OObIuHbIEe TPU3PAKU Ha CaMOM [iefie He TakK YK ¥ CuIbHbL. OHU HamagaloT TONBKO Ha TeX, y KOT0
cnaboe miams. V mofei ¢ CUITBHBIM IJTaMEHEM, CKOJIBKO OBl pa3 Thl HU 060pa4YMBasICs, OHU HE CMOTYT
€ro0 IIOTACHUTb.

Ho y nmiopedt co cabbIM mytaMeHeM, 0COOEHHO eCIi UM He Be3€eT, JaxKe MPOTyJKa y peKu MOXKeT
3aKOHYHUTHCS BCTPeYeH C BOOSHBIM IIPU3PAKOM U yTOIIeHUueM. [103ToMy M0fsaM co cinabbiM
IJTaMeHeM JIydllle He XOIUThb K peKe UJIU K MecTaM, Tfie KTO-TO YTOHYJI, a [T0CJie HaCTYIJIEHUs
TEMHOTHI He BEIXOJUTH U3 lOMa.

4 Ovlnma OMHOM M3 TeX, KTO Yalle BCero BUIEI 9Ty HEYHUCTh. K cuacTtsio, Y MeHdA OBITI0 KpeIKoe
300POBBE, C OETCTBA A OBlna BBIHOCJIMBOM, ¥ MOSI STHCKas 9QHEPrud OBlna OOCTAaTOYHO CUJIbHOM, YTOOBI
He I10AOaBaThCA UX BIMSAHHUIO.

OpHaKo [aoc cKasal, YTO II0CJie OeCSATH JIeT MOl S9HEPrUsa HaYHeT CMeIaThCsl B CTOPOHY UHb, U 5
MOTY IIPUBJIEYb K ce0e HeUUCTh. [109TOMY, yXO[isi, OH ITONAapUIl MHE MaJIeHbKYIO MePEBSIHHYIO
TAOIMYKY C HETIOHSITHHIMY Y30paMH, KOTOpasi, KaK OH CKas3aJl, 3aIllUTUT MeHs. MaTh Bcerga HOCHIa
ee CO MHO1.

Ho s u momymaTh He MOTJIa, YTO Hallla CBSI3b OYHOET ropa3fo Iriy6ke, 4eM IMPOCTO CaydaiHas
BCTpeuya.

Ho aTo yxe gpyras ucropus.

Crapocrta mepeBHU Baii ObIT HACTOSIINM KPECThTHUHOM, MAacTEPOM B BEIPALIIUBAHUY PHUCA, U OH
BCeTfIa IOMOTajl B OpraHU3alliH [TI0XOPOH B IepeBHe. Ho ¢ HaCUIbCTBEHHOM CMEPTHIO OH CTOJIKHYJICS
BIIepBLIe. He mMest OmbITa, OH PEIInI IelCTBOBATh 10 0OKIYasiM IePeBHH.

Crapocra npuka3aj BETAIIUTh TeJI0 TeTu [JyHa Ha Oeper U, He IpuAaB 3TOMy 0C000T0 3HAUYEeHU4,
nmo6exas B oM ceMbd BaH, 4TOOBI COOOIIUTE UM O CITy4YuBIIEMCS. BeceHHue qHU OBUIHM KOPOTKUMHU, U
K TOMYy BPeMeHH, KaK OH fo0paJcs, yKe CTeMHe0. Y Tejla OCTaIuCh JBOe MYXKYKH: MSICHUK YXKaH,
KOTOPHIM CIIeITMaIM3uPOBAJICS Ha 3a00e CBUHEH W KOPOB, U IJIEMSIHHUK CTAapoCThl, Csio X3.

JIyHa Me[jIeHHO MTOJHSIACh Hafl BePIIHHOM rOpHl, U ee OJIe[MHEIM CBET 0CBETHII H3YPOJOBAHHOE BOMOKI
nu1io TeTy [IyHa, Ha KOTOPOM 3aCThiIa CTPaHHAs YIIBIOKa.

Csi0 X3, mpoTupad riasa, C y2KacoM yCTaBUJICA Ha TeJIo0 U, CXBaTUB MJICHUKa UYKaHa 3a PYKY,
ITPOIIeNTal:

— 39TO Teno... 0HO caMo ynbibaeTcs! 3To Tak CTPAIIHO!

MsicHUK YKaH, YCMEXHYBIIKUCh, OTTOJIKHYII €70 PYKY:

— O, Cs0 X9, TH ke 00pa30BaHHbIM YeI0BEK, KaK Thl MOXKEIIb OBITh TAKUM TPYCIUBLIM? THI 3Ke
MYXKUYMHa, a Befellb ce0s Kak IeBYOHKa!



Cs10 X He ocMenucs 60bIme TOBOPHUTH, €r0 JIUI0 mo6ienHerno, PYKa OpozKaila, YKa3biBasd Ha TEJI0 Y
HOT MSICHHKa YxKaHa, ¥ OH, 3aUKasCh, IIPpOU3HeEC:

— OTO0... 3TO He cTpamHo? Thl AeMCTBUTENbHO CMeNbii! HeT, HeT, f... 1 yX0xXYy!

