On 6ecmpecTtanHo Tporan 100 W LlyH4KO0y, IpoBepsis, He MOTHSIACh I TEMIepaTypa, ¥ TOPOIITUBO
TOBOPHIT:

— Tlocnymiait MeHsI, BEPHUCH ¥ XOPOIIIEHBKO OTHOXHH, ITyCTh JIEKaph BHIMUIIET Te0e TeKapCcTBO. UTO
3T0 3a 60e3Hb TaKas, KOTOpas JOBejIa YeJoBeKa 0 TAKOTO COCTOSHUS? [lepKHuCh, He B3myMai
CHOaBaTbCS, CIIBIIIUIIL?

JIunp Cr03, CTOsABIIASA 103U HUX, BUMesa BCe, YTO IPOUCXOAUIIO, ¥, KOHEUHO Xe, He yIyCTulIa U3
BUAY KOJIEHOIIpeKJIOHEHHOTO Mo MHa.

OH He OblT UMIIEPATOPOM. MIMIIEpaTOp He MOT OLITH HEYSI3BUMBIM [JIS 0B, UMIIePaTOpP He Ha3hiBall
Obl ce0s1 «sg», ¥ yK TOUHO UMIIepaTop He CTasl OBl CTOSATH Ha KOJIEHSX PSIOOM C MOAJaHHBEIM, ITyCTh
maxke 13-3a Ype3MepHOTo 6eCIIOKONCTRA.

Yronku ry6 Jluub Cio3 IPUIIOAHSIINCDH, BhIpaXKast 1000mbITCTBO. OHA MBICJIEHHO pa3MbIsia: «KTo
JKe 3TOT YeJIoBeK, KOTOPHIH 3acTaBul Takoro 6e3yMmiia, Kak U LlyHukK0y, moOpOBOJIbHO TPUOETrHYTh K
YJIOBKE C CaMOII0KePTBOBAHUEM?»

Mo W To moun U LlyH4YKO0y BOHoi, TO 0OMaxuBaJ ero, MBITasiCh CAeNIaTh ero npedbiBaHWe B CHIPOCTH
XOTb HEMHOT0 KoM(popTHee. CnycTs monroe BpeMs, Korga M LlyHuK0oy MeIeHHO OTKPHII r'1a3a, Mo
WH noMor eMy OAHATHCS.

— Tebe nyumie? ITOSBUIUCH CHTIBI?

U LlyH4K0y KUBHYII.

Mo HMH 06ner4y€HHO B3OOXHYI.

— T MeHs HaIlyTrall 1O CMEpPTH.

[Tocre Bcex 3THUX XJIONMOT HeOO Hayajo IIOCTEIIeHHO TeMHETh.

Mo WH, n3MOTaHHbIH U3NIECKH, TOYYBCTBOBAJ T'OJI0M, HO B 9TOM I'/IyIIHM He OBIJI0 HUYEero ChbeCTHOTO,
¥ OH C TPY[OM [IOJaBuUJI YyBCTBO I'OJIOA.

[lepen HUM TIOSIBUIICS TTUPOKOK, 3aBEPHYTHIN B MaCsHYIO OyMary.

Mo W= ynusuics.
— LlyHuxkoy, oTKyma y Te0st BC€ 3T0? THl IPOCTO YHUBEPCAJI, U€aIbHBIN ITOMOUTHUK B JTFOOBIX

Ioe3gKax.

UM LyHYKO0y, TPUBHIKIINY K TIOX0[aM U CpaXkKeHHUSM, He pa3 ToJiofall B OTCYTCTBHE IIPOBUAHTA,
II03TOMY BCETHa HOCHUJI C CO00M CyXOH HaéK.



On He 00pagoBaJiCcs MOXBale, a JIUIIbL mogyMan: «Takoi rpyOsii xe0, Kak OH MOXKET ero ecTh?»

OH OBITT CITUIIKOM I'PYyObIM, @ Mo MH c ero HeXHOM KOXKeW ¥ U3bICKaHHBIMY ITPUBEIYKAMU HE HOJIKEeH
OBLUI MUTATHCS IIOTOOHON IHUIIEH.

Mo Hu YXe co6panc;{ OTKYCHUTEL, HO, BCIIOMHHB, 9YTO PAOOM Oblna OEBYIIKA, PEIINII IIOOEJIUThCA.

Ou nopomeén K JInab Ci09, pa3lioMUB 3aTBEPHEBIINY TMUPOKOK Ha YaCTH, U IPOTSIHYII € OOUH KYCOK.

— Bo3bMmu.
Korma JIuub Cio3 Bolna, €€ omexkaa Oblyla TPOMOKIIIEH, ¥ BOfa CTeKala Ha II0.

OO6yBb Mo MHa ToxKe Oblya ITOJIHA BOMHI, UTO BRI3HIBAJIO AUCKOMGOPT, TIO3TOMY OH He HafieBajl €€ Kak
II0JI0K€EHO, a IPOCTO HaTSIHYJ Ha HOTH.

CTynuB Ha MOKDBIH 11071, OH IIOCKOJIB3HYJICS U Ha4all TafiaTh BIEDEN.

14 I_IYHT-I}Koy MI'HOBEHHO BCKOYHJI, IIBITAACH €TI0 ITIOOXBAaTUTh.

Ho 6®110 y2Ke O3gHO.

Mo U# ynan Ha JIuas Ci03, U, KakK Ha3710, €ro JieBas pyKa oKa3aiach Ha e€ TPyau.

OH 4yTb He MOTEPSJI CO3HAHUE OT yXKaca, OFICTPO OTHEPHYB PYKY, CIIOBHO 00KETIINCE.
U Llyr4xKO0y, OKa3aBIIUNUCS PSALOM, YBULEI 9TO, U €r0 JIUIO CTAJI0 MpadyHbIM, KakK Tyda.

— IIpocTu... mpoctu... — 6opmoTtan Mo HH, He 3Hast, KaK ONMPaBAATLCS 3@ CBOIO HEYAAYHYIO IOMBITKY
rmoMoub. OH OBIJI B HOTHOM cMsaTeHuHu. — Ci09... C103...

OH maxke He MOT IIPOM3HECTHU €€ UMS TIOJTHOCTHIO.

YBupes, uTo Mo MH Bcé emé HaxomuTcs B 00baTusx JIuab Ci03, M LlyHYK0y CXBATUII €T0 3a IM0SIC U
OTTSHYJI B CTOPOHY. 3aTeM OH IIOIIPaBUJI €T0 CJieTKa PaCCTETHYBIIYIOCA OfeXAy, TIIaTe/IbHO 3aKPHIB
ee.

3ameTuB, uTo ymx Mo MHa nokpacHenu ot cMmylnenus, M LlyH4YK0y ¢ MpayHBEIM BHIpaKe€HUEM JIAIa
CXBaATUJI €T0 3a 3alsICThe U OTBENI B CTOPOHY.



Korpga Mexay HUMU MMOSBUAJIOCH pacCcTosiHMe, Mo MH MOCTENEeHHO YCIIOKOUJICS.

YecTHO roBOPSI, B MOMEHT MafeHus OH OB HACTOJIBKO OXBA4YeH IMMIAHWKOM, YTO Jaxe He
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO UMEHHO KOCHYJICS PYKOH.

Ho ato 3By4adJlIo OBI KaK OIlpaBOaHHKE, U OH HEe MOT' CKa3dTh TaKO€ B IIPHUCYTCTBHUU OEBYIIKH.

— C1093... C105-TyHSH, 3TO... 3TO MOS BUHA.

— IIpaBpa? Torga Kak uMmepaTop cobupaeTcsi KOMIEHCUPOBATh 3TO IIPOCTOM fieByIIKe? MoXKeT,
BO3bMETE Ha Ce0s OTBETCTBEHHOCTH?

Takol X0IOOHEIN YeJI0OBEK, KaK OHa, TPOU3Hecsa Takue cjaoBa. Mo MH OblT yIUBIIEH, HO TBEPHO
IIoKavasl roJI0BOM.

— Her, HeT!

