Bcs cTanuusa Oblla 0X0XKa Ha MPO3PayHbIli Iy3bIPh, 3aCTHIBIINY B TEMHOU, 0€3MOIBHO
IIPOCTEPIIENCS BCEIEHHOM.

JIuHb HEBOJILHO ITPOGOPMOTAIT:

— HepmapoM 3meck Tak MaJo Nofel, 0ObIYHbIE ITacCaXXUPCKUE PENCH ciofa He XoasaT. OOBIYHBIN
YyeJI0BEK, YBUIEB TaKOE MECTO, 3allPOCTO MOXKET yIacTh B 0OMOPOK.

Tao Hoch xke YyBCTBOBaAJla cebs Ooree HerI/IHy}KHéHHO, He 03HupaJiaChk I10 CTOPOHAM, OHa Onlna
3HaKOMa C TaKKUMHU MECTaMH.

BooO6iie-To, HEyOUBUTENBHO, YTO JIMHb ¥ Xbi03 HE 3HANX 3TO MecTo. OORIYHO TaKue CTAHIUU
TIPENOCTABIIS/IM CTOSIHKY JIUIIb [JIST HEKOTOPHIX 0COOBIX Mofesnel KocMuyeckux Kopabieit. Kpome
TOT'0, 3[IECh TaKXkKe HaxXxoAuIach cBoeoOpa3Has HabmogaTenbHas CTAHLUS, TI03TOMY JOCTYII [JIs
IIOCTOPOHHUX ObLJT OTPAHUYEH.

OcMOTpeB aBUaCTaHIMIO, JIMHL 3aMETHUJI, UTO IIOTOK JII0fiel 30eCh ObLJT MOBOJIBHO CKYOHEIM, HO HE
TIOJTHOCTBIO OE3/TI0THBEIM: BPEMSI OT BPEMEHHU BCE JKe MeJIbKali OTHeNIbHbIe (PUTYPHI.

Xotst aTMocdepa 3mech Oblla CIIOKOMHOM, Mazke HEMHOT'0 0€3/TI0qHOM, BHYTPH 3TOTO IIOX0XKEro Ha
ITy3bIPh KOCMUYECKOT'0 ITopPTa OBLII0 OBOIBHO KOMGOPTHO. BHYTpH cofiepKasics TOT XkKe KHUCIIOPOT,
YTO U Ha TOBEPXHOCTH, U UMUTUPOBaHHAs I'PaBUTAIlMS, TI03BOJISBILIAS JIETKO IIEPEIBUTATHCS.

TONBKO eCclii KTO-TO HaM€PEHHO BEIXOOHUII 3a IMPeaeJIbl 3allliTHOT 0 KYIIOJIa KOCMOIIOPTa, OH TePAl
T'PaBUTaAllMIO U HAYKWHAII IIaPUTh.

Martepunckuit Kopabinb JIuHS 1 Xbi03a OB pa3MeIléH OTIeIbHO Ha M30JIMPOBAaHHON CTOSTHKE.

He 3apepxwuBasice, oHY BMecTe ¢ Tao HoCEl poLiy o OTAEeIbHOMY IIPOXOAY K MECTY C HOMEPOM
S-011. B 9TO¥ OTKPHITOM HUIIIE-CTOSTHKE 110 Mepe WX IPUOINKEHUS B II0JIe 3PEHUS IOCTEIIEHHO
BO3HUKAJl OTPOMHEIN MaTEPUHCKUN KOPaOIIkb.

['poMapHBIM CTATbHOM 3BEPBD, MapsIIui B KocMoce, 0€3MOJIBHO 3aCTHII B HEBECOMOCTH.

VX oTHensiyi TOHKUM, TOYTH HeBUAUMEIN Oapbep. [10 Ty CTOPOHY, Te CTOSJI MaTepPUHCKUM Kopaliib,
ObL1 0€3BO3AYIIHBIN, TEMHBIN, 6€33BYUHBIN MUP.

A tam, roe crosinu JIunb, Xpi03 ¥ Tao Hocel, HaxXoOuiIoCh HAIIOJIHEHHOE BO3YXOM BHYTPEHHEE
IIPOCTPAHCTBO IY3HIPS, OTHIEIEHHOE JIUIIh IPO3PayHOl IPOHUIIAEMOM ITperpafoii. 3Ta mperpana
BRITJISAfIeNIa XPYTIKOM, HO Ha caMOM fiejie Oblyla HEBEPOSTHO TPOYHOM.

