JTao JTto y6pan cepe6po u, OTISOEBINNCE, He YBUAEB TOCIOAWHA YKO0y, TOHU3UT TOJIOC U, TIOMOUIS
OnuKe, CIIPOCHIT:

— BEHI 30€ech YXKe OoJibIle OecsaTn I[Hefl, HO HU PA3y He BRIXOOUJIN. CKaxu MHe, BHI, CJIy‘-I&fIHO, HE

cOexanu BMecTe?

B mpeBHME BpeMeHa OTHOIIEHUS MeXAy MyXK4YMHaMU OBbIJIA JOBOJILHO PacIPOCTPaHEH ], TI09TOMY
rocrnonuH YaHb, YBUAEB KPACOTy rocriofrHa baii, ¥ momsITancs K HeMy npucrtath. Jlao JTio,
IPOXKUBIIKH 3[I€Ch HOJT0e BPeMs, K 9TOMY ITPUBHIK.

Bait U Ha MTHOBeHUE 3afiyMasicsi, HaXMypUB OPOBHU:

— YTo 3HauuUT «cOexkanau BMecTe»?

ITomas B MHUDP CMEPTHLIX, OH Y3HAJI MHOT'O HOBLIX CJIOB.

JIao JIto monro pa3MEIIIIIA, a 3aTeM CKa3al:

— ChexaTh BMeCTe — 3TO KOTI'JIa Ballli CEMbU He 3HAIOT, TIe B, ¥ BBl IOKUAETE POIHEIE Kpad...

OH u Yxoy AHb OelCTBUTENbHO IPUILIHU Cclofa, ¥ 0eccMepTHele HebecHoro [IBopa 06 3TOM He 3HaNH.
IIa ¥ y Hero camoro He OBIIO CEMBH...

bau U kusHyn:

— Ecnu Tak, To MBI [EeACTBUTEJILHO COeXald BMECTe.

JTao JIto FHYGOKO B3OOXHYII, ITOXJIOIIAJI €T0 IIO IIJIeYy U C TEIJIOTOX B TOJI0CE CKa3a:

— Hwuuero, auyero. Ecnu Bb OyfieTe HACTOWYUBHI, BAILlIM POOUTEINN IIOMMYT Bac. AX 1a, CeTOOHS
BeuepoM B Haubusne Gymet hecTuBanb GpoHapeis B yecTh Lucu. Brl ¢ BalIuM CITyTHUKOM MOXKETE
IPUUTH U 3aIlyCTUTHh POHAPHUK Ha PeKy. bor peku 01arociioBUT Bac.

Bait U cMyméHHO KUBHYI, B Aylle pa3Muliuisas, yTo HebecHomy MiMnepaTopy, HaBepHOe, He HYKHO
O1arocioBeHue pevyHoro Oora...

Baut U monro xomun B3afd-BIepern y ABepHu Uxkoy AHS, T0Ka He CTEMHEIIO.

OH gyman, 4To YKoy fAHB IPUIIEN Clofia, YTOOR YeAUHUTLCS, ¥ He 3HaJl, 3aX04eT JIU TOT IOUTH Ha
IIyMHBINA PecTrBaib, 0 KOTOpoM rosopui Jlao JIio.

OH crenan elé HeCKOIbKO KPYTOB U PEIIUI, YTO JIy4llle He CIIpalIuBaTh. [I0BepHYBIIHUCE, YTOOR!
YUTH, OH yCJIbIIIal, KakK JBePb OTKPHLIACh.



— MarneHbKas TMCAYKaA, Thl YTO, TOIMYEIlb 610x y MOei JIBepI/I?

YKoy AHb OTKPHUI ABEPh OOHOU PYKOU:

— Bnepén-Ha3af, BIpaBo-BIeBO... KaxkeTcs, TH UX BCEX yXKe Pa3fgaBuil.

Bait U 3amep, ¥ TOJIBKO Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO CEKYH[I HalllEJl TOJI0C:

— 4... XOTeJ CIIPOCUTD, TOMAENIH JIA THl CETOJHS BeUepoM Ha IIPOTYJIKY?

T'oBOpS 3TO, OH YKPAOKO¥ IIOCMOTPEN Ha €T0 JIUIIO.

Yoy Aub paccmesincst. Ero muio oObIYHO ObIT0O CTPOTHM, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT y/bIOKa IMpUOaja eMy
030PHOM ¥ Jep3KUM BU, Iejlasi ero eirné 0oj1ee MPUBIEKaTeTbHEIM.

— MarneHbKas MUCUYKa Hay4Yuaach YUTaTh MEICTH? CeTOHS BeYepoM MHEl BO3BpalaeMcs Ha [[eBsTh
Hebec.

[To pacuérawm, kpshimia Yeprora UyHxya goiizkHa Oblna OBITE YK€ OTPEMOHTUPOBAHA.

bau U youBuics, MogHSB Ha HEro Iiasa:

— Vxe... cerogus?

Emy He oueHb HpaBumuch [leBsats Hebec. [laxke paHblle OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OOIBIIMHCTBO
0ecCMEepTHBIX TaM ero HefoJI00IuBaoT.

Yxoy AHE CMOTpETI Ha HEro, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA.

OHM CTOAIM B HOYHOM BETPY, KOTa CHApyKH pa3fascs rojoc:

— l'ocnioguH bau, rocnogun YKoy, Korpa B OTIIpaBiisieTeck? ECIu 3aTAHeTe, TO XOPOLIUX MECT [T
3amycka (oHapeu He OCTaHEeTCH...

Jlao JIto OomTan CHapyzKu, HO, He YCIBIIIAB OTBETA, PEIINII, YTO OHU YK€ VIIIIH, U YIaJIUIICH.

Yxkoy fHB, ero rjiasa B TEMHOTEe Ka3aJKCh elllé riy0ke, IPUCTanbHO cMOTpen Ha bait U, romoc cran
cephé3Hee:

— ThI X0Ten caenaTh 3TO CETOHS Beuepom?

3anyctuTh GoHapb Ha peky? KaxkeTcs, OH He [ieNiall 3TOTO [EeCSATKH THICSAY JIeT. MBICTb O TOJIE Ha
yJIUIaxX BhI3bIBajla ¥ HETO HENIPUSTHEIE OIIYIIEHNUS.



Bait U nocnemrHo moxaydasi I'OJI0BOM:

— IIpocto ctano moboneiTHO. Ecnu Mel Bo3BpalaeMcs Ha JleBsaTh HeGec, To mougém. A He 0cobo
XKy...

Ero romnoc craHoBUIICS BCE TUIIlE, a TOJI0OBA OITyCKaslaCh BCE HUXKE.

— Ecnu xo4entb mo#TH, MougeEM ObicTpee. Th 2Ke CIIBIIIA, YTO XOPOIINX MeCT Ojis ¢hoHapey MOYTH He
0CTaJIOCh?

Ténnoe geixaHUe KOCHYIOCH yxa balt Y, u oH B3mporHy. ITIogHSB rON0BY, OH yBUAEN, 4To YKoy AHb
yX&Ke CTOUT y BOPOT.

IIBephb OTKPHIIACH, U NIEpeN HUMU MIPEeCTall MUP, OCBEIIEHHBIN ThicsT4amMu orHel. Cepane bau U
HEBOJIbHO 3a0uI0Ch OBICTpEE.

Yxoy AHb, BUAS ero ynbiOKy, GeHUKCOBLIE I'1a3a, OTpaxaloliye CBeT GhoHapel, MoYyBCTBOBA JIETKOE
IBUXKEHUE B AyIle, HO TYT XKe HaxMypwmwics. OH, KaXXeTCsl, CJIUIIKOM PaccIabuics ¢ 3TUM
«IIATATeIbHBIM IIaPUKOM».

Ha ynune 65110 TecHo, 1 bait Y HeCcKonIbKO pa3 oTpeIBasics OT UKoy AHs, Tepssach B Tonne. OHA
CMOTPEJH APYT Ha Apyra yepe3 Mope JII0fel, YyBCTBYA JOCaAy.

