— TMoxkanyiicTa, He YXO[H, 51 CKAXy BCET0 HECKOJIBKO CJIoB, CH...

TpeTuit IpUHI] PaBHOAYIIHO IIEN K BRIXOAY U3 [IBOpIa JIe[AsTHOTO MIpefielia, a To3agyu pa3fgaBalich
kpuku My CroaIu, Kaxkoe CJI0BO 3BydYasio OTYETIIUBO.

— Beit Mens, ybeit MeHs...

T'onoc My Cro3miy 0XpHIl, ero JIWIO IPUKAIOoCh K CTOJy, CEPAlle JiefieHeo.

Cy XKyxanb nogasan My Ciosmu ¥ IOHEC ero B KOMHATY, Iie TOT ciian. My Croaiu mepecTar IjlakaTh,
BEPOSITHO, PEILIUB, YTO TPEeTUY MPUHII yKe JajieKo MU BooO1le He ITPUXOIHUIL.

Cy XKyxaHb 0CTOPOXKHO ITOJIOXKHUJI €T0 Ha KPOBaTh, IIOBEPHYB CIIMHOMN BBEPX, U, IIPUIIONHSB OOEKY,
yBUIET YETKUE Cenbl 1060eB. BriepBrie OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ TSXKECTh Ha CEPALIE.

— Vuurens, BE ObE€Te MeHs pafiyd Moero 6jara, Bkl OTHOCUTECH KO MHe JIydllle, 4YeM TpeTull IpuHII.
OTH TPU [HS g BRIKUI O1arofaps BaM... Ho 51 Bc€ paBHO nyMaio 0 TpeTbeM IPHUHIIE.

OH THXO IPOU3HEC 3TO, Ha JIWLE €T0 YUTATIACh TOPhKAs YCMEIIKa.

Cy Xyxanb Mondan. Bnepsele oH yBuzmen Ha nutie My Croaumu Takue smouuu. EMy OBIJIO BCE paBHO, K
KOMY TOT UCIIBITEIBAET YyBCTBa, HO CILIeHA, KOTOPYIO OH TOJIBKO YTO BU[eI, U cioBa My Croamu
TPOHYJIH €ro.

PaHbIlle OH NMUINL 3aMeydall, 4TO 3TOT YeJIOBEK 4eM-TO ITOX0XK Ha TOro, KOro OH Tak AONro UCKal, U
IIOTOMY YIOEIIAl eEMY 00JIbIlle BHUMaHMSI. Tenepb K€ OH IIOHSAJI, YTO 3TO COBEPIIEHHO upyroﬁ YEJIOBEK,
CO CBOMMHU MBICIIAMHU U YYBCTBAMHU, X UYTO OJId My Croa11u 0H — TOXKe npyroﬁ.

IIBepb KOMHATHI ME[IJIEHHO 3aKPhIJIach, ¥ CJIE3bI, KOTOpbie My Ci031u coepKuBajl, HaKOHeIl
xneiHyTa. OH myMajl, 4TO 3a TPY JHS 3a0blT BCe HEMPUSITHOCTH, HO JTUIIh MEeJTbKOM YBUIEB TEHb
TpeTbero npuHIa, MOYYBCTBOBAJ OCTPYIO 0OJIb.

Heyxenu eMy nedCTBUTENTbHO BCE PaBHO, YTO CO MHOM IpoucxomuT? EMy 6e3pa3nuyiHo, YTO MeHS
Ob10T, 1 OH maxe Besen Cy KyxaHio HaKa3aTb MEHS?

BcroMuHasi 3To XOJIOMHOE JIMIIO ¥ MIPeXKHIOI YILIOKY TpeThero mpuHiia, My CiosIiu IoYyBCTBOBAJ,
oynto mamaeT B 6e3gHy. OKa3bIBAETCS, BCETO JIUIIb MECSII, TPOBEOEHHBIN BMECTe, CTasl [ HEro
He3a0BIBAaEMBIM, a [IJIST IPYTOr0 — JIUIIb MUMOJIETHEIM B3TJISIOM.

