[OmuHOKMY Xb103: ... KaK-TO mazxke HEMHOI'O TPYCTHO.]

JIVHH Halllell HOBRIX TOBapuIIel mo KkoMange. OH COPEBHOBAJICS C CEMbIO TYPUCTAMU Ha OMHOM apeHe.
B BUpTyanbHOU peanbHOCTH UT'PH JIUHH elrle ¥ 66CHOBATO CTPEJISiI 110 BCEMY IIOJTI0, X0X04a, KaK
TICUX, ¥ TOHSISICh 3@ BCEMU TOMPS.

[XM? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 3TO XK€ BUpPTyaJbHast UTpa, — MBICTIEHHO OopMoTas JIuHH Xbi03y. — KoHeuHo,
HY2KHO BBITBOPSTH BCE, 4TO B3OpeneT B rojioBy! CumeTh CMUPHO — Kakasi B 3TOM PafoCTh!]

B KoHIIe KOHIIOB JIMHH TaK Pa30LIesICs, YTO OTCTPENUICS [0 TOTO, UTO MUCTOJIET B30PBAJICS, ¥ OH CaM
ce0st TTOICTPEeNHUII.

[JTuHH: ...]

XbI03 POBHEIM TOHOM ITPOU3HEC:

— Ia, ThI pa3oiencs. [1oBoneH?

[A st pap.]

[JTuuH, He cmupuBIIKCE: Eme payHn!]

C Tex mop Kak JIMHH 3HAYUTEIHbHO YCUJIMIICS, OH 0COOEHHO 3afupa XBOCT, BaXKHUYAI U OySTHUI.
IlBa 4aca crycT4.

XbI03 MOJTYa CMOTpPEI Ha Hero cOoKy. JIMHH MeIJIeHHO TIOBEPHYJICS.

OH yIenuIIcs, He XeJasl yXOOUTh, U XOTeJ ellle MourpaTh. CTPOS MUIYIO POKUIY, OH TIOMHSI OOUH
masels:

— Eme pa3ok mourpai? ToNbKO OOUH pa3?

Xb103 MeIEHHO IPOTSIHYI PyKY... M Ta pe3ko menkHyna o a0y JiuaHa! JIMHH BCKPUKHYJ, ObLI TYT
JKe cxBadeH XbI030M 3a IIeio ¥, 00pMoYa 4YTO-TO HEBHSITHOE, IIOTAIeH TPOYb.

ITocne Toro Kak JIuHH CITYCTHUIJI Ha B€TE€p MUJIIINOH, OHM HAKOHEI BEIIIIIXA U3 IIOO3E€MHOI'0 UTPOBOT'O
dBTOMAT-Ka3WHO.

Cettuac JIuHH BCe ellle BUCeN Ha Xbl03e, LEIIASACh U He XKejasd yXOOUTh:

[4 ele He Haurparscs, y Hac Ke MHOT'O MUJIJIMOHOB, HUYEro CTPAILIHOI0, eCJIU IPOUrpaiu...] — OH
O6opMoTas, HauaB B IIOJIHOM Mepe MPOSBIIATh IOMyTraliCKyi0 OOITINBOCTE.

BresamnHo xkuBoT JInHHA IIpemaTenbCKu 3aypyan: [['yppppp—I]
Ha cekyHmay Bollapuiach TUIIKHA.

Xb103 TIOBEPHYJI I'0JIOBY, €T0 I0A00POIOK MOYTH KOCHYJICS HEXKHOM IeKu JIMHHA, pUXKaBIIeNCcs K
HEMY.

OH noMenua U CIPOCHUIT:

— HakoHeu-To nporojogancs?



JIuHH 3amyMarcs, IoTep XKUBOT U CKa3al:
— TouHo, g ronopeH... ITopa moobemaTs!

JIMHH TyT ke BBIKUHYJI UTPOBEIE @BTOMATHI U3 I'OJIOBHL. B UTPHl MOXKHO CHIIpaTh U B CJIEAYIOLUIUH pa3, a
cenyac Jydlle I0ecCTb.

