— 4 3Ham, 410 3TO KPOJIMK, HO KakK s MOT' JOTaAdaThCsA O €T0 HCTUHHOUN HpI/IpOI[e?



— Ecnu THI 3HAJ, 4TO 3TO KPOIUK, pa3Be TH He 3HaJl, 4YTO OHU MYTJIMBLEL U MOTYT YMEPETH OT
MaJsieHinero ucmyra? A Tel CXBaTU ero Tak rpy6o. CerogHs OH ellle XXuB, HO eCJTU OBl THI €T0
IEeNCTBUTEILHO HAIyTall O CMEPTH, YTO OBl THI TOTAa cAesan? K ToMy ke OH LeNbI IeHb TeYn
JIIOfiel B YeJloBeueCKoM 007MKe, He IPUYUHSSA HUKOMY Bpefa. Tl BooOIme 00 3ToM rmogyMart?

Fy o, ciblllla ero TOH, IOHKUMAJ, YTO TOT TOXKe Pa303JIeH, ¥ HECKOJIBKO Pa3 IIBITAJICA 9YTO-TO CKa3aTh,
HO He HaxXO[uJI MOOXOOSAIINX CJIOB. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OH penini IIPoCTO CKa3aTh IIPABOY:

— 4 He x0Ten ero myrath. & 3Ha/, YTO OH KPOJIMK U, KOHEYHO, MyT/IUB. BepeBka Oblyla MpomuTaHa
yCIIOKaWBaIOIIEeN XKUAKOCTHIO. f maXke IPHHEC MOPKOBKY, UTOOBI YCIIOKOUTD €T0, eCJIU OH
ucnyraercs. Eciu oH He 3aX0Tel ee eCTh, 9TO He MOs BuHAa. CerofHs, KOTfia OH OPoKaJ, 5 oayMall,
YTO OH IIPOCTO OTJIeKaJl JIallkl ¥ He MOT CTOSITh, @ HE TO YTO HCIIyTaJjcs.

Cka3zaB 3T0, OH YKpagkoi mocmoTpesn Ha [Ilu CroHS u, YBUAEB, YTO TOT HEMHOTO CMSITUHIICS, CHelIall
00HMKeHHOe JIUIIO.

I'y do, cxaB ry0sl, BHIIAAEN OYeHb XKanko. OH IIPOBeJl HOYb Ha X0JIOMHOM BETPY, ¥ €ro HOC
ITOKPaCHeJ OT Xxonona. Ero rnasa, moxoxue Ha MEPCUKOBHIE LIBETHI, OBIIM CJIETKa PO30BHIMU I10
KpasiM, a HaCUJIbHO BhI3BAHHBIE CJIE3HI AeJIai €0 IT0X0KUM He Ha CTapIIero yueHuka [oIuHEBI
Koporms JIekapcTs, a Ha 00HMXKEHHOTO KOTa.

[lTn CioHb, TASAS Ha €ro JIULO, He 3HaJl, pafoBaThCS UM 3TTUTHCS, U €T0 pa3fpaxkeHne OCTeIIeHHO
YTHXJIO:
— MyxuuHa, a Befemb ce0s1 Kak peGeHOoK!

XO0T$ CIIOBa 3By4alli PE3KO0, €Tr0 PyKa HEBOJIBHO IIOTAHYJIACE K Fy Ao, 1 X0MOgHEIE KOHUMKH ITaJIbIeB
KOCHYIIMCE €TI0 YyI'OJIKa I'Jla3d, BEITUPaA CJI€3kl C BEIPaXKEHUEM CMYIIIEHUA.

Korpa IlTu CioHb OIIOMHUJICS, OH YOpas pyKy, IPUKPHIB €€ KyJTakKOM y PTa, U CyX0 KallJITHYJ, IpeXfe
YeM CIIPOCHUTB:

— OT0 npaBga?

— AGcomoTHas npaBma!l MBI MoXKeM CIIPOCHUTH €TI0 3aBTpa. THl BCe ellle 3/THUIIbCS?

I'y flo roBOpHUJ YBePEHHO, HO C OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO, CKPBIBAST PAlOCTh B I'Ia3ax:
— 4 3Ha10, KakK ce0s1 BeCTH, HOBEPhCST MHE B OYAYIIEM.
I'y do, Bus, 4TO TOT MOJTYUT, PEILHU, UTO OH BCE €Ile 3JTUTCS, U €T0 PYKU HEBOJILHO MOTSHYIUCH K

yimam IlTu Cions. Temnsblie Iasbiibl KOCHYIUCh XOJIOOHBIX VIIHBIX PAKOBUH, CJIeTKa MacCUPYS HX.
BripaxkeHue oOUIb Ha €ro Jiuile ObIIO UoeabHBIM:

— He 37much, yke 1Mo3aHO, MOMEM CIlaTh. 3aBTPa MBI CIIPOCUM €r0, U Thl y3Haelllb, ITpaBa Jiu 5
TOBOPIO.



CkasaB 9T0, OH OCTAHOBUIJICS H, CMOTPA Ha [Tz CroHs C BEIPAZKE€HHUEM OXKHNOaHNA, CJIOBHO XKOaAJl
Harpapgshl.

[ITz CioHB, KaK TOJIBKO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ IPHKOCHOBEHME K CBOMM YIIIaM, HEBOJIbHO B3APOTHYI. OH
OIyCTHII T'7Ia3a, BCe ellle [eiast BU/, YTO 3MUTCS, U, TS Ha BOPOTHUK ['y $10, MOYyBCTBOBA
CTpaHHOe oImyIneHue. Korga ToT yopas PyKy, OH CKa3ajl C CePhe3HBEIM BHIOM:

— JlapgHo, 3aBTPa CIIPOCHUM €rO0.

[Tocne 4dero yiiesn B CBOIO KOMHATY.

Fy Ao ocrarncg ¢ YHBI6KOfI Ha JINIIEe, a HEe2KHOE IIPUKOCHOBEHNE K €TI0 IIaJIbIlaM He IIOKHOaJIO €T0.

[ABTOpCKas pemapkal]

[CrieHa 13 XXKU3HHU]

I'y do:

— Xouels MOPKOBKY?

Hedputossiii Kponuk:

— Oy!

'y do:

— Torma creguM KpoJuKa.

Hedpurosnii Kponuk:

— [Tanuka!

I'y do:

— Tak xo4elb MOPKOBKY?

Hedputossni Kpomnuk:

— Xouy...

[Cnenytomuy neHb]



[Tz CioHb HaKaHYHeE JIeT CIATh IIO3HO U ITOTOMY IIPOCIasl 00IbIlle Yaca. B/ 13 KOMHATHI, OH
yBumen Jlue U ¢ MUIioM, 3aUTEIM clie3aMu. YBuUIeB ero, JIud M 3amiakarn eine cunbHee, 0OHUMast
KpOJIMKa ¥ 60pMOYa CKBO3b CJI€3HI:

— XO035H4H... X035UH... 1 POAUJI KPOJIKKa, YTO MHE [efiaTh?

[ITu Cioub Obi omreniomneH. OH HUKaK He 0XKupaj Takoro ot JIuH W. [TocTydyaB nasnblieM 110 T'oJIoBe
MaJbuMKa, OH C COXKaJleHHueM CKa3am:

— Kro Tebe HaroBopui takou yenyxu? Kak Tl MOT POTUTH KPOJIUKA?

JIun Y, yMHBIM Mab4YMK, IIPOCTO YTPOM pacTepsiyicss 1 mo3Bonui I'y o 3anyraTs cebs. Temeps,
TIOHSIB, YTO 3TO OblJIa IIyTKa, OH yKa3aJjl Ha TOCTEBYI0 KOMHATY U, C HOTKOM OOMILI B I0JIoCe, CKa3am:
— OH MeHs oOmanys! X035uH, TOUAM HaKaXHU €ro.

YtpowMm JIun U, mepxka B pyKax pa3gpaxkeHHOI'0 KPoyiuKa, nopouen K ['y fo u, 3anuHasice, He MOr

BBIMOJIBUTH CJIOBA. Fy o, Haigsg 9To 3a0aBHBIM, IIPOCTO IIOAIIYTHII Had HUM, HO JIua U BOCIIPUHSAII
9TO BCEPLEI U IIPOITJIaKall BCe YTPO.
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