Croassb Jle poBest OOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh XKU3HU TaKUM 00pa30M, U Tenepb yOUKWCTBO C TOMOIIBI0 Meda U
CTpeJIbl, Ka3aJIoCh, CTAJI0 AJIS HEero pa3BjiedeHueM. M oH He cuuTas, 4YTo yOUNCTBO OOHOTO
MaJIeHbKOT'0 €BHyXa — 3TO 3710ynoTpebieHue.

— HOTOMy 4YTO MHE 3TO HE HPABUTC.

Croanb Jle oxuparn, 4uTto bat Y cKaxeT 4TO-TO BPOME «THI IOIKEH ObITh UMIIEPATOPOM U HE
3710yTIOTPE6 AT BIACThi0», HO YCIIBIIIAB 3Ty MIPOCTYIO U MPSIMYI0 IPUYNHY, OH Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep.
3aTeM OH YJIBIOHYJICS, IPU3HaBas, YTO 9Ta IPUYKHA e CTBUTEIHbHO BaXkKHa.

— Xopor1uo, ecnu Tebe He HPABUTCS, 5 He OYOY 310yIOTPEOIATh.

[To KpaliHel Mepe, TTOKa OH B MOJIe 3PEHUS.

3a mBephio pa3mancs cTyk, u CsH Col, KoTopyio CioaHb Jle goBen [0 3yOHOT0 CKpexkeTa, IOCIeIIa
OTKpPBITh. CTapell Tao 3arisgHyl BHYTPb U CIIPOCHUIT:
— T'ociopuH ele He yuien?

Csau Col nokavasa ronood. OHa yxKe IbITarach YTOBOPUTH UX, HO OHU IIPOCTO CMOTPENIN B OKHO, HE
pednpuHuMasl HUKaKuX JeMCTBUY, ¥ OHa He 3Halla, YTO OHM 3afyMallu.

Crapell IOYyBCTBOBAJI T'OJIOBHYIO 00JIb, TJIS[IS Ha HUX, ¥ BHE3AMMHO BCIIOMHUJI, KaK TPOE CHIHOBEH
cembu Ball Ha apeHe pacCKa3bIBajid O CBOUX APYXKECKHX OTHOIIEHUSIX C UMIIEPaTOPOM.

Heyxenmu KHs3b XKOET 30€Ch IMEHHO M3-3a 3TOT0? ITa MHICIIb II0Ka3aiach eMy abCypaHOM.

OH OBICTPO IOMOIIEN ¥ CKa3al:
— Kus3b, Tpetuii ceiH Ball, cTpaXka B MapyoBHIX XajlaTax yxke NpuOnuxkaeTtcs... Eciu MBI He yeieM u3

Topoma, CKOPO ero 3aKpoiorT...

Bai1 Y, rnsagd Ha mycTyro I1axy, ciaerka B3noxHysl. OH Hapesncs, 4To TaoTe npupmet cropa... Ho 4uto
OH CMOXET CHeNaTh, JINIIL U3[aii IOCMOTPEB Ha HET0?

OH Bce ellle He MOT ¥30aBUTHCS OT 00JIMKA TPEThero ChiHa Ball u He MPeCTaBIIsT yrPo3kl Ay TaoTe.
Ho ecnu 651 TaoTe cMOT IPUHSTH YEI0BEYECKUM 00K, OH MOT ObI TOTJIOTUTH BeCh CUBIH.

Croans Jle B3rnsaHyn Ha bau U, yBugeB, Kak TOT 3ayMYUBO CMOTPUT B OKHO, U CIIPOCHIT:

— Tl X04elsb YUTU CO MHOU cendac?



Wnu TH X04elllb XKOaTh 37IeCh HMIIEpaTOpa, HagesaCh Ha ero HpOI.T.IeHI/Ie?

Bait U, ycrnblmaB 3TU ci10Ba, 00EpHYJICS U CKa3al:

— IloupeMm, yxke mopa.

OH NOBEPHYJICS, U B €r0 JBUKEHUSIX HE 0CTaJIOCh U Clefa NpeXXHel HePeIlIuTeTbHOCTH.

Croans Jle, HaIIpOTHB, ellle pa3 B3TISHYI B OKHO, IIpeXae 4YeM MeOJeHHO MoBepHyThCa. CaH CH yxKe
Hayalla IBUTaTh UHBAJTHUIHOE KPECo...

Korpma nMnepaTop npubsI Ha MECTO, €r0 rjla3a YyTh He BHIIE3NIH U3 OPOUT, ¥ OH 3aKpHUyat:

— [Touemy MHe He fonOXUIN?!

YBumeB, 4TO BCe COMMATH y IJIaxXy jexkaT 0e3 CO3HaHUS, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CUJIbHYIO TOJIOBHYIO GO0JIb.
Ero mpIxaHue y4acTHUIIOCh, @ TYObl IIOTEMHETIH. .

