Mo HUH, 9yTh HAaayB I“YGI:I, rnepecrari GOHTBCH, HO B €ro rjia3ax 3aropeicda HeHOKOpHBIﬁ OI'OHEK, X0T4A
CMEJIOCTHU Ha PEeIlInTEeIbHbIe OelCTBUSI Y HEro 4gBHO He XBaTallo.

FOaup 11351051Hb, HEe YOOBIIETBOPUBILKCH TEM, YTO YIIUIIHYJ €0 3a IIeKy, IIPUCTABUII Majell K ero
1og00pOKy ¥ MeeHHo mpubnu3un ceoe nmuio. Cepaue Mo MiHa 3aMeprio, ¥ OH e[iBa He BEIKPUKHYIT
«3amuTtuTe!», HO COePXKasCs, TOTOBBEIM B JTI000M MOMEHT I03BaTh Ha ITOMOIII.

— Baire BbICOYeCTBO, — BAPYT pa3falics rojioc OXpaHHUKA 3a IpefesiaMu KapeThl.

— Y10 cny4unocs?

— [Mpousonuiu Koe-Kakue 0eCIOPSIAKYA, — OTBETUII OXPAHHUK YKIIOHYHUBO.

HOans 11350598 HAXMypPUIICS, C COXKaleHrueM B3rIAHYJ Ha Mo WHa, ornagum ero o rojiose u
pa3BepHYJIC.

VKe y IBepH OH BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUJICS, JOCTAJI U3 PyKaBa CepeOpPSHYI0 MacKy U MPOTSAHYT ee Mo
Wry. Hoc macku Obin cierka fedopMupoBaH — 310 Obla Ta caMast Macka, Kotopyio Mo H HefaBHO
TIOBPEIHIL.

Oxkaszanocs, 9T0 Obllla Macka, KOTOPYIO OH IOTEepsiyI, yaB ¢ yTeca. [Tony4daetcs, FOaub L[3sg05Hb
IIepBBLIM Hallle]l ee U IPOLoJIKall TOUCKY faXe IrIy0OKOM HOYbIO, II0Ka He Halllell er0 caMoro?

KHsI3b-pereHT, CyMeBIINY BHIKUTD IO BIIACThIO KPalHe ITPOHUIIATEIbHOTO IIPEXKHEr0 UMIIEpaTopa u
TIOJTyYMBIITHY B YIIPaBIeHUEe caMylo 6oraTyio 061actb CuH, 67IMKaWIIYI0 K CTONKIIE, JeHCTBUTEIIBHO
001aaJT BEIOAOMIUMHUCS CIIOCOOHOCTSIMHU.

9x, ecnu OBl TOJIBKO €0 XapakTep He OBUT TaKMM M3BPAIEHHBIM, OH OBl MIeaIbHO IIOMOIIIeT Ha POJlb
UMIIepaTopa.

Ycneimas maru, Mo VH mocTeInHo TpHOTKPEIT 3aHaBecKy 1 yBumen, Kak K0aub 1[3505HD BEIIIET U3
KapeTsl. OXpaHHUK YTO-TO LIEMIHYJI €My Ha yX0, X €T0 JIUI[0 MTHOBEHHO CTAJI0 cepbe3HEIM. OH Pe3Ko
Pa3BepHYJICS U OBICTPO YIIeJl.

Ecnu maxe «2KuBout dHbBaH» U3MEHUIICS B JIUIlE, 3HAYUT, IIPOU3OIIIO YTO-TO A€M CTBUTENIHHO
Ccepbe3Hoe.

MoxeT, 9T0 cBsI3aHO C 1381 Cu?

1131 Cu paHee nbiTancg youts FOaub 1135050, MexXkay HUMHU OblJla CMepPTeNIbHAas CXBaTKa, TakK 4TO
HEYIUBUTENbHO, YTO Mo WH nogymasn UMeHHO 06 3TOM.



KapeTa MeIOJIEHHO OBUHYJIACh BIIepen U OCTAHOBHUJIAChE Y TOCTHUHUIEL Y IIOJHOXKKWA I'OPEI. Mo HH,
Ha[eB MacCKYy, BEIIIE]I U3 KAPETEI U YCIIbIIIAII Yeu-TOo IIady.

