Bait Y mouyBCTBOBAs IeTKoe OECIIOKOKCTBO, AyMasi, He MPOOO0JITACS JIX OH BYepa HOuUbi0. OH
YCITOKOHMJI Cep/Ile ¥ OCTOPOXKHO MOMBITAJICS BLIOPAThCS U3 MOCTENTH.

OH peIu, 9YTO eCy KHS3b CeBepo-3amaga CIIPOCHUT, OH IIPOCTO BCE OTPHIIAET.

OTa MBIC/Ib 3aCTaBUjIa €ro YNbIOHYThCS. OH, DeHUKC, HAyUUIICS XUTPUTh.

970 Bce u3-3a Taore!

Bait U Bopyr BCIIOMHUJI IHU, TpoBefieHHbIe ¢ TaoTe Ha [leBsitu Hebecax, 1 ero meku cierka
IIOKPaCHEeJIH.

— O ueM TH AyMaelIb?

Pyku BHe3amHo OOHSIIN ero TaJuio ¥ IOTSHY/IM BHU3, Tak 4TO bait M okasascs mpuxkart K KHS310
ceBepo-3amaja, Kak cuaMcKue OJIu3Hels.

Ero nuno, IIOKPLITOE MIPpAMadMH, OBLIIO CIIerKa YJ'ILI6‘-II/IBBIM, 1 OH CMOTpeJ IIPAMO Ha Bau HU:

— O ueM THI fyMaelb? Tl BULIEI MEHS BO CHE BUuepa HOYbIO?

Baii Y, Bugs ero mojHbIe HEXKHOCTH I'JIa3a, IIOYYBCTBOBAII cebs1 HeJIOBKO U ITOMBITAJICS OTOOBUHYTHECA,
HO HEOOOLEHUJI CUIIy KHA3M. OH OBII 3aXKaT, KaK B TUCKaX, U He MOI' IBUT'aTbCs.

OH MOT TOJIBKO IMPUAKATBECA K €0 I'PYAH, TAXKEJIO ObIIIa.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeMsT OH MEMIJIEHHO CKa3ai:

—4d OyMaill O TOM, YTO MEL 6yx[eM €CThb Ha 3aBTpPakK.

OH cpenan nay3y u noOaBUI:

— U 1 06pI9HO He BUXKY CHOB. CerofHs ele paHo, mouemy 6 Tebe He MOCIaTh ere?

Crooanb Jle TuX0 3aCMeSICS, ero OhIXaHue CMEeIIMBaloch ¢ apixaHueM bay W, co3maBasi cTpaHHOE
yyBCTBO Onu3ocTu. bait M xoTen mocMOTpeTh Ha HETO, HO ero MOJI0XKeHNe He MTO3BOJISIIIO JIETKO
IIOAHSTH TOJIOBY, IIO39TOMY OH CHAJICH.

Ou nexarn Ha rpynu Cioansb Jle, 9yBCTBYs ce0ss HEMHOT'O 0€CITOMOIIIHBIM.



Brezamnuo oH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK I'DYOb Croans Jle cnerka AOPOTHYyJIa, X yCIIBIIIAJI €ro CJIOBa:

— Buepairunee noxmesnbe gano o cebe 3HaTh. [0BOPST, Ha CIIeAyIOMIKY qeHb JTy4Ille eCTh YTO-TO
JIeTKoe...

Bait Y cnyman ero, gymas: «4To OH X04eT CKa3aTh? Heyxkenu oH OelCTBUTEIBHO 00CYXKIAET, YTO
JIyd1llle eCThb II0CJIe IIOXMEJIbs?»

9TO IEeNCTBUTENBHO OBINT 2KECTOKMH KHSI3b CeBepo-3amaya’?

bau U onyctun ria3a, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBa, HO YK€ Havasl COMHEBAThCS B PEaIbHOCTU KHSA34.

‘{epe3 HEKOTOpO€ BpeMs OH yCIIbIIIAJI, KaK TOH CroaHb Jle u3aMeHuUnC:

— Mory nu s cerogHs nomnpo6oBaTh Kally, IPUTOTOBIIEHHY0 TOOOM ?

HO‘-IeMy-TO, YCIIBIIIIAB CJIOBO «2K€Ha», bain 1 ITOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE€ BOJTHEHUE, 9YTh HE
COI'JTaCHUBIIHCE...

Ho oH TOnBKO CcKa3zal:

— BrnaropopHbIi MyK He ITOAXOOUT K KyxHe. Eciu T Xo4elns Katu, s mompoiry CsH Col
IIPUTOTOBUTS €e€.

