Ecnu KHSI3b PEIInIT MOJHATh MITEX, TO 4To 6ymeT ¢ [lomoM KaHIpiepa... bail YkK3H CTUCHYT 3yOHI,
OTJIsIAeB MPUCYTCTBYIOUIMX. BUs, YTO Ha TMLIaX OCTAJIbHEIX YUTAETCSI COMHEHUE, OH MIPUHSIT
pellleHKe U, XJIONHYB 10 CTOJy, BCTaJ, CKa3as:

— Bait YK3H roToB NoiUTH Ha JTI00ble JKePTBh pafu KHg35. Ecniy g Hapymy 3To obellaHue, IyCTh CO
MHOU CIIYYUTCS TO XKe, UYTO U C ITOU YallKou!

OH cXBaTHUJI YAIIKy ¥ C CUJION IIBEIPHYJI €€ Ha 1oji. Pa3garncs 3BOHKUM 3BYK, U YalllKa pa3jeTesach
Ha MeJIKHe OCKOJIKH!

9TOT 3BYK CJIOBHO Pa30ymuil OCTAIbHEIX, B HECKOJIBKO 3aMeCTUTENeH TOXKe BCTaI, pa30uBasi CBOU
YAIIKKU ¥ KJISHSICh B BEPHOCTH. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OCTAJIOCh TOJILKO [IBOE, KOTOPEIE BCE elé
K0J1e0aJIuCh.

OpuH U3 HUX CKa3al:

— Ecnu 51 cefiuac He X04y CJIefIoBaTh 3a KHSI3eM B 3TOM MSTeXKe, YObETe JI BH MEHS 31eCh?

Bce B3rnsapb ycrpemunuch Ha Cioanb Jle. OH yKe coOupasicsi OTBETUTh, KOTHa BAPYT YCIIbILIAN IIaru
y oBepu. [TomHSB B3TJISAM, OH YBUMEN YelloBeKa B KDaCHOM U CMSATYHUII BEIpaXKeHUe JIuIla.

[Tpocuysumick, bait U o0HapyKuil, 9T0 KOMHATA IIyCTa, HO JOHOCUIMCh KaKue-TO LIyMHbIe 3ByKU. OH
TI0CJIeIOBaJl 32 HUMU U YCJIBIIAJ O BaxkHeleM coObTun — MaTexe KHa351 CeBepo-3amnana. C
YNIBIOKOM OH MeOJIEHHO MOOLIET.

— Ecnu TH He X04elllb, TH MOXKeIllb YUTH IpsMOo ceriyac. CroaHb Jle He cTtaHeT Tebs yOuBaTh, HO
UMIIEpaTop CHOelaeT 3TO 3a HeTo.

On YJ'IBI6aJ'ICH, HaKJIOHUBIIIHNCH Bnepén ¥ BHUMATEJILHO T'JIA0s1 Ha 3aMeCTUTEIIA.

— Wnu y Te6s eCTh OCTATOYHO BNUSHUS, YTOOB UMIIEPATOP HU Ha CEKYHOY HE YCOMHUIICS B Te0e?

OTH cl0Ba 3aCTaBUJIU BCeX B3APOrHyTh. Ha 10y 3amectuTens BRICTYNwI oT. Ecnu KHSI3b CeBepo-
3anaga NOgHUMET MATEX, a OH IIPOCIIYKUJI y HET0 HECKOJIBKO JIeT, pa3Be CMOXKeT OH 3aBOeBaTh
IoBepue MpHu OBope?

Haxe ecnu uMIepaTop He CTaHET IIOJ03PEBATh €r0 U ero CeMbI0, OH y2Ke He CMOXKeT IIPOABUTaThCs
1o cyx0e. MeuThl 0 BOEHHBIX IIOABUTaX CTaHYT HeCOBITOUHEIMU. BO3MOXKHO, Ty4llie Bcero OymeT
YUTHU B OTCTaBKYy.

Ho kTO cMupuTCs ¢ 3TUM?