— Baime Benu4yecTBO, HAaKOHEI-TO MHI Halinu Bac! — Ban Cu, co cime3amu Ha riia3aX, BCTal Iepeq
HUM Ha KOJIeHH. — MBI Tak J0JIr'0 Bac UcKaiu!

Mo UH xomomHO mocMoTpen Ha Hero. Mickanmu? Eciu Ov1 He Ban Cu, KOTOPHIM pa3KaJjl ero MabIlbl, OH
OBl He yIIan ¢ yTeca. ITO OBbIJIO CIMIIKOM OIIacHO, OH YyThb He IOru0 13-3a 3TOr0 MEJIKOTO Ciyxkaku. K
CuYacThlo, U OH, ¥ U LlyHYK0y OCTaIUCh HEBPENUMEL.

— He memau MHe, — cka3ajl Mo MH, ¢ 00HOU CTOPOHBHI, pa3ApaxKeHHbI ero IPUCYTCTBUEM, a C
Opyroy — crelaiuit yoemuThest, 4to ¢ LI3er Cu Bce B IOpSIAKeE.

BOﬁﬂH B HpI/II“OTOBJ'IeHHBIfI OJisi HeTO HOMED, OH 6bICTpO IIPEBPATHUIICA B IIPU3PAYHYIO TEHE. Ero
OIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI MEITIAIN, M OH CBSI3ajl UX JIEHTOM, ITOCJIe Yero BHIIIEN Ha IOHUCKH.

ITocne mageHus c yTe€Ca MHOTrue Mmony4duin PaHeHNs1, U NaXKe BCEX TOCTUHUII Y ITIOTHOXKHUA T'OPELI HE
XBaTHIIO, YTOOKI Pa3MeCTHUTE BCEX IIOCTPadaBIINX.

1131 Cu OBII €BHYXOM, TaK YTO XOPOIIUN HOMEDP eMy SIBHO He mocTascs. Mo MiH oOricKas Bce o0Imue
CIIaJIbHY, HO He Halllesl ero, 3aTO yCIIbIIIaal MHOKECTBO CITyXOB.

Heyxemnu ¢ HUM 4TO-TO CITy4UJIOCH?

Ero cepaile cxkajoch OT TPEBOTH, U, CIIYYalHO CTONKHYBIIHUCE C TPYIIION IaTPyIUPYIOMIUX
CTPaXXHUKOB B YEPHHBIX OfeKMaX, OH BHE3AIIHO OCEHUIIA Ues.

OH nocmemmun HaBepX, HallleJI KOMHATy KOMdHAOWPaA CTPA2KHUKOB H, BOMS, YBHUIEII TaM L1351 Cu.

ToT mexasn ¢ 3aKpPHITEIMY TJIa3aMH, €0 JIUI0 OBII0 OJIeIHEIM, a 100 IOKPHIT KAIJISIMU ITOTa. XOTS IIes
IOXKMb, CTOSITIO JIETO, ¥ TeMIepaTypa Oviia BEICOKOH, HO L1361 Cu OBLT YKPBIT TOJICTHIM OfI€SITIOM.

OObIyHAsT paHa BPS JIM MOTJIa BHI3BATh TAKOE COCTOSIHKME, CKOPee BCero, 3To OBIJIO OTpaBlIeHue, U3-3a
KOTOPOT'0 OH He YyBCTBOBAJI HU X0J107a, HU XKapHl.

BupuMmo, npenbinyInas o3a MPOTHBOSAUS JIUITL BpDEMEHHO MMOgaBua S, HO He CMOTJIa ITOJTHOCThIO
€ro HeHlTpPaInu30BaTh.

V3 Tpex MyK4WH, KOTOpEIe ObIIA pamoM ¢ HuM, LI3b1 Cu OBbIJT caMBIM MSTKHUM II0 XapakTepy. Haxe
3Has, YTO B INIyOKHe AyImu OH ObUT KoBapeH, Mo MH He UCIHITHIBAJI Iiepef] HUM TaKOT0 CHUJIBHOTO
cTpaxa.