3aTeM uM IIPEeaCTOANiO 2KOaTh 30ECH HpI/I6bITI/IH OCTaJIbHBIX YJIEHOB KOMaH[IHI.

JT106ysich 6€3MOJIBHO CTOSIIIIMM TMTAaHTCKUM KOpabJiéM, OHKM BHUMATEJIbHO Pas3TIsbIBaid 3TO CYOHO,
Mepliaolllee B TEMHOTe BCEJIEHHOW YapyIomuM 6J1eCKOM, HacllaXKgasiCh er0 BeJINUeCTBEeHHEIM
CUSIHHEM, TIOJIHOCTBIO PACKPBIBAIOIIMMCS TOJIBKO B KOCMOCE.

Cnycts HecKonbKo cekyH[ Tao Hockl, cierka 3alipoKMHYB I'OJI0BY, B3LOXHYIa:
— U BB TOXe OTIPaBISETECE B IYTh...
Kazarnocs, oHa Oblyla HEMHOT'O TPOHYTA, PEIKO IIPOSIBISS JIETKYIO IPYCTE.

Ho Bckope OHa 3HEPTrUYHO BCTPSIXHYJIA I'0JIOBOM, BHOBb COOPABIIKCH, U JIUIIH YIOJIKU €€ Ty0 TPOHYIa



JIETKas yIbIOKa.

3aTeM oHa 06epHYyJach K JIMHIO 1 ToMaxasa PyKoi, OyaTo HeB3Ha4Yail BCIIOMHUB 4YTO-TO, ¥
IIPOU3HECTIA:

— Hy, mocne Baiiero oTyi€Ta, moxaiyi, 1 MHe 1Topa OyoeT OTIPaBISITLCS.

YcnriaB 3To, BEIpaXkeHue nuila JIMHS BEIAAJIO0 JIETKOe HeloyMeHue, Ha HEM SBHO YMTAJIOCh:
«OTmpaBnaThes? He moxoxe, 4TO peyb 0 BO3BPAILEHUH B AKaeMUI0».

B3arnauys, Tao Hockl cpa3y moHsia, B 4€M COMHeBascsa JIMHb.
OHa mEnKHya NanbleM 1o 10y JIMHS U ¢ HeyIOBOJILCTBUEM CKa3aja:

— YT0? B 9TOM HET HUYEro CTpaHHOro! Y MeHs TOXe eCTh CBOM (hJIOT, MOM TOBAPHUIIY ITOYTHU T'OTOBHI,
OHH [OJIXKHBI CKOPO IPUOBITh 3@ MHOM...

— 9-3? — JIuHb NEeNCTBUTEILHO 00 9TOM He 3afmyMbiBascs. [IpukphiB 60J1e3HEHHO OLTYTUBIIKN yIap
7100, OH IITMPOKO PACKPHIT T'J1a3a.

JIVHB BCIOMHHUJI, YTO OHU U IIPaBOa HUKOT{A He CIIpallliBaly O TWYHBIX Aenax Tao Hocwel. Ho Bckope
€ro CHOBa OXBaTHUJIO HEJOYMEHUE:

— O@not?
9TOT BOIIPOC IPUBJIEK BHUMaHUE faxe Xbi03a, ¥ TOT IOBEPHYJICS MOCMOTPET.
JIuHb cripocur:

— ... Pa3Be Tao Hoctl He u3 BoeHHBIX? Kak TOT cTapelii reHepas, KOTOPOTO MBI BCTPETUIIUA paHee B
Mope? Ho, aM, XOTS s 4yBCTBYIO, UTO BHl KAK-TO OT/INYAETECE...

OH He MOT TOYHO CKa3aTh, B YéM UMEHHO Obl/Ia pa3HHUIIa.

Tao Hochl ckasana:

— OM... B obmewm, ma.

OHa TeprenuBo 00BSICHUIIA UM:

— Ha camowm pene, 51 y2Ke He COBCEM IIPUHAAJIEXKY K BOEHHBIM, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, JIUIIb HAIlOJIOBUHY.

