ba# U nuis MeIbKOM yCIIBIIIAJ €ro CJI0Ba, HO He 3HaJl, YTO YCIIeX B BHIpAIlliBaHUM NEPEBLEB,
BEpOSITHO, OBII CBsI3aH ¢ TeM, 4To CioaHb Jle mpakTH4YecKu mepeBe3 Bech aBopel] KOKHOTo 1[apCcTBa
CI0ofla, BKJII0Yas 3eMJII0, KOTOPYIO AECATKHU THICAY COJAAT AOCTABUIIU 3a OOHY HOUb. [IJ1 HECKOIBKUX
nepeBbeB KHA3b CeBepo-3alajia, BEPOSITHO, 3aeCTBOBa O0bIIY0 YacTb apMuu CUBIH.

OH mMenIeHHO KHWBHYIJI, PA3MHIIIIAA B YM€E, U IIOHAJI, YTO €TI0 3HAaHUA O KHS3€e CeBep0-3anaJ1a HeJIb34
HA3BATh OaXKe IIOBEPXHOCTHLIMHA. OHu ObLIH IIPAaKTU4YECKH HYJIEBEIMHU.

PasroBaprBasi, OHM ITOOHSIKUCE U BHIIINK M3 MOBO3KU. [Togoias K nBepu, bat U 3ametun, uto CioaHb
Jle mo-ipe;kHEMY He OBUTAJICS, ¥ B AyIlle 3apOAUIIOCH IETKOe HeIOyMeHKe, HO OH HUYETro He
CIIPOCUIIL.

Momnopoit odutiep, yBunes, uTo bait M BEIXOOUT, TOMOIIEN ¥ CKa3aJl:

— Baite BEICOY€ECTBO, I03BOJILTE MHE IIOMOYb BaM COMTH.

Y3 noBo3ku paspmaincs oTBeT CroaHs Jle.

Baii M 3amep Ha MecTe, u TonbKO Korga Ctapel] Tao gEPHYI eTo 3a PYKY, OH OYHYJICS.

Oxn noBepHycs K Ctapiry Tao u CIIpOCHT:

— Ou nospepun HOry?

Craper Tao ToxXe 3aflymMasicsi Ha MrTHOBeHUe, 0TBEN bait U B cTOpOHY U, yOEOUBIIKCDH, YTO BOKPYT
HUKOTO0 HET, TUXO CKa3all eMy Ha yXO:

— Kus13pb nonroga Hasap ObUT paHeH B HOTY B 0010, ¥ C TeX IIOP OH He MOXKET XONUTb... JIydlle coenman
B, YTO HAYETO He 3HAellb.

OH TAXKeNo B3OOXHYIJI, U Ha €r0 JInIE IIOABUIIACh I1e4allb.

Baii Y1 mouyBCcTBOBA TSIKECTh B CepAlle, B3TJISIHYJ Ha IIOBO3KY U yBHUAEN, Kak CioaHb Jle, KOTOporo
HEC Ha CIIMHE MOJIOoM ouIlep, yoapuicsa HoraMu O JBepIly II0BO3KH, HO, Ka3aloCh, HUYero He
II0YYBCTBOBAJL.

On cmotpen Ha CioaHb Jle, pa3MBIIINASA: EeHCTBUTEIBHO I MOXKHO CKPHITh HBIHEIITHEE COCTOSHUE
kH351 CeBepo-3anaga? My, BO3MOXKHO, TIPU JBOPE yKe 3HAIOT 00 9TOM, HO TI0Ka He
IpeaNnpPUHUMAIOT JeNCTBUM.

Ins 10xkaHUHA BpaxkaeOHOoCcTh CuB3M OblIa He MMPOCTO HE3HAUUTENbHOM. [laxke ecyu ero 3aciayru
OBIJIM BEJTUKH.



Croanb Jle OBICTPO 3aMeTHn BT/ bait Y, HaxXMypuJyIcs ¥ OTBEJ T7a3a.

PaHnbIlle Bce BCTpedasu €ro Ha KOJIEHSX, ¥ XOTS €r0 HEeCJIM Ha CIIMHEe, OH He YyBCTBOBAJI cebs
yuuxkeHHEIM. Ho Teneps Bait M cTosin mpsiMo, ero sSiCHBIEe TJ1a3a IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEH Ha HeTo.

On CTHCHYII SY6BI, YYBCTBY{, KaK B OyIlIe IIOOHUMAETCA 9YTO-TO, IIOX02XKEE Ha CThI[, XU €TI0 JINIOO CTAJIO
XOJIOOHEIM.

Ba#t Y B3moXHY, pa3MBILIUISst, KAKOBH IIAHCH HBHIHEIIHETo KHs351 CeBepo-3amaja MpOTUBOCTOSITh
UMIIEPATOPY, €CJIX TOT, BO3MOXKHO, sIBNIsieTcs TaoTe.

