«OH TTOMHHUT, KaK TOT[a I'1aBa ceMbu X3 nmpubexkan K MIMIiepaTopy 3eproB IT0XBaCTaThCSI CBOUM
IIPUEMHBIM CHIHOM, TIOIKO/I0T IMIIepaTopa, a IOTOM PagoOCTHHIM YIIEN. A Ha CIIeAyIOUul JeHb
HiMmiepaTop OTIPaBMII €T0 3a Ipefiekl 3BE3THON CHCTEMEI, BeJIesI Pa300paThCs C MUpaTaMu U He
pas3pelus BO3BpallaThCs, T0Ka 3afayda He OyIeT BHIIOIHeHa», — MBICJIEHHO upoHu3uposan FO L3yn
HaJ 3TOM Mapoii, caMou aparoieHHou Ha [InaHeTe 3eproB. «[leCTBUTENLHO, C IAPOM, IOMEIIaHHO!
Ha ChIHE, JTy4llle He CBA3BIBAThCSA. XOTS HUKTO HE 3HAET, HACKOIbKO OHU OfEPKUMEBI CBOMM
pebEHKOM, BCe 3TO MOHMMAIOT. MHe Ny4Iie He ObITh 30eCh TPETHUM JIULITHUM».

— Bamm BenuuecTBa, a Takxke Baiile BricouecTBo, s 03BOJII0 cebe ymanuThes, — 6aropasymMHo
npepnoxun O L3yH.

— Crymatite. M 6e3 gerna He HOMycKalTe HUKOTO, YTOOB MelllaTh MHe U Ero BeicouecTBy, —
HWMnepaTpulla 3epros MaxHyJjla PyKOW, pa3pellas yoaauThCs, 3aTeM B3sgsa Ly CsaHa 3a pyKy U C
MaTePUHCKOM HeXKHOCThIO CKa3asna:

— TloitméMm, MaMa mokaxeT Tebe gBopell. [laBail He OymeM MellaTh TBOEMY OTIy paboTaTs.

— My LI3uio#, THL... 0CTaBb MaJIeHbKYIO THYNHKY! — MiMnepaTop 3eproB Toxe Ovin omenoMies. OH
XOTeJI, YTOOBI CeMbsI CYACTIIMBO BOCCOEAUHMUIACh, HO YTO Telephb MpoucxomuT? OH OKIUKHYT
VimnepaTpuily. YBuzeB €€ HeJOBOJIbHOE BhIpaXKeHUe JIUIA, 10 IPUBLIYKE NOAKaOIyYHIKa TOSCHIT:

— Mmnue HYXKHO, yTOOBI MaJIeHbKasl TUYMHKA Hadyasa 3HAKOMHUTHCS C TOCymapCTBEHHEIMU OEJIaMU.

WMnepaTpulia 3eproB ¢ 030PHEIM ¥ HeJOOPEIM BUIOM CKa3aja:

— Ham MimmepaTop BceMoryil, K ToMy xe Llu CsiH TOIBKO 9YTO BEPHYJICS, IyCTh peOEHOK CHadasa
OTHOXHET. MHI He GymeM Memath Bammemy BenuuecTsy.

— 9T0 ¥ BUpaBAy HOpManbHO? He HykHO HU4Yero genath? — Llu CsiH, COUTEIMA C TONKY, II03BOJIUI
BLIBECTH Ce0s U3 3aj1a ¥, TpuAs B ce6si, OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHI.

— Huuero, He 3arHéTcs! OTOT caMOBIIOOIEHHBIN THII, KOTOPHIM BHYTPYU U3HBIBAET OT HETEPIIEHUS, a
CHapyXH COXpaHseT HEBO3MYTUMOCThb, — He CTOUT BHUMaHUs, — C IPe3peHrueM 0TO3Baslach
VimmepaTpuiia 3epros o0 MimnepaTope. YBumeB 03ab0oueHHOCTE Ha nulle Llu CsiHa, OHa yIBIOHYTIach U
IIPOMOJIKUIIA:

— Ha camowm pene on 6Goriblie Bcex Kajl TBOETO BO3BpalleHus. Thl He BUel, KaKUM OH OblI, KOTa
Te0sT OTIIPaBIIsIIN. TaKOro MPayHOT0 BHIPAazKEHHUs JIWIIA ST BUMEsa Y Hero BCero Ba pa3a. [1epBrIi —
Korja oH y3Has, 4To Cu LI3u mpoman. Bropoit — Korma Te6st BEIHYIUIHN yeXaTh.