He6o 65110 xMyphIM, HO My Cro31111 BCE paBHO BCTaJl PAaHO U IMOMLIEN 3a BOMOW Ha 3amHui ogop. OH
HAIIOJTHUJI OTPOMHBIN 0aK [0 KpPaéB, a 3aTeM IoCTy4as B gBepb Cy XKyxaHs:



— YuunTens, BCTaBalTe, Hay4uTe MEHA 00eBEIM HNCKYCCTBaAM.

Honroe BpeMs He OblI0 0TBeTa, 1 My Cioa1ii, YOUBIEHHEBIN, 3aryISTHYJI B Ie/b ABepH. Elé He ycreB
Pas3risAfgeTs, YTO BHYTPH, OH YCIIBIIIA IIYM.

['pymnma conpgat B yHupopMe mMpudnuxKanach K HeMy, KaX Ik C OCTPEIM MEYOM B PyKax, CO3[aBast
BHYLIUTEJIbHOE 3penuile. [logouasa K Mecty, rge ctosana My Cros1iy, OHM BEICTPOUIMCH B IBE JIMHUU.

B 11eHTpe MpollecCuu MEeIeHHO eXall Ha KOHEe BeJIMYeCTBeHHHIH MyX4YWHA B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM
IIypIIypHOM xajnaTe. Ha roysoBe ero KpacoBajaach KOpoHa ¢ u306paxeHreM 00J1aKOB U IPAKOHOB, a Ha
TI0siCe — 30JI0Thie ¥ He()PUTOBBIE YKPALIEHNS, TPUIABaABIINE BCEMY eT0 00Ky HEBEPOSITHYIO
KpacoTy.

Yeupes Tpetbero npunia, My Croa1mu B3OPOTHYJI, €ro I'yOsl clieTKa APOTHYIIH, HO CJI0BO «Cu» Tak U
He COpBajIoch ¢ HuX. He OBUIO HY PafioCTH, HYU CJIE3, OH IIPOCTO MOJIYa OIIYCTUIICS Ha KOJIEHU Iepef
IIPUHIIEM, €T0 JIULIO BEIPaXKasio MOYTUTEILHOCTD.

Omyxmue ria3a, OMyIIeHHas I'0JI0Ba, CKaThie TyOrl. TpeTuil IPUHII OJIT0 CMOTPENT HA YeTT0OBEKaA,
CTOSILIIETO Tepej] HUM Ha KOJIeHSX, He OTBO/S B3TIsA/a.

OnuH ¥3 CAHOBHUKOB COCKOYHII C JIOLIAMY, OIYCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHH Iepe MPUHIIEM U TPOMKO
ITPOU3HEC:

— TpeTuit npuHll, IPOIIY BaC OTHATh IPUKa3 0 3aflepKaHuU ChiHa Benukoro HacTaBHuKa My Croamu
¥ [0CTaBKe ero B 3aJl Cyha AJIsl JOIIPoca CaMUM MMIIePaToOpOM.

My Croamm 3aMep, CJIIOBHO IIPOTJIOTHII MHO2KECTBO KaMHEeH, ero cepalie CXKaJloCh.

[Touemy TpeTuul IPUHLL JOIKEH apecToBaTh MeHs? My OH caM BBI3BaJICS 3TO CAENATh?

[Toka My Cro31mu pa3MBIIISATI, OH YCJIBIIIAT 3HAaKOMBIU T'OJI0C.

— OtBepgute My Croamu B 3ajl Cya.

[1Th mHEeU OH He CJIBIIIAJI I'oJIoca TpeTbero IIPpHUHIIAQ, X TEIIEPh OH 3By4aJl TaK XK€ X0JIOOHO, KaK U
PaHEbIIIe. My Croamu OBIT B 3aMellaTeJIbCTBe, HEe 3aMeYadsd, KaK Ha HeIroO HaleBal0T HAPDYYHUKHU 1
KaHgasnel. Korma mBoe congaT MONBITAINCh CXBATUTh €T0, OH BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Pa3apazKeHune.

— 4 cam noupny.

