EBHyx JIu BHIHYKIeHHO MOBEN Briepén. Ummepatop Yy ¢ ropaenuBeIM BUAOM HampaBuiics B UepTor
yIoKoeHus ¢peHukca. MaxHyB PYKOH, OH OTOCIaJl BCeX CNyT. BHYTpH, 3a HUCTIa#aOUMU
XPYyCTaJIbHBIMHU IIITOPaMH, BO3JIeKajla KpacaBulla, OfeTasi B POCKOIIHEIE ofeXk bl E€ u3siHas pyka
noffiepXKuBaja rojIoBy, I0Ka OHa OTHbIXajla Ha KyIIeTKe.

PsimoM ¢ He¥t B KoibIOe M MUPHO CIlajia MajeHbKas mpuHiecca. Mmmneparop Uy B3rasHY Ha CISIIYIO
KopoJieBy ®3HBH, 3aTeM IOIOIIENT K MIafeHIly, C HEHaBUCThIO YCTABUBIIKUCH Ha Hero. OH yxe
IPOTSIHYM PYKY, YTOOHI 3aMyIIUTh peOEHKaA, HO KOpOoyieBa, pa3byKeHHas IIaraMu, TyT XkKe OIMyCTHUIach
Ha KOJIEHH.

— ITpuBeTCTBYIO Ballle BeTUYECTBO, uMmepaTop dy.

— ®3HBY, MBI CHOBA BCTPETHIMCE. CIIBIIIA, YTO 3a 9TH [ECITh JIeT TH He Oblna B (haBope. 2Kajeelrs
JIU THI, YTO TOTZA He BHIIIIA 3a MEHS? — C MIPEe3PUTENIbHOM YCMEIIKOM ITPOM3HEC UMITePaTop.

®3HBHU, CMYIIEHHO OMYCTHB T'OJIOBY, OTBETHUIA:

— 4 yxe 3amyxkeM. [Ipoiminoe He U3MeHUTE. [Ipo1ly Ballle BeTMYeCTBO IOIaAUThL HEBUHHOTO

MIIageHIa.

— Tonbko yOUB 3TOT0 BEIPOAKA, I CMOTY YTOJIUTH CBOI0O HEHABUCTh, — C KECTOKOCTHIO B TJla3ax
IIPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP.

9T0 3acTaBuno O3HbBU 3an1akaTh ¥ yMOJIATh:

— Bamre BennuecTBO, 3TO 5 BUHOBATA Iepeq BaMu. HakaxuTe MeHs, HO nomanuTe pe6énka. OHa
BCEro JIWIIb MJIafieHel], IIPOIILy Bac, OTIYCTUTE ee!

HWwmMnepatop, TeM BpeMeHeM, Hadall pa3BsA3bIBaTh JIEHTH Ha OfeXKAe MyafeHIa:

— Mnapenen? 4 xouy nu4yHO yOEOUTHCS, MaIbYUK 3TO UM J€BOYKA.

®3HDBY, UCIYTABIIKUCH, CXBATHUIIA €TI0 PYKY:

— IIpoury Bac, He r'yOuTe 4eCTb MO HOYepH.

— YecTh? DTO BCETO IUITL MIafleHell, KaKas YeCTb? — C HAaCMEIIKOM IIPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP,
IIPUCTANbHO TAas Ha ®3HbU. — WU TH YTO-TO CKPHIBAEIIh?

®sHBY, IHITAICh OTBIEYDL €r0, CKa3asa:

— Balire Benmu4yecTBo, TOTa BB IPUCJIaId CBATOB K MOEMY OTIly, IIOBEPUB CJIyXaM, YTO, KEHHUBIIUCh
Ha HacnegHulle pona ®aH, BRI npuHeceéTe Gnaromnonyune Hapony. MmnepaTtop KO3 Toxke Tak mymar.
Ho s — ypoxenka )3, u oTel] Beslell MHe BEIUTU 3a HacJIeMHOTO NpuHIa. f Oviia 6eccunbHa. Temeps
JKe CTaJio SICHO, YTO BCEe 9TH JIeT€HOH — JI0XKb. MyafeHel], Oy[b OH MaJbYUKOM UJIU J€BOYKOMH, HE



yrpoxkKaeT BallleMy TPOHY.

— OH He yrpoxkaeT MHe, HO Hapo[ MOXKeT MOJHSTh BOCCTaHKE IO IPEIIorOM TOTO, YTO 3TOT
pebéHOK n3bpaH HeOecaMu, — C IPOCTHIO B I'1a3aX IPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, CXKUMAs HEXKHYIO IIet0
MJIafIeHIIa.

®ouBH, MOOIENHEB, CXBATHIIA €T0 PYKY, CJIE3HI TEKIIH 110 €€ JIUILY:

— Baire BenuuecTBo, OHa — geBouka. OHa He MOXKET yYHacJiefoBaTh TPOH, TeM Oonee mpenaTts Uy. Ha
€€ TyIeYe ecTh PO30BOE POOUMOE IISITHO B BUMe GheHMKca. TOJIbKO XKEHITUHLL HAIllero pojia UMEIOT
TaKie OTMEeTHHHL. Brl MoXeTe caMu yOequThCs.

