— TBl TOMOXKEIITh MHE YCTPAHUTh 3THUX IIpefaTesiel? — ero rila3a CBETUJIUCH JIETKOM YCMEeIKou. Xa,
OH He TOJIbKO He IIOMOTaJl, HO 1 3acTaBis ero youts aii u.

Xa... OH gelCTBUTENIBHO He OCTaBUJI HU KalljIi YyBCTB.

— Baire BennyecTBo, Bl AeliCTBUTENBHO HE MOLIaANTE XXKU3HU BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEePATPULILL U ee
nouepu? — Illun Yxkans, ragaas Ha Aub [135, 3agan aToT Bompoc. [Tonr B Kamepe OBII CHIPEIM, HO OH HE
YyBCTBOBaJ Xo0Jiofia. Ero yraerana nuiib 61M30CTh UMIIEPATOPA.

Aus I1a¥ yaeIOHYIICS, CTIOBHO TIOATBEPKast €0 CIoBa... Ho 3aTeM OH Mpou3Hec TO, YTO GBITI0
HACTOSIIIUM yIapOM.

— Ecnu TH coenaenb 9TO, S IIOBEPIO B TBOIO ITPeNaHHOCTh. MHade, 3amuilas mpefaTenei, Kak s
Mory Tebe moBepsTh? — ETo nmuiio G710 XOMOMHBIM, I'Ia3a MOJIHbL PELIUMOCTH.

— IMpaBma? — lun YKkaHb MEOJIEHHO YILIOHYICS.

OH mocMOTpes Ha XOJIoOHbIe T1a3a AHb [195 ¥ MATKO YIBIOHYICS:

— Torpga st UCIIONHIO TBOE XKeJlaHue, YTOOB! TH B ITOCTIEOHUYN pa3 y3HaJ MO0 UCTUHHYIO CYIIHOCTD.

Ero yneiOka cTana riny6xe, IOYTH PEIIUTEILHOM.

[uu YkaHb MOJHSJICS C MOKPOTO II0JIa, IIOTIPaBuI ofexkay. Ero nuiio Belpaxasio penmmocTb, KOTaa
OH Hampaswucs K [lan [Iu.

[aii [1Iu, yBUOEB €ro, CMOTpeia C HefJOBEpUeM:

— Lluu YxKaHb... — €e T0JI0C gpoxKaJl, 3Bydan xKanobHo.

Ho Llun YkaHb IPOOOJIKal UATH, eTo yias0Ka Oblla TOPbKOI, HO OH HE OCTaHOBHUJICS.

— Luu YkaHb, IpebIOYLIMN UMIIEPaTOP OTHOCUICS K Tebe ¢ mobpoToii. [Tai [Ilu mobut Tebs Bcei
MYILO¥M, Thl HE MOXKEIIh COBEPIIUTh TaKOe 37ofesiHre! — BIOBCTBYyIOIIas ©MIepaTpULa, BULS, YTO
[ux YxkaHb IPOIOIKAET UATH, CHOBa crpsTaia [lai I1Iu 3a coboii. Ee rooc 3By4as 0T4asiHHO.

dup I1a¥ cTOSITT B CTOPOHE, HabIonas ¢ mHTepecoM. ToIbKO OH 3HaJ, 4To, Korga Liux YxaHb moIren
K HUM, OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI CTPAaHHOE BO30yKEHHE.

CMOTpI/I, OH I'OTOB CHeJIaTh AOJisi MeHs BCe, NaXKe OTKa3aThbCA OT CBOUX IIPUHITMIIOB.



IITar Iuu YkaHa cierka saMenInicsa, HO 9TO OBIO egBa 3aMeTHO.

— llue YxaHb, IOAyMal 0 CBOEM AeAyIIKe, KOTOPHIM XAET, KOorfga Thl KeHuibcd Ha [lau [lu. Kak Te
00BSICHUIIIb €My, YTO yOunl Hac B TiIoppMe? KnaH LlyH HUKOTa He COBepIliasl TaKUX 3M0AesSHUuN! —
BposcTBywOIas uMnepaTpulia, IpoBes TOOLl B IBOPLIOBEIX MHTPUTaX, 3Hasa, KakK 3afeTh 3a KHUBOe.

Ho [Iun YXkaHb yKe MOJOLIEN K HUM. YCJIBIIIaB €€ CJI0Ba, OH BHITIAAEN Cllerka BUHOBaThIM. OH
nocMoTpen Ha [lai Iy, BEITIAABBAIOIIYIO H3-3a CIMHEL MAaTePH, U IOMaHUJI ee.

[au IIlu cnpsiTanack 3a MaTepsio, HO, yBUuAeB LluH YxkaHa, BHIISHYTIA.