Ecnu Ov1 0H ObIn 60J1€€ KAITPU3HBIM, BO3MOXKHO, CMOT OBl OXJIaIUTh CEPIle KHS35T CEBEPO-3alaja.

Croans Jle cHOBa yNBIOHYICS:

— Torpma st IPUTOTOBITIO €€ OJist Te0S, @ T IPOCTO ITOMOXKEIID, JIATHO?

OH Ob11 611aropogHbIM MyKeM, a CioaHb Jle — HeT.

Wuorma OBITH 6J'Ial"0p0JIHI:>IM MYZKEM HE€ TaK IMPUATHO, KaK OBLITH OOBIYHBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

bau 1 He cMmor oTka3aTh. CioaHb Jle ToOBOPUI TaK CMUPEHHO, CJIOBHO IIOJIOKKII CBOE CEPAIIE K €To
HoraM. OH MOT He CMOTPEeTh Ha HEro, HO He MOT HaCTyIIUTh Ha HETO.

Croans Jle roToBuU Kally ¢ JerkKocThio, bait Y ToIbKO mofgaBas eMy UHTPEOUEHTHI, HO KHA3b
y7nbeI0ancs, CJIOBHO IIOIYYUI OTPOMHYIO Harpany.



Bait I cMoTpen Ha Hero, 4YyBCTBYS JIETKYIO OPOXKb B cepalle. [IoueMy OH TaK XOPOIIO K HEMY
OTHOCUTCS?

OH cKa3an «HeT», ¥ OH COTJIaCHUIICS.

HenictBuTenbHO mu CroaHb Jle BMoOIeH B TpeThero ChiHa baii?

OH omyCTHI PeCHULII, He XkKeJlas 00Jblile oyMaTh 00 3TOM...

[Tpomno mecTts gHeH, ¥ bait Yxk3H Havan HepBHUYaTh. OH yacTo npuxonun B [lom Be3zaboTHOCTH,
YTOOBI CIIPOCUTD O TIJIaHAX.

Bce aTo BpeMsi OHHU 663I[eI;ICTBOBaJ'[I/L XOTS COJIOATHI YK€ OBILTIM TOTOBEL K aTake, HO 6e3 IIPpUKa3a OHU
MOTJIX TOJIBKO XKOAaThb.

— Tei 3Haeb, 4To 00€BOI OyX — 3TO I'JIaBHOE B BoMHe? TaKoil 3aTSIKKOM MBI IOTEPSIEM BeCh AyX. f
3Hal0, YTO TeHepas CaymaeT Te6si, HO YTO THI 3afyMa?

Ha camowm pene, Bait Yk9H X0Ten cIpocuTh: «Thl BOOOIIE TOHUMAEITh, KaK BECTH BOUHY?!»

Ia, Bait M He moHuMar. Ero equHCTBEHHOMH 11e71b10 ObII0 TocamuTh CloaHb Jle Ha TPOH C
MUHUMAaJIbHBIMY MOTEPSIMU U TIOMMaTh TaoTe.

[Tocne aToro Bce OBIIO OB 3aBEPIIEHO.

Kakas Pa3HHIla, BEIMTPAT OHU UK l'IpOI/Il"paIOT?

Ha ero nuile mosiBuiach jerkas ynbi0Ka, HO OH He 3HaJI, KakK 00bSICHUTh 9TO CBOEMY CTaplieMmy Gparty.
Ho Bckope momoIirs npuiinia!

Conpat BopBasics B [lom be3zaboTHOCTH, Kpuya:

— Kusa3p, kHg3b! MHOXKECTBO TI0fel XO0TSAT BOUTH B ropof Jlo...

OH 3apgwIxascs, TOBOps, Tak Kak 6exaj CIULIIKOM GBICTPO.

Bait Y moHs, 4TO 9T JIOOYU IPUIIIHA U3 CTOJIMITE, HO COMIIAThI OIlacaiCh, YTO 3TO
3aMaCKUpPOBaHHbLIE BOMCKA UMIIEPATOPa, II03TOMY He IyCKaJlk HX.

— Kus34 31ech HeT, BIYCTUTE UX, a I Co001Ty eMy, — CKa3aJ OH, a 3aTeM J06aBuI:



— CKaxuTe BCEM od)nuepaM IIOATOTOBUTH BOMCKa. Cel"OJIHﬂ B€4YEPOM MEI BBIIBUTAEMCS!

Cornpat 3acThIT Ha MECTe, OTJISIelICs, He YBUOEeN KHS351 CeBepo-3amazia ¥ HeOX0THO YIIIel.