CnozKuB PyKH, OH HayaJl IenTaTh: «KAMUTO(}O, ITPOCTUTE, IPOCTUTE...» U, TIATICh, ORICTPO yOexkKaIl.

MscHuK YXKaH, pelnB, YTO TOT IIPOCTO TPYC, MITIOHYIT BCIIEM:

— U 9T0 00pa30BaHHEIN YeI0BEK!

3aTeM OH B3TJISIHYJ Ha TeJI0 Y CBOMX HOT. Pa3myToe NuIlo, MOKPHITOEe THUIOIIMMU y4aCTKaMu, eBa
COXPaHSJI0 YelloBeuecKue yepThl. Hukakoii ynplOKY, faxe cjae3 He OblJI0. 3aKpHITHE IIa3a Ka3aluch
cugmuMu. KpoMe yKacHOTO Bua, HU4Yero 0COOEHHOTO.

MscHuk YxkaH HeicTBUTENBHO OblT cMenbiM. Ero paboTa ¢ yOUCTBOM KUBOTHBIX HATIOJIHSIA €TI0
CUJIbHOM 3Hepruey, 1 oObYHbIE IPU3PAKU He OCMeINBaIuCh NpubnuxaTthcsa K HeMy. Kpome Toro, oH
BEPUJI, UTO, €CJIM He COBepIIaTh 3714, He4ero 60AThCS IPU3PaKOB HOYLIO.

ITom cBETOM JIYHHI OH JOCTAJ THIKBY-(QJISTY C BAHOM M Hadasl MUTh. ITO OBIJIO HE caMoe JIydillee BUHO,
HO OH Bcerfa OpaJt mapy IJIOTKOB repen 3a0oeM, 4ToOB B3OOOPUTHLCS, a 3aTEM IIJIeBajl Ha HOXK, YTOOH
YMEHBIINUTE CTPAaHUs JKUBOTHEIX.

Kto OmI elge OCMEJINJICA TaK CIIOKOMHO IMUTh BUHO U HaleBaTh cebe 104 HOC B TaKOl MOMEHT.

Cewmbs TeTH [IyHa Xula fajieKo, ¥ 4TOOB HOOPAThCS MO IoMa CeMby BaH Ha BOCTOKE MEepPeBHU, HYKHO
ObLI0 IPOITH HECKOIIBKO 1. Korpa crapocTa mobparscs oo noMa, oH coobmuin Ban Teuxy, 4To ero
JKeHa yTOoHy/na. Ban Teuxky He MOBEpUI, HaCTauBasl, YTO €T0 XKeHa yexasa K PONUTESIM U elrle He
BEPHYJIAaCh, a UX CHIH OblI ¢ Hel. OH maxe 0OBUHUII CTAPOCTY B MIPOKJISITUM M, XJIOMHYB [IBEPhIO, Hayal
pyraThcs.

He ycmen oH 3aKOHYKTH, KaK B IBEPh CHOBA MOCTy4Yanu. OTKPEIB, OH YBUMAEI CBOETO TeCTs, JIi0
Ll10aHs, CTOSIIIET0 Ha IIOpore ¢ TPYOKOH B PYKe.

Ceropgns ObLn CTPaHHEIH AeHb. JIio 1j0aHb BO3BPAIAJICS U3 TOPOMAA U, MPOXOAs MUMO [OMa CeMbHU
Ban, pemmn nipoBefaTs OYb U BHYKA, Ollacasich, YTO BaH Teuxky He IIyCKaeT UX K HEMY. YBULEB, Kak
cTapocTa fiepeBHU Baii u Ban TeuxXy ccopsTcs, OH He CTaJl BMEIIUBAThLCS, a IPOCTO 3aKypuil TPyOKy
1 CKa3al:

— Oi1, Bau Teuxy, [IyH CsiH roBopuia, 4TO IPUAET IOMOYb C KyKypy30H, a g yXke Bce coenan. ['me

oHa? TeI cHOBa ee oOumen?

Bau Teuxy OBbIJT ©U3BECTEH CBOMM CKBEPHBEIM XapaKTepOoM, U, KOT{la HaluBaJjcs, 4acTo 6ui teTio [yH.
41 cama Bu7eJia, KaK OH OCTaBJISI Ha ee Tejle CUHSKH.



Oren TeTu [lyHa OBUT yIIPSIMBIM CTApUKOM. XOTSI eMy OblsT0 60JTbHO BULETH, KaK HOYb CTPAlAET, OH HE
paspeman e pa3BOgUTHCS. B To BpeMsi B IepeBHe pa3Bof OBLI 1030POM, IT03TOMY OH IIPOCTO
HAXOMUJI IPUYUHEI, YTOOBI OYb C BHYKOM MOTJIM YKPHITHCS Y HETO.