— Hat [Iu, ugu cioga, — €ro ToJI0C 3By4all MSITKO U TePIIEIUBO, CIIOBHO OH IIPHHSJ BaXKHOE
peleHue.

Haii [IIu BHITJISIHYJIA ellle HeMHOT0, HO B r'a3ax LluH YkaHa oHA He yBU[eJla HU KallJu 371005I.
TONBKO MSITKOCTD U TEPIIEHUE.

— ITun YXkaHb... — ee TONoC OBbUI TUXUM, OHa HEYBEPEHHO M03BaJjia ero.

— Wnu croma, — OH CHOBA II03BaJI, €r0 I'0JI0C OBLI HEXKHEIM.

Ji[aﬁ [T cnerka BeIIIIA U3 YKPBITHA, CMOTPA Ha HwuH YkaHa, OLITASCh IOHATE...

— Hau Iy, BepHUCH! — KpUKHYJIA BOOBCTBYIOLIasd uMneparpulia, ¥ [au [y cHoBa cripsiTanacs.

fup T, yBUOEB 9TO, K3MEHMII 1103y, BHUMATENIbHO HabIiomas 3a BhpaxkeHueM nuia Lwa YxkaHa.

— Ian [Iu, ugu cioga... — LuH YkaHb ynbIbancs, ero pyka MIrko MaHHIa.

Haii [Tz po6KO BEHIMINA W3-3a CIIUHBEI MAaTEPH U, IPOTSIHYB PYKY, OBICTPO KOCHYIAch pyku Lun UxkaHa.
OH OBICTPO IPUTSHYI €€ K cebe, 00HSII.

Ero nmuiro octaBanoch MATKKAM, OH HEXKHO TTIaguI ee BOJIOCH. Hak/IOHUBIIKCE, OH IIeITHYII el Ha yXO:

— Bynb cunbHOM, 3TO MOXKET ObITh HEMHOT0 OOJIBHO. ..

Ero romoc Obin1 TEXUM, HO AHBb [19#, CTOSBIINY PSAOM, YCIIBIIIAT €ro. B ero rina3ax nosBuaach efpa
3aMeTHas pafoCThb.

— Hau Iu! — BOOBCTByMOIIAsA UMIIepaTpUlla Kprudasa, IbITasiCh OCTaHOBUTD JOYb.



— He Gotics, s mocnenyto 3a To00M. Ecimu He CMOTY XKeHUTHLCS Ha Tebe B 3TOM KU3HU, MBI TOXKEHUMCS
B cnepyioueit. [ToTepnu... — ero rojaoc ObUT MATKUM, OJTHBIM 3a00Th 1 6011, OH Kpenko o6Hsn [lai
[ITu, rags ee 1o CIIMHE, HafesCh, YTO OHA He IMTOYYBCTBYET CIIMIIKOM MHOT'0 0OJIH.

— lun YxaHse... — [au Iy npuxkanace K HeMy, CIylIas ero CjoBa 0 TOM, YTO OHU CTaHyT I1apou B
Cledywoller XKU3HU, U KUBHYIIA.

B ee rma3ax Ovln cTpax, HO OHa OblsTa TOTOBA Ha Bce pagu Llua YxkaHa.

[ToMuuIk, B gerctse Llun YKaHb yUUIICS ¥ TPeHUPOBaCs ¢ dub F0eM, a 1 mpsitTasach ¥ TAaHKOM
Ha0JIIomasna 3a HUMH.

Torma Llur YkaHb OBIIT €Ille MOJIOJLIM, HO CPey IIPUHIIEB OH BHIOEIISIICS CBOEHM cephe3HoCThIo. Korma
Aup FOu KanpusHUYas, OH TePIeIuBO CHOCHUI 3T0. Ka3aiocs, OH MOT BEIHECTH BCE...

[uu YxkaHb BCcerga OBLT APYTHUM.

]_[I/IH YxkaHb BCerma OBIIT noJIsl Hee ocobeHHBEIM. Bce ee MeUTEHI 0 6YI[YH.IGM OB CBSI3aHHEI C HUM. Eciu
OHa MOrya OBITh C HHM, HEBAXKHO, KVBd OHA HUJIX MEPTBA...

Iai IITu o6uama ua YxkaHga 3a TaIuo.

B Temnoii kamepe LluH YkaHb CMOTpENI Ha Hee C HeXKHOCTHIO0, a uLo Hau [Ilu cBeTUIoCh
JKePTBEeHHOU KpacoToi. OHM 00HMMAJIKCh, ¥ KapTHHA OblJIa IPeKpacHa.

Ia# Illu momHsiIa rojoBy, ee ryia3a 6JecTeNu OT Clies:

— Lun Yxkanb, 1 He 00t0Ch... He BomHyiicCS. ..

