OH TyT XKe HaydaJ UCKAThb HUCTOUYHUK 3TOM TEHU, HO M3-3a TOTO, UTO OHA OblJIa CITUIIKOM C1abo0M u,
Ka3aJioCh, OCTanach OT 4ero-to mpouwnoro, Ca CIHbHUH HEe CMOT HaWTU TOYHOE MECTOMOJIoXKeHue. B
OTYASTHUU OH TIONIPOCUJ MeHe[XKepa IoKa3aTh eMY 3aIlMCH C KaMep B KOPHUOOope, YTOOHI ITPOBEPUTS,
He MTPOXOMXJII TU KTO-TO TIOJO3PUTEILHEINA, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 Cpa3y XkKe 3aMeTu, Kak JIo MHOaii, Kak
MepTBas cob0aka, OBl BTallleH B KOMHATY KEHIIUHOM.

Cst CIHBHUH TYT XK€ B30pBaJICS U, HE TEPSS BpeMeHU, OPOCUICS K TOM KOMHATe, HO 00HAPYKHUJI, 4TO,
KpOMe KeJITOTO TaJlCcMaHa, TaM He OBIII0 HUKaKuX cienoB JIo MHOas. BMecTo 3TOro OH yBUnen YsH
WHs, cTosImero ¢ ronsM TOPCOM, KOTOPOT0 OH TEPIIeTh He MOT, ¥ HEIIOHSATHO, YTO OH TaM Jenall.

B utore Ysu UHL ¢ CHHSIKaMHU U cCafuHaMHU ObUI BhITaleH Cst CIHbHUHOM.

Jlo ubait HeMHOI'0 OTBJIEKCH:

— Tenn? Kak Tak, s BOOOIIe HUYET0 He TOYyBCTBOBAI.

[Tocne ero cnoB Csa CsiHbHUH HUYEro He oTBeTus, u Jlo MHOAail MOAHSI TOJI0BY, YBUAEB, YTO TOT
CKPEeCTUJI PyKU U XMyPO CMOTPEJI Ha Hero.

Jlo Nu6ait cHoBa noTtpsic mnedo Cs CIHbHUHA U CKa3al:

— JlagHo, MagHO, HE OTBIEKaeMcs, 1 HeWCTBUTENIbHO BUHOBAT, X0poIno? B cnepnyromuii pa3 He Oygy!

Cs CsinpHMH GBIpKHYT, U Jlo MHOal Havyas Apa3HuUTh ero, mekoda. Csa CIHbHUH HAaKOHEIl COAJICs, Ha
ero Jiuile MeJIbKHYJIa yIeI0Ka, HO OH TYT 3Ke CHOBa HaXMYPHUJICS, CXBAaTUJ €r0 PYKY ¥ B3[OXHYII:

— 4 He mpoTuB, YTOOH! TH UTPaJl, HO, TOXKayicTa, Oyob OCTOPOXKeH. Pa3Be s Korga-HUOYOb
ocTaHaBnuBan Tebs, eCu Thl B 6€30I1aCHOCTH?

OH, He 3agyMbIBasICh, BhIJlaJl CBOM HCTUHHBEIE UYBCTBA Iepe[] TOCTOPOHHKUMH, U JIo MHOal B3TNISIHY
Ha Hero. CioBa Yxkoy 1[310HBY 0 «B3TJIAax» CHOBA BCIUIBUIM B €T0 TOJIOBE, BEI3BIBAsI CMeCh abcypaa u
JKeJIaHUS TOBEPHUTD.

On IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK I'OPJIO IIEPIINT, ¥, OTBEPHYBIINCH, CYyXO KAIIJIAHYII:

— [Tonsan.

3aTteMm Jlo Mubail He cMOT ciepKaTh BHE3AITHO HaX/IBIHYBILIETO CMeXa:

— Te1, mapeHs.



Cst CIHbHUH TOXKe CJIeTKa YIRIOHYJICS, ero T7la3a HalOIHUIKCh HeXKHOCTHIO.