— Cu LI3u? Mos MmaMa... Kakue y He€ ObUti oTHOIIeHus: ¢ MmmnepaTopom? — Llu CsH,
oKo1e0aBIIKCh, HAKOHEI[ Habpasics CMeJIOCTH U CIIpocun MMmnepaTpuiy.

— Kakwue oTHOIIEHHUSI... KaK CKa3aTh? Y HAc C HUM He OBIJI0 COBMECTHBIX meTel. 3HATh CTOJIMIIE OYEHb



TOpONKJIa Hac... Ha caMoM [fiejie OH BCer[a MedTall 0 MaJIeHbKOH TMYUHKE, IIPOCTO MHE He ITOBE3JIO...
— VMneparpuiia 3epros, BCIIOMUHAS IPOLIOE, Ka3alaCh HEMHOTI'0 OTPelEHHOM. OHa TUXO0 [TOBedaa:

— B 1o Bpems Cu 1I3u BrIHaIIMBaN ero pe0EéHKa, Kak OH MOT He pafoBaThCsa? OH IOCTYIIUII TaK
TOJIBKO pafi MeHs, He OyMas HU 0 4éM... Y3 cioB JlaHa s 3Hai0, 4TO OHM pociu BMecTe, Cu L[3u Obin
€ero TenoxpanutesueM... OcTanbHble TOOPOOHOCTH TeOe HYKHO CIpamuBaTth y JIaHa.

«JInuno cupamuBaTh MMnepaTtopa 3epros Llu CsaH COBepIIEHHO He MOT. TOIBKO YTO IPHU3HAB OTIIA, U
Cpasy pacclipalliBaTh O TaKMX Bemlax...» — Ll CsaH 3akosebacs.

WMnepaTpulla 3epros [IOHSJIA €70 COCTOSIHUE U C YIBIOKOU CMEHUTIa TEMY.

— Kcrartu, T BecTpeuarncs ¢ Tsab K03? 3ToT mapeHb, KpoMe TBOeH MaTepH, ObII CAMBIM CMEJIBIM,
KoToporo s Bufesn. OH Hamen JlaHa U XKeCTOKO OTYUTAJI ero. B ToT MoMeHT uilo JlaHa OBII0 TPOCTO
HeonucyeMbIM. JIumib nocnie Toro, Kak Cu 1131 u3BMHUIICS, HACTPoeHUe JlaHa HEMHOTO YIY4IINIIOCS,
— Tpopoixaina MMmnepaTpuila 3epros, BEICKa3bIBasi CBOU MBICIIH:

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO Xe ero pe6éHok. Cu 1131 ToxkKe IPHUIIIOCh HENerko. {1 UM neiCTBUTENTLHO
BOoCxXHuIaioch. C TaKUM TPYIOM poOun pebEHKa...

Cups Ha CKaMelKe B TBOPIIOBOM Cajly, OTEIl ¥ ChIH MHOT'0 OecenoBanu. MiMnepartpuilia 3epros, CJI0BHO
Pa3roBOPHUBIIKCE, TOBOPHUIIA BCE GObIle U OOJIbIIIE.

— 41 Bcerma cumTa, 4To oH 6bin mpaB! ITpocTo y MeHs He GBITIO IIpaBa TOBOPUTD, UTO JIaH IMOCTYIIUI
HempaBmwIbHO. [IOMHIO, KOTfa BIepBEIEe yBUAe Te6si. YeCTHO roBOps, B IIyOuHE YLK s GBI HEMHOTO
He[loBoJIeH. [I0TOM ThI OTKPBIJI I'JIa3a U IIOCMOTPENT Ha MEHSI CBOUM SICHBIM, KaK BOJA, B3TJISIOM.
[Tpu3HaCh, 3TO GBI CAMBIN TPOHHUIIATEIBFHBIN B3I/, KOTOPHIH s KOrAa-mubo Bumen. 9
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK MOE CepJlle B TOT 2Ke MUT HAIMTOTHUIOCH JTI060BLI0. TOTHA 5 U PEIul, YTO BIPeab
TH OyIels MOUM PEOEHKOM...

I'mapps Lu Csna no ronose, My 1[3u0# B 3TOT MOMEHT K3JIy4al HEBEIPA3UMYI0 HEXKHOCTh. Ero
YyBCTBa OBIIM OUEHBb ITOXO0XKM Ha Te, YTO KOT[a-TO UCILITHBAIa IPUEMHas MaTh Ha 3emine. To
OLIyILIeHUE, KOITla B CeMbe BIIepBEHIE ITOipacTaeT ChlH. HaBepHOe, cepilla pONUTEsel ONUHAKOBEL.

