Kto 611 MOr mogymaTh, 4To Ban Cu, KOTOPOT0O UMIIePaTOP TaK 6JIaroBOJIUII U HaxKe NOBEPUI eMy
1evaTh, CTAHET ero MeIIKOH, TOTOBOM BHIIIOIHSATD JII00bIE MTPHUKA3H.

— locnioguH, Bel x0Tenu y3HaTh 0 reHepane YaHnuHe? B nocnenHee BpeMs NeHCTBUTEIBHO
IIPOU30IIIO KOe-4TO, 0 YEM CTOUT CO0OIINTh, — CcKa3an Bau Cu, cnerka pasgpaxKeHHBIN U
npe3puTenbHbii. — Ho, 110 IIpaBae ToBOPS, OH He IIpeAcTaBsgeT yrpo3kl, BaMm He CTOUT
0eCIIOKOUThLCS.

[13e1 Cu ¢ mpe3peHueM OTHECCS K orpaHudYeHHOCTH Ban Cu, HO He IoKa3a 3TOro.

Y LlyH4K0y OBIT MAacCTEPOM CKPHITHOCTH. BouH, YbM PYKHU OBLIM MCIAYKaHBEI KPOBBIO, YMEJT CKPHIBATh
CBOIO K€CTOKOCTh ¥ BHITTISIETh 0€300UIHBIM, KaK XPYIKUM Kpacasell. TaKOTO YPOBHSI MaCTepPCTBa
HeJb3s ObIIO He[l0OlleHUBaTh. bojiee TOTO, CTpaXka B UEPHBIX OfleXKAaX MOIy4YusIa UHGOpPMAIIHio, 4To C
TEX 0P, KaK IISITh JIET Ha3aj ero CeMbsi Obllla YHUYTOXKEHa, OH TAWHO CTPOMII IJTaHk. HacKombpKo
ManeKo MPOCTHPAIUCH ero BO3MOXKHOCTH, L1351 Cu maxe HE MOT IIPEATOI0XKHUTh.

Ox Bcerpga cuntan Y LlyHUKOy HEKOHTPOJIMPYEMBIM MEYOM, KOTOPHIM OAHOBPEMEHHO IIPUBJIEKAN U
myTai ero.

Ho cerogus oH He x0Ten roBopuTh 00 M LIyHUKOY.

— 3aMeTHI U Tl YTO-TO HEOOLIYHOE B MIOBEIEHUHN UMIIEpATOpPa B MTOCIIeIHNE THU?

— l'ocoguH, Bel Toxke 9T0 3amMeTunu? YecTHO roBops, 51 OB B yKace!
Bau Cu Hagan 6onTtath 0e3 octaHOBKY, HO LI3b1 Cu, BEICIyIIAB I1apy kano0, HeTepleanuBo nepedun:

— IIpouno# HOYRIO B YepTore L{f0gH IPOKUCXOOUIIO0 YTO-TO HEOOBIYHOE?

— Ila, ma, — mokopHo oTBeTHn Ban Cu. — Ho 3T0 Onina Memouys. Ha BHemHeM gBope Yeprora 1losH
BCITBIXHYJT He0OOJIbIIIOM TT03Kap, KOTOPHIM OGLICTPO MOTYIINIA CTPaXkKa B YEPHBIX OfleKIax.

— A umnepartop?

— Ero BenuuecTBo cran B cBouX Moko0six. OH He IO3BOJIUII MHE BOMTH BO BHYTPEHHUH IBOP, TaK 4YTO S
OCTaJICSI CHAPYXKH.

Kakas xutpas yinoBKa.

Cnactu ero, n30exaB BCeX T'7la3, U 0CTaThCSI He3aMEYEHHBIM — UMITePATOP JAeHCTBUTEIBHO YIOUBUIT
ero.



31 Cu cHOBa BCIIOMHHJI €T0 HpKI/IfI B3rJjisAg U CXKall KyJIaK.

Kak GBI OH HM XOTEJI OTPHUIIATh 9T0, GaKT ocTaBaics pakToMm. Korga oH MouyBCTBOBAI apoMat
UMIIEPATOPA, ero CEePALe APOTHYIIO.

[ABTOpPCKOE TpUMEYaHME:
L1361 Cu: TTomoruTe, UMIepaTopy MOHPaBUIaCh MOSI BHELTHOCTD. UTO fIenaTh?

Kus3b-perent: ??]

[TpoBomuB HanmoxHuIy Cioanb, Mo MH ¢ ob6nerdyeHreM B3OOXHYN U cell psapoM ¢ Y LlyHuxKoy.

OH He 0vu1 yBepeH, 3aMeTun1 1 Y Lynuxoy L[3e1 Cy, u 1ocjie KOPOTKOT0 Pa3gyMbsl OCTOPOKHO
HaMeKHYII:

— He ofr1maiicst ¢ TeMu, KTO PSIIOM C HanoxHuIen CioaHb.

Henbss CMOTPETh Ha MYXKYHH, a TEIIEPh U Ha KEHIIUH?

Y LlyH4YK0y BCIIOMHMJI, KaK MPOIIION Houbio Mo VH Ha3Bas ce6si MOJIOABIM TOCIIOAWMHOM, U,
OBUKMMEIN HETIOHSITHBIM €My CaMOMY UHTEPEeCOM, HaMepEeHHO COTJIaCUIICs:

— XO0po1110, MOJIOZOM TOCIIOKH.

910 cnoBo 3acTaBuiio Mo UH paciecTu.

HaxoHeI-To MaJieHbKHi IeMOH-CO0Ta3HUTENb Mpu3Ha ero! CTaphiil oTell HaKOHEeIl OXKOaJICs CBOET0
yacal

OH He CMOT chepKaTh CBOET0 BO30YKIEHUS U, HAKIOHUBIIKUCH, 00HsAT U LlyHuKOYy.