OH mofomes K KPOBaTH ¥ HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi Mojidya cMoTpest Ha 113kl Cu, YyBCTBYST HETIOHSATHOE
0eCIIOKOHUCTBO.

[TepBOpOOHYIO0 KOXKY OH OTHAJl MaJIeHbKOMY IEMOHY-CO0/Ta3HUTENI0, U Y HEro He OBbIJI0 IPYTUX
crtoco60B moMoub 11361 Cu OBICTPO BEI3OOPOBETEL. HO, K CYACTHIO, OH OBLI 2KUB, ¥ C TIOMOIITHIO
CTPaXHUKOB ¥ CBsi3el L[3b1 Cu HalTH JTleKaps He COCTaBUIO0 OBl TPYHOA.

OcTtaBaThcs 37ech 6110 oracHo, U Mo WH yxke cobupancs yiUTH, Kak BOPYT B KOPUOOPe pa3fialuch
maru. OHY OBLIM y2Ke coBceM OIM3KO, U, Ka3aJioCh, BOT-BOT BOMAYT B KOMHATY.

BoT 3T0 fa, OH TOJIBKO YTO Ipullesl, 6yKBalbHO Ha MUHYTY, U YK€ KTO-TO ITOSIBUJICS?

Mo WH HaxoOusics B COCTOSSHUM IIPU3PAYHOM TeHH, TON00HO TEHH, OH MOT CKPHIBAaTLCS B TEMHOTE, HE
Oymyuu 3amedyeHHBIM. Ho ero sHepruu ObIIO HEHOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI TIOTHOCTRIO ITPEBPATUTLCS B TEHB,
¥ OH OCTaBaJICSd B CBOEM (pU3UUECKOM TeJIe.

B KomHaTe roperia JiaMila, H, HazKe €CIIu OB OH CMOT MAKCUMaJIbHO CHU3UTH CBOE IIPpUCYTCTBHE,
BHE3allHOE IIOSIBJIEHNE TE€HU BCE€ PABHO OBl IIPUBIIEKIIO BHUMAHHUE. K TOMY XK€, 3aKPBITOE€ OKHO
HaXOOMuJIOCh HAIIPOTUB OBEPH, U, YTOORI noGpa’rbc;[ OO0 HEero, Hy2KHO OBI7I0 000MTH IMUPpMY U 3aJI, Ha
4YTO YK€ He OBLIO BPEMEHH.

B MrHOBeHME OKa OH NPUHST pellleHne, 3aje3 Mof ofesno K LI3sl Cu u OHICTPO HAKPHIICS.

EnBa ogeso OIIYCTHIIOCH, KaK ABEPH OTKPHIIACK.

Cepaire Mo WHa 3aK0IOTHIIOCH, OH clierKa nmpuxancs K LI3s1 CH, cTapasch MaKCUMaJIbHO CIIUTBCS C
HUM, 4YTOOHI BEITYKJIOCTh Ha KPOBAaTH He NpUBJIeKaja BHUMaHHUS.

OueHb nerkue maru TpudIU3uINCh K KPOBATH.

— X035IMH? — TUXO [103BaJl BOLIEIIINH.

Mo HH y3Ha ero rojioc — 3T0 OBIJT KOMaHAWP CTPaKHUKOB. ITOT YeJI0BEK C IeTCTBA OB TAlHO
o0ydeH BO [BOPIIE, €0 MaCTEPCTBO OBIJI0 BHICOUAKIIIMM, ¥ OH MOT YOUTH COTHIO YeJIOBEK OHUM
BOJIOCOM.

Ecnu Gbl 0H 00HAPYKHUJT IPUCYTCTBHEe Mo HMHa, TO, yUUTHIBasi CKOPOCTh, C KOTOPO# IeCTBOBAJIH
CTpPaxKHUKH, ero Okl yOUJIH, MaXKe He yCIEeB y3HATD, YTO Iepel HUM UMIIEPaTop.