XpI03 ITOTPETa ero o Makyurke. TUMMYHBIN HeGIarogapHbIi.
[JTurn mpobopmoTan: YeM ke s HeOmaromapHbIi? ]
MuHyT Yepe3 JecsiTh OHM CHOBA OKA3aJIUCh V¥ TOTO KPYyTriioro GoHTaHa.

Teneps JIuHH mtoxHyICS ¥ 6acceriHa GoHTaHa, 6€33a00THO OTKYCHIBAs TOJIBKO YTO KYIJIEHHEIN X71€0,
¥ 3a0HO 06Cyzkaan ¢ Xpi030M, Kyfa Obl TOUTH IIOECTh KaK CJIEeNyeT.

[TpucnoHuBIMKCH K XbIO3Y, OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK V¥ HETO B KapMaHe 3aBUOPUPOBA ONTUYECKUN
KOMIBIOTED. [TocTas, IOCMOTpPET.

VIMeHHO B 9TO CIIOKOMHOE BpeMsl HaKOHel[ Tpuino coobuienue oT Tao Hockl.
[— o, mo6poe yTpo! — 6oiikuit ronoc Tao Hockl Ipo3Bydas depes CBA3b.]

W B 3TOT XK€ MOMEHT CYIIIeCTBO C YePHBIMU KPBIUTbSIMY TPU3EMIIAIIOCH PSIIOM C JIMHHOM, BCETO B
MeTpe OT HeTO.

OHO CKJIOHMIIO T'OJIOBY Ha0OK U IIPUCTAJIBHO PA3rIdgbIiBaio JluHHa KPOBABO-KPACHBEIMU T'JIa3dMH.

Ta camas «TrOpoACKas ITIOMO€YHad IITUIa» B YCTaX ITPOXOXKUX. HeaGOpI/IFeHHbIIZ MHBA3UBHLIN BHU[, C
NCCHUHA-YEePHBIM OII€PEHNEM, KPDEIIKUMU IIaJIbIlaMM, U TOJIEKO XBOCT U II€PhA Ha KPEIJIIbAX OBLIIH SAPKO-
KPAaCHBIMHA — SBOJ'IIOLII/IOHI/IpOBaBLHI/Iﬁ XUITHBIN nonyraﬂ.

ITo CPABHEHHUIO C MUPDHBIMHU IIOIIYTadMU HprioTer, K/I10B XUIITHOTO IIomyrad OnL1 O0JTEE OCTPEIM U
YOJIWUHEHHEBIM, YTO IIPHUOaBaJI0 €My BU IIPUPOXKAEHHOI'O 37101 €es.

JIVHH CNymIasn coobIeHne 1 JIUIs O0KOBEIM 3PeHHEM IIOT/IsAeN Ha MoyTas, He oOpaias Ha Hero
0Cc000ro BHUMAHU.

OH cka3an Tao Hocwr:
— Haxkonen-to BCIOMHIMJIA 0 Hac?

B cBsI3u MOHECTIOCH LIUIIeHKe TIOMEX, 3aTeM I'POXO0T, 3BYK JIa3ePHEIX 3aJlI0B, YTO-TO Pa3buBaloIeecs,
a TIOTOM TPECK ITyJIEMETHOU OYepemH.

9TOT myM 3acTaBujl JIuHHA HaCTOPOXKUTHCSA. OH B3T/IAHYJ Ha Xbi03a, OHU NEPETIISHYIIUCH.
Tonbko Torga JIMHH NpUONMU3UIICS K CBSI3U, KPUBS T'yObl, CIIPOCHIT:
— YT0 TH TAM Heaemnb?

[— A, — Tao Hochl ouHyacek 1 0To3Basnack. [IoCbIIanuCh IIary, 3aTeM, CyAs 10 3BYKY, OHa
IIOIIpaBujIa YCTPOKMCTBO CBA3M, U HAaKOHEI] CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJa:



— Huuero, Bce B nopspke, HY Kak? f1 MpUKUHYJIA [0 BpeMEHH, BHl, HABEPHOE, YK€ MTPUEeXaiud, BECEJI0
TIPOBOJUTE BpeMs?]

— Hy, Bpoze Hemnoxo... — cka3an JIMHH. — O-3, TaK 4TO HaM BOOOIIe 3[eCh HYyXKHO [eJaTh?
HaBepHsiKa He [J1 pa3BlIeYEHUN XKe.

[— He Topomuch Tak, — MOCTBIIIAIKCh 3BYKH, OyaTO Tao HOoCHl UTO-TO Taluia, BEPOSTHO, YTO-TO
yeoBeKonono6Hoe. JIMHH PEIInI, YTO OHA, BUAMMO, 3aHUMAETCS 3aYMCTKOM. |

[JTunH: ... HyBCTBYIO, TH Hac OpocHiia ¥ yKe camMa BOBCIO TBOPHIIIh KaK1e-TO MMaKOCTH. |
Emy cTano HeMHOT0 00UIHO.

[[ToueMy ke Hac ¢ coboi He B3sa!]

Css35n ¢ Tao Hocwl, Ka3anoch, OblIa IIJI0X0H, CIILIIIAJIOCEH IUIIeHNe:

[— IeTsM He CTOUT CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO CITpAIlliBaTh, Y MEHS U CBOsS paboTa ecTh.]

YcnbiaB 970, JIMHH QEIPKHYJI, CHOBa B3TJITHY Ha Xbi03a, UCKYIIas ero IPOoJie3Th 110 IIPOBOAY U
IIOCMOTPETE.

[XM... IpOJIe3Th 0 IPOBOAY — 3TO TOIBKO XbI03 CMOXKET, HAaBEPHOE. |
XbI03 NTUIIb MOJTYa CMOTpPeEN Ha JIuHHa B 0TBeT. OH He XOTeJI 3TOT0 [IeaTh.
Tao Hochl Mexny TeM CKa3aia:

[— B HecmsimmeM ropope, HaBepHOe, yKe TIOUTH NOJIAeHb, 12 yacoB? YepT, y MeHs 37ieCh BpeMs He
OTIPEeNeNINTE. |

3HayuT, OHa Oblla B MecTe, I'le He BUHO Heba, BePOSITHO, BHYTPU FOPOMCKOTO 3MaHUS UJTU MOf
3eMJiel.

JIMHH JIETrKO MOT 3TO OIpPEdeNuTh.

— Ila, CKOpPO MOJNaeHb... — CKa3all OH.

TyT JIUHH TOXKe TIOTHS TOJIOBY ¥ B3TJISIHYJ Ha ITOCTENEHHO TeMHelollee Hebo.

Ceiiuac OBIIIO TOTBKO OKOJIO TIOJTyIHS.

A ue60 BOpYT OBICTPO MIOTEMHENO, CTPAHHLIM 00pa30M IIpeBpalasich B HOYb.

Ha rnasax He60, CJTOBHO TeaTpasbHBIN 3aHaBeC, OBICTPO OKPALINBAIOCH B YEPHHIH IIBET.

— OT0 4YTO, HOXOb cobupaeTcs? — TUxo nmpodopmoTas JIMHH.

XbI03 B3TJIIHYJ Ha JIMHHA, HO He CTaJjl IpephiBaTh pa3roBOp 10 CBS3H, JIUIIh CIIOKOKMHO CIIyIIall.
Tao Hochl cka3zana:

[— Doxkpb...? HeT, mMpoCTO 3TOT rOPOA TaKoi... — ee CBSI3b MO-IIpexkHeMy Oblla IIJI0X0HM, CJTI0Ba
IIPEPHIBAIUCH U ObIIM HEPA30OPUYUBHL |



Y kpyrnoro ¢poHTaHa.
YepHBIN XUITHBIN [TOTyTail CEMEeHMI MEJIKMMU I1aXKKaMy, IIPOXaXKuBasich PAOOM C JINHHOM.

OH OygTo HEeB3HaYal MefJIeHHO NMPUOINKAICS K HAM, eT0 ajible Tla3a IPHUCTalbHO pasTiisaabBain
JIlunHa.

... A He IIOTOMY JiH, 4YTO IIOIIyTan O6H8.)18.IOT CTalHBIM UHCTUHKTOM, HO 3a BpeMs 3TOro KpaTKoro
Pa3roBopa JluHHa IIPUJIETEIIO elle HECKOJIbKO YEPHEIX TIOIIyTaeB.