PaHO unu O30HO OH MOKMHET 3TOT MHUD U HE CMOZXKET O6peMeHHTB OEBYIIKY.

BCcrioMHUB CBOHU CJI0Ba, CKa3aHHEBIE paHee HaJIOZKHUIe CroaHb, OH CMYU.IéHHO l'IpOI/I3HéC:

— MHe... MHE HPaBATCA MYyXK4YUHEI.

— 4... 1 Haypy Tebe paboTy Bo mBOpIE. [IeBYIIIKaM He CTOUT CIIEIIUTh 3aMyX, JIy4Ile
COCPEeNOTOYUTHCS Ha Kaphepe.

JIuas C103 yIuBUNIACh.

— Huxkorpa emné XeHIMHA He 3aHUMala HOXKHOCTb IPY ABOpe. [Ipyrue YMHOBHUKY, HaBEPHOE,
OymyT IPOTHUB.

TeMm nyuiue. [IycTe CBEPrHYT 3TOTO IJIYIIOr0 UMIIEpaTopa.

— K uépty ux! — BocknmukHyn Mo MH. — KTo cKa3as, 4To XKeHIIUHH cllabee MyK4YuH? BO3MOXKHO, B
Oymy1ieM THl JOCTUTHEIb O0/IbIIEr0, YeM TBOM CTapIuui 6part.

JInub Ci03 3aMoIdaia.

U Lynuxoy, ciylias ux pa3roBop, BAPYT 3aKallIsICs.

BHuMmanue Mo M Ha MITHOBEHHO IIEPEKII0YUIIOCh Ha HETO.



— Te1 ycran? Xodeb OTAOXHYTh?

B pyke oH mepzKaJl IOJIOBUHY IMHUPOXKKA, 0TOPBaJl HeOOJIbIIOH KycouyeK U MogHEC KO pTy U LlyHuXKOYy.

— Iloems HEMHOTO, MOXKET, CTAHET JIyd1ie.

JIuus Cr03 Mostya HaOIIOata 3a 9TUM, HEOKHUIAHHO CIIPOCHB:

— Cepaiie uMIiepaTopa, HOKHO ObITh, IPUHALIEKUT TeHepany YaHnuHy?

nu HYH‘-I}KOY OCTAaHOBHIJICA, OTKPBIBASA POT.

Mo UH CIOKOKHO BIOXKUII Kyco4ek ensl B poT Y LlyHYK0y ¥ ITOKa4das rojIoBOM.

— OH He TOT.

«Kaxkoe Tam ceppre? — mogymai oH. — { BCE 3TO BhimyMasl. HUKTO He MOT CpaBHUTHLCS C MOUM
MaJIeHbKUM IeMOHOM-COOIa3HUTENIEM .

OH mpUIIEN B 3TOT MUP, YTOOH ciacTu ero, ¥ Y LlyH4YKoy OBIJT CAMbIM BaXkKHEIM.

— OH HaMHOTO BaXKHee, Y4eM TOT, KTO 3aHMMaeT MO€E Cepalle.

W LlyHYK0y CIyIIas, TTIsSas B ero SpKue, Mpo3payvHble T7la3a ¥ JIHHHBEE, KaK BOPOHOBO KPHIO,
PEeCHHUIIB, 3a0BIB ake MepekEBLIBATh MUY .

Mo W mokopmun U LlyHYKOY el1é HeCKOIbKUMHU KyCOYKaMy UPOKKaA, a TIOTOM U CaM IePeKyCUJl.

He6o TemHeno Bcé cunbHee, ¥ Mo ViH He 3Has, CMOTYT JI CTPaXKU B UEPHBIX OfleKax HaUTH UX
cerogHs HOYbI0. becmokosichk 0 3mopoBbe U 1IyHUKOY, OH PaCCTEIHII IJIAlll ¥ CeNT y KaMeHHOU CTEHHI.

— LlyHuxo0y, unu ciofia, 060IpUCh Ha MEHS U OT[IOXHHU.

U Llyruxkoy OBLT BHILIE, TO3TOMY CHEJaTh 3TO OBIO HEJIETKOo, U B utore Mo Uu cam oka3sasncs
IIPUCJIOHEHHBIM K €ro Ijeyy.