Torga Yoy AHB KPENKO CXBATHU IMCHYKY 3@ PYKY 4, CO3[aB BOKPYT HUX 3allUTHLIA Oaphep,
HakoHeI goOpascs no 6epera peku Jlomyi.

[TpomaBmuiia poHapel Obla 3aHSATA, ¥ KaXXIOMY I'OBOPHUIA OIHO U TO Xe:

— Kynute gBa GhoHaps, 3anuinTe XKelaHue, U B CJIEAYIOIEeM rofy 00T PeKu UCIIOIHUT ero!

HeBaXHO, TPOCUIHU JIX O JTI0OBH MJTH NOJITOJIETHH, TIOAX MTOKynanu GoHapu B Hagexkye Ha 4y[o.

OHu TOXe IONy4YuNu ABa GpoHaps B BUME JIOTOCA, BHYTPU KOTOPHIX TOPEIN MaJleHbKHUE CBEYH,
CcOo37aBas IPKUM CBET.

Bait M OGBICTPO HAIMCAN CBOE «XKeJlaHue» U MOJI0OKUIT ero B (OHAPb, UTO BHEI3BAJIO JIIOOOIEITCTBO KOy
Aus.

— Kakoe y Te6s xkenanue? MoXellb CKa3aTh MHE.

Ou cMmotpen, Kak bait U akkypaTHO onycKal poHaphb B BOOY, U He yAEPXKaJCsI OT BOIIpOca.



®onaps B pykax Uxoy AHs ObUT mycT. Y Hero He ObLIO XKeJTaHWM, a ecyiyd OBl ¥ OBIITH, TO HUKTO HE
cMoT Obl UX UCIIOJTHUTb.

Bait 1 mocMOTpen Ha HeTO ¥ C CEPhE3HBIM BUIOM CKa3all:

— V MeHd HeT XXelaHUH.

9T0 OBlNla SBHAS JIOXKB, BEOb ‘-I}Koy AHb BUOeT, KakK OH yYCepPAHO 3allKMChIBAJI 9YTO-TO.

Ha peke Jlomyi# yxke 6b1710 MHOTO (hOHape, MOX0KKUX Ha MaJIeHbKHE JIOOKY, HECYIIHe TSKEIbIe
JKeJlaHUus B TITyOUHEL.

Ykoy fAHB UCIIOIH30BAJT 3aK/IMHAHKE, YTOOB CECTh Y PEKH, HO ero AyX OTIPABUIICSI UCKATh POHAPH
Baii Y cpegu MHOXKecTBa Apyrux. HakoHell, ocje J0Aroro noucka, OH HaIIEN ero.

— Yxoy Anp, Yxkoy Aub!

bau YU, Bupsd, 4TO OH He OBUTaeTCs, IOTPOrasl ero, Ho YKoy AHb TyT Ke CXBaTUJI €ro 3a 3allsCThe.

OH HaxXMYPHJICS U CIIOKOMHO CKAa3aJ:

— ITomnu!

Yepes mraosenue bait U ornspmerncs: v MOHSII, YTO OHU BepHYyMuch Ha [leBsaTs Hebec.

Kprimma Yeprtora YyHxya Obljla OTpPEMOHTUPOBaHa, ¥ HUKAKUX CJIeIOB ITOBPEXAEHNI HE 0CTAJIOCh.

IlecsaTh mHeN B MUPe CMEePTHHIX Ays JIeBsaTu HeOec mpomyu KakKk MTHOBEHKE, CJIOBHO UX U He OBIIIO.
bau U nogyman, 4to, HaBepHOe, YK0y AHb 4acTo Tak Aelaer.

OH Bcé Tak xke ciegoBas 3a HebecHriM MiMiepaTopoM, MOTYaIuBLIM, KaK U B Te BpeMeHa, Korga Ovin
MaJIeHbKUM JIUCEHKOM.

