Ce[moByIackIi LETUTEND TPOU3HEC:

— Ecnu L3un YKy cka3aJ, 4To CHelaeT, 3HAYUT, coefiaeT. B aToM g Tebe Bepio.

HampsizkeHre B BO3qyxe HEMHOT'O CIlajio. BeuepoM, 3a HEMPUHYKOEHHON 6eceol, OOUH U3 MOJIOABIX
IeJINTeIel CHOBa 3aroBopui 0 beccmepTHOM Bragbike LluHuXYM, 3aTOYEHHOM B [TepBoit HeGecHoi
TIOPbME, COKPYIIAsCh O MPEBPATHOCTSX CYOBLOHI.

[3un YKy BHe3amlHO BCIIOMHUJI ¥ HEBOJILHO CIIPOCHIT:

— A BHI 3HaeTe uTO-HUOYOb 0 HebecHoit UMnepaTputle, 3omoTom Oenukce?

— Kak ke He 3HaTh! OHa Bep KpacaBuia! IIpocTo passlile oHa pegko nokuaana CBAILeHHYI0
obutenb FOULKH, TO3TOMY €€ Majio KTO BUMET.

— XM, KpacoTa — 3TO JIAIIb cJIoBa. HUKTO €€ TOIKOM He BUIEN.

OTH 1eNUTEeNN XKUIHU B JOBOJIHHO YeIUHEHHOM MeCTe U PEIKO MOSBISANKCH B 3anax [lesatu Hebec,
II03TOMY MM U He MOBOOUJIOCH YAaCTO BUOETh €€. XOTs, KOHEYHO, €CJTH KTO-TO U3 HEOECHBIX CYIIECTB
II0JTy4asl paHeHue, OHU MOTJIM 0O0MTHUCH OIHOM IHUJII0JIEH, TaK YTO IIOMOIITY IIeITUTeNel UM U He
TpeboBanoch. TakuMm 00pa3oM, y HUX He OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH ITPOSIBUTH CEO05.

Y BOT, HaKOHeII, IOIBUJICS MaJIeHbKUM JINCEHOK, HO €T0 Cpa3y ke B35JI 0f CBOE KpbuUio L[3uH YxKy.

Cnymas ux pa3roBopsl, LI3un YKy He yaepKascs U cKa3al:

— Ceropus g Bugen e€. 1 npuHéc cHamobbe B UepTor UyHXya, ¥ OHa CTOsAJIa Ha KOJIEHSIX CHAPYXKU.

Bce B30pH yCTpPeMUINCh Ha HETro0, ¥ KTO-TO CITPOCHII:

— Kak oHa BeIrnIIguT? BBl ¢ HEl pa3roBapuBau?

LI3uH YKy, HEMHOTO CMYTHBIIKACH OT TaKOTO BHUMAaHHsI, YeCTHO PacCcKa3asl BCE, YTO 3HaJI, U B KOHIIE
goOaBuUII:

— $1 mpocTO yBUEN, YTO OHA JOJITO CTOMT Ha KOJIEHSX, U IIPE/I0KUII e IeKapCTBO, HO OHa Havaa
TOBOPHUTH O CBOEH Ccynmb0Oe, 0 TOM, YTO €€ yKe He CIIaCTH...

I_[3I/IH q}Ky OrJIgagerl BCeX U 3aMETHUJI, YTO Ha UX JTUIaX YUTAJIOCh TAaKO€E K€ HEIOYMEHHUE, KaK U Ha €ro0.

[ToueMmy monroe CTOSIHME Ha KOJEHSX CBSI3aHO ¢ CymbOoin? [ToueMy oHa Tak OT4Yasiach?

CepnoBnacklii CTapuK, TOorIaxuBas 00poay, IPOU3HEC:



— O cynnbe 3omotoro ®eHuKca s KOe-4TO 3HAIO.

— C tex nop, Kak 3010Tou PeHUKC MOABUIICS Ha CBET, XOOUIU CJIyXH, YTO B JEBATU IIPOBUHIUAX
IPOU30UAET BerKas KaTacTpoda, u Tonbko Ororns Hupsausl 3010Toro ®eHrKCa CMOXKET CIIacTU
mup. IMeHHO 1103TOMY OHa Onina oOpedyeHa ctaTh BepxoBHoit HeGecHoit iMnepaTpuiien.

— Oronb HupBaH®HL...