OH OBI1 M3MOTaH, cnacasa U LIYH‘-I}KOY U1 [ejlasi KICKYCCTBEHHO€ ObIXaHne, U BCKOPe IMMOTrPY3UJICSA B COH.

KamenHas cTeHa, Kak OBl IrJ1ajika OHa HU ObIyTa, BCE paBHO ObIIa TBEPHOM, ¥ ero Oe0CHeKHas CIIHHA,
IPUCIOHEHHAS K Hel, HaBepHsKa IMOKpacCHeIa.

Y LlyH4YKOy NUIIb Ha MTHOBEHHE 3alyMasics 00 3TOM, IIpexk[e YeM 0CTaHOBUTE ce0si. OH 0CTOPOKHO
o0kun Mo MHa, ynoXKuB ero rojioBy Ha CBOU KOJIEHH.



Mo Hu CBEPHYJICA KaJIaYUKOM, ITOIIEBEJINIJICSA, YCTPOUBIINCH noynoGHee, ", CXBAaTUB €ro PYKY,
KPEIIKO 3aCHYII.

B netem JIeCy pa3naBalliCh KPUKHU IMAKAO ¥ KBaKaHbe JIATYIIEK.

Orosnsb ocsernan nuio Mo MHa TEnasM OPaHZXKEBEIM CBETOM, U, I'JIAOd Ha €ro CIIsdiiee JIMIO, Ka3adJIOCh,
4TO BCe 3BYKH CTHXAIOT, a Cepale YCIIOKanBaeTCs.

JIuupb Ci03 ToxXe IIPpUCIIOHUIIACh K CTE€HE, BITJISIHYB Ha nu ]_IYH‘-I}KOY, IIpOM3HECIa HU3KHUM U XOJIOJHBIM
MYZKCKHM T'OJIOCOM:

— ToT, y Koro ecTb c1ab0CTh, YMPET KYTKOW CMEPTHIO.

MexXny HUMU TOPeJ KOCTEP, U UX B3TJISIOLI BCTPETUIIUCEH B BO3MYXE.

O0a ObLIM Te[IHEIMH.

JIvnab Ky4usHb He oxupga, 4To M LlyHYXKO0y OTBETUT €My, U He YAUBUJICS.

Ho xorpma o yBugen Mo MHa, MUPHO cHsIIero Ha KoneHsx M LIyHuUxkKoy, ¢ yiaeI0KOi Ha JTUIle faxe BO
CHe, ero 0OBIYHO CITOKOMHOE Ceplle BOPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAIO pasgpaKkeHue.

[Tocnpimanucs Imary, yIIopsAgo4YeHHBIE, HECMOTPA Ha JINBEHb.

u HYH‘-I}KOY YZXKe 3Hall, KTO UIET, HO He O6paTI/IJ'I Ha 3TO BHUMAHU, IIPOOOJIZKAaA CMOTPETE Ha Mo
WHa, mexkatiero Y HEero Ha KOJIEHAX.

OH cIan Tak CafKo, ero PeCHHUIIH He IPOoKaiy, a Ha ry0bax Gblyla CTIOKOMHAs yIeI0Ka, KOTopast
3aCTaBJIsijia HE TPEBOXKHUTH €ro.

HukTo He mogOpackiBa IPOB, ¥ KOCTEP BOT-BOT [OJKeH ObILJI TOraCHYTh, KOTIa BAPYT B IEIIEPY
BOPBAJICS CBET.

[IBOE CTPaKHUKOB BIIePEOU PafOCTHO 3aKpUYau:

— Onu 3gecsy!

FOanb 11351051Hb BOIIEN CIIENOM, YBUMEB CIIEHY B IIEIlepe, ero Iria3a MoTeMHENH, ¥ OH C YCMEeIKOi
IOJI2KaJl T'yOHI.

— BriliiuTe U CTOWTE Ha CTPaxKe.