He Ovln0 BpeMeHU Ha IIeperoBOPH, M HABHIKU JIeMOHa-CO0Ia3HUTEN OblIA O€CIO0NIe3Hbl. ITO ObLI
[EeUCTBUTEILHO MOMEHT XKU3HU U CMEPTH.



I'pyos Mo HMHa ropena oT HanpsxkKeHUs, OA OfesoM OBIIIO OYIITHO U XKapKo, HO OH He CMeTl
TIOIIEBENTUTELCS, 00SICh, YTO KOMaHAUP 0OHAPYKUT ero, uinu uto LI3s1 Cu BHE3aITHO TPOCHETCS U
CXBATUT €ro IpsiMo B KPOBATH.

BpeMmsi TSHYIOCh HEBHIHOCUMO ME[JIEHHO, KazK/asi CEeKyHIa Ka3ajlach BEUHOCTHIO. BHE3ammHO pyKa
LI3s Cu, nexalias Ha ero Ijiede, cjaerka IporHyJa.

O HeT, OH IpPOCHIIaeTCs!

B sTOT KpuTHYECKHH MOMEeHT MO3T Mo MHa 3apaboTan Ha MaKCUMYM, ¥ OH Hayasl 00IyMBIBATh
BO3MOXKHOCTh 3aXBaTUTh L3l Cu, 4TOOH! BEIOPATHCS U3 9TOW CUTYALUH, JaxKe eCJIM ero PacKpOIOT
KaK UMIIepaTopa.

‘{epe3 0gesJI0 CHOBA ITOCIIBIIIAINCE IIalrd KOMaHOuPa.

Mo HMH nogymar, 4To TOT coOMpaeTcs IMOTHSTL OJEesII0, U CXKaJl KyJIaKu, TOTOBbIM IefiCTBOBATH IIpH
IIePBOM Ke ImpobiiecKe CBeTa.

Ho, x ero YOUBJIEHHWIO, IAaT¥ YOAJIUJIUCh, OBE€PE CKPUITHYJIA U 3dKPEIJIaCh, © B KOMHATE BOLIAPUIIACh
THUIIINHA.

Yen? Heyxenu [eiCTBUTENBHO yILEN?

[Tpomorkas nexkaThb HECKOIBKO MUHYT, Mo WMH, HakoHel, ¢ o6erueHueM cOPOCHUII Ofesiio U COIIIes C
KpoBaTH. Ero BOJIOCHI, KaXeTCs, 3a YTO-TO 3alleNUIINCh, HO OH He 00paTHJI Ha 9TO BHUMAHHUS.

— YepT, Kak CTPAIIHO, — IPOIIENTAI OH €MIBA CJIBIIIHO. — JTO OBITIO CIIMIIKOM OMACHO.

OH BcTan u, yBuUaeB, 4To MOT Ha N0y LI3e1 Cu cTan elle oOunbHee, He yaepKajcs U TUXO IIPOU3HEC:

— T'oBOpST, TH IONYYUT PaHEHHUeE, cllacas HanoXHULY CloaHb. 9To Ob110 T1yno! Tel — Oymymui
MMIIepaTop, TH Kyfia lieHHee ee, He CTOUJIO Pajii Hee PUCKOBATh.

Cka3zaB 9T0, OH GBICTPO OTKPBIJI OKHO ¥ BHIIPHITHYJI, Ia’Ke He 3aMEeTHB, UTO JIEHTA /IS BOJIOC
mpormarna.

[Tocne Toro Kaxk ero ¢urypa ucdesna, Li3et Cu OTKpHLUI T'/1a3a.

OH MPOCHYJICS ellle B TOT MOMEHT, Korga Mo WH Borien B KOMHATY, U JexaJ, caepxkubas ce0s. Korma
Mo WH npubnu3uics, OH X0TeJl CXBAaTUTh ero, YTOOH y3HATh, KTO 9TO, HO IIOYYBCTBOBAJ 3HAKOMBIH
apomMar.



HacTonpKo JIETKUH, HO TaKOM CBEIKUU.

Bcs ero cumna MrHOBEHHO HCYE3JIA.