WmMmepatop otnycTun pe6énka, u P9HBY Cpa3y XKe B3s/ia Ha PYKH IJIAYYIIyI0 TPHHIIECCY.

— JlokaXu MHE, — CTPOTO MPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP.

®3HBH IIOBEPHYIIa pe6éHKa " dKKYPATHO OTOOBHHYJIA OOEXKOY, OTKPEIB MaJIEHEKOE€ PO30BO€ IIATHO Ha
mniedve.

ViMmepaTop HaKJIOHUJICS, BHUMATEILHO OCMOTPEB OTMETHUHY, YOEOUBIINCH, YTO 3TO NENCTBUTEIHHO
IIPUPOLHOE IISTHO, & HEe TaTyUPOBKaA.
— Kak g Mory OBITh yBEpEH, UTO TOIbKO KeHIIWHB pofa ®3H UMeIoT Takue MaTHa? MoXeT, U y

MyK4YUH OHU €CTh?

— ¥V Mmoero GpaTa HeT TaKoro ISTHA, TOJIbKO YV MEHSI ¥ MOel Jouepu, — oTBeTua P3HBH,
IIOBEPHYBILKChH, YTOOHI T0JI0KUTL peOEHKa 00paTHO B KONMKIOEb, U ClIeTKa IIPUIIOTHSB OfleXKAy Ha
CBOEM IIPABOM IIJIeYe, OTKPHIB KpacHoe u3o0paxkeHrue peHuKca.

ViMmepaTop, 3aropeBUIMCh CTPACTHIO, TIOJIOKUI PYKH Ha €€ IJIeYU U Pe3KO0 CTSIHYIT OfeXkKay.
Ob6Haxunach Oel0CHeXKHas KOXKa, HeXKHas, Kak Hehput. E€ momaTku, U3SIIHbIE, KAK KPHITbS
0a004YKHM, ¥ MTUHUS T03BOHOYHKWKA OBIIN IIPEKPaCHHI.

®3HBYM BCKPUKHYA, CKPECTUB PYKH, UTOOB IPUKPHITL ce0s1. E€ UCIyraHHBIN KPUK JIUIIL Pa3KET
uMmiepaTopa. OH 0OHSJ €€ c3amu, IeTyst POOUMOE IISITHO Ha €€ Ijieye, U CUJION OTTSHYT €€ PYKH,
CPHIBasl OfEKMY.

Ero pyku 6myKpany mo e€ Tey.

— Her, otnyctuTe MeHs, — nakaia ®aHbH.

WmnepaTop mpuxascs rybamu K e€ yxy, Iernya:



— Kpuuu rpomue! ITocMoTpuM, KTo puneT Tebe Ha MOMOIIL. Bce CKaxyT, YTO TH caMma co0ja3HUIIa
MeHs. Ecoiu TH He TOTYUHUINLCS, 51 YObIO TBOIO MaJe€HBKYIO IIPUHIIECCY .

Ero pyka CKoONIb3HYyJa BHU3, ¥ OH I'Py0O0 IIPOU3HEC:

— 4 yxe BHyTpu. He conpotusnsaics. Te yKe 0II030peHa.

®9HBY, 3aKPHIB T'/Ta3a OT CTHIIA, OTBEPHYIACH.

YIoBIETBOPUB CBOE XKeJNIaHKe, UMIIepaTop MoIeIoBal U3MydeHHyI0 O3HBY U MATKO CKa3al:

— 4 yBe3y Teb6s B Uy, cnenaio Tebs HaloXHULIEH. Y MeHS TOIBKO ONUH CHIH. ECU TH pOJUIIbL MHE
emé netel, s caenalo Te0st uMmneparputiei. Ho Thl He CMOXKeIb B3ITh C CO00¥ IIPUHIIECCY .

®3HDBU PEIUTENHHO OTTOJIKHYJIA €T0:

— 4 He yupy. {1 X04y TOJIBKO CBOIO A0OYb.

— 4 mato Tebe MecsI] Ha pa3MBIIIIIEHNEe, — YCTAJIO IIPOU3HEC UMIIEPATOP, JT0KACh OTOBIXATh.

B 9TOT MOMEHT MajieHbKas MPUHIIECCA, CJIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO KTO-TO XOUET OTHSTh Y HEE MaTh,
3amrakana. ®3HbY, TPUKPHIBIIKUCE OfEsI0oM, 0OHSIA €€, HO MJIafieHell, TOYysB YyKOoH 3alax,
OTKa3BIBAJICSI OpaTh rPyMb.

KoporneBa nmoxepTBoBasna co60i, 4TOOBI CITACTH CBOIO 0Yb OT CMEPTH.

B Yeptore Xynpas umnepaTop Yy, cuas Ha 30JI0TOM TPOHE, C TOPAOCThIO IPOU3HEC:

— Kamniyiep, To nopcuuTan ka3uy K03? Korpma Ml TOIy4YuM ISATHCOT THICSAY JITHOB cepebpa B
KayeCcTBe KOMIIeHCaluu?