He cBolicTBeHHAs €My YBEPEHHOCTh Telleph YMTANIach Ha ero jiule. [lepef yXomoM OH OTJISHYJICS Ha



KOMHATY Cy }nyaHH, HO, YBUOEB, YTO HUKTO HE BEIXOOUT, IIOBEPHYJICA U TIOIIET Bnepén.

ITOT HeOPEXKHEIN XKECT 3aCTaBUJI INI0 TpeThero MpuHIA KCKAa3UTHCS OT THeBa. OH BCIIOMHUII CJIOBA
My Cro31y, Tpou3HEeCEHHBIE IIPOIIION HOYbIO, U BEPEBKA, KOTOPYIO OH [epKaJl, IIopBaiacs.

My Croamu €N Biepenu MpoLecCcuy, 3a HUM cliefioBan TpeTuii npuHIl. Buepa oH Tak 0TYassHHO
XOTeJl er0 YBUMIETh, & CETONHS faXe He 0CMeNBaICa 00epHYThCS.

OH HUKOT[Ia He YyBCTBOBAJ, 4TO TpeTHl MPUHII TaK [al€K, YTO JaxKe B3TJISAM HAa HETO HAIIOMUHAI O
HempeomonuMol guctanuuu. He roBopst yke o mpouuioM, Terneps My Cioa1u OblT BCETO JIUIITh CHIHOM
YMHOBHUKA, a TpeTUil MPUHI] — YeJIOBEKOM BBICIIIEr0 PaHTa. BcioMuHasi CBOE IpexHee JIUI, OH
TOPBKO YCMEXHYJICS.

OH cTapaJics UATH YBEPEHHO, He ToKa3kiBas caabocTu. My Croaimy HeCKOJIbKO HOUel He CIIajl, Buepa
BOOOIIle HE 3aKPHIBAJI T7Ia3, a YTPOM TacKall TSXKENbie BEApa ¢ Bomoi. Yepes momdaca X0ab0sl OH
HayaJl YyBCTBOBATh YCTAIOCTh, TOJI0BA KPYZKUJIACE.

BHe3amHO OH CIOTKHYJICS, ¥ POIlecCUsi 0cTaHoBUIach. Cepatie TpeThero mpuHIia cxkajaoch. OguH u3
conpat psigoM ¢ My CroaIIy yxke IOIHSI PYKOSITh Meda, HO, BCTPETUB B3TJISIM IPUHITA, TIOCIIEIITHO
OTIYCTHII €.

3an cyna He OBIJT TAKMM MPAYHBIM U XOJIOMHALIM, Kak npefcTaBisan cebe My Croamu. OH Obi
POCKOIITHO YKpallleH, UMIIePaTOp CUAEN Ha TPOHE IOCEePeinHe, eT0 JIUILI0 BEIPAXKasio BIaCTHOCTD, YTO
BBI3EIBAJIO Y My Cr03III YYBCTBO TPAru3Ma.

— IIpocToit yenosek My Crosmu IPUBETCTBYET UMIIEpaTopa.

OH OIyCTHJICS Ha KOJIEHU, €T0 JIUI0 OBIIIO CIIOKOWHBIM.

VimmepaTop crerka ynusuics. HemaBHo oH chbimian, yTo My Cioatu ycTpoun 6ecniopsifiok B [IBope
[luubu. Teneps Ke OH He BUAEN B HEM HUYEro HeoOy3OaHHOT0, X BCE CIIYXU O eT0 TPYCOCTH,
TJIYIIOCTH ¥ 030PCTBE OKAa3aJIUCh JIOXKHBIMU.

— Bemukuii HacTaBHUK My ObIT YeCTHBHIM YMHOBHMKOM, PABHOAYIITHBEIM K CJIaBe ¥ 60TATCTBY, U 1 C
HUM Opyxui. Tenepb OH YIIEN TakK BHe3allHO, KakK XkKe MHe He ropeBaTh? Eciu OBl 3TO OBITT KTO-TO
OpPYTOH, s1 ObI He BMEIIUBAJICS, HO 3TO Benmukuit HacTaBHUK My, 3X...