HMix B3aumoqeiicTBue octauino Oy JIawt u UsH ViHs B o/THOM 3aMelnaTenbCcTBe. XoTsa @y JIai Owlna
manbHel poxncTBeHHUIeN Csa CsIHbHMHA, OHA BUJIeNa eTo B IMOCJIeOHUM pa3, KOT[a OH OBLIT eIre B
CpefHey IIKOJIe, ¥ 3allOMHHUJIa eT0 KaK 0YeHb TOPHOT0 ¥ BEICOKOMEPHOTO pebeHKa, COBCEM He
IIOX0XKEro Ha 9TOT0... OOePKUMOr0 YeloBeKa.

Jlo Yxkao? Cs CaubuHuH? Takue, Ka3anock Obl, HeJoCsIraeMble JII0H, KaK OHU MOTYT OBITh 3HAaKOMEI C
JTo Mabaem? ITO IPOCTO HEBO3MOKHO!

OHa Bce ellle COMHeBaJack, IeCTBUTENIBHO JIU YeJIOBEK, M0X0Xkui Ha Csi CAHbHMHA C 9KpaHa, ObIT
HacTos1IKM, a YaH MHb pSANoM ¢ He yKe efjBa CTOSJI Ha HOrax.

OH TOJIBKO YTO TONTy4YusI Ypok oT Csi CIHBHUHA, U €T0 TeJI0 Bce elle HiUIo 0T 60iu. OH cnabo
OIMPAJICS Ha CTOJI PSIIOM C HUM, JIMXOPAJOYHO 0OMyMbIBAs, YTO EJIATh.

OH 3Ha1, uto Ca CaunuuH u Jlo Uubail 3HaKOMBEI, 1 UX OTHOIIIEHU, Ka3aJI0Ch, OLLIN HEIlJIOXUMH, HO
OH He OXHAAJl, YTO TaK He [I0BEe3€eT, U OHU CTOJIKHYTCS, U He 3HaJl, YTO UX «HEIJIOXHe» OTHOIIEHUS
MOTYT OBITh HACTOJIBKO OJTU3KUMU.

«Jlyutie mycTh TOTUOHET TOBAPHUIL, YEM SI», — OH yKe JyMaJl, KakK nmonactaButh Oy JIaii, 4ToOH
CaMOMYy BBEIMTU CYXMM K3 BOOBI, KOrfa yciblman, Kak Cs CIHbHUH, KaXXeTCs, CKa3all:

— ...Ecou O®I TH PaHbII€ CKAa3adll, KTO ThI, 3TO 130aBuI0 ObI OT MHOTHX np06neM.

3ateMm Jlo Muba#l cka3aj ¢ UHTOHAIMEH sI0eIbl:

— 4 TONBKO 4TO CKa3ajl, 4To Moy oTel] — JIo YXKao, a 3Ta KeHIKHa Halo MHOU CMesiach.

JIo Uxao? JIo Yxkao!!!

Vims JIo Ykao momHOCThI0 BEIOUTO UsH MHs u3 Koneu. Ero mo3r 6wi mmycT, a @y JIait BCKpUKHYIa:

— Tl cepbe3Ho?

3aTteM Csi CIHBHUH YCMEXHYJICS, OTKPHUI IBEPh HOMEepa U BHIIIEN, KakK OYATO clierka mo3sai:

— Yuurens.

Teneps, maxe ecnu OBl 3TO OBIJIO CIIEKTAKIIEM, OH He MOT Obl OBITH O0Jlee peanucTU4YHEIM. Eciu moce
Toro, Kak JIo Mubait ee o6manys, @y JIsi 4yBCTBOBajla THEB, TO TEIEPh €€ IMOLKU OOJIbINE 3aXBaTUIT



CTpax, KOTOprI OHA He MOTJIa 00BSICHUTh.

Ona mocMmortpena Ha JIo MHOas 1 3auKamImuMcs T0JIOCOM CKa3aa:

— OTOT... yuutens lleppu...

YeloBEeK CHAPYKU BOIIET U CIIPOCHUI:

— Kako# yuutens Hleppu?

@y JIatt pe3Ko MOBEPHYJIACh U 3aMepiia, IMMPOKO PACKPHIB I'7la3a, B TaHUKE IIOTIPABJIsAs BOJIOCH:

— Hupektop JIo?