WMneparpulia, TpuGHBIIas BMECTE C HMM, YBUIEB CUTYAIHIO, IOCIEIINIa YCIOKOUTh €r0, a 3aTeM
IpHrKa3ana:

— 3aKp0fITe ropogd. BospMmurte oTpAn CTpa}KefI B IIAPYOBRIX XadJIaTdX U OKPY2KUTE PE3UONECHINI0O KHA3.

B oTnmuure oT ©MIiepaTopa, OHa COXpaHsya XJIafHOKPOBHE U YBEPEHHOCTE.

Cnyra IMOCIIEITHO COT'JIaCHIICA, 4 3aTeéM OCTOPOZKHO CIIPDOCHUIT:

— Baiiie Bemu4ecTBoO, BEepHEMCs JIM MBI BO nBopeu?

HWMnepatpulla faxe He ycresa OTBeTUTh, Kak Llun Cs, pa3gpaxeHHas, pe3K0o CcKa3alla:

— Pa3Be THI He BUOUILD, YTO Y UMIIEpaTOpa CepAeYHbIi IPUCTyI?! BricTpee BO3BpalllauTeCh BO
IBOpeEL], He pa3fpaxKalTe ee BeIU4eCTBO!

HayanbHUK OXpaHBI TOCIIEIIHO U3BUHUIICS TIEPEN UMIIEPaTPHIlEH, HO 00 UMIIepaTope Jaxe He
YIIOMSIHYL... BpoyeM, OH U He MOT TOBOPUT.

HMTak, UMIlepaTOPCKUi KOPTEXK, TOIHKO YTO MPUOHLIBIIKNY Ha MECTO, YKe CIelus o0paTHo. B ropone
HavaJiCs Xaoc, ¥ 9TO CTaj0 HavayioM nepeMeH B CUBIH.

CTpaxa B ITapyoBHIX XajlaTax OBICTPO OKPYyXKUla pe3upfeHnnio kKHsa3sa CeBepo-3anasa, HO, BULS, 4YTO
TaM BCe CIIOKOWMHO, OHU Ha4any COMHeBaThCs. OfHAKO, He MTOIy4YUB IPUKa3a, OHU MOTJIU TOJIBKO
CTOATh CHApPyXkH, He IIpeANpPUHUMas JaJbHEUIINX TeCTBUMN.



WMnepaTpulla, yCIIOKauBasi UMIIEpaTopa, CKa3asa:

— Bame Benu4ecTBO, HE BOJIHYUTECH. 4 yKe IIprUKa3aia 3aKphITh TOPOL, ¥ 9TU MATEXKHUKU HE
CcMOryT y0exaTb. YCIIOKOUTECh, BOJTHEHNE BPEOHO MJIs BAIIEro 30POBB. ..

OHa HexXHO CMOTpesia Ha Hero, ee Tojioc OBII IOJI0OH 3a00TH.

I/IMr[epaTop CKBO3b 3YGBI BBIJABUII:

— Craus... Jle...

— 4 3Hamw0, pe3upeHus KHA34 CeBepo-3anafa yxKe OKpyxkKeHa CTpaxel, ¥ ropof 3akpeiT. OH He
CMOXKET YUTH...

Ha sToMm HMIIEPATPHUIla CIIETKa YJ'ILI6HYJ'IaCB, €€ U34IlTHasA PYKa JIeTJla Ha I'Pyab UMIIepaTopa, ¥ OHa
Cephe3HO CKa3alia:

— ITomoXOuTe HECKOJIBKO MHEH, MM0Ka BRI BOCCTAHOBUTECH... M Torma BaM OoJibliie He 0 ueM OymeT
0ECIIOKOUTLCS.

OHa roBOpHIIa CIIOKOWHO, ¥ UMIIEPATOP CIIeTKa Pacciabuiics, ero JhIXaHUe CTalo POBHee.

TeM BpeMeHeM KHA3b CeBepo-3anafa U ero COyTHUKY yKe IOKUHYU cTonuly CUB3Y U
HaIIPaBJISAINCh B ropof Jlo.

Bce oHu exanu Ha NOLIAASX, HE UCIIONb3Ys 3KuIaXxu. M3-3a paHHl Ha Hore CioaHsb Jle exaln BMeCTe C
ban Y.

— To, 4To THI CKa3aJ TOrha, OBLIO JIOXKEIO, ma?

Bait Y yousuics, nocmorpes Ha CroaHb Jle, ¥ ClIpoCuit:

— Twt umeens B BuAy Ha apeHe B Cagy UB...

Ia, 3To OBINIA YKCTas JI0XKb, HO eMy HYKHO OBIJIO TOHSTE, ToueMy CioaHb Jle Tak cTpaHHO cebs Bell ¢
TEeX 10pP, KaK OHU TTOKUHYJIH TOPOS.

— CKOJIBKO THI CIIBIIIAI?