Luu YKaHb, IIA054 Ha ee IUI0, IIOJIHOE CJIe3, XOTe MOIeI0BaTh €€ B 1100.

Ho ero ry06u He ycnenu KocHYThes n6a [Hai 1111, Kak ero pe3Ko OTTaLWIN B CTOPOHY. Pyka dHb [13s
CXBaTHUJa €ro, CJIOBHO XeJIE3HbIY KallKaH.

Hait [In OnblIa 0T6pOH.IeHa B CTOPOHY, OHa yIIajila Ha IIOJI M JOJII'O He IIOJHMMaJlaCh, BEITJISAOENIa
XKaJIKo.

— Otnyctu! — LuH YKaHb ONBLITANICS BHICBOOOIUTHCS, HO, HECMOTPS Ha BCe YCUIIKS, He CMOT. Pyka
Ans [194 cI0BHO IpuUiUIa K ero IJIoTHU.

*Xnon!* — rpoMKUii 3BYK IOIIEYNHEL Pa3HECCS 110 KaMepe.



— KT0 ckasan OTl'Iy'CTI/ITI:? — Ppa3faicd THeBHHIM Tojioc AHb I1951, ero ria3a ropeiun AP0CThIO.

OroHb B €ro rita3ax OblI HACTOJIBKO CUIIBHBIM, YTO Ka3aJIOCh, OH IIOTEPAII PaCCyHoOK.

Lun YxkaHb, ¢ yIHIOKOW Ha JIHIIE, TIOHSII: TOIBKO YTO CTAB ©MIepaTopoM, AHb [19i yKe MOTHSI Ha
HEero pyky. Bugumo, mmocie TOro, Kak OH MCII0h30BaJl €ro, 60/blle He OBII0 HYXKIE B XOPOLIEM
OTHOIIIEHHUH.

YHUXKeHUs, JaBlieHre, Yaaphl. [Ipu Bcex, OH JeWCTBUTENIEHO He OCTABUIT HU KATlIu MIPEeXKHUX YYBCTB.
Xa, mpexXHUe YyBCTBa. Bugumo, oHU Bcerga OB TOBKO C €70 CTOPOHHL...

Aus [1a ymapun ero, HO €0 pyKa BCe ellle Kpenko Aepxkana LluH YxaHa.

— Ornycty, — XomoaHo cKalan Lua Yxans, riasagd B nuio A#s [1s4.

Adup Tit cxan ryoul. ETo pyka He fiBUTanacs.

— Ornycty, — CcHOBa cka3asl LluH YxKaHb, €ro roioc 3By4as TBEPHO.

Ausw [1a4 cMOTpen Ha Hero, ero pykKa Bce ellle KPenKo gepxkKaria.

— llun YxaHnb... — [au [llu, nexa Ha IOIy, C TPYAOM IIOAHSJIA TOJIOBY, 30BS €r0. Yaap, KOTOPHY OHa
moJTy4uia, ObII HACTOIBKO CUIBHEIM, YTO OHA BHITJISIIENIa U3MOXKIEHHOM.

BmoBcTBYyIOIIAst UMIEpATPHUIlA TOCTIEInIa K Hel, 00HsIa.

— Mawma... un Yxkansp, Llun Yxkans... — [au Iy no3Bana MaTh, a 3aTeM CHOBa IIOBEPHYJIAch K LIuH
YKaHIO, €e TeJI0 BEIPHIBAJIOCh U3 OOBATUN MaTePH, IILITAsICh CXBATUTH €TI0 OfIeXKAY.

— Otonmu! He Tporaii ero! — AHb 1311 OTTONKHYJ CBOIO CECTPY, ETO JUI0 OBIIO 37IBIM, CJIOBHO OH
XOTeJl YOapuTh ee CHOBA.

— Oroupu, — xonopHbM ronoc Llue YkaHa pa3pancs B ymax AHb [194.

OH moBepHYJICS, MPUCTAJbHO IIsAs Ha LluH YkaHa, cKaB ryOrl. 9To BelpaxkeHue Lun UYxkaHb 3HAT —
OHO TIOSIBIISITIOCH, Korma fAHb I19# Obln paccTpoeH. PaHbIe, Korga oHKM ccoputuch, LIua YkaHb Bcerga
IIOJXONUII K HEMY, YBUIEB 3TO BEIPAKEHUE.

Ho ceftuac Llua YkaHb CMOTpEI Ha HETO XOJIOMHO, 6e3 TEHU MSTKOCTH.



— OTouagu, — cKa3aJl OH.

Xopomo! OtnuyHOo!

Aup Ia1 coenarn mar BIIepen, ero IpucCyTCTBue CTajio JaBAIIHUM.
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