Pa3mymeIBasi, OH MBICJIEHHO ITPUTOBOPHUII Ce0sI K CMEPTH.

Oxn noBepHy’cs K Ctapiy Tao u CIIpoCHI:

— BhI Befib BEpHYUCH 110 TPUKA3y ABOPa, YTOOH J0CTaBUThH balt UxkaHa?

['nsigst Ha cBoero OpaTa B JIETKMX HOCIIeXaX, OH He BUIET CJIeI0OB apecTa, 03TOMY KHsI3b CeBepo-
3amama, BEPOSITHO, He COOMpAJICs IMepemaBaTh CBOUX COIAT B PYKH [BOPA.

Crapern Tao kuBHYI U, B34B baii U 3a pyKy, [1ocienoBa 3a KHA3€EM.

ba# U cHoOBa cripocun:

— CKOJIbKO BOMCK BBI IIPUBEIIH C COOO0T?

Ha stort pa3 Craper; Tao npoMmonyar, ero MajieHbKUe Ila3a C I0N03peHreM cMoTpenu Ha bau Y.
YyKe3eMHBbIN KHA3b, BBOAALINY BOMCKA B CTOJIUILY?

Ecnu OBl 9TO yCIbILIANK APYTHe, ero Ol cpa3y 0OBUHUIIM B H3MeHe U Ka3HUIIHU.

Croanb Jle, KOTOPOTo HEC HA CIIMHE MOJIOMOM oduliep, MeAIeHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Tebe moCcTaTOYHO 3HATH, YTO B CTOJIMIIE TOIBKO S MOTY 3aIlUTHTh TEOS.

OH roBopus X0100HO, 6€3 3MOINH, CJIOBHO He HYKJaJICS B O1arogapHOCTH.

Ero cnoBa Oblu Iep3KH, HO Y HETO OBIIM Ha 3TO OCHOBAHHUS.

Bait U, rnsigsd Ha eTro CIUHY, IOHSJ, YTO CEeTOOHS 3afiajl CIIUIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB, ¥ 3aMOJTdal.



Ho, B3rnanyB Ha Horu KHa35 CeBepo-3amafia, OH TOYYBCTBOBA KayocTh. ETo MuIo yxe OBII0
U3ypPONIOBaHO, a Teleph U HOT'H.

Ecnu mBOp y3HaET, ero mpaBjieHNe He IPOAJIUTCS JOJITO.

Ecmu 6vl oH He 61 KHA3eM CeBepo-3amaja, ero y4acth Obita 651 Kyga 6oriee medaibHOM.

Crapern Tao He mociemoBan 3a KHSI3eM, a, BHIIONHSAS puka3 Cioanb Jle, oTBén Bait M B ero mokou.

[TporynuBasich 10 U3BUIUCTHIM KopugopaM [loMa KHA3s1 YkaHboaHs, bait Y GRICTPO mOTepsin
OpHEHTAIHIO.

OH OTJISTHYJICSI, 3aMETHB, YTO y2Ke CMepPKaeTCs, ¥ BeCh IBOpeIll CTaHOBUJICS TEMHBIM. OH Ccllerka
3abecmokousncs. OnHako, Korga CioaHb JIe 0CTaHOBHUJICS Y TIaBHOTO 37aHus, ba#t Y 3amoMHuI, 4TO
Ha Ta0au4ke OBUI0 HAOKUCAHO «3ail XomomHoi BecHEI».

He moxoxke Ha MecCTo, roe XKui OBl BOMH, HO OH HeﬁCTBHTeHBHO KHWJI B 3TOM [BOPE.

— TpeTwnii rocrioguH, Balll ITOKOU 37iech. Hafetoch, OHM BaM IMOHPABSITCS.

Crapern Tao oCTaHOBUIICS Iepef] HUM U C yIRIOKOM mocMoTpen Ha Bait U.

Bait U ounycs, u ero rjia3a BCTPETUIIUCH C IPKUMHU KpackaMmu. Bo iBope pociu HECKOJIBKO [IePEBLEB
IIEJTKOBOM aKalli¥, UX LBETH PACIYCTUIIUCH IIHIIIHBIMYA PO30BEIMU BEEPAMHU, 3aCTaBUB €T0 3aMEPETE.

OH OTCTYNIUII Ha IIAar ¥ B3TJITHYJ Ha TaONIUUYKY Y BXOMa, Jaxke He 0CO3HaBasi, KakK CUJIbHO B3BOJIHOBAH.

[OoMm Be3zaboTHOCTH]

VIMeHHO Tak Ha3HIBAJICS IBOP, I'e OHU C TaoTe XKuiu, Korma ToT 01 HebecHBIM HMIIEPaTOpPOM.

bau U copocun:

— KTo mocamun 3mech 9TH OepeBbs IIETKOBOM aKaluu?