Bre3amH0 Xbi03 TOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY U B3TJISSHYJI HA TOTO YEPHOT'O XUIIHOTO IIOMyTas.
B aTtoT MmomeHT JIuHH Bce ere OBITT cocpemoToYeH Ha 60nToBHE ¢ Tao Hockr.

Ho psimom ¢ JIuaHOM, Y Kpas poHTaHa, KaKKe-TO AUKNE U HEBEXKJIMBbIE XUIIHEIE MTOMyTan MOTHSIN
KPHUK!

OHu 6ecnopsAIoYHO 3axXJI0NaNy KPEUIbIMU. JINHH HHCTUHKTUBHO OTKJIOHUJICS, OCTPHIM KJTIOB elBa He
3afien1 KOXKy rojioBH JIMHHA, YyTh He yOApUB ero 1o JIoy!

Ou ucnyrarscs. JINHH OTBJIEKCSI OT CBSI3U, 0OEPHYJICS.

U TyT oH 00HApYXKUJI, YTO BOKPYT HETo cobpasach Iefias Kyda YepHBIX MOMyTaeB.

[Tapa aneIxX rjaa3 cBeTUIACh B TEMHOTE, YCTaBUBIIKUCE IPIMO Ha JIMHHAE, a He Ha Xblo3a.
JIMHH CMOTpEJ Ha HeBeCTh OTKYa B3SIBIIMXCS YEPHBIX IIOIIyraeB, YCTaBUBIIUXCS Ha HETO:
[?]

Tao Hochl Bce ellle roBopuiia UM:

[— JlagHO, MafiHO, TaK BBl y2K€ OCBOMJIMCH B 3TOM TOpofie? — B 9THX CJI0BaX, Ka3ayock, ObIT KAKOK-TO
CKPBITHIN CMBICII. ]

JIMHH He cpa3y OTBETUJI, IOTOMY YTO HEBEXKJIMBbIe HE3HAKOMBIE IIOMyTral BOKPYT HEro Havyasu
OeiCcTBOBATH!

Co CKOpPOCTBIO MOJIHMY OHH, XJIOAs KPLUTbSIMHU, OPOCUIIMCEH Ha Hero!
JIMHH CMOTpEN Ha HajleTalolye YepHble KPhUIbS, 3aKPHIBAIOIMe JINII0, U He Ha IIYTKY Iepenyraics.
YTo oHM AenaioT? XOTAT MOAPaThCcsI?

[— Kap! — T[Tomyraii-xymuraH KiIOHYJ PSAOM C PyKo# JIMHHA, YXBaTHUIT BAJISIBUIUNCS PSIOM XIe0 u
IEePHYI U30 BCex cun!]

[3aBnameB mobriuedt, cxBaTun u yoexan!]
Tonpko Torga JIMHH OMOMHUJICS U 00HAPYKUII, UTO ero x1ed yKpau.

Y BOT, KaK TOJIBKO MEPBHIH XyIUTaH-XUIIHBEIN MOMyTall COBEPIINIT OrpabieHue, IOg0CIeNl BTOPOH,
TOXKE C HETEepPIEeHWEeM BHIXBATHUB KYyCOK xj1e0a, a 3aTeM OpOCHUIICs U TpeTuw!

Oppa nonyraeB-Xy/IUTraHOB, €CTECTBEHHO, He XKejlajla 0TcTaBaTh. OHU I'yCTOU TOJIIIOM, YePHOU Maccou



HakpeUIM JIMHHA C TOJI0BOX.
JIMHH ucIyTancs U MOCIeIIHo IpuXkancs K Xbio3y:
[2?277]

— 9ta 68.H,E[a rpaGHTeneﬁ—nonyraeB He TOJIBKO XJIOIIaJIa KPBIJIbAMHU €My I10 JIUITY, HO B BBEITATHBAJld
JIAIIKH, IIBITASACh JIATHYTH €r0 II0 (1)H3I/IOHOMI/II/I!

BoT ke cBooYM OTHUIIH!
A JIVHH He CONPOTUBIIAJICS, IIOTOMY YTO BHE3allHO BCIIOMHUJI: 3aKOHBI 3TOI'0 TOPOa, KaXkeTCs,

3allpeany JJOBUTh «K JUKUX 2KUBOTHBIX».
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