[ITym pa36ymun Mo HMHa, OH MOTep TJia3a ¥ MOMBITAICS BCTaTh. HEOOKYHOE OIIyIeHe 3aCTaBUIIO eT0
TIOHSITh, YTO €T0 MaJIeHbKUH JeMOH-CO0Ta3HUTENTb CITYKUJT eMY TIOAYIIKOM.

HecMmoTpst Ha cBOIO c1ab0CThb, OH OB HAIEXKHBIM ¥ 3a00T/THUBLIM.

OH yKe XOTeJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, KaK BAPYT KpPaeM rila3a 3aMeTHI IeTIIyi0 TeHb. OH 4yTh He
IOANPHITHYI OT CTPaxa, IOyMaB, UTO YBUIEJI TPUBUIEHHE.

Kor{a oH pasriisiien MU0, OH 00JIeTYEHHO BEITOXHYL.

— HWmMnepatop... osags?

«Kakast HememocTs! — mogyMmas oH. — 3a4eM OBIIO JIeTeTh Ha TAKOe KOPOTKOE PACCTOSTHUE?»

HecMmoTps Ha BHyTpeHHUM capka3M, Mo VH OblI pafi, UTO €ro Claciid, ¥ He CKYIUJCS Ha yJIbIOKU
maxke s KOanb 113sg0sH4.

FOans 1I351051Hb, TPU3EMIMBIIUCE, IIPUCTAIBHO CMOTPETT Ha HETO, a 3aTEM BHE3AITHO IPOTSIHY PYKY U
00Ha1 Mo WHa 3a Tanuo.

— YrT0... 4TO THI Oejlaeulb!

Mo W= okasancs B Kpenkux o0bpsaTusx F0aus 13505415, ero mon0opomoK yTKHYJCS B maedo. OH He
IIOHMMAJI, YTO 3a 6e3yMue 0XBaTHJIO 3TOTO KHUBOTO BOIJIOIIEHUS afja, U 3aKpudal:

— OToyCTH... OTIIYCTH MeHs!

B ero cnenou 30He 0ans 1I3505Hb 1eBoY pyKou aTakoBal U LIlyHYKOy, ¥ 38 HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]l OHU
ycrienu 06MeHSITbCSI HECKOIbKUMU yaapaMu.

JI[ep}Ka Mo HHa Ha PyKaX, OH MOT HCIIOJIb30BATh TOJIBKO OOHY PYKY #U, €eCTECTBEHHO, HE MOT'
COIIEPHUYATh. Ho BOPYT JIXIIO u HYH‘-I}KOY CTaJIo (bI/IOJ'IeTOBBIM, " OH BBHITIITFOHYJI KPOBB.

OH OBICTPO CTED €é€.

JIuup 2Ky4sHb, CTOSIBUINY B YTy, CJIETKA YIBIOHYIICS.

FOanb 11351051Hb TpeKpaTUI aTaky ¥ oTHEC Mo MHa Ha 1Iar B CTOPOHY.

«MyX4Y1UHa-IeMOH, KOTOPOTO APYroi My>KUMHa HECET Ha PyKaX, Kak IIPUHIIECCY, — YTO 3a 3penuie!
— nmopyman Mo MH. — Mo ManleHbKUi 1eMOH-CO0/Ta3HUTEeNIb CMOTPUT Ha 3TO, ¥ KaK Xe MHe,
MOJIOOMY TOCIIOOUHY, COXPAHUTh JIULIO?»



Mo WH npopgomxkan OphIKaThCS, €T0 BOJIOCHI UCTOYANHY JIETKUYM apoMaT, ¥ FOaub 113509Hb TUXO
IIPOU3HEC:

— Marnenbkuit 6aMOyK, He IBUTANCH.

Mo VH MHCTHHKTHBHO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI OMIAaCHOCTh, BCTIOMHMB, YTO Iiepef HUM ObLI TOT, KTO yOHBal, He
MOPTHYB I'JIa30M, U IIepecTal IBUTaThCS.

[TogHSB royIOBY, OH YBUOEN, YTO Haf ycaThiM momboponkoM FOaHb LI3s505THS ero rita3a MpHUCTaabHO
cMmotpenu Ha U LlyHuXKOy.
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