Bat YUxkaH OblT yOUBJIEH, YYBCTBYS, YTO €T0 MIAAIIUN OpaT JeiCTBUTENBHO CIULIKOM cMes. OH
CXBATUJI €TO 3@ PYKY:

— Tol ¢ yma comen?! [laxe ecny CIEMINITh, HeNTb35 TaK TOPONUThLCS! CerogHs Be4epoM Th
OTIIPaBIISEIIb CONOaT Ha CMepPTh?!

Bait M ObI1 B OTYasTHUM OT CBOEro Opara:

— Pa3Be THI He TOBOPHII, UTO 60EBOM AyX HEb3s TepsATh? CerogHs Be4epoM MH Kak pas3 MogHIMEM
ero!

Bopyr B camy pa3ganuch amnogucMeHnTsl. O0a mocMoTpenu Tyna, 1 bait M yneibHynCs.

— Th IIpaB, 2K€Ha, — Pa3aaJICA r'oJioC.

Bait U He oxupgan, 4To KOHGIUKT B CTOJNKIlE 000CTPUTCS TaK OBICTPO. YCIIBIIIAB OT JIIOfIEeH, YTO [IBe
CTOPOHBHI y2Ke BCTYIUIIX B 001, OH ClerKa MOfHSJ OpoBb, AyMasi, 4TO TaoTe CIUIIKOM HETEPIIEIUB.

On ayMall, 4TO OH GYJIGT OEelCTBOBaTh OCTOPOXKHO, HO, ITI0X0XKE, ero JKeCTOKOCTh B3sJia BEPX.

Torpa nyyie BepHyTh ero Ha He6o BecopMeHHOCTH, UTOOH OH HE IPUHOCUII Bpefia MUPY.

I/IMnepaTop [EeiCTBOBAJI HE TOJIBKO U3-3a XKECTOKOCTU TaoTe, XOTS 3TO TaKXKe CBIT'PAJIo POJIb.

On CUugei B ‘{epTore HHHBKYHB, XOJIOOHO CMOTPS Ha 4Y€JIOBEKa Iepen HUM, U BOPYyT YJ'IBIGHYHCH:

— Taxk THI X0Tesa yOUTh MeHS?

KeH1uHa, CBI3aHHAs PyKaMu U yoepKuBaeMas JByMs OXpaHHMKaMHM, XOJIIOIHO IIOCMOTpeta Ha LluH
Cs:

— Ecnu oHa MOXKeT IpefiaTh MEHS, TO MOXKeT U 00MaHyTh Te0s. IMIepaTop, CIyCTs CTOIBLKO JIET, ThI
BCe ellle HauBeH.

OHa [maBHO IOTEPSIA 3TO KaYeCTBO, HO KOTHA-TO BeIOpaja MMIIepaTopa, CPABHUB ero Gyayiiee ¢
OymyuruM KHsi3s1 [lyaHb.



Ho MCKpeHHOCTh MMITepaTopa KOTIa-To JedCTBUTEIbHO TPOHYIA ee.

XO0Ts ceryac 3TO yKe UCYe3sJIo.

MMmepaTop HaXMypHUIICs, He TIOHKMasI, YTO OHA UMeJia B BUIY, HO 9TO Pa303IIUJI0 0.

— Tel BCe ellle Hafieelbes, YTo KHA3b [yaHb craceT Teb6s? Thl 3HAeIlb, YTO CETONHS YTPOM OH II0Har
aKT 0 KaIuTyIsAIun? — pe3Ko CKa3all OH.

OH oxwupas, 4TO OHa 3amjaadeT, HO OHa OCTanach XOJIOAHOM, JIUIIb C JIETKOW HaCMEIIKOU B riia3ax.

HWMnepatpulia He Bepusia, YTO KHA3L [lyaHb OCTABUT €e. AKT 0 KalUTYJIILIUN HU4Yero He 3HaqyuJ!

HMnepaTop, pa3bsapeHHBIN, CKa3al:

— Ecnu He Bepuilib, IONUOEM CO MHOM!

OH He [asn ef BpeMeHH 0TKA3aThCs, CXBATUJI €€ 3a PYKY U IOTAIIMII 3a COOO0M.

— TsI He ToNIBKO 00JIEH CEPAIEM, THI COLIEN C yMa! — KPUKHYJIa OHa.

HMnepaTop cmesncs:

— 4l comen ¢ yMa 4 OTIIPaBiIOCh B af? A ThI? Thl OTIIPaBULILCS TyAa CO MHOU!

WmnepaTtpuiia cTucHysa 3yOwl ¥ 60JIbllle HUYEro He CKa3asa.
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