— BepHo, upgu 3a MHOU, u TeOe Heyero 00SThCs!

CBeXuH U CIIaJKUU dPOMAT HAIIOJIHUJI ITPOCTPAaHCTBO BOKPYT HUX, U CIIMHA nu HYH‘-I}KOY HAIIPATIIACH,
d ero Ija3a IIOTEMHEeJIN.

9T0 OBLN OOBIYHBIM APYXKECKU XKecT, © Mo VH OBICTPO OTIYCTHII €TO.

Temneps, Korma MaleHbKU JeMOH-COOTa3HUTEb JOBEPS MY, OH PELINII pacckasaTh eMy BCE 0 TOM,
Kak 11361 CH KOHTPOJIUPYET CTPaXKy B UEPHHIX OfEeKOaX U NBOPIIOBEIE CHIIEL.



Mo Hu OTKDPBHBIJI POT, HO HE YCIIEJI IIPOU3HECTHU HU CJIOBA, KaK COFHYBMHﬁCH B IOKJI0He Ban Cu
TIOAOIIEN U TOJTOXKUII:

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, MpuOLIT IIEPEMOHUNMENCTED.

— IlycTs mOmOXKOET.

Bau Cu CMyIIEHHO IIPOU3HEC:

— 3aBTpa COCTOUTCS IIEPEMOHUS XKepTBonpuHoLieHus Heby, iepeMoHUNMERCTED YKe HECKOIbKO
pa3 IpoCui aygueHLH, a BEPXOBHBIN Xpell TakxkKe Ipocui Bac noBTopuTs putyai. [loxanyicra, He
OTKJIaObIBAUTE.

Mo UH B3OOXHYIT:

— JlagHo.

BrITH UMIIEPaTOPOM OBLIIO HEJIerkKo, 0COOeHHO KOTfla IMOOYMHEHHBIe 3aCTaBsa0T Tebs padoraTs. OH
Haka3zan UM LlyH4uKoy mapy CJI0B, BCTaJl ¥ MoOIen 3a Ban Cu, HO, MOMAs OO BhIXoma u3 6ecefKu, BOPYT
BEPHYJICS.

OH B35 e111é ONHY ATOAY U CYHYI €€ B poT Y LIyHuYXKO0y, YIBIOHYBIIKCH B OTBET Ha €ro Cjierka
YIOUBIIEHHBIN B3TJISII.

— Emb 6obIilie BKYCHOTO, YTOOH HEe OBITH TAKUM XY[IbIM.

PasroBapuBasi C HUM, OH OB MATKMM M XKM3HEPaJOCTHEIM, HO, Clenys 3a Ban Cu, BEITIAOEN
YTHETEHHBIM, CJIOBHO €T0 3aCTaBIIs/Id PaboTaTs.

CoK srofbl OBIJT COUHEBIM, H, YKyCuUsB ee, 1 HYH‘-I}KOY TI0O4YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK XOJIOMHBIN CIafKui COK
HAIIOJIHHUII €T0 POT.

[TpoBomuB B3rnsimoM yxomsiiero Mo MHa, oH TOCMOTpesT Ha Yallly C IroflaMy, HO He B3S1JI eIll€ OOHY.

Tem BpemeneMm Mo UH, cienys 3a nepeMoHuMeRcTepoM, mpubsit B [TaBunboH [TaBIOBHNH,
PaCIIOI0KEeHHBIN BO BDEMEHHOM IBOPIIE.

TaM mpoKuBai BEPXOBHBIX XKpetl.

Bce YMHOBHUKY CaMU SIBJISITIACH K UMIIEPATOPY, HO BEPXOBHEIN KpeIl Okl UCKIIoueHneM. [Jaxe
IpeKHUN UMIIepPaTop He CMeJl BeCTH ce0s ¢ HUM HEeIIOYTUTEIbHO, He TOJIbKO ITOTOMY, YTO LIePEMOHUS



JKEePTBOIPUHOILIEHUS TPeboBaja «YUCTOTE Ceplia», HO ¥ IIOTOMY, YTO BEPXOBHBIH XKPeIl MOT
YIIPaBISATh CTUXHUSIMHU U TTOIH30BAJICS OTPOMHOM JI000BBI0O HAPOMa, KOHTPOIUPYS 001IeCTBEHHOE
MHEHHE.

Bonee Toro, BerOBHbIﬁ XKpel yIIpaBIdall MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM KIIaHOM JIuHB, He moceIan OBODp, HO OBIIT
00BEKTOM JIECTH BCEX YMHOBHUKOB.

Y Bxopa B [TaBunboH [1aBTOBHUY POCIM [Ba MEPCHUKOBHIX IEPEBA, @ Y BXOHA CTOSJIM UCKYCHO
BbIpe3aHHbIE KaMeHHbIe U3BasSHUS, CO3[laBasi YTOHYEHHYIO U OPeBHIO0 aTMocdepy. [loxKab yxKe
IPEKPATHIICS, ¥ TTaJlaHKWH JocTaBun Mo MHa 3a mupMy, Toe ero BCTpeTHsIa CTyKaHKa.

Boigs BHYTpb, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI apOMAT rapaeHuy, KOTOPHIM 60pUil ¥ ycrokauBar.

I/IHTepLep OBOpa OBITT M3BICKAHHBIM, HO Mo MH He Mor HacnamuThes M. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 IMEeITaJICA
C6e}KaTB, IIPpUOYyMEIBAA PA3JIMYHBEIE OTTOBOPKHU, HO HