JIutio uMrepaTopa OBIJI0 MpayHee Ty4M, HO OH He MOT IIpHKa3aTh 3afepxkKaTh TPeThero IPUHIIA,
KOTOPHBIN CITIOKOMHO yHassiics. [IaTh Tenn B YepTore BHICIIEN TapMOHUN, HECOMHEHHO, OBITI TeJlaMu
CTPAXXHUKOB, ITOCJIAHHBIX UMITepaToOpoM misi youiicTBa My Cioamm. Bce oHu Oblmu MacTepamMu 60eBBIX
MCKYCCTB, HO ITOCJIe BHITIOJTHEHUS 3alaHus OeccieqHo ucye3nu. Temneps CTaio SCHO, YTO OHU CTajIu
JKepTBaMH, C IIOMOILBI0 KOTOPHIX TpeTHil IPUHL yIpoxKall UMIepaTopy.

MoxeT, 51 cmuiIkoM 0aoBai ero? — ¢ ropedbio B3OOXHYII UMIIEPATOD, U Ha €TI0 TBEPOOM JINIe
IOsABHUIIACh TEHD II€Yalln.

YUHOBHUKY Haya/lu MOKUOATD 3ajl. JKeHa BeIMKOTO YYUTEs, IeKaBIlas B IIEHTPe 3ajia, yXKe
OTepsiyia CoO3HaHue. [IpucnyKHuIlA, BCTPEBOKEHHAs BRIPAaXKeHHUeM JIMila UMIIepaTopa, BMECTe C
YIIPaBJISIOMKXM BaHoM mocmenrHo BeiHecIa ee. OrpOMHBIH 3ajl Cy[a IMOrpy3usIcs B TPOOOBYIO THIIHHY.

— Bame BenuuectBo, He nepexuBauTe. [Jymawo, TpeTuil IpUHI] IPOCTO MOJIOA U ropsd. Co
BpeMeHEeM OH MOMMET Ballld HamepeHus. KpoMme Toro, B ero cjoBax eCTh [0JId IMpaBabl. Pa3se He 3a
3TO BHI ero neHute? Eciu Obl OH OBITT TAKKUM K€ ITOCIYIITHEIM, KaK JIPyTHhe IPUHITE, Bbl OBl He
GayioBasu ero Taxk.

CrnoBa eBHyxa JIu HEMHOT0 yCIIOKOUIY umneparopa. OH MOAHSJCS C €70 IOMOIIBIO ¥, YyBCTBYS
yCTaJoCTh, IPOU3HEC:

— BepHeMcd BO [BOpeL.

Briiiga u3 3ana cyna, OHU YBULENU NajllaHKUH, Y KoToporo crosanu My Crooamu, Tpetunt npusn u Cy

Kyxanb. My Croamiu 3Haj, 4TO IPUHI CAET B TaJlaHKUH, I03TOMY OTILYCTUJI €r0 PYKY U HallpaBUJICS
K Cy XKyxaH10, coOHpasich YUTH C HAM.

[laru npunila octaHoBUIuCh, u My Croamu ¢ Cy XKyxaHeM Toxe 3amepiu. [IpuHI IOBEPHYII TOJIOBY
¥ Joiro cMoTpes Ha My Crosiuu, He IPOM3HOCS HU CJIOBA.

B ko#n1e kou1108, My C1031111, YyBCTBYS HEJIOBKOCTh, 3aCMESJICSA U CKa3am:

— Cmacubo...

[TpuHIT TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK YTO-TO CXKAJIOCh B TPYAH. ITO «cracubo» 3By4aso Kak-TO HEeCTECTBEHHO.

YBupes, Kak 61u3k0 cToaT My Crosmu u Cy 2KyxaHb, OH BCTIOMHMJT KO€-YTO, YTO BUJIEJI U CIIbIIIA
paHbllle, ¥ B Ayllle pa3ropesiach 0e3bIMIHHAS SPOCTh.

— Capuch B najaHKuH! — pe3ko npuka3an oH My Croamiu.

My Croamu, ¢ 671eCKOM B rjla3aX, C IPUTBOPHON JIETKOCThHIO OTBETHII:

— Cmacu6o, Bamre BeicouecTBO, HO HE CTOUT 0€CIIOKOUTHCS 000 MHe. f BCero JIMIIb MMPOCTOJIOONH,
KaK MOTY CH[IETh C BAMH B OIHOM ITaJlaHKWHE? f IOUOY C YIUTETIEM...



JIu1o pHHIla CTAHOBUIIOCH Bce MpauHee. Cy 2KyxaHb, TOHSB HaMeK, OBICTPO YHOAIUIICS, ¥ Korma My
C10311IM OTJISIHYJICS, €r0 Y2Ke U CJIe[l MPOCTHII.

— Kak HeBexkMMBO... — mpobopmoTtan My Cioa1u.