— [ToToMy 4TO ceyac y MeHsI €CTh COOCTBEHHBIN He3aBUCUMBIN (HJI0T. XOTSI MHI IIOAIePKUBAEM
IONYMHEHHbBIE OTHOIIEHHUS, S BCE XK€ HaX0XKyCh B ITOJTyHE3aBUCUMOM I10J10KeHNU. MOXKHO CKa3aTh, y
MeHS eCTb COOCTBEHHBIE CUIIH (I0Ta.

Tao Hocksr:

— Mou noguyrHEHHBIE TTOAUYUHSAIOTCS TOIBKO MHE.
JIVHB IPOSICHUIIOCH:

— IloHATHO...

— OpHako Ha HAavyaJbHOM 9Talle s JeMCTBUTE/IbHO BHILIIA U3 apMuy, — yKa3ana Tao Hocel.



3aTeM eé OBUKEHUS BHE3AITHO 3aMepiiu, 6yATO OHa YJI0BUJIA KaKOe-TO IBUXKEHUE, U OHA PEe3KO
TIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY, YCTPEMHUB B3TJISIT HAPYXKY, B KOCMOC.

B 3TOT MOMeEHT XbI03 TOXKE 0TpearupoBaji, OH CMOTPEII B onpenenéHHon TOYKY B BEICOTE. JIuHBL TOXKE
CKJIOHHUIJI TOJIOBY HaOOK u IIoCJIegoBall €T0o B3TIAOY.

B rnasax Tao Hochl MeNbKHYJIA PagoCTh, OHA MIPUIIOAHSIA IOA00POIOK:
— Hy BOT, TOBOpHUIK 0 TOM, @ OHO ¥ MOSIBUIOCH. Kak pas3 mogbe3xkaeT, Moau Moero (hyoTa 3a MHOH!
B KocMHUYeCKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE HA[l HUMH, B IoIychepe, BHE3AMHO PACIIaXHYJICS TYHHETb...

Ha goBoibHO GOJBIIOM pacCTOSTHUM JIMHB YBUMAEN, KaK B TEMHOM BHIIIIMHE BHE3AITHO, HEM3BECTHO
KOTZla, OTKPBIJICSI HEBUAUMBIN ITPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIN TYHHEIb.

Y cpa3sy ke OrpOMHbIM MaTepPUHCKUIM KOpaliib, IOKPHITEIM CBUPENBIMY Y30paMu I[BeTa PKABYUHEL C
IyPIYPHO-KPACHLIM OTTEHKOM, CJIOBHO MaTepPHaIN30BaJICS U3 HUOTKYIa Hal KOCMOIIOPTOM,
BHE3aITHO BO3HUKHYB B I10JIe 3PEHHUS BCEX IMPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX!

JIVHBb HEBOJILHO BBICOKO 3aIIPOKHUHYJ TOJIOBY.

I'MraHTCKUM MaTEPUHCKUY KOpaO/Ib HAaBUC Ha[ HUMM, TOTOBLIM IIOTJIOTUTH BCEX IIOM CBOEH TeHbI0! —
9TOT MaTepHUHCKHUI KOpabib OBl faxke 60Jbllle, YeM TOT, UTO IpuHafexan JInHio u Xpo3y!

OrpoMHBIN, BUJABIINY BUILI 06JTMK MaTEPUHCKOTO KOpabiisi, 9T NMOTPENAHHbIE ¥ CBUPETIBIE CIIe[IbI
CBUMIETEILCTBOBAJIM O TIEPEKUTHIX UM OMTBAX U OMACHHIX MyTEIIECTBUAX... BO3MOXKHO, ©3-3a
TIPOKUTHIX JIET OH U3JTy4asl He3HAKOMOE U OIIaCHOE OILIyIIeHNe, KOTOPOe MOYyBCTBOBa JIUHb.

Bcé 3To roBOpUII0 UM, YTO 3TO OBIT MAaTEPUHCKUHN KOPabIb, IIPOIIeInii 6eCYnCIeHHbIe
Iy TeLIeCTBUS.

Tem BpemeHeM Tao Hockl yke pagoCcTHO pa3MaxuBasia PyKou. [laxe eciiy JIIONU Ha aBUAHOCLE He
00513aTeIbHO MOTJI BUIETH €€ B3MaX, €€ BEIPaKeHHEe 0CTABaIOCh PANOCTHHIM U OKUBIIEHHBIM.