Kanmnep Yy UH onmycTusics Ha KOJIEHHU:

— Bame BennyecTBo, Ka3Ha K03 nycta. HeT meHer fans BeniaTel. YWHOBHUKY TOBOPSAT, YTO IOCIIE
HECKOJIbKUX JIET BOMHEI OHA OIyCTella, a boraTeie ropofia yKe AaBHO 3aXxBaYeHHl HAMU...

— XBatuT 60nTaTh. CKONILKO eIé He XBaTaeT?

Yy WUu omycTumn roaosy:

— TomnpKo monoBrHa cobpaHa. OCTanoch eIle CTOILKO XKe.

— Ecnu HeT fgeHer, yCTh 3amiaTAT jJoapMu! OTIpaBbTe TPUALATH THICAY SJIUTHHIX BOUCK U3
cronuubl FO3 mog koMaHmoBaHue rerepasna ['ao ®3s. OH BHICTYNIUT Yepes3 OeCsTh OHeM, YTOOh



atakoBath Y. ['eHepan ['ao dH u kaHuep Yy UH octanyTcs B F03. d ckopo BepHYyCH B Uy.

I'enepanel ['ao @3y, ['ao AH u KaH1yIep Yy MH NOKJIOHUIUCE:

— M=l nogyuHIEeMCH.

VimnepaTop Yy, yBepeHHBIN B cebe, BHITIAAEN ropaenuBo. YuHoBHUKY H03, HaOnIofaBIIre 3a HUM, He
MOTJIA CKPBITh CBOET'0 HETOJOBAaHUS, HO HUKTO HEe OCMEeJINBAJICA BEICKA3aThCs.

[Tocne oOCyXkaeHUs TOCyJapCTBEHHEIX [IeJl UMIIepaTop OCTaBUJI TOCYyJapCTBEHHOT0 HacTaBHUKa F03:
— Cuumu pyOammky. 9 xo4y yBULETb, €CTh I ¥ TeOs 3HaK GeHuKca.

l'ocymapCcTBeHHBIN HaCTaBHUK, HEHaBUA UMIIEpaTOpa 3a pa3pylleHre CTPaHbl U IOpyraHue ero

CECTpHI, CKaJl KyJlaK¥, CKPEIBasi CBOIO sipoCTh. OH MOBEPHYJICS U CHSN pyOaliKy, 06HaXKUB TTIagKyIo
criuHy. Hukakux 3HaKOB.

— Baliie Be1n4eCcTBO, TOJIBKO XKEHIITUHEL pona ®5H UMEIOT 3HaK d)eHI/IKca. y MYZXK4YWH €ro HeT.

ViMmepaTop MOMOIIEN, OCMOTPETI €T0 CIUHY U, YIOBIETBOPEHHKIH, VIIETN.

Bpat ®3HBE yMep BCKOpe Iocie poxmeHus. Ero MaTh peigana, a oTel], YTo0bl 3a0BITh TOpe,
OTIIPABUJICS BBIMUTH. BRI U3 mOMa, OH yBUIe OPOLUIEHHOT'0 MJTafieHIla Ha ITopore. Bo3aMoXHO, 3TO
Obla MuoCcTh HeOec umu cynb0a. HeBaxkHo, 110 Kakol npuurHe, otel PoHBY B35 peOEHKA U
BBIPACTHUJI €T'0 KaK CBOETO ChIHA, IIEPENAB MY CBOIO OJIXKHOCTD.

006 3ToM 3HaM TOMHKO O3HBY U CaM T'OCYyOapCTBEHHBIM HaCTaBHUK. Bce ocTanmbHEIE, KTO 3HAT
IpaBAy, yKe UM U3 XXKu3HU. ViHade oH Obl He yHACTIEN0BaJI 3Ty OOIKHOCTD.
B [IBopue ymokoenus penrkca ummnepaTop Yy cHoBa 00HAT PIHBU:

— 4 pgato Tebe mocnenHui maHC. 1 rOTOBMIOCH BepHYThCA B Uy. Ecnu TH mOUAENb CO MHOI, 51 Oyny
XOPOIII0 06pamnaThCs ¢ TOO0M U MPUKAKY JIeKapsM YKPEIUTh TBOE 300POBbEe, UTOORI THI MOTJIA
ObICTPEE POOUTH MHE IEeTel.

®oHBH, BCcerna X0IoaHas U coep:KaHHasi, OTTOJIKHYJIa ero:

— BrI x0THTE, YTOOH 51 CTaka MOCMELIUIIEM AJIsI Bcero Mupa? A He y#ny. f He OPOIIy CBOIO IOYE.

I/IMHepaTop OOHSITT €€, TIOIIeJIOBA U MTOJI0XKHUIT Ha KPOBATh.

— 4 Kaxnayio Ho4b 0CTaloCh 37eck. Pa3Be npaButens KO3 He 3HaeT 06 aToM? Eciu T OCTaHEUILCS
3mech, y Tebst HeT Oynyiero. Tol ¥ Tak He Oblnla B (haBOpPe, Teneph OH OymeT mpe3upaTh Tebs el
OosbIie.



— ¢ nyuie yMpy, HO HE OCTABJIIO CBOIO OYb.
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