B 9TOT MOMEHT KpaCHBIH IOHOIIIA CHOBA YIIBIOHYIICS:

— 4 He OHUMaIO, TOYEMY THI KojeOnenibcsi. CUB3#M — 3TO THUJIOE IePeBo. Y BaC eCTh BO3MOKHOCTD
TIOUTH TI0 CBETIOMY IIyTH. [IoyeMy ObI He CTaTh KOPOJIEM U HE BOUTHU B UCTOPUIO? UTO CKaXKeIIh,
resLepan?

Ero y3kwue ria3a ObITH IOTYIIPUKPLITEL, CIIOBHO Y JIUCHI, ¥ 9TO 3aCTABIISJIO JIIOMIeH 3aMUPATh.

JIumo 3aMecTUTeNs HEPHYIIOCH, ¥ OH CXKaJl YallKy repef co00ii, 3aTeM C CUJIOH HIBEIPHYT €€ Ha I0JI,
pa3buB Bopebe3ru.

— I'y llun roToB cremoBaTh 3a KHsA3eM. Eciu 51 Hapylny 3To o0elljaHue, IyCTh CO MHOM CIIYYUTCS TO
XKe, 4TO U C 9TOH YalIlIKou!

WMmepaTtpuIia paHO YTPOM MOCIIEIIHO Havyajla OOeBaThCS U PacCIIpallnBaia MaJeHbKOTO eBHYXa 0
CUTYyallUH TP JBOPE.

Buepa BeuepoM OHa oTmpaBuiack B Yepror LISHBEKYHb K UMIIEPATOPY, HO € CKa3alu, YTO OH yXKe
ymén B YepTor LluHdy, roe XKula HOBasl HAJIOKHHUIA, KOTOPas Beja ce0s TOBOIBbHO Oep3kKo. [Toka
OHA HE OCMeJTMBaJIach eMCTBOBATh OTKPHITO, HO, CYs IO MOCTIEOHUM COOBITHSIM, TTOPa OBLIO e€
OCTaHOBUTb.

OHa ToIBKO 4UTO y3HAana, 4yTo bail Y cbexar, u Oblna KpaliHe B3BOJIHOBAaHA, XeJas COOOUUTEL 00 3TOM
umMmneparopy. Ho, ctos B myctoMm YepTore LIAHBEKYHD, UMIIEpaTPULIa BOPYT IepenyMaina. Pa3 3To mesno
CBsI3aHO C KHA3eM CeBepo-3anasa, noueMy OB He IIOf0XKAATh N0 3aBTPa, YTOOBI KMIEPAaTOpP HAKOIIWII
rHeB ¥ 106aBUI Maciia B OTOHb?

Kus3ps CeBepo-3amnama 1 ©uMIepaTop Bcerna ObUTH B IJIOXUX OTHOIIEHUSX, 9TO 3HAIM Bce B CuUB2e.
IecsTh NeT Ha3af yMep MPeXHUN UMIIePaTop, ¥ HeIHEIIHUY TPaBUTeTb, ITOIYYUB BIIaCTh, Havasl
IPUANPATLCS K 9TOMY I0KaHUHY. UMeHHO Torma KHs3b CeBepo-3amaja rnepeexasn Ha TPaHUILY.

Tenepb, KOrga Hy2KHO OBITIO OOCTAaBHUTH BCEIr'o JIMIIb MaJIEHBKOTI'O 3aMECTUTEIIA, KHA3b CeBep0-3arIa11a
JINYHO IIpHueXall B CTOJINIY, YTO BEISEIBAJIO ITOOJO3PEHUA.

VimmepaTpuiia crosina nepen Yeprorom LISHBKYHB, ClierKa yibl0asich, ¥ peluia YTy, TT03BOIUB 3TOH
HAJIOKHUIIE HAC/IaXKOAThCS XKU3HBIO eII€é HeCKOJIbKO THEeH.

MarneHbKUY €BHYX, BHE3aIIHO BEI3BAHHBIM K HEH, JieXKaJll Ha [0J1y, He CMes IIOOHATD TOJI0OBY. Y CJIbIIIaB
BOIIPOC, OH TIOYTUTEIbHO OTBETHUII:

— Baite BenuuecTBo, cerogusa YTPOM 4 CJIBIIIAJI KOEe-49TO, HO He YBEPEH, IIpaBOa JIK 3TO...



OH TOBOPHJI C TPEBOTOM, TOHKMAsI, UTO €CJIH CKaXKeT YTO-TO He TaK, 9TO MOXKET 00EPHYThHCS
oO0BHHEHHEM B 06MaHe. Bce 3HAIOT, YTO CITYyKUTh UMIIEPATOPY — 3TO KAK KUTh C TUTPOM, HO TIO[
PYKO¥M HUMIIEPATPHUILI TOXKE OBIIO HEMAJIO XKePTB.

WmMmepatpulia IEHUBO ONEPJIACh Ha PE3HOE KPECTIo ¢ n300paKeHueM IITHIl, CIIyIIas, HO He IO Ha
Hero. OHa BrIOMpasa yKpaleHus U3 4EpHOTo 6apxaTHOTO SIIKMKa, KOTOPBIY eif 1ofiaia CllyKaHKa, H,
Ka3aJIoCh, He OTBJIEKalach, HO MEIJIEHHO OTBETHUIIA:

— T'oBOPH KakK eCTh, I MPOCTO CIYIIIAIo.

EBHYyX BC€ elé ObI/T HACTOPOXKEH U OCTOPOXKHO CKa3al:

— 4 cnpian, 4yto cerofHs yrpoM Ero BenmyecTBo pa30ui IOJHOC C AOK/IagaMHu...

I/IMnepanHua CJIETKa 3aMepJia, a 3aTeM CIIPOCHIIA:

— A 3Haelp, noyeMy?

EBHy'X CHOBa CKJIOHHJICA U THUXO CKa3all:

— KaxeTcst, moTomy uTo KHs3b CeBepo-3amaga CioaHb Jle BEPHYJICS B CTONUILY, HO He SIBUJICS Ha
ayaueHIINIO, la U CEeTOMHS He MPUIIEIT Ha COBET.

WmMmepaTtpuiia HaKOHeI BhIOpasia yKpalleHue — IPOCTYI0 CepeOpsHYIO LIMUIIBKY C IepoM GeHUKCa.
OHa npoOTsIHy/a €€ U YOOBIETBOPEHHO CKa3aa:

— Xopottio.

HesicHo, xBanuna nu OHa €BHYXa UJIN LIITUJIbKY.

CeropHs oHa OblIa ofeTa mmpoire, 4eM 00BIYHO, U €€ CIIy2KaHKa [uu Ca BBIPDa3uIa 0eCIoKOMCTBO:

— Baime BenmuuecTBo, MIiepaTop 00BIYHO He JIIOOUT CIUIIKOM CKPOMHBEIE HapS[IHL. ..

— Xwm!

ViMmepaTpuiia BOPYT YCMeXHYIach U CHSJIA C Majblla U3yMPYyAHOe Koblo, 6pocus ero Llun Cs:

— OH He m100UT CKPOMHOCTb, THI CIIMIIIKOM MSITKO BhIpazkaembscs. OH TOOUT SPKOe U ByJIbrapHoe.



Lwn Cs1, CJIOBHO fepKa B pyKax rops4ylo KapTOIIKY, CMyTHJIACh U OMYCTHIIa TOJOBY.

— Ho Temneps s Oosbllle He X04Uy YTOXKAAThL €ero BKycy. KoJbIio — TBOE, MHE OHO He HPaBUTCS.

HMHepanI/ILIa IIpoaOoJiZKajla UATH, eé KpaCuBO€ JIMIO CTaJIo 0osiee XOJIOMHBIM U TOPOBIM.

VimmepaTop B 9T0 BpeMsi pa3buBa Belu B Yeprore LIsHbKYHL. BHYTPH y2Ke Ba/lsIMCh OCKOJIKH, a Te,
YTO He Pa30MINCh, KaTUJIUCD IO CTYIIeHsAM. EBHYXU CTOSNIM CHapyXKH, HEe CMesl IIPOPOHUTH HU CJIOBa.