Croasb Jle HaXMypUIICS U OTBETUIIL:

— ITo Toro MOMeHTa, KOTJa Thl CKa3aJl, YTO OIIMOCS B YyBCTBAX.



bai 1 KHUBHYIJI, IIOAYMaB, 9YTO OH CJIBIIIAJI TOJIEKO IIOJIOBUHY, 1 OTBETHII:

— Ilycts 910 OGymeT moxbi0. Ha camoM ferne, st HUKOTIa HEe BUIEN UMIIepaTopa.

Ho TaoTe oH MOMHUI 0YEHb XOPOIIIO.

Cettuac, ToBOps OT NHIA TPETHETO ChiHa baif, 9To OblNla YMuCTast JT0XKb.

— Yepes yeTBepTh Yaca Mul OyzmeM B Jlo, TpeTuit 6pat, mo3aboThest 0 KHsI3e! MBI ¢ oduiiepamu
TIIO¥IeM BIepel, a BBl KJUTE MOET0 CUTHajla, YTOOk 6e30I1acHO BOMTH B TOPO,.

Bait YK9H BHe3aIlTHO MOgbexall Buepen, 4YToOk faTh yKa3aHus. ETo muio ObI710 CEpbe3HbIM, a Ha
CIIMHeE JIOIIafY JiexKal MyK4YMHa B 3eJieHOM xanate. bau Y npucmMoTpencs u moHs, 4To 3T0 JIio
IOHb.

OH KUBHYI:

— Y mousn. Ho 3auem TeI B35 JIo FOHS ¢ coboii?

Beco Cap UB ocTasncs 6e3 X035iMHa, ¥ TEleph TaM, HaBepHOe, IAaPUT XaocC.

Ba#t Uk3H IOCMOTPeIT Ha YeJI0BeKa B CBOMX PyKaX ¥ HEOXKUJAHHO 3aIMHYJICS:

— Ecnu ocTaBUTH €r0 B CTOIUIIE, €TI0 MOTJIA OBl TOIIPOCUTD COJIHATHI. ..

B sToT MOMeHT 0oH BcioMHu, uTo bai U, korma [lom KaHIpepa Obu1 pa3rpabieH, ObUT CXBayeH U
Oporex B Cap MB. C Tex mop OHK He TOBOPYIIN 00 3TOM.

— ‘{epT, He 3Halo, KOro ThI o0ufes, 4To Te0s Tak HaKa3anu. JIagHo, OGCYJII/IM 9TO MMo3xke. ThH
3alIuInai KHI35, TBOM HABLIKU JOJIXKHEI IIPpUTOOUTHCA.

Cka3zas 9T0, OH IIOYTUTEINILHO IOKI0HUJICA CroaHb JIe U yCcKaKasl C OTPSIoM.

Craper Tao crmenoBar 3a nomaabio bait U, criokoiHo mpogBurasch Bruepefn. OH MOHUMaI, YTO
3aBOeBaHUEe TPOHA — 3TO HoJirasi OMTBA, U, TOCKOJILKY OH y2Ke He MOT CpPaXKaThCs, OH He Pa3hes
IIBIJIKOCTH MOJIOOBIX, OCTaBasICh CIIOKOMHEIM.

— Bnepenu Jlo, kaxkeTcs, LIyMHO...

Craper nputypuics, 6opMmoya.

ba# U Toxe mocMOTpen u cKa3an:



— IToxoxke, 3a TOPOIOM eCTh YaiHast. MoKeM OCTAHOBUTHCS TaM.

OHM He MOTJIX BOMTH B TOPOJ, HO ¥ KPYKUTh BOKPYT Ha JIOMaAsaX ObIsI0 OBl TOO3PUTENBHO. JIydIiie
OCTAHOBUTBLCS U OTIOXHYTh.

Crapen kuBHyJ, 4 CroaHb Jle cka3ai:

— XO0po1110, 0CTaHOBUMCH.

OHu HallpaBUIKCH K YalHOH, a CaH Crl, yBumeB, uTo CioaHb JIe coOMpaeTCcsi COUTH C JIOIaau, OBICTPO
CHsJIa HHBaJIMIHOE KPECJio ¥ II0CTaBUlIa ero Ha 3eMsio. OHa cobupasack IOATONKHYTE ero, Ho bait U
oTepeaun ee.

— 4 cam.

Croansb Jle YHBI6HYJ'IC5{, TJiAns BIIEpen. Tenepb, KOrma BCe CMOTPEJIA Ha HEeTrO C UCITYI'OM, 3TO HE MOTJIO
HCIIOPTUTE €ro HaCTPOEHHE.

Onu cenu 3a cTaphit cTon, a CsaH Crl HacTarWBala Ha TOM, YTOOHI CTOSTh U CIyKUTh. balt U, Buns ee
YIIOPCTBO, HE CTaJl BO3paXkKarTk.

CTapel HAJIUII BCEM Yai, HO CaM OCTaBHUJI CBOIO YAIIKY IYCTOMU, UTPast C HeH B PyKax.

— 4 cnplan, Kak 3aMecTuTenb bait ckasan, uto Te0s 6pocunu B Cap MB u3-3a TOTO, YTO TH KOT'O-TO
obumen?
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