[TpoxwuB aBe xu3uM, TaH YKao Bcerga MosBIANACE Iepe] TIOAbMEI B MyKCKOM 001u4dbe. OCOOEHHO
neper MuHza — 3T0 ObLI IEPBHIM pa3, KOTHa OHA caMa IIpU3Haslach B CBOEM UCTHUHHOM IIOJIE.
[IpousHecs 3to, Tan Ykao Ha MIHOBEHUE [I0YYyBCTBOBajla CJI0XKHYI0 TaMMy 3MOLKM, a 3aTeM,
omacasich, 4To MyH[a He IOBEPUT, OCTOPOKHO B3sJ1a €€ PYKy U IIpuKaa K CBOEU I'PyLH.

Omexma 1 MaHepa noBefgeHus TaH YKao HIYEM He OTJIMYAIMCh OT MYy2KCKHX, ¥ OHA BHITJISAENA Kak
MOJIOMIOH YeJIOBEK C MPUSITHON BHEIIHOCTHIO M MY2KECTBEHHOCTHIO, HO €€ IPydb Oblyla MSATKOM. MuHa,
IIPUKOCHYBIIKUCH K HEH, OILIyTHUIIa MSATKOCTh, YTO ITOATBEPAMIIO €€ CII0Ba, HO OOJIbIIIEe BCETO e
II0pa3uo cepauebreHne, YETKO OLIyI[aeMoe II0f JafoHb0... «TYK-TyK», pUTMUYHOE U CHUJIbHOE.

HeoxupasHo [y cebss MuHfa I04yBCTBOBasIa, Kak y He€ 3allleMuso B HOCY, a I'/la3a HalOJHUIIUCh
Cle3aMu.
Tan Yxkao, yBUEB 3TO, UCIIyranach ¥ CIPOCUTIA:

— Yro ¢ ToO0#? [ToueMy TH BAPYT IIaYelhb?

MuHOa MOPrHy/a, €€ OJIMHHBIE PECHUIIBI CTAIU BJIa2KHBIMU, HO CaMa OHa BHITJISIfIe/la PaCTePSHHOM:
— 4 He ninavy.

Ho emBa oHa 3TO mpou3Hecsa, Kak 10 e€ IeKe CKaTUIach Cje3a, CJIOBHO OIpoBepras eé cjaosa. Torga
OHa CMYIIEHHO moOaBUIIa:

— HaBepHnoe, 3T0 oT 60H.
Tan Y2Kao MOYyBCTBOBasIA e11é OOJIbIIe KAJIOCTH U, BRITUPAS €€ CIE3RI, BOPYT AOCTasla U3 pyKaBa
3eJIEHOTO TPABSIHOTO Ky3HEYHKa ¥ MPOTSHyIa ero MuHma:

— 3Jto0 TBOM ATHH mepenain Tebe. C Hel BCE B MOPSIOKE, OHA CKa3asia, YTOOBI TH XOPOIIIO JIEYUIIACh.

MuHpga B3s/1a Ky3HEYHKa. OH OBIIT IBHO CBE2XKHUM, TOJIBKO 4YTO CIZIETEHHBIM.

Korpa-to Cyn Tun gapuina MuHOa MHOXKECTBO TaKUX Ky3HEYHMKOB — HUYETO LIEHHOT 0, HO CHEeJIaHHBIX
CBOMMHU pyKaMu. MaseHbKas IIPUHIIECCa, HECMOTPS Ha CBOE BHICOKOE II0JIOXKEeHUe, IeHNIa TaKue
nofapku 0oJIbIlle, YeM OparoleHHOCTH. B35iB Ky3HeUYrKa, OHa cpa3y y3Hala, YTO OH OBII clenaH
pykamu CyH TuH.

MuHpa 6epexkHO IIpoBesia IabllaMy 110 Ky3HEYHKY, a 3aTeM, IMOAHSB I'7la3a Ha TaH YKao, CHOBa
BHITJIsIeNIa pacTepsiHHOU. [Ipexne yeMm Tan Yxkao ycnena CIIpOCUTH, YTO CIYYUIIOCH, MajleHbKas
IIPpUHIIECCa HEYBEPEHHO IPOU3HeCa:

— Atug?

Taun Yxkao 3aMepiia, CMOTPA Ha Heeé C YOUBIJIEHHEM, YTO TOJIBKO IIOATBEPAUIIO OJOTAOKN Munpa.



MuHga caMa He MOTJIa 00BSICHUT, II0YEeMY, IPOCHYBIINCH, OHA ITOYYBCTBOBAIA, 4To TaH Ykao
KaxkeTcs 3HaKoMoi. [Tony4yuB Ky3HeYnKa, B €€ cepille 3a3Bydasl rooC, HallOMUHAIOIIWH, YTO Iepef
Hel TOT, KOT'0 OHA Tak Xkpaaja. OHa Me[JIeHHO MOAHSIa PYKY, YTOOB MPUKOCHYThCS K nuIy TaH
YzKa0, OIIYTUB TEIUIOTY U MSATKOCTh HACTOSIIETO IUIla, ¥ CHOBA CIIPOCHUIIA:

— ATHH, oYeMy THl TaK U3MEHUIACh?!
Tan Yxkao oHeMera, Tsias Ha MuHfa c elne 00blei CI0XKHOCTHIO B T'la3aX, ¥ 4epe3 HEKOTOpoe
BpeMs CIIpoCHua:

— Kak T MeHs y3Hana?

MuHpga oTBeTHIa, KaK 6yATo 3TO OBIJIO caMO Cco00# pa3yMeIoImIMCS:

— Trl momapuia MHe Ky3HEUHKa, s ero y3Hana. TH ero cIiena.

Tan YKao He Morya 06bICHATh MUH/Ia, IOUEMY OHa CTajla TaKOH.

He TonmbKO BHEIITHE — OHA ITOMHMUIIA, YTO JeCATh JeT Ha3af, Korga CyH TuH Oblla XKUBa, MaJleHbKast
IIPUHIIECCA He 3HaJsla, YTO OHA IIepeofieBaeTCs B MyxKuuHy. Ho Temeps, KOrjga OHa CKa3aja 3To,
MuHa IpPUHSIA 9TO TaK JIETKO.

Ecmu 6Bl OHA mpu3Hamach MuHpaa OecsATh JeT Ha3afl, IPUHsIa Ok OHa 3TO TaK Xe?

Heoxupganuo Tan YxKao momymasa 00 3TOM, HO 3aTeM 0TOpPOCHIia CBOM HepealbHble MBICTTH — BPeMS
IIPOIIJIO, ¥ AyMaTh 00 3TOM OBIJI0 0€CCMEBICTIEHHO, la ¥ TOTHa 9TO He UMeJio Okl OOJIBIIOro 3HaYeHHUS.

Hruopupys Borpoc MuHpga, Tan YKao MpogoKuila yxaXkKMBaTh 3a HEM, HAKOPMHUB €€ PUCOBOU
kamed. Korga MuHa HeMHOTO HaChITHIaCh, OHa CHOBA Hayasia o0pabaThiBaTh €€ PaHHL.
MarnenbKkasa MpUHIlECCa, JepXkKach 3a 0fessio, IoOKpacHea:

— 4, 1, MoXKeT, 1 caMa cheJalo.

Tan YKao, mepKa B pyKax JIeKapcTBa U OMHTHI, CMOTpEJia Ha He€ C YKOPOM:

— Ho THI He yMmeels.

3aTeM mobaBwuia:

— Temeps MBI 00€ KEHIIWHEI, Tebe He 0 YeM OeCIIOKOUTLCS, MTPOCTO IMPeiCTaBh, YTO 3TO CIyra

roMoraer Tebe.

MuHpa He cpa3y corjlacuiachk, a BMECTO 3TOT0, KaXkeTcs, 0 YEM-TO ITofiyMaJia, U e€ IEKU
nokpacHenu emné 6onpine. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPeEMS OHA HAaKOHEI] PeIluach ¥ MEIJIEHHO OTITyCTHIIa



OIesyIo:
— Hy, Torga maBan.
Tan Ykao He cTajna yranydasaTeCs B MBICIM MUH/A, a ¥ He MOTJIa UX MOHATH. [laxe eCcliu JecsTh JIeT

Ha3aJl OHA 3Hajla MaJIeHbKYI0 IIPHHIIeCCY JIy4llle BceX, cefiyac MuHma Oblia IPOCTO YEJIOBEKOM,
IIOTEPSIBIIMM IIaMSTh, @ HE TOM, YTO OBIJIa B IIPOIIIIOM.

B ronose Tax Ykao MeIbKaI0 MHOKECTBO MBICTIeH, HO BHEIIIHEe OHA COXpaHsiyia CcrokoncTeue. OHa
TI0JIOXKMJIA JIeKapCTBa ¥ OMHTHI PSOOM M Hayalla PaCCTETMBATh OfeXay MuHMa, fenas 3TO C
JIETKOCTBHIO, Belb UMEHHO OHa U IepeofeBana e€. Ho Korga oHa foiia 0o HUuXKHero 6ebsi, 00Haxas
KOy, MUH[a BOPYT II0JI0KWIa PYKY Ha €€ PyKy.

Tan YKao ocTaHOBUTIACH U IOCMOTpPeETa Ha He€. MuH[a, BCE elllé KpacHas, HO C CEPhE3HBIM
BRIPAKEHUEM JIMLA, ITPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPeJIa Ha Heé:
— ATUH, TH XKEHUIILCS Ha MHE?

T'opno Tan Ykao mepexBaTUiIo, ¥ OHA He 3HaJa, UYTO OTBETUTH, IIBITAsICh BEICBOOOAUTE PYKY, HO
MwuHpa He OTIIyCKana.

ManeHbpKas IPUHIIECCA YIPSIMO CMOTpeNa Ha Heé, KpacKa C e€ JIuiia TOCTeIIeHHO CXOMKIa, ¥ OHa
IIOBTOPHIIA:

— ATUH, TH XXEHUIILCS Ha MHE"?