I k1aHa PeHUKCOB HI/IpBaHa — 9TO 4 BO3pPOXKIOEeHune, 1 CMepPTh.

Yxkoy fAHB ogHOM pyKoU mopmepxkuBan bait M, a mpyroi HaHOCUIT Ha ero paHkl 6eccMepTHOe
cHapobbe. L[3uH YKy, X0Th U OB OOBIYHBIM YEeJI0BEKOM, [esall JeKapCTBa C MPUITHBIM apOMaTOM
BECEHHUX 1IBETOB, JIETKUM ¥ HEHABSI3UMBLIM. BOT TOIBKO 3¢)(EeKTUBHOCTE ero CHamoOu# Oblta o
BOIIPOCOM.

OH 0CTOPOKHO HaHEC JIeKapCcTBO Ha nuiio baii U, ¥ TOT clerka u3MeHU 03y, BUAUMO,
IIOYyBCTBOBaB o0eryenue. Pabota c 1eKapCTBOM OKa3ajlach HECJIOKHOM.

3aKOHYHUB C NTUIIOM, YK0y AHB B3IOXHYII U MOIEI0Baj ero B 100. OH HUKOTHa paHbllle He UCITHITHIBAT
TaKWX YYBCTB, HO TeIleph, B 9TOM HE3HAKOMOM MeCTe, OH OKa3aJiCs B IJIEHY V IMCEHKA, KOTOPBIN
MeuTaJs ero yOuTh... 3aBs3 0 YIIH.

Yxkoy fAHB YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO, HazKe €CJIKM OH CMOXKET BHIOPAThCS M3 3TOM CUTYalUH, 3TO OYOET CTOUTH
eMy HeMaJbIX ycunuii. Ho moKa OH XOTeJ 0CTaThCs LIeJIbIM ¥ HEBPEIUMBIM.

OH cnerka yaeIOHYTICS, B35/ eIlé HEMHOTO Ma3u ¥ Hadall HAHOCUTD eé Ha e Bait 1.

Y Baii Y Gblta iyivHHASA ¥ U3SAIIHAS 1Iesi, HO ceiiyac Ha Hell 3usiia paHa, KOTopas TSHYIach OT
OCHOBaHU4 IIe} 10 KKBOTa. Ecu O6b1 yoap ObLT UyTh CUIbHEE, 3TO MOTJIO OBl CTATh CMEPTEILHEIM.

Yxxoy AHb MenyeHHo oOpabaThBal paHy, MBICJIEHHO Tepebupasi Bce BO3MOXKHbBIE Marn4ecKue
apredakThl, KOTOpbIe MOTJIM OCTAaBUTh TAKOU CJIE,.

OH yKe HaMeTHJI HeCKOJIbKHUX TI003PeBaeMbIX. XOTh OH ¥ He MOT CheCTh Bcex Ha [leBsitu Hebecax,
HO y HeTo OBIJIO ITpaBo yOpaTh TeX, KTO eMy He HPaBUJICS.

Ero nuiio 651710 X0IOOHEIM, HO BAPYT OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK TeJIO O]l eT0 PYKOM CJieTKa APOTHYIIO.

Yxkoy fAHB BepHYNI PYKY K rpynu bait M, K He60bIIOMy KpaCHOMY IISTHY, ¥ HayaJl MacCUPOBATh €To,
KaK Oy[aTo HaHOCHUJI 1eKapcTBo. Ha ero ry0ax urpasa yaei0Ka, a B3rysy ObIT IPUKOBAH K IPOXKALIUM
pecuunam bau H.



Bait U HakoHell He BBIAEPKaI ¥ U3[al TUXUH CTOH:

— M-Mm...

— Moii TCEHOK MIPOCHYIICS.

YKoy AHP HAKJIOHUJICA U IIPOLIENTall eMy Ha YXO:

— JlekapcTBO HaHeceHO. TebOe e1e 60IbHO?

['oBOp4 9TO, OH He TepecTaBas ABUraTh pyKaMu, U baii Y, HaXMypUBILIKCE, CXBATUII €TI0 3a 3amsiCThe.
Ha ero 1mekax IOsSIBUICS JIETKKM PYMSIHEI[, ¥ OH MpobopMoTan:

— 4 caM CIpaBIIiOCE...