On YZXKe CIBIIIAI, 9TO 683YMHO]"O HMIIEpaTOpa CllaC KHA3b-PETEHT, U 3TOT YEJIOBEK OOJIZKEH OBIT
TOJIBKO YTO BEPHYTLCSA B TOCTUHUITY. 3aueM XKe OH IOSIBUJICS 30ECh?

KWckaTh ero? Eciu Tak, To 6€3yMHBIN HMIIEPATOP TOYHO 3HAJ, YTO OH KOHTPOJIUPYET CTPAXKHUKOB, U
OBLIT OCBEIOMIIEH OOJIBIIE, YEM MOXKHO OBINIO ITPETIOTI0KUTD.

Ecnu HeT, TO 3a4eM TOJIBKO YTO CIIaCEHHOMY MUMIIEPaTOPy NPUXOOUTH B KOMHATY CTPaKHUKOB B
pasrap HOum?

3arafiok OBIIO CIIMIIKOM MHOT'0, KaK OYOTO OH CMOTPEJI Ha JIyHY CKBO3b TyMaH. LI3s1 Cu pa3MBIILIIsIL,
KOT7Ia ero YIIX yJIOBUIM 3BYK BO3BpAILAOIIErocs KOMaHAUPa CTPaXkKHUKOB.

Mo UH, 4elt cyx ObIJT He TAaKUM OCTPHIM, TIOHSIJI 3TO JINILL Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUH U, K
yIOUBIIEHUIO, 3aJIe3 IOl ero Ofesio.

Ierxauue 1361 Cu cOUIOCH.

HMmnepaTopckuil Xanat OB CelaH U3 Ny4lIero Iesnka [[3sHHany, HeBeposaTHO rinagkoro. Korma Mo
WH B maHUKe 3ajie3 Ha KPOBaTh, €r0 BOJIOCH! CKOJIb3HYIH 110 JTagoHu LI3el Cu, ¥ UX HEXKHOCTh
OKasasach Jaxe G0Jblle, YeM Y O0eKIHL.

Cepnue 1351 Cu 3a0uioch CUibHEe, U ero ITaJIbIIBI HEIIPOM3BOJIBHO CXKAJIUCh. BHe3amnHo oH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KdK YE€JIOBEK PAOOM C HUM OPOTHYII.

OH 6ogcs.

Jlerkas OPOXKb, KOTOPYIO MO2KHO OBITIO 3aMETUTh TOJIBKO IIPpX TaKOM TECHOM KOHTAKTeE.

OH npuxKarscs Tak 0JIM3K0, YTO €T0 ropsiuee, IPEPHIBUCTOE IBIXaHHe Kacaaoch 3amsicThs LI3er Cu, u
KOXa B 3TOM MeCTe CJIOBHO ropera.

Ecyu oH Tak G0MTCSI CMEPTH, 3aYeM TOT[Ia TakK 6€3PacCymHO COBATHCS CIOA HOYBIO?

L1351 Cu X0TEJ Pa3BesTh TyMaH, YTOOB YBUAETH BOOY, IIBETHI U JIYHY, HO €T0 MO3T He IepecTaBall
paboTaTs.

Korga Mo UH oTolmesn oT Hero, OH CHOBa ObII OKPY2KeH 3THM apoMaTOM, U eT0 TeJio U [Ayllla



HAIIOJTHUJIUCh HEBEPOATHBIM obJieryeHueM.

[ITeTKOBUCTHIE BOJIOCHI CKOJIB3HYJIU I10 €TI0 PyKe, ¥ OH II0YYBCTBOBAJI CTPAHHYIO IYCTOTY B CEPHIIe.
Ero nanblibl CKanuch, 1 OH 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO JEPXKUT B PyKe JIEHTY AJIS BOJIOC.

3aTteM OH YCIIBIIIAJI T€ CaMbl€ IMOKUPYIOIHE CJIOBA:

— Trl — OymyLIMi UMIIEPaTop.

Heyxenu oH y3HaJ 0 ero npoucxoxneHun? Bomnee Toro, oH HOGPOBOIBHO F'OTOB YCTYIIUTH TPOH!

Kaxk 310 BO3MOXKHO??
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