JIuHb IIPOaOoJIZKaJl CMOTPETE BBEPX U HE MOT HE TIOOEJIUTHCA C XbI030M:
— BRITTIIOUT O4YEHBb BHYIIUTEJIBHO...

Emy maxe craso mio00mBITHO, Kakue niofu Obimu B KoMaHae Tao Hocwl. 2Kanb, 4To y HUX, ITOX0XKe, He
OBLII0O BPEMEHH ITO0OIIATHCS.

Ha Bompoc mo6onsiTcTBy0MEero JInusa Tao Hockl ¢ ynbiOKoit 0TBEeTHIA:
— Mou fBa 3aMeCTUTeNST — 9TO MOU [IBE TOYEPH.

— OHH yKe BEIPOCTTH B IIPEKPACHKIX KpacaBull, — MoBeCcTBOBana Tao Hockl, 6yaTo XKamysch, HO Ha
CaMOM JieJie C TOPIOCTHIO.

[TouecaB royioBy, OHa C focanoi mobaBuia:

— B Mo0é€ oTcyTcTBHE BCe mena OBl MOPYYeHHBl UM... JX, 51 cbexkasa ogHa, OCTaBUB (JIOT UM.
HaBepHoe, Korfia BEPHYCh, MEHS €I[é HEMHOTO IIOPYyTaloT. [JelCTBUTEIHbHO OECITOKOUT. .

JIuHb cryiaj, KMBasi, U B [yllle BTaliHe OTMeYasl, YTO 9T0, HaBEpHOe, He 6eCIIOKOMCTBO, a



CcBoeoOpa3HOe XBaCTOBCTBO:
— M-na...

Bue3anHo, yepe3 ceKyHTy, JIMHB, yCNIHIIAB IPOCKOYUBIINE MUMO ylIel cI0Ba, OyATO ouHyIcs. UTo
OH TOJIBKO YTO YCIIbIIIam?

JIUHB TIOTPSICEH:
— II-oBe mouepu?!

OH ocTonbeHen, TYT ke BITISAHYI Ha Xbi03a, HO XbI03 TOXKE [T0Ka3aJsl, YTO He B Kypce. 3pauku JIuHsS
IIPOOJIKAJIK TPSCTUCH OT I1I0KA, ¥ OH C U3yMJIeHHeM ycTaBuics Ha Tao Hockwr.

Tao Hochl emié 1 Hapo4YHO KOKETIUBO CIIPOCHIA:
— Yro? YouBnén?
YBumes, uTo JIMHb BIaj B CTYIOP, OHA, HAKOHEIl, HACMESBIIIKChH, CHOBA MaxHYyJla PYKOH U 00bsICHUIA:

— Illyuy! Ha camoM fenie MOMX OBYX JoYepei s ymouepuia, KOTma MHe OBIIO BoceMHaAaTh. MHaue
pa3Be Mora Ovl ST B TAKOM MOJIOJIOM BO3PaCTe POOUTH ABYX HOoUepei!

3aTem Tao Hocrwl cHOBa cTaja Msarde:
— OpmHaKoO A/ MeHS OHU — MOU HaCTOSIIMe POJHbIE JOYepH.

YcnriaB 3T0, MTOTPSICEHHBIN JIMHL HAKOHEI] IPUIIEN B ce0s ¥ MBICJIEHHO B3IOXHYJ C 00/IerYeHUEM.
OH u myMaj, 4To He MOXKEeT IpefcTaBuTh Tao Hockl B ponu MaTepu. JIUHB BCE ellé He MOT
CBLIKHYTBCSI, OH 3aIlyMYHUBO MOAIHPAJ M0I00POI0K, pasrisaasiBast Tao HoCk ¢ HOT 10 TOIOBHI,
TIOJIHBIM COMHEHHUH.

— Pa3Be 3T0 Tak cTpaHHO? — Bups, uro JIueb u X603 BCE eIré mpeOrBaioT B 10Ke, Tao Hockl
9HEPruyYHO MOTpelaja UX 110 ToJIoBaM M paccMesiiacb. — K ToMy Ke, MOUM ABYM J0YepsM yXKe 3a
IBadIaTh, OHM HEMHOTO cTapiie Bac! [TpocTo MHOT{Ia OHKM HEMHOTO... OyHHEIE. ..
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