Yk0y AHB yIBIOHYJICS U C TOTOBHOCTBIO COTJIACHIICS:

— XopoI110, 0CTaNoch TONIBKO 06paboTaTh paHy Ha cruHe. Torga cuesail 3To CaM.

OH mpoTsHyn 6aHOYKY C Ma3blo, Aeflasi BUM, YTO o4eHb 3a00Tutcs o bait U, 4To BHI3HIBAJIO
pa3ppaxeHue.

Bait U 6pocun Ha Hero B3rIAf U QHIPKHYI, HO He B35J7 6aHOUKY.

Yoy AHB MATKO NOTJIafUII €r0 paclylleHHbe BOJIOCH U CKa3all:
— Celtyac g Tak IepexuBalo 3a Tebs, 4YTo He MOTY IT03BOJIUThL Tebe JelaTh 3TO CaMOMYy.
OH oTtopBuHYyN Bojiock bai U, 00HaXWB OIMHHYIO paHy Ha ciuHe. YKoy AHb CMOTpPEN Ha Hee ¢

TAKUM BEIpaXKeHHEM, YTO ero I'JIa3a IOYTH ITOKpacHen. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi OH Hadyajl HAaHOCHUTh
Ma3b Ha paHy.

Tak mpoIIIo HeCKOJIBLKO AHEeH. DT OHU OBIIN He IPOCTO BpeMeHeM JIeYeHusT!

W, KoHEeYHO, He MPOCTO BpeMeHeM pruprTa!

9T0 HykHO 00BSICHUTH C TOUKHU 3peHus Oora BpaueBanus L[3un Yxky. OH rOBOPHUJI, YTO JIEKAPCTBO
HY2KHO HaHOCHUTH Cpa3y II0CJie TOro, KaK OHO BIIUTAETCs, YTOOH JOOUTHCS MaKCHUMaJbHOTO 3ddeKTa.

[ToaTomy HebecHbiit iMmepaTop 00BSIBUII, UTO HA MECSI] OTKA3hIBAETCS OT YIIPABIEHUS, YUTOOHI
OTIOXHYTh. Bce HebecHBIE CYIeCTBa TOHMUMAJIH, YTO 3TO HE IIPOCTO OTIBIX, HO YTO OHU MOTJIH
coenathb? [IpoTuBoCcTOSTE MMIepaTopy? JIydimuM UcXomoM Ajisg Hux Obl1o OB 0Ka3aThcs B [IepBoi
HebecHoi TioppMe!



Takum oOpa3om, YepTtor YyHxya ObIT TUXMM M CIIOKOMHBIM. HUKTO 13 HEOECHHIX CYIIIECTB He
TIOSIBIISITICS, ¥ laXke HeOeCHbIe KOMaphl He MOTJIM HAaUTH JOPOTY CIOMa.

Heb6ecHrili UMnepaTop yxke MSATh gHEeW He oThbixan. OH IMTOCTOSTHHO CIeOu 3a TeM, YTOOH J1eKapCTBO
Ha Tene bait U BOuUTaIOCh, ¥ HAHOCUJI HOBLIA CJIOH.

Ecnu Ol ero ycepaue OlieHWBAIM 110 MepKaM «JIBaAlaTH YeTEIPEX 00Pa3Il0B CEIHOBHEH
TIOYTUTEILHOCTH», OH OBl TOYHO 3aHSJ IIePBOe MECTO.

Ho ecnu B eHb OH HaHOCUII JIEKAPCTBO BCETO IIATHh Pa3, TO IIPUCTABAJI K Bait 1 Gonee mecsTH...

JIucenok Baut U Toxke KanmoBacs, 4TO B IIOCIEJHEE BPeMs eMy He XBaTaeT CHa.

Korpa LI3un YKy cHOBa MIPUHEC JIEKAPCTBO ¥ YBUJEI, YTO 00a BHITTIAASAT U3MOXKAEHHBIMHU, €T0
cepate cxajnoch. OH ORICTPO 0TBeN MiMIepaTopa B CTOPOHY.

— Baire BenmuuecTBo, B ero HEIHEIITHEM COCTOSTHUM... 9TO HEe COBCEM IOIXO/ISINee BpeMs...

[13un YKy ObLJT CKDOMHEIM MOJIOAEIM OOTOM, ¥ €r0 JIUIO IIOKPACHENIOo elllé 0 TOr0, KaK OH Havall
TOBOPHTE.

Ho I/IMHepaTop XO0JIOOHO IIOCMOTPE Ha HEro M 9epe3 HEKOTOPO€e BpeMs HpOI/ISHéC:

— Te1, Kak 60T BpaueBaHUS, fyMaellh O TaKUX TPI3HBIX Belnax!

— A, pa3Be He Tak? X0Ts, Ha CaMOM [IeJie, [I7IT 3TOTO MOJIOIOTO YejloBeKa OyIeT IM0JIe3HO MOTJIOaTh
0oJIbIle XKU3HEHHOW 9HEPTHH.

L3un q}Ky, CMYTHUBIIXCH N3-3d HEAOIIOHMMAHUSI, BCE XK€ BEICKA3aJl CBOIO MBICIIb. OpHako cerogHs
JINIIO I/IMnepaTopa BRITJISIIEJI0 HEMHOT'0 MCKAXKEHHBIM. ..

Yk0y fAHB HAXMYpPHUJICS, B3TJIIHY Ha TUCEHKA, KOTOPHIM HaXOAUIICS 3a IIMPMOM, ¥ CKa3all:

— f CKOpO BEPHYCh.

3aTeM OH B3sij1 60Ta BpaueBaHMS 3a BOPOTHUK ¥ BEIBeJ ero u3 Yeprora YyHxya.

— THI TONBKO YTO CKa3aj, 4TO 3TO He IMOOXO0nsInee BpeMs?

OH HaxXMypUIICS U CIIPOCHUIL.



[I3uH YKy nogymas U 3aTeM, 3aUKasiCh, OTBETUIL:

— A, 3TOT MOJIO[IO¥ YeJIOBEK CUILHO PaHEH B CIIMHY, U celidac OH He MOXKeT ObITh BHU3Y...

Yxkoy fAHB crerka MpUIOAHST OPOBb. 3HAUUT, MY HYKHO ObITh BHU3Y?

9T0T 3Beph TaoTe, XOTh ¥ TOBOPUJI rpy00, HO OBLT HACTOSIIUM NEBCTBEHHUKOM.

[Tocne oOpeTeHust pa3yMa OH TOIBKO ¥ [iejiajl, YTO MOBHIIIAJ CBOIO CUJTY, TO €CTb el mofei. [I1st Hero
BCe KpacaBHUIIbI IEIUJIUCH Ha TeX, KTO ObIJI TOX0XK Ha XKUPHOE MSCO, U TeX, ¥ KOro ObIJI0 paBHOMEPHO
pa3BuToe Tesno. [TIoToM ero cuiaa Bo3pocia, ¥ MOSBUIIACh OJHA HaloedIuBast MTHIA.

Ona mpecrnepmoBaa ero THICSIYH JIeT... U Teneps, YEPT BO3bMHU, OH [laXKe He 3HaJl, KB OH UJIK MEPTB!

[13uH YKy n0o4yBCTBOBAJI UCXOMAIIYI0 OT HETro aypy youiicTBa u ucnyrancs. OH OLICTPO IPOTAHYII
KHUTY U CKas3a:
— 9TO0 NMPUHEC LIeNIUTENh, HeJaBHO OJHSBINNICS ¢ 3eMJd. Baile BennyecTBo, MOXKeTe UCIOIb30BaTh

3TO Kak obpa3zerll.

Ykoy AHb C HELOBOJILCTBOM IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MTOTPENAaHHYI0 KHUTY, HO BCE Xe B35 e€. OTKPEIB IEPBYIO
CTPaHUILy, ero rja3a 3aropeuch.

OH pe3K0 3axJIONHYJI KHUTY, CYHYJI €€ B PyKaB U, B3TJITHYB Ha LI3uH YKy, Cyxo cKa3an:

— TrI X0po1o mocrapancs.

[I3uH YKy 4yBCTBOBAJ, KakK IIOT BLHICTYIIAET Y HEro Ha JI0y, ¥ ero JuIlo mokpacHenno. OH CHOBa JoCTall
MaJIeHbKMY (JIaKOH U, 3aUKasICh, TPOU3HEC:

— 9TO0... 3T0, BO3MOXKHO, npurogurcsa Bamemy Benudectsy...

Ykoy AHb, BUAS, YTO TOT BOT-BOT B30PBETCS, CIIOKOMHO B351/T (hJIaKOH U CKa3al:

— Ecnu y Tebs ecTs mpockba, TOBOPH.
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