— KoHeuHO, HpaBUTCS, — OHA HOCTajla U3 pPyKaBa IIAaTOK U BRITEPIIA el JIETKY0 UCTIapuHy Ha JI0y. —
[IpocTo... He COBCeM MOHsIA, 3a4eM BOPYT PEIIUIK OTIIPABUTLCS IO BOTE.

— INonpeHb yKe MIPOIIEN, XKapa IIOCTEIIeHHO CllaflaeT, ceryac IIHTh OyeT ropasfo npoxjagHee, 3TO
mmepBoe.

— A... BTOpoe? — OHa fjocTajia U3 CBOEX CYMKHU CIIafOCTH U, He 3alyMbIBasiCh, yTOCTHUJIA €€
KYCOYKOM.

Bropoe? Ilun JlaHb MOPTHYJIa, IPOTJIOTUIIA YTOILIEHUE U, IOBEPHYB I'0JIOBY, TUXO IPOU3HECIIA:

— TrI Bemb BEIPOCJIa Ha CeBepe, BepHO? TaM, KOHEeYHO, eCTh KaHaJbl, HO... HET TaKUX peK u 03ép, KakK
Ha I0T€. CMOTpeTb Ha BOAYy C 6epera Y TIJIBITh 110 HEM — 3TO COBCEM Pa3HbIE OIOYIIEHU.

LI3uHYy CIaBUTCS CBOMMU 03EPaMHU, ¥ OHA OEHCTBUTENILHO XOPOIIO YIIPABISIETCS C JIONKOU, TIO3TOMY
U pelmnia B3STh €€ C COOOM.

Ecnu Gbl y HEE He OBIIIO HABBIKOB, OHU OBI, HABEPHOE, TIEPEBEPHYIIH BCIO JIOHKY.

— Mwmwm, o Toro Kak oTel] 3abpast Hac ¢ MaMoy B YaHbaHb, MBI KaKO€-TO BpeMsi Kunu B ['ycy, HO 5
Obly1a CITUIIIKOM MaJleHbKOM, 4TOOb YTO-TO 3aTOMHUTh, — Cy HsIHBCI09 BCTasa psigoM ¢ Hed. — THI...
MOZKET, Hay4YHUIlh MEHS YIIPaBIISTh JIONKOU?

— M5l mocpeqiv peKu, — ecjId YTO-TO IOUMET He TakK, 06e 0KaXyTCs B BOJIE.

Llue JTaHb MTOCMOTpETIA HA HEE, CTIOBHO CHABasiCh, TTy0OKO B3OXHYJIa, ITepefasa e 6aMOyKOBBIH
IIeCT, BCTaJla C3ay, IOYTH OOHSB €€, U CKa3asa:

— 3amnoMHH, Tak HY2KHO IIPUKJIAAbIBATE CHUITY...

JleToM, HaxXoAsICh TakK OIM3K0, HeM30eKHO YyBCTBYEIb 3Kap, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT JIETKUY apoMar,
MCXOMSIINYI OT OPYTOM, CTAaHOBUJICA BCe Ooiiee oT4eTIUBHIM. Cy HAHBCIO3 IOKpacHea,
HEIIPOU3BOJIFHO CXKaB IIEeCT.

— OH... mogoxmu! CIUIIIKOM CHIbHO!

Tak MOXKXHO IIepeBEepPHYTH JIOAKY!

Luu Jlanb 3amMepra, OBICTPO CXBaTUIIa €€ PYKY, YTOOB H3MEHUTh HallpaBjieHue I1ecTa. K cuacTsio,
ycIieia BOBPEMSI: JIOfKa CUITbHO KAyHYJlach, HO HEe TIEPEBEPHYIIACH.

OpHako BHE3AITHOE OBUKEHUE BCE JKe 3aCTaBuio 00enx moTepsaTh paBHOBecue. Cy HaHBCI03



TIOCKOJIb3HYJIaCh ¥ yIala, yBieKas 3a coboi LluH JlaHb.

B momenT nagenus Llun JIaHb MHCTHHKTHBHO IOAIepKaja e€ 3a Talulo, a pyka caMa co0ou
3aIIKUTHIA TOJI0BY OPYTOM.

Ho ynapuThcs 0 IepeBsiHHBIM O0PT ObIJI0 He 0YEHDb MIPUATHO, 0COOEHHO TOMY, KTO OKa3aJiCs CHU3Y.

Luu JlaHb, CTUCHYB 3y0HI, ITOIILITAIaCh MOAHSITLCS, B3MOXHYIa U yKe X0Tella YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO,
IIOJHSB I'JIa3a, 3aMepJia.

HeoxupgaHHOe MafeHue 3aCTaBUIIO JIEHTY, cobupasinyio Bosiockl Cy HsHbCI09, pa3Bsi3aThcsa. Monomas
JKEHIIMHA C pacIylleHHbBIMHI BOJIOCAMH JieXKalla Ha Hel, 1 61TM30CTh UX OBIXaHUS 3aCTaBuila €€
cepale 3aMenIuThCA.

Cy Hsubcioa Toxke Oblyla B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe. Ha TaKOM pacCTOSTHUU OHA MOTJIa PaCCMOTPETD BCe
SMOIIMH, CKPHITHIE B IJla3aX APYIOM, TOX0XKUX Ha [PAroleHHbIM KaMeHb.

Ho... aTo 65110 CIHUIIKOM OIH3KO.

HepeHHeTaIOH.II/IeCH ObIXaHUS 3aCTABUIIU €€ TOJIOBY KDYXKHUTHCA.

Temo namoHu, TETKUH apoMaT CaHJATIOBOTO IepeBa, CMENIaHHbIN C JETKUM 3allaX0OM II0Ta, ¥ JaxKe
CTpOMHas GUTrypa OPYroH H... MATKOCTE.

I'maza, KOTOpEIE OOBIYHO OBIJIH TIOJTHBI XOJIOOHOCTH, TEIIEPh BHITJIAOEIIN HEBEPOATHO IIPUTATATEJIEHO, U
WX B3rAQd 3aCTABIIAII TEPATE PACCYAOK...

TYK-TyK, TYK-TYK.

Yne aTo cepuuedbuenune? Wnu, MmoxeT, o0oux?

OHM cMOTpen# OPYT Ha [IpyTra, CJI0BHO 3aTrUITHOTH3MPOBAHHEIE.

[Toka MATKUY TJIECK BOABI HE BEPHYT UX K peanbHOoCcTH. Cy HIHBCI09, CITOBHO OYHYBILUCE, GBICTPO
TIOMHSJIACh U TOJIBKO ITOTOM IIOHSTIA, YTO €€ JIUIIO ITOKPacHeo.

Llun JlaHb ToXe OBITIa HE B JIy4IIeM COCTOSTHUY, KOHYMKHU €€ yIIed IIOKpacHeNu, Kak 6yaTo BOT-BOT
HAYHYT KPOBOTOYHUTE. TaK JONITO TEPSITHCS B MBICIISIX OBIIIO [T HEE€ YEM-TO HOBBIM, ¥ JaXKe
y4daleHHoe ceppleOneHne BHI3HIBAJIO JIETKYIO PACTEPSIHHOCTD.

Yro... 3TO OBLIO?



— Kxwm... — Cy HsHbBCI03 cJleTKa yCIIOKOUIIACh, CJIOBHO IIBITAsICh CMEHUTh TeMY. — 3IeCh TaK MHOTO
IIPYAOB C JIOTOCAMHU?

— Ha wore mHOrO0 10T0C0OB, — LlUH JlaHb OTpOTrasa yxo, CJIOBHO YTO-TO 3aMETHUB, IIPULLYPUIIACh.

— YT0 cny4unocs?

OHa nuIIb yCMEXHYyIach, HaMepeHHO 3arafloYHO B3TJISIHYB Ha HEE, U, OTTOJIKHYBILIKCH HOTOH,
MCIIONB3YS JIETKOE [IBUKEHUE, TIepesieTela yepe3 Bomy.

[ToTOMOK JTy4IIIero MacTepa JIETKOM aT/IETUKY, OHA JBUTANIACh IT0 BOJE C TPALIAEH, CIIOBHO
OCTaHOBHBIIMCH Ha MTHOBEHME CPEMH JIOTOCOB, CXBAaTHJIa UTO-TO U, CAEJIaB HECKOJIBKO IIIaroB,
BEPHYJIAaCh HA JIOMKY.

— Bor, mapro.

970... Cy HsIHBCI03 YOIUBIEHHO pacUIMpua I71a3a, IPOTSHYJA PYKY U B3sJia TOJapoK.

B namoHm /1ekait J10TOC, PACIyCTUBLIMKICS B IIape.

— CoBoeHHBIE JIOTOCH BCTPEUYAIOTCS PEOKO, TOJIBKO UYTO yBUeENa ABa U pellusa MOAapuTh OOUH U3
Hux, — LluH JlaHb yNEIOHYIack, U €€ ra3a CBepKHynu. — HpaBurtcs?

OTa OeByIIKa... OHA YTO, He 3HaeT, YTO O3HA4YaeT AapeHure COBOEHHOTO JI0TOCA, UITH. ..

Cy HsiHbCI09 ITOCMOTpETA B T'la3a, IIOX0XKKUe Ha OParoleHHbI KaMeHb, U TOXKe He CMOTJjIa COepkKaTh
ynei0ku. OHa CJIOBHO coOpajia BCIO CBOIO PEUIMMOCTE U IIPOTSIHYIa PYKY, YTOOBI B3ITh APYIYIO 3a
TIafOHb.

Ona He ObIIa TTIYTIOH, U XOTS He UMesa mogoOHOTO OIIkITa, HO MOTJIa MOTafaThCs.

— Hpasurcs.

HpaBI/ITCH HOJIapeHHBIfI CJIBOGHHLIﬁ JIOTOC, U HPABHUIIBCA THI.

Jlopka miblyia [0 TeYEHUIO0, U KOToa OHU NIPUYaNuIY, yKe HacTynul Beuep. Ha ropusonTe BugHencs
3aKaT, OKpaIuBalolmui He00 B KpaCHBIM IBET, UTO BEITJIANENIO0 OYeHb KPacuBo. JIIoou BOKPYT
TOTOBUJIACH K BO3BPAIEHHI0 JOMOM, CO3/laBasi 0KMBJIEHHYIO aTMochepy.

[uu JlaHb mpHYanuiIa, 3amiaTiia 3a CTOSHKY u momorya Cy HsiHbCI09 BEIUTH Ha Geper.



— Kak pa3 BoBpeMsi, cefiyac Kak pa3 HayHyT 3amyckaTh ¢GoHapuku, — Cy HIHBCIO9 B3si1a €€ 3a PYyKY,
packayuBasich, CJIOBHO peOEHOK, KOTOPHIM yKpas KoHeTy. — Tkl paHbllle 3anyckasna GoHapUKu?
Luu JlaHb TOCMOTpEJIa Ha e€ JIUI0, 3aTeM Ha UX COeOUHEHHBIE PYKHU, C JIETKOM YIEIOKOM OTBETHIA:

— Jla, HO He B 9TO BpeMsi, 0OLIYHO B CEpPeMHe OCEHH.

— C 6paTtom?

— He Bcerpma, — oHa HEMHOT'0 ITOAyMasia, YeCTHO OTBETHIIA. — B IETCTBE C POOUTENSIMU U OpaToM,
II0TOM, KOTZla CTaJjla CTapllle, He X0Tejla CIIyCKaThCS C TOPhl, HO HEKOTOPHIE... TOBAPHUIIM HaCTauBallH,
¥ {1 IIJIa C HUMH.

— 3aragbiBaiy KelaHus?

— Jla. B LI3uHYy eCTh IMOBEPLE: ECIIU B CEPeduHEe OCEHU 3allyCTUTh (OHAPUK, HATIKUCATh HA HEM CBOE
JKeJaHWue U IYCTUTh 10 TeYEHUI0, TO TOPHBIY OyX UCIIOJIHUT €To.

Cy HsaubCi03 crierKa cxkajla T'yobl, MOPTHYJIa ¥ CIIPOCHIIA:

— A TBI yTO-HUOY OB MHCasa?

9toT Bommpoc 3actasui Llun Jlans 3agymaThcsa. OHa HEMHOTO ITOAyMasia, CJIOBHO YTO-TO BCIIOMHUB, U
TUXO B3[OXHYJIA:

— Ilucana. Ho Torma 6biyia MaleHbKOM, Jaxke He IOHUMAalla, II0YEMY POIUTENH KUK B LI3uHUY U KeM
OHU OBUIH, TAK YTO XKeJlaHus ObIIM Hecephe3Hbie. [I0TOM... 6osblie He mucasa. Thl JKe 3Haelllb, MHL...
Jyd4Ille BEPUTH B TO, UTO [EePKUIIL B pPyKaX, UeM HalesAThCs Ha OOroB.

[Tpuspaunsiit CTyKUTENb... HUKOTHA He 3HAeIllb, KOTTa... 3TH 3deMepHEIE BEI, HaBEPHOE, JTyYIIe
He nymMaTb. OHa HEITPOM3BOJILHO CXKaJjla PYKY, HO TIOTOM IIOHSJIA, YTO Apyras BCE eIlE NePXKUT €€, u
Ha MIHOBEHME PacTepsiach.

— H3BUHU...

Ha camom perne 3T0 He Ob110 607IbHO, HO BU €€ BHI3BaJI XKejlaHue momyTuTb. Cy HaHbCI09
YCMEXHYIach, IPUTBOPUBINUCH OOHUKEHHOM:
— A Jlaup, GOJIBHO.

— H... — lluH JlaHb TyT XKe OIyCTHJIa I'Jla3a Ha CBOX PYKY, HEMHOI'O OCMOTpeNIa U oHsna. — T
MeHs oOMaHya!



— Xa-xa-xa... — Cy HsiHbCI03 He cOepzKajia cMexa, IPOTSHYyIa PYKH, 9YTOOH B3ATh €€ 3a JIUIIO, U,
TTPUIIYPUBIIKCD, CKa3asa:

— IIa, obmanyna. Ho KTo-To cefiyac mymai 0 OpyroM, U MHE CTasio 00MOHO, TaK YTO MBI KBUTHI.

Yro 3a nmoruka? B rnazax Llun JlaHs MenbKHYIO HEOOYMEHNE, HO OHA He MOTJjIa Ha He€ 3IUThCS,
JULIb GHIPKHYJa ¥ X0I0OHO CKa3asa:

— BosbIrie Tak He menau.

Ho pyKy Tak u He OTIIyCTUTIA.

Cy HsHbC09, BeIoMast e 4epe3 TOMMy, C YIAROKOH, ToX0xKeH Ha KOIIKY, KOTopasi yKpajia CMEeTaHy,
THX0 CMOTpeJia Ha e€ CTPOWHYI0 CIIMHY ¥ IT03Baia:

— A JIaHb.

— Mwm? — Ilus Jlanb 06epHYyIach, €€ ria3a, MOX0XKe Ha [IparoleHHb KaMeHb, CBETUIUCH B OTHSIX.

Mornopas meByliKa HaKJIOHWUIa TOJIOBY U C YIBIOKOM cKa3ana:

— Xoyeurs IOCNyILIaTh UCTOPUIO?

Hctopuio? OHa youBUIaCh:

— Kakymwo?

— 910 51 pacckaxy no3xe, — Cy HIHbCI09 BOPYT MOTSHYTIA €€ BIIePEN, He 3a0LIB 10OABUTh:

— CHauana KynuM ¢poHapuKu!
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