Cnymasi, Kak MiMIepaTpulila 3eproB pacCKa3kBaeT eMy MHOTO0e, T Ha MMmepaTpuily, KoTopas
BBITJIsIfIeNIa ITOYTH eT0 POBECHUIIEH, U OyAy4Yu 00BEKTOM TaKOTO OTHOIIEHHS, KaK K peOEHKYy, — CO
CTOPOHEKI, HABEPHOE, 3TO BHITIISIAENO CTPaHHo, mogymant Lu CsH.

VimmepaTpuiia 3eproB nogHsna [{u CsgHa 1 0TBea ero K OMHOMY U3 ABOPLOB. OCTaHOBUBIIIHCE Y
IBEPH, OHa OTKpPHI/Ia €€ U MpUriacunia:

— 3axonu, s IMoKaxy Te0e MecTo, T'ie Thl KWJI B IeTCTBe. 91 COXpaHUI MeXxaHU4YeCKUe MOJeIIH,
KOTOPHIE THI fieftan... Y Te0s u Cu L[3u oguHakoBeY TanaHT. Korpga ol OB KypcaHTOM BOEHHOM
aKafieMuy, B cepAliax BCex IIperofaBaTesiell OH yxkKe OblT KaHOUAATOM B MacTepa HOBOTO IIOKOJIEHUS.



Karnb, 4TO B UTOTE€ OH OTKa3aJcCs. FOBOpHT, TOI'la HECKOJIBKO HpenonaBaTeneIZ OaXKe KOJIJIEKTUBHO
06paTI/IJ'II/ICI: B 1ITa0 dapMHHU. Hagesimuch, 9TO TOTHAIIHUM KOMAHOHWDP 3JIMTHOT'O IIOJIKA OTKAXKET Cu

I3mu...

[lu CsH 0CMOTpeJICS 110 CTOPOHAM BO [BOpIle ¥ 06HApyXKuUj, 4To MiMnepaTpulia 3epros ucuesra.
BHe3amHo, 06epHYBUINCE, OH YBUOEN, Kak MMmepaTpuila fIepXKUT B pyKax OO0JIbIION SIIHK.

— 9TO0 BCce MexaHUYeCKue MOMENH, C KOTOPHIMU Thl UTPasl B JeTCTBe. 4 BCé coxpaHui. [TocmoTpu,
MOXKET, YTO-TO BCIIOMHHUIIIb, — VIMIlepaTpHila 3eproB OTKphLIa SAMIKK, KecToM npuriamas [y CsaHa
TOJONTH ITOCMOTPETD.

u CsH, rnsaad Ha aKKypaTHO pacCTaBlIeHHBIE B SIIMKE MOMENIH, HEBOIBHO B35/ OOHY U3 HuX. Cepalle
IIePEIOIHUIIOCh HOCTaIbruen. 3aTeM Bce 3aBepTesiock, U Llu CsIH eBa yCTOSI Ha HOTaxX.
HWMnepaTtpulia 3eproB 4TO-TO TOBOPUIIA PSAIOM, BCIIOMHUHAS IIPOIIIOE, a TOTOM IIepef riia3aMu
IIOTEMHETIO, ¥ OH PYXHYI Ha 0. B CO3HaHUU MPOJO0IXKaIK 3By4aTh Cl10Ba MMmepaTpuIls:

— Torga KoMaHIUPOM TI0JIKA, ITOMHIO, Obl1T X3 KaiitoHb, riaBa ceMby X3. OH ObII CTapIIeKyPCHUKOM
Cu 1I3u, mexny HUMH Oblna rioy0okas opyxk0a. Bckope mocie TBoero poxpaeHus X KalitoHs nporman
0e3 BecTu B OMHOM U3 cpaxeHuil. Ero mnapnmmit Opat, Xs LI3un6sit, — cynpyr Taus F03. Ecnu O6ynet
BO3MOKHOCTh, MOXKEIIlb HABECTUTh €I0, BO3MOXKHO, Y3HAEIlb YTO-TO O COOBITUSIX TeX JIET.

— Kak pe6éHky, Tebe ecTeCTBeHHO JTIO0O0MBITHO Y3HATh O CBOUX poauTessax. Ha camom merne JlaH u s
o0a HayleeMcsI, 9YTO THl CaM aKTUBHO 3alMEIIbCST PaCClIieqOBaHUEM COOBITHH TeX neT. UYTOOH TH
chopMupoBan co6CTBEHHOE MHEHHE O TOM, YTO C HaMM IIPOU3OIILIO...  He X04y, YTOOHI THI
HEeHaBUOEJT MeHs Ui HeHaBuen JlaHa, u He oOuxkaiics Ha Cu LI3u, oH cTpaman O0JIbIlle BCEX.