Ee pyku mpozanu, 1 4eM 0OJIbIlle OHA IIOTIPaBJIsiiia BOJIOCH, TeM G0JIbllle OHU ITyTauCh — 3TO
merictBuTesibHO OB JIo Uxkao! 2Kusoii JTo Uxkao!

Cst CIHBHMH, TI0YYBCTBOBAB T€Hb, HO TOPONSACH HalTu JIo MHOa#, 6bICTPO OTIPaBuUa coodiienue JIo
Ykao 10 myTH HaBepx. JIo YKao BHIIIEN, HO He Hallle]l HUYEero IOI03PUTEILHOTO B 3TOM MECTE, U,
TIPOXO/Is MEMO JBEPU HOMEPA, OH yKe cOOUpascs yiuTH, Ho Obi ocTaHOBIEH Cst CIHbHIHHOM.

@y JIait u Ysn VHb He MOTJIU MTOHSTh, UTO MMPOMCXOIUT, U CMOTPENHU APYT Ha OpyTra B
3aMelaTeNnbCTBe, a 3aTeM yCIIblmanu, Kak Jlo MHbait cka3ai:

— ITana.

CnplaTh — OJHO, & BUETh — COBCEM [pyroe. JTOT 1IOK Obls1 He3a0kriBaeM, u @y JIait u Yan VHb
OTHOBPEMEHHO OCTOJIOEHEIIH.

JIo Yxkao ellle He 3HAJ, YTO IIPOUCXOOUT, KUBHYJI CBIHY U Heﬁpe}KHO CKa3al:

— 910 Xke MajieHbKasg Py? [JlaBHO He BULEIUCE.

Korpma @y JIa# ycnrimana, Kak Jlo Mubail Ha3Bal ero «Iaroi», ee MO3T oYTH oTKmouusics. OHa
MaXke Havaja COMHEBAThCS, He TaJlTIOIMHAINS JIX 3TO, BbI3BaHHAsA ee 6€3YMHEIM CMEXOM, HO
peanibHOCTh OBlIa CIMIIKOM KeCTOKOH. ITocye Toro, Kak 0OHa MOpPrHyJa 0eCYucIeHHOe KOIUYEeCTBO
pas, OH BCe ellle CTOSN Ilepef Hell, He ucue3as.

Brnaropmaps Cst 113e, JIo YKao BcTpeyascs C Hell HECKOIBKO pa3, U OHU ObIIM 3HAKOMEL. Oy JIai
r1y00KO BIOXHYJa U APOKAIIUM T'0JIOCOM CKa3aa:



— Hupektop Jlo, Cs [atmao.

Jlo Yzkao0 mOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €€ peaKIusi CTPaHHas, U epBasi MbICIIb, KOTOpAs IIPHUIIIa eMY B
roJioBy, Ovina: «OmnsTh 3TOT YEPTOB CHIH UTO-TO HaTBOpUaI». OH cupocun Oy JIak:

— Oxka3swIBaeTCs, TocIoxa (Dy 3HaKOMa C MOUM CHIHOM. Haj 4eM BBl CMESININChH?

Kaxk aTo morno 6bITh? Kak Jlo MHbOait Mor O5ITh chiHOM JIo Yxkao?! V Hux BooOiie HeT Hudero oobmiero!

Iaxe ecnu y HUX ofHa (HaMUIIUsI, HO KTO MOT ObI CBSI3aTh OOBIYHOT'O YEJI0OBEKA PSIIOM C CO0O0¥ C
rOCYyHapCTBEHHHIM YUHOBHUKOM TAKOTO YPOBHS?

q)y JIan YyThb HE 3aKpHudalla OT OTHaSdHNA, HO Ha CaMOM [eJjie OHa JaXKe 00s171acCh IOIIEBEJIUTHLCS,
JINX0PAOJOYHO OyMad, YTO XK€ OeJIaTh. 3a KOPOTKO€E BPEMA Y HE€ Na2Ke BBICTYIINUII XOJIOMHBIN TIOT.

K cuacteio, JIo MuGai 3aroBopun mepBeIM. I10xX0Ke, OH He coOOMpaCs KaI0BaThCs, a MPOCTO CKa3all:

— Hwuuero, g ITPOCTO PaCCKa3aJl aHEKOOT.

Jlo Yxkao uspaneka cieiman, Kak @y JIait cmesnach, a Temeph oHa Obiyia 611eqHa, Kak MOJIOTHO, U OH
maxe nogyman, 4To Jlo MHOaiil Hanoxui Ha Hee 3aknaTie. OH CIIPOCUIT:

— Kaxko#l Takoy aHeKnoT OBUI HACTOILKO CMEIHEIM? PaccKaXku MHeE.

Jlo ubaii B3mOXHYII:

— Ilam, T TakOM 3aHyHa!

JIo Yxao:

— Hy?

Jlo Uubaii:

— ...JIagHo, nagHoO, pacckaxy. Hy... 333, 1men o gopore xie0, e, e, ITPorojiofancs u chen ceds,
Xa-Xa-xa, CMeIIHOo?

Jlo ViuOat 3aKOHYHUI paccKas, 3aJyMaJsics U, YeM GOJIblle myMall, TeM GOJIbIlle CMESIIICS:



— Xa-xa-xa-xa!

Bce: ...

Jlo HObaii moyyBCcTBOBaN ce0s1 HEJIOBKO:

— CsiHbHUH!

Csa CsIHbHUH:

— ...Xa-xa-xa.

@y JIa¥t cMOTpesa Ha 9TO, U V Hee He OBIJI0 HU MaJleUIero xejaHus cMesaThesi. KTo Takoit Cs
CsaupHuH? [JaXKe C OTLIOM OH He ObIJT TaK OIM30K, BCETTla CEPhE3HbIM, CJIOBHO JIMIIEHHBIM HOPMaJTbHbIX
YyeioBeyeCcKux sMouuii. OHa POCTO He MOTJIa IIPeCTaBUTh, YTO OH TakK IOCIYIIHO CIIyIIaj KOTO-TO,
0Cco0eHHO KOT0-TO CBOET0 BO3pacTa.

9TOT MUp... peajeH?

Jlo Y>kao BAPYT HE 3aX0TeJN MIPU3HABATH, YTO 3TO €T0 CHIH U YYEHHUK, KOTOPOTO OH CaM BOCIIMTAJ.
I[Tocie KOPOTKO# may3kl OH CKa3a:

— Ecnu Bce B mopsgake, IouaeMTe.

Csa CsiupauH 1 JIo MHOal 0MHOBPEMEHHO OTBETUIIM U TIPOMYCTHIH ero, Ho JIo YKao cHayasa
BLITOJIKHYJI 000MX 3a IBEPH, a 3aTEM MOBEPHYICA K Oy JIau:

— T'ocioxa @y, KaxkeTcs, Bbl YOUBIIEHEl, YBULIEB MOET'0 ChIHA?

Horu ®y JIa#t crnerka gpoxain, a MU0 OO0 GJIeIHBIM:

— Ila... 1 paHbIle He CIIBIIIAaa.

JIo Yxkao cka3ai:

— OH HEMHOTO Hecepbe3eH, HO Y MeHs TOJIbKO ONWH CHIH, ¥ S He X04Y, YTOOH! er0 6eCIIOKOUITH
BCSIKHE HEHYKHBIE JIFOTY, T09TOMY 51 HUKOTHa He YIoMHuHa o0 HeM. CeromHs, YBUIEB Bac, s TOXKe GBI
O4YeHb ymuBieH. CiyinaiiTe, MHe BCe PaBHO, KTO CTOMT 3a BAMH, €CJIH ¥ BAC €CTh MIPOOJIEMEI, IIYCTh
00palaoTcs KO MHE HAMPSMYIO.



Korpa JIo Yxkao Boles1, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO aTMoc(hepa B HOMepe CTpaHHas, U II0BefleHne 00enx
CTOPOH OBIZI0 HEMHOTO HEOORYHEIM. Bups, kak @y JIsit u UsH MHb BHTIAAETN HAalyTaHHBIMU U
BMHOBATHIMU, OH MOT IOTalaThCsl, YTO OHU, BEPOSITHO, BCTYNUIU B KOHGIMUKT ¢ JIo Mubaem us-3a
Yero-To, ¥ I03TOMY IIpenyIpenusl ux.
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