Ero rna3a npucransao cmoTpenu Ha Crapiia Tao, BeIpaxas HanpsxeHue. CTapel, HECMOTPS Ha
BO3pacT, OBIT YMEH, U er0 MaJieHbKHe I'1a3a 3aberamnu:

— OTH mepeBbsi, BEPOSITHO, OBUTH 30ECh C TEX MOP, KaK UMIIePATOP IOOAPHUI 9TOT IBOP.

XoTs TabNUYKy TUYHO HAKCall KHA3b...



Bait U yneIGHYICS, IyMasi, 9TO ero Joragka BepHa. TaoTe, maxe MepepOOUBIIKCH, BEIOpas cebe
BBITOIHOE IT0JI0KEHMEe, HO Telepb OH ORI B TAKOM XKaJIKOM COCTOSTHUH,

Kak Ovl OH yIUBUIICS, YBUMIEB €T0?

Ho, xakum Ovl HE OBl TaoTe, ero HyzkHO ObITI0 JocTaBUTh Ha Heb6o Bechopmennoctu. besymue
Iepsitu Hebec mOMKHO OBIIO 3aKOHYHUTHCS 3[ECE.

On nouyBcTBOBaJ obneryenue, uto TaoTe He 3Ha, YTo nuca ¢ et Hebec Opina PeHuKcoM C
Heba BechopMeHHOCTH, HO B TO Xe BpeMs B Ayllle 3aTaujach JIETKas IPyCTh.

OH mocMoTpen Ha TabNMUYKY U, YYBCTBYS CIIOKHBIE 3MOIMY, TPOU3HEC:

— Crapern Tao, mepegaiiTe MO0 071arogapHOCTh KHSI310. MHE NelCTBUTEIbHO 0YeHb HPABUTCS 3TOT
OBOD.

Ho 3aTem oH mepemyManrt:

— Her, 51 cam mo61arogapio ero.

Crapen; Tao pagoCTHO COTJIACHIICS, TTO3BAJI CTy2KaHKY U YIIET.

Bait 1 BomIEn BO IBOP ¥ 3aTOBOPHUII C IEBYIIKOM:

— Kak Tebs 30ByT?

OHa nOKJIOHUIACh U OTBETHIIA:
— Mesns 30ByT CaH CHI.

— Xopo1ee uM4.

OH uCKpeHHe MTOXBaJIUJI, COPBAJI I[BETOK C BETKH U CIIPOCHII:

— TrI 3Haelb, KaKOB HEIHEIITHUN UMIIepaTop?

Csn ChHl OIIyCTHIJIA I''ta3d, B KOTOPLIX MEJIBKHYJIO HEOOYMEHNE, U CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIIA:

— He 3Har0.

Bait U He oxupas yCABIIIATh YTO-TO IEHHOE, HO €€ IIPSIMOTa 3aCTaBUJIA €T0 YIIbIOHYThCS.

3akKpheiBas ABEpPb, OH CKa3al:



— ITpunecu MHe, OXKaJIyHCTa, HEMHOTO IepeBa U OyMaru ¢ YepHUIAMH.

Csau Chl, ¢ AByMSI KOCHUYKaMH, TUXO corjlacuiiack. bait M He BuAeN e€ nulla, OH 3aKpBLI Ila3a U yman
Ha KpoBaTb. ET0 Tesno G0 B13MOTaHO, ¥ BCKOPE OH KPENKO YCHYIL.

B ato Bpems B 3ase X010gHOU BeCHEL.

Kus3p CeBepo-3amnana CroaHb Jle CMOTpes Ha CTOSAIIYIO Ilepe HAUM Ha KOJIEHSX JEeBYIIKY U C
yOUBIIEHNEM CIIPOCHIT:

— OH npocun gepeso u 6ymary?

3aueM eMy 9T0?

Csu CHI CIIOKOHHO noOaBuiIa:

— Ila, ¥ OH CIIpaIuBas 00 ©MIIEepPaTope.

CroaHb Jle BCTIOMHMII CJIOBA IOHOIIM Ha TpuOyHe. XOTs OeBITh U3 HECSITH €r0 CI0B OBITU JI0XKbIO, B
HUX MOTJIa OBITH IOJIST TPABMHL.

Ho 06 umnepartope? 3To, BEpOsITHO, 6ecroie3Ho.

On Cy3HuJI I'Jla3a, €Tro XOJIOOHBIU B3TJISAM CTall OCTPEIM, KaK JIE3BHE.

— HpI/IHeCI/I €My TO, 9YTO OH IIPOCHT. Ecnu oH X04eT 3HAaTh, paCCKaxXu eMy. He CKprBafI HHUYETro.

Croans Jle maxuyn pykou, ¥ CsiH Cvl IIOKJIOHUIACh, BEIAAS U3 3aa.

Bait U cman Kpemnko, B ero cHax He 6b110 TaoTe, Yxkoy AHs, 6e10i TUCEHL... TOIbKO IepeBo IIETKOBOM
aKalluy, IPUHOCSIIEE TOKOH.
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