WMnepaTpuila, HaXMyPHBIIKChH, HEMHOT'0 ITOCITyIIajia CHAapyKH, 3aTeM BOIIZIa. YBUIEB UMIIepaTopa B
IpaKOHbeM xajiaTe, COOMpPAIOIETr0ocss OPOCUTH ITeYaTh, OHA YIBIOHYIACh:

— Baue BenmuecTBo, BB COOMpPAETECh OTPEYLCS OT IpecTona? — B CuB3e uMIlepaTopcKas mevyarh
MEHS/IaCh TOJIBKO TP CMEHEe MPaBUTEJIS.

ViMmepaTop B3TJISHYJ Ha HEE U pacCepOucs:

— 3auem THI mpunuia? Openack Tak, YTOOH 5 ITOCKOpee ymep?

Y Hero Ovlnla BpoxXAeHHas 00JIe3Hb CEepAlla, ¥ C TOOAMH eT0 XapaKTep CTaHOBUJICS BCE Oosee
BCIIBITbYUBEIM. [IpeKHUN UMIIEPATOP MPUTIIAIlal JyYIIUX Bpauel, HO OHM CKa3asid, YTO OH He
MOXKUMBET OO TPUOIATH JIeT. A cefiyac eMy yKe [IBafllaTh BOCEMb.

— Ox, Bame BenuuecTBo, BH, BEPOSITHO, €III€ HE 3HAETE, YTO BUepa KHA3b CeBepo-3amnaa crac
TPEThero ChiHa ceMbu baii?

VimmepaTpuiia ceia Ha 4ucToe MecTo B Ueprore LISHBKYHD U He CIIellla 3ar0OBOPHUIIA.

E€ rya3a OBLIYM IOJTHEL JIETKOM YCMEIIKH, ¥ UMIIEPATOp CXKaJl KyJlaky, II0YyBCTBOBAB X0JIOf B HOTaX.

— ThI, OTKyZa TH 3Haelnb? Pa3Be TpeTuil chiH ceMbu Bait He cOexarn?

OH mogaBuIl BOTHEHUE U CIIPOCHII.

— Ou cbexar B JeHb KOHGUCKALIMKA UMYIIECTBa, HO Buepa CTpaka B ITapYOBHIX XajlaTaxX Hallljla ero
creqnl, ¥ KHsI3b CeBepo-3amnaga nepexBaTuil ero. YeCcTHO roBopS, S He IOHMMAI0, YTO 3aMBIIIISIeT
KH$13b, I03TOMY IIpHUIIIa 00CYIUTh 9TO ¢ Bamu.

OHa BhIT/ISIAEa HEBUHHO, U eeé CKpOMHBIfI Hapsiang OBLT IIpusiTHEE, HEM 0OBIYHO.



WmmepaTop, CTymas 1o 0CKoiaKaM ¢apdopa U SIIMbI, TOJOLIET K Hel U CXBATHII €€ 3a PYKY,
yrpoxarolne CKa3as:

— Takoe BaXXHOe [1eJ10, a THI BYepa MHE He CKa3aja, TSHYyJa CTOIbKO BpeMeHu! Mo KyiluH, 94TO TH
3apymana?!

Ero nu1io B TeHU Ka3aJioch TOTOBBIM IOTJIOTUTD €€. MMIlepaTpulia cjlierKa 3alaHuKoBasa, HO B KOHIlE
KOHIIOB YJILIOHYJIACh:

— Yo s Mory 3amyMarth? ¢ BhIIIIa 3a Te6S 3aMy2K, UTO MHE eIllé HYKHO? § TONBKO X04Yy, YTOOHI THI
ObL11 B mopsnke, 4ToOsl CUBAM IPOIBETAN, M YTOOBI UCIIOTHUIIOCH XKeJlaHue MOero oTua!

E€ rpynb cuiIbHO B3gbIMaach, ¥ Ha Tjla3axX BHICTYIIMIIM CJIE3H], HO OHA He MOPTHYIJIA, TTISAs Ha
uMIIepaTopa. Bups, 94To OH CMITYHUIICS, OHA CHOBA IPHUHSIIA IeYaIbHBIA BUI:

— Trt gymaets, s He npuxoauia? CKOIBKO pa3 s BUepa npuxonuna K Tede, maxe ciayru Yeprora
LIIHBKYHB, HaBEPHOE, YCTalIu OT MeH!
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