OmHako, IPeBPATUBIINCH U3 JIUCUIIH B IPEKPACHOTO IOHOIIY, OH He MOT 0CTaThCsS He3aMeYeHHBIM
0ecCMepTHBEIMA.

Ho 4yepe3 Heckonbko nHel B UepTore YyHxya Hayaiy BEICKA3bIBaThCS IIPOTUB IIpUCyTCTBUS bau U.
OH He 6b11 HU cnyroy HebecHoro MmnepaTopa, Hu unHOBHUKOM HebecHoro [IBopa. Temeps, IpHUHSB
YyeJioBeYeCKUi 00/IMK, OH BCE eIll€ COXPaHsI JeMOHUYECKYI0 SHEPTUIO U He [OJKeH ObLT HaXOOUThCS
B TAKOM CBSIIIIEHHOM MECTe.

CHauaJta 9T0 OBITH JIMIIL OTAEJIbHEIE TOJI0Ca, HO CO BpeMeHeM, Korma B HebecHoM [IBope cTaso



CKY4YHO, K HUM IIPHCOEOUHUIINCH CTAPhie KOHCEPBATOPHI.

He6ecHbi#i ViMmiepaTop, OmeTHIM B PACIIMTEIA 00IaKaMH XaaT, JIEHWBO OMKUPAICs Ha 00JaYHBIA TPOH,
TJIAA5 Ha MaJIeHbKYIO JINCUYKY, KOTOPYIO BEIPACTHII C AETCTBA, a Teleph CTOSBIIYIO PAAOM C HUM B
0ebX ofeXIax.

OH gyMar, 4To ero juculla Oblyla HemPeB30HMOEHHOM 10 KpacoTe, U flaXke ecu codpaTh BCeX CITyT
Heb6ecHoro [IBopa, OHK He CMOTYT CPAaBHUTHCSI C HUM B U3SIIIECTBE.

Chyi CJIEIIBI TeIIePb I'OBOPAT, YTO OH BCE emé IIPOIINTAaH JIeMOHI/I‘{eCKOfI 3Hepr1/1e171?!

Ecnu Ovl OHE He BBRITTIAOETIA TaKKMU XYyObIMU U HEBKYCHBIMHU, OH OBl AJaBHO UX IIPOTJIOTHUII.

Kopens mpo6ieMbl 3aKJTI04ascs B TOM, 4TO TaoTe OB Ype3MePHO OMEKAOIIUM.
— Bau Y, TH x0uems yuTtu?

OH cIpocuIl 3TO, fiyMasi, YTO eCJIU JIMCUYKa CKaXkKeT «HeT», Y Hero Oy[eT MOBOJ OTIIPABUTh 3TUX
CTapBIX KOHCEPBATOPOB MIPOYb.

Ho ctapuku 6imu Bo3aMymieHbl. HeGecHeli iMIepaTop clipaliiBaeT MHEHHE JTHCHET0 IeMOHa Iepe
BCeMU 6eCCMEpPTHHIMU?

Ho 4to onu mornu nofenaTs? 3Hasd xapaktep HebecHoro MiMmepaTopa, OHU MOTJIM TOJIBKO MOT4a
3JIUTHCS.

Bait U mocmotpen Ha Yxkoy AHs. OH IPOBEN C HUM ITOC/IENHUE CTO JeT U Hurae Oosbiine He ObiBas. B
€ro TJIa3ax MOosSBUIIACh JIETKass PACTEPSIHHOCTh:

— 4 xo4y yuTH...

EMy HUKOTIA He HPaBUJIOCh 3TO MeCTO. Kaxkbii B3rJIsid, OPOIIeHHBIN Ha Hero, OB MOJT0H 37100k, OH

CTBIIAJI, KaK MajleHbKre 6ecCMepTHEIE TOBOPUIIM O TOM, KaK OHM XOOST B MUP CMEPTHHIX [IJIs
TPEHUPOBOK, ¥ BCIIOMHUHAJI T€ KOPOTKHE IeCSITh THEH, BCE emé MeuTas 00 9TOM.
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