JTio LltoaHb OB KPEIKUM KPECThbIHUHOM, U, X0TS BaH Teuxky OBINT BCIIBIBYUBEIM, OH HE Pelnajcs C
HUM CBSI3BIBAThCS, TAK KaK UCXO[ ApPaKu MOT ObITh HETPEOCKa3yeMbIM.

CrapocTa gepeBHU Bali, yCcibIlaB pa3roBOp, BEPHYJICA U, He NOXKUAasICh 0TBeTa BaH Teuxy, cxBaTun
JIro LlroaHd 3a pyKy:
— Crapuk JTio, [IlyH CsH yTOHYIa, a 9TOT yInpsaMel] MHe He Beput! Ilokgem K 3aBogp, TOCMOTPHU caM!

JIro Loanb engBa IepeBeJl ObIXaHue, €r0 I'lla3d HAIIOJTHUJINCh Y2KaCOM. On TYT 2Ke IIOIIEJI C CT&pOCTOﬁ
K 3aBOfb, a Ban Tefm{y, YCIIBIIIIAB CJIOBa TE€CTs, HaKOHEIl IIOBEPHUJI U ITIOCIIEIINII 3a HUMH.

Korpma oHu mo6panuch 00 3aBOAb, [IBOE MYXKUUH, OCTaBIE€HHBLIX CTOPOXKUTE TeJo, ucye3nu. Ctapocra
po cebs BHIpyTacs, HO, He Tepsis BpeMeHH, noasen JIo 1{ioaHs K Teny.

JIro Llroansp, npoTupas riasa, C TPYLOM pas3TiIsifer JIUL0, HO OfeXay y3Hal cpaly. Bad Teuxy,
3arsiHyB, YBUAEI Ha JIMLe Tejla KpaCHOe IITHO — popuMoe IATHO [IyH CsH, 1 3aKpudar:

— Oto peuctBuTentHO [IyH CaH! I'me mou ceiH? [IoueMy ero HeT?

JIro LoaHb yoapui ero 1o Jully:

— TwI X04erb, YTOOBI C MOUM BHYKOM YTO-TO CJ'Iy‘-II/IJ'IOCb?

Ban Teuxy, noTupas meKy, 6bICTPO OTBETHUI:

— Her, HeT! Moii CBIH He 37€Ch, CJlaBa 00Ty, OH B 6e30macHOCTH!

K Tomy BpeMeHU yxKe Oblna riny0oKas HOUb, ¥ OHU MOIBITAINCh IIEPEHECTH TeJo TeTH [yHa HOMO.
Ho xaK TO/IBKO OHU KOCHYJIUCH €T0, UX 0XBATHUJI JIEIEHIIUN X0JI0, CUIbHEe, YeM B CaMble MOPO3HEIEe
3UMHUE JHU.

CrapocTa mepeBHU Bau gpoxar:

— Ilouemy cerogHs Tak X0JIOOHO?

JTio LTtoaHb, OXBaueHHEIM TOpeM, He oOpalllal BHUMaHUS Ha X0JI0[ U, CTy4a cebsi B rpynb, pyran Ban
Teuxy:

— ThI, YOITIOMOK, MOST IOYb 2KHUJIa C TOOOH B IIOCTOSTHHEIX IMTOO0SIX, a TeIeph, KOTHa OHa MePTBa, ThI
Gouttbesi ee! Ecu THI HE OTHECEIIh ee JOMOM, s caM OpPOIIyCh B PEKY!



Ban Teuxy, yCIbIIaB 3TO, He OCMEJIUIICS COMIPOTUBIATLCS. Ha caMoMm gese oH He y6erai, a mpocTo
6osincs. ITpu xxu3uu [IyH CsH Oblyia MATKOM ¥ J0OPOM, HO ITOCJIe CMEPTH €€ JIUILO Ka3aloCh
3710BeIUM. Pa3myToe U0 CJI0BHO CMOTPEJIO Ha HETO C efiBa YJIOBUMOM 3JI0Bellel yIIbIOKOM, XOTS
rna3a OBITM 3aKPHITHI.

'Humoe muIo He BBIPAZKaJi0 HUKAKHUX 9MOITHH, HO ynBIﬁKa, Ka3aJIOCh, 3allevdaTiie]laCh B €0 CO3HAHHUM.

B xon1ie KoH10B, Ban Teuxky cTUCHYT 3y0bl, TOAHST TeTIO [IyH MOAMBIIIKY, a JIto L{foaHb u cTapocTa
TIOJHSIIN ee 3a HOTH, CTapasiCh He CMOTPETh Ha ee nuilo. K ToMy BpeMeHHU, KaK 0HU [H0OpaiIuch 1o
noMa Ban Teuxy, Oblia yKe riay0oKas HOYb.

¢ monro Bopodanach B IIOCTENH, He B CHJIAX 3aCHYTh. A 6osiack, 9YTO, €C/U 3aCHY, CHOBa OKaXyCh
O[IHa Ha TeMHOU mopore, 0e3 MOMOIIY U MOAIEPKKH.
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