[TpuHI], 3aMeTUB €T0 HEeIOBOJILCTBO, OCTHUT [0 mpeaena. Bums, uro My Cioamu He cobupaeTcs
CafUThHCS, OH XOJIOMHO CKa3al:

— Moxelllb UATHU IELIKOM, HO B KOHIIe KOHIIOB ThHI BEPHEIILCA B HBOp LHuHbH.

— Torpa nyuie csagy. [TogueMy Obl 4 HET? — € XUTPOH yieiOKoM My Cioamu 3abpasics B ajlaHKHUH.

EnBa OH KOCHYJCS CUAEHBS, KaK BCKOYHUJI, CJIOBHO €r0 YOapujo TOKOM, 3aCTaBUB MajlaHKUH
KaYHYThCSI. BoceMb HOCUTIBIIIMKOB, ¥ TAK HANIPSATABIIUXCS, YTOOB HECTU JBOMX, IIOKPACHETIH OT
ycunui, Korga My Crosiiy Hadan ep3aTh.

VBumes, Kak IPUHIl CMOTPUT Ha Hero, My CroaIy CMYTHJICS M, CTApPasiCh yAepKaTh PaBHOBECHE,
cHOBa cei. Ho eBa OH KOCHYJICSI CHIeHbsI, KaK MMPUHII TOAXBATUII €T0 HA PYKHU, TPUXKAB K I'PYOH.
Horu My Croa1mu oKa3anuch Ha KOJIEHSX MIPUHIA, @ €T0 ITOOUIIH IIOBUCIIH B BO3AYXE, YTOOH HE
IPUYUHSTE OOJTH.

My Crosmm crerka TOJKHYJI PYKY IIPHHIIQ, €ro OombInve T1a3a 3aberany, ¥ OH IIPOTOBOPHII:

— OTO KakK-TO HEJOBKO... Tak OEePXKaThk MeHs CTPAHHO...

Ho IIPUHI] HE 06paTI/IJ'I BHMMAaHHUA Ha €ro CJIOBA, a MATKO IIOTJIaguII €ro CIIUHY U TUXO0 CIIPOCHIL:

— BonbHO?

Brezamuo My Croa1mi ToYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK HaXJIbIHYIa o0uaa. Buepa oH TOYHO BUMEN MIPUHIIA Y OKHA.
ToT, momxkHO ObITH, BUmeN, Kak Cy KyxaHnb ero ymapun. OH 3BaJ ero, HO IIPHUHI] laxke He OTBETHUIL.
Tpu OHS OH MYYHIICS, a TeIlepbh, KOT{a CepAlle yKe Hadaao OCTHIBATh, IPUHI] BOPYT IIPOSBUI 3a00Ty.

— He GomnbHO, y MeHS ToscTas Koxka! — ¢ ropeubio oTBeTrs1 My CioaImi.

JIM10 MpUHIA CMATYUIIOCH, UCYe3ia IPeXKHASA X0N0AHOCTh. OH HaMepeHHO ymunHyn My Croaiu 3a
601bHOE MECTO, 3aCTAaBUB €T0 BCKPUKHYTh.

— 3auyeM TH MeHS IuUnaeb? Majo Toro, 4To 5 y&Ke u3buT? — CKBO3b 3yOnl IporoBopuil My Croamu.

[TpuHIT CHOBa MSATKO IIOTJIAiUII €T0 U C YIIBIOKOM CKa3an:

— CaM ckasaj, 4To He OOJIbHO.



My Croamu 3aKpBhUI IJ1a3a ¥ Ipo0opMOTaI:

— Jla, 0 CpaBHEHUIO C TEM, YTO THI CHEJAl, 3TO MYCTAKH.

[TpwHII TTOHSJI, YTO OH MUMeJI B BUMY, ¥ er0 JINII0 CHOBa oMpauyuiock. OH Pe3K0 cKa3ai:

— Tri cam BuHOBAT. Pa3Be He 3aCiyKujl HaKa3aHUA?

My Cio31y, ¢ TpuMacoy Ha JIuIle, IPUTBOPUIICS KaJTKUM U IIPOU3HEC:

— Ia... Bce mos BuHa. { cam Bo BceM BUHOBAT. Tl — TpeTuii mpuHii, u OUTh, ¥ PyraTh MEHS — 3TO
MOS YeCThb...

Bupst, 4TO 4e0BeK, 0 KOTOPOM OH TakK [OJIr0 OyMaJsl, Temeph Lejl ¥ HeBPeOuM B ero 00BSATHUSX, IPUHII
HaKoHell pacciabusncs. My Cioamu, BUIMMO, CUIIBHO YCTAJT 3a 9T [HU U, TOBOPS, Hadas 3acChInaTh.
Ero nuo, elile onyxiiee mocjie yoapoB, u 00JbliIne KpacHbIEe TJ1a3a fiejiajiy ero elle 6oee XKalKuM.