— Xorts mexny MHo# u Cu L3 Henb3s cKa3aTh, 4To Oblta ApyxK0Oa. Yy, ckopee, MOXKHO CKa3aTh,
YTO MbI ObIIM coniepHUKaMu! Ho OH melCTBUTENBHO He XOTeJ OTKa3hBaThCs 0T TeOs. OH mobui teds,
MI00UIT BCeH CBOEM JKM3HBIO. S ¥ TOT[a CUMTAJl €r0 BeJIMKUM, II09TOMY Ha[elCh, YTO Tl 3alIOMHMUIIE
ero.

A Csqn, cnu. TBo# Gymyminii MyTh, BO3MOXKHO, OymeT TpyOHBEIM, HO JlaH u g GymeM psimoM ¢ TOOOH. ..

Ounysumcs, Lu CsH ¢ ynuBneHreM 00HaPYKUJI, YTO JIEKUT B CBOUX MOKOSX. [IpUNIOOHSABIINCE, OH
yBuger, 4to O LI3yH ¢ rpynmnou Ciayr CTOUT PSALOM B OXKUAAHUU. 3aMeTuB, 4To Llu CaH IpocHyICcs,
1O [I3yH mopo1ien, MOKIOHUIICS U CIIOKOMHO IIPOU3HEC:

— Batre BricouecTBO npocHynuUCh? IIpoily mogHAThCS, T03BOJIbTE CIIyraM OfeTh Bac ¥ IPUBECTU B
nopsAnoK. [Tocne omoBenusa MiMnepaTpuiia npuriaiiaeT Bac pa3feuTh Tpanely. Y Hee eCTh I'OCTH,
KOTOPHIX OHA XKeJlaeT BaM IPEICTaBUTh.

— Kt0 atu roctu? U Kak 5 BepHYJCcA copa? UTo npousouno Buepa? Kaxercs, y MeHs 3aKpyKuiach
T0JIOBA, ¥ 4 yman. MMnepatputia Torga Ovina psamoM... — Ly CsaH, TogHUMAsICh U TI03BOJISIS CITyTaM
nepeoneth cebsi, ¢ HemoyMeHueM crpocun O 3yHa.



— Bac poctaBuna B nokou mmnepatpuna. OcTanbHOE, KaK cKa3ana MMmepaTpuiia, BH y3HaeTe,
KOTa MpUOETe.

«KTO XK€ 9T0 MOXKeT ObITh?» — pa3Mbliisia Liu CsH.

Yro eme xnmano Lu Caua?

— Tot npumeén? A CsH, TO3HaKOMbCS, BOT 3TH iBoe — My Ucioans u My llusin, — Mnepartpulia
3eproB mopHsach, npurinaimas Ly CsiHa cecTh. [IBa 3epra psAaoM C Hell HeMeaJIEHHO OKIOHUIIACh
u CsiHto. — OHM ITOYTH TBOET0 BO3pacCTa, Bl POBECHUKHU. B OymyIiieM, Korfia Thl B30UIEITH Ha
IIPECTOJI, OHKU CMOT'YT OBITh Tebe moMoInHUKaMu. JIagHo, Bce caguTech. MOXKHO HaUMHATH TPAmesy.

— Xwm. [Iu CsiH. 3apaBCTBYyiTE, — X0NM0gHOE OoTHOINeHKe [l CsHa u ero HeoObYHAas
Pa3apaxkuTeNbHOCTL He TPUBJIEKIIM 0CO00T0 BHUMAHMUS.

Bo BpeMs Tpame3sl aTMocdepa MoUTH JOCTUTIa TOYKY 3aMep3aHusi. Bce 3a CTOIOM MoJTda eJu.
Kaszanoch, He BeIIepKaB TakKol o0cTaHoBKY, [y CsH, MUIIb HEMHOTO IIEPEKYCUB, TIOTIPOCHUIT ¥
HMnepaTpullsl pa3pelieHus yaaauTbCs.

— Brarogapio 3a mpuUrialleHre pa3menuTh Tpanesy. 9 3aKOHYMII, T03BOIbTE OTKIIAHSATHCS.

— A CsH, ecny 3aKOHYHUII, MOXKEIIb UATH, — MMIlepaTpulla 3epros, He TIOHUMAs, YTO K€ CIYIHIIOCH C
Llu CsiHOM, TSI, KaK TOT COOMPAEeTCs YHTH, II03BOJIMIIA €My CHeNaTh 9TO.
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