YcnpiaB B3gox uMnepaTtopa, My Crosmu ynusuics. OH He 0XKHUOaJl, YTO UMIIePaTOP HAYHET C TaKUX
cnoB. He 3Hasi, CTOUT 1 OTBe4aTh, OH CTUCHYJI T'y0ORI, 3acTaBlisis ce0s MOT4aTh.

— CaHoBHUK JIt0, T0YeMy He BUXKY XyaHs?



— Baiile Bemu4ecTBoO, BTOpOfI IIPUHI] CKAa3aJl, 9YTO 3aHAT BaKHBIMU [E€JIaMU 1 HEe MOZKET
IIPUCYTCTBOBATL Ha CIIYIIAHUHA...

— XM... Bax#tble mena?...

I/IMnepaTop YCMEXHYJICs, €T0 JIMIO CTaJI0 CYPOBEIM.

CaHoBHUK JI10, TOJI0KUB, TIOCIIEIIHO yOanuics. Terneps B 3ajie Cyfa Ha KOJIEHAX CTOSIIT TOJIbKO My
Croammu.

TpeTuii MPHUHII CTOSI PSIOM C KMIIEPATOPOM, €ro JIUII0 OBIIO XOJIOMHEIM, 063 eJUHOTO CJIefa SMOLIMH.
Korpma oH BOmIEN B 3a/I, UMIIEPATOP MHOTO3HAYUTEIFHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEero, ero riy6okue rias3a
U3JIy4aau HempepeKaeMyto BIaCTHOCTE.

— My Croamu, BCKOpe Iocjie CMepTH Beukoro HacTaBHUKA JIIOOM U3 €T0 [oMa yKa3asiu Ha Te0s Kak
Ha yowuiiny. TpeTu MPUHII IMYHO PacCliefioBasl 3TO MIeJI0, U Thl yXKe MOoAIucal npusHanue. Ilouemy
TeTepb TH TOBOPHUIIL, YTO OBIJT OKJIEBETAH?

— He 3Haw, — npocto otBeTun My Crosmiu.

Jluna BcexX IPHUCYTCTBYIOUINX HANIPAT/INCH, OHU IIePerIsaabBaIuCh, BEIpaxkasa 6eCIIOKOWCTBO U3-3a
HeyBaXUTeNIbHOro ToHa My Croamu. Ho TOT CIIOKOKMHO CMOTpe Ha UMIlepaTopa, He MPOSBibgs HU
MaJleyIIero cTpaxa, CJIOBHO 3TO OBUIX He eT0 CIIOBa.

MMriepaTop HaXMypHUIICS, B €T0 r0JI0ce MPOo3ByYasa yrpo3a.

— ThI X04ellb CKa3aTh, YTO V¥ TeOS HET NMPEeTEeH3UM, U THI IIPUILIEN CIOfa JIUIIbL YTOOR HaCMeXaThCs
HAIO MHOU?

My Cio31111, He TOPOTSICh, OTBETHII:

— Her, Y MeHA €CThb IPETEeH3UH, U 51 HaJel0Ch, YTO Ballle BEJIMYECTBO BOCCTAHOBUT CIIPABEAINBOCTE.

HNmmepaTop pa3o3Iuiacs:

— Torga moyeMy THI CKa3all, YTO He 3HaeIlb?

My Croamm mocMOTpesT Ha UMIIepaTopa U B3MOXHYL:

— Barre Bennu4ecTBO, BH He 3HaAETe, YTO BO BpeMsi 3aKIIYEeHUA d TAZKEeII0 3abonen u norep4an
[IaMATh. d HAYEro He IIOMHIO O IIPOIIJIOM, ITOTOMY U HE 3HAlO0, IT0OYEMY ITIOAIIKCAall IIPDU3HaAHNE.



OTH CjI0Ba 3aCTaBU/IM UMIIEpATOpa 3aMOoJT4aTh. B 3a/e cyfa Bollapuiach HapsKEHHas TUIIIWHA, BCE
TIOYYBCTBOBAJIM, KAaK 9MOITMY MMIIePaTOpa Hadyaal HaKalasaThCs, a TPeTUH IPHHII, CTOSIBIIINH PSIIOM,
MOJT4a IIPOTUBOCTOSITT EMY.
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