BepHy'BI.T.II/ICb B IIOKOH, ITPUHI] TOJIBKO ITOJIOZKHII My Crosmu Ha KPOBATH, KaK TOT PE3KO0 OTKPHIJI I'JIa3a.
B3BOIHOBAHHO OTJISIIEBRIINCE, OH CKa3al:

— MHe HyXKHO BEepHYThCA BO [[BOper IeIsHOTr0 IIpenena.

— Iloyemy? — B rya3ax NpuHIA MeJIbKHYJIA OITaCHOCTb.

My Crosuu yKpagKou B3IJISIHYJI Ha HeTO U OCTOPOXKHO IIPOU3HEC:

— ITotomy uTO 51 06€eIIan y4YuTenio, YTO Mbl OTIIPABUMCS B CTPAHCTBUS. MBI 00a M3rHAaHHUKHY, MBI Ha
OHOM CTOPOHE.

— He OriBaTh 3TOMY! — HE @B eMy OOTOBOPHUTD, IPHHII TOAHSAJ €T0 ¥ HalpaBUICA K 03epy JIMHIIZHL.

My Croamm, 6apaxTasicb, CMeJI0 BO3pazKalt:

— Henb3sa HapyHiaThb O6eI.T.IaHI/IH. OTHYCTI/I MEH, 4 X049y HaWTH YUUTEJIA...

[IpuHI pe3K0 0CTaHOBUJICA U IPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPENT Ha tu1o My Croamm.

ToT BOpyr mo4yyBcTBOBaj cTpaX. OH G0Jblile He XOTeJN, YTOORI IPUHI] OTIYCKAJl er0, U He XOTel
CHBINATH coryiacusi. [I[poTUBOpeUNBEIE YYBCTBA TeP3a/id €T0, OCTABIIAS CepAlle B IOABEIIEHHOM
COCTOSIHUH.

— [Touemy TEI XO4elllb YUTH OT MEHS? — CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHUJI IPUHII.

My Croa11y, He 3agyMbIBasICh, BEIIIAJINI:



— A He X049y YXOOHUTE. b5l IIpoCTO 6OIOCB, YTO TEI CHOBa BEIT'OHHIIIb MEH...

VCrnbimaB 9T0, MPUHI] CMSATYUIICS W CHOBA IIOLIES BIEPE, CIIOKOHMHO IPOU3HEC:

— 91 He BEITOHIO TeO4.

My Croa1mi TOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €T0 Ceplle CXKUMAETCS ¥ Pa3XkKUMaeTCs, TO Pafaysich, TO cTpamas. OH
IIOCMOTPEJI Ha JINIIO MPHHIIA, TaK OJIM3K0e, U CKa3al:

— V MeHs ecTh MaJleHbKHU# ceKpeT. Korga Thl ero y3Haelllb, TOT{a ¥ PelLIkIb, OTIyCKATh MEHS UK

HEeT.

Ha ry6ax mpuHIla mOsSiBUIACh y/bIiOKa, CJIOBHO OH He NpHaBaj 3HaueHus «cekpety» My Crooamu. OH
BCeTfa CYuTal, 4To To, YT0 My CIo3II1 CKpPEIBaeT, — MyCTSIKY, a TO, 0 YeM OH OECIIOKOUTCS, yXKe
NaBHO U3BECTHO IIPUHIY.

O3epo JIMHIBH OKYTHIBAJI JIETKUY TyMaH, a pa3HOLBETHEIE BOLOPOCIIU KOJIBIXaJIUCh B IPO3PayHOuU
Bofie. My CIo3IIH [TaBHO He YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s TaK XOpOIlo. Bce 3T0 BpeMs OH KU B CHIPOl KOMHATe,
CIIaJl Ha 3allJIeCHEBEJIOM Ofiesiyie ¥ eJl TpyOyio nuIly, 3a0kIB, YTO TaKOe YOOBOILCTBHE.

— 4 ronopesn. Korga BepHEMCs, 4 Cb€éM MHOI'0O BKYCHOI'O, Ha€MC4d OO0 OTBalia...

— 4 nAry cmaTh paHo, BHICIUIIOCH HA caMoy yOoOHO! KPOBaTH. ..

My Cro31my, MpHKaBIIUCE K IPUHITY, 601Tanm 6e3 yMOIKY, ODHOBPEMEHHO ITOJIUBas TEIJION BOOM
CBO€ TEeJIO U BOJIOCHI.

— Iloyemy THI XOUelllb HAECTHCI OO OTBaia? Thl YTO-TO 3aAyMasi? — MPUHL, nogyMmas, 4To My Croamu
cHoBa gyMaeT 0 Cy XKyxaHe, cxKaJl ero pyKy CUJIbHee.
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