Tan Ykao 3akprina riasa, rmyboKo B3MOXHYJIA ¥, OTKPHIB UX, OTBETHIIA TBEPABIM I'OJIOCOM:

— MuHpa, nepectaHb. TH Ke 3Haellb, UTO 5 KEHIIMHA, KaK 5 MOTY Ha Tebe KEeHUTHCA?

MuHpa crerka cxasa Iajblibl, CJIOBHO 3aTPOHYTAsI STUMU CJIIOBaMU, HO e€ KoyiebaHue OJINIOCh JTUIITh
MTHOBEHHE, ¥ OHa CHOBa TBEPMO CKa3asa:

— Kakas pasnuna? ['maBHoe, 4To 3TO TH. C caMOro OeTCTBa S XOTejla BHIMTH 3a Tebs 3aMyxX.

9Tu cmoBa MuHIa HUKOTOa He ToBopuia paHbiie, 1 CyH TUH HUKOT{a UX He CIIblllalia, HO Telepb
OHH BCE e BLI3BAJIA B Hel BOJIHEHHE.

Opnaxko npexpe yeMm TaH Yxkao ycrena 4TO-TO CKa3aTb, MUHMA IPOLOJIXKUTIA:

— ATHH, yXKe MT03[HO coXkaseThb. TH ykKe o6pabaTriBajia MOU paHH U BUfela Moé Tejto. Korma Mbl
BEPHEMCS B CTOJIMILY, 5 TIOMPOILIY OTIa U30ATh YKa3, ¥ Thl He CMOXKEIh 0TKAa3aThCs.

CkazaB 3T0, OHa HaKOHeIl OTIyCTHIa PyKy Tan YKao U crerka yaslOHyIach.



Tan Y2kao CHOBa 3aMepJia, TIsIas Ha MuHOa, KOTopas HUYero He 3Haja, ¥ He 3Hajla, KakK CKa3aTh e,
YTO IIPOIIJIO IECSTh JIET, U €€ OTeIl yKe [ecsTh JIeT KaK IIOKOWHBIN uMIlepaTop. A Tenepb oHa 00JIbIIe
He Ta 06e33a00THAS MajIeHbKas IPUHIIECCa, KOTOpas MOTJIa HacjaaxkaaThCsd O0raTCTBOM, Kallpu3HWYas
nepeq OTIOM U OpaToM, — €€ 00513aHHOCTH ObLIM He MEeHbIIle, YeM Y UMIIepaTopa.

3amMeTHB CcTpaHHHIH B3I Tan Yxkao, MUHIA OCTOPOKHO MOTSIHY/A €€ 3a PyKaB H, TJISIOs Ha Hee,
crpocuna:

— ATuH, 4TO C TOOOH?

Tan Ykao MOprHyia 4, IpuAs B ce6s, OTBETUIIA:

— Huuero.

3aTeM OHa coOpasach C MBICTISIMU ¥ ITPOMIOIKKIIA ITePEBSI3bIBaTh PaHkl. HO Korga oHa pacKphiia
omexny MuH[a, eé pyKa CHOBa OCTAaHOBHJIACh, a YBUIEB €€ 00HAXKEHHYIO KOXKY, OHa II0OYYBCTBOBAJIA,

KaK KPOBb IIPUJIMJIA K €€ JIUIY — OHa caMa OLIylllaia, KakK e€ IEKY U IIest IOKPacCHeNH, U yKe He
MOTJIa COXPaHSTh IPeKHee CIIOKOWCTBHE.

MuHpa, BULS €€ CMylleHNe, IPOTSIHYyIa PYKY, YTOOB IPUKOCHYTHCS K €€ JIUITY, YTO TOJIBKO YCUIIUIIO
Kpacky Ha nuile TaH YXkao, ¥ 0OHa BLIPyralach:

— He 6amnyiics!

MuHpa, yCabIIIaB 3T0, yopana pyKy, 06uXKeHHO:

— Ho mHe 601bBHO.

Tan Ykao, KOTopas ¥ Tak OeiCTBOBalla OCTOPOXKHO, CTaja ellé 6ojiee HeXKHOM, He TOMHUMAasT
TOJIOBHL:

— Ecnu Tebe 00JIbHO, HE OBUTAMCS.

Ho MuHpa HacTauBania:

— Ecnu s gymaro 0 4€M-TO OpyroM, 60Jib CTAHOBUTCSI MEHbIIIE.

JlagHO, OHA XOTeJa MPUKOCHYTHCS K €€ NuIly, YTOOH 0TBIIeYbcs. TaH YKao 4yBCTBOBaia ce0st
OOHOBPEMEHHO pa3fpaxkEHHOM u ymMuneHHou. Ho, Bupst, kak MUH[A, CITyCTS HECATh JIET, CHOBA CTaja
TaKOU Kalpu3HoH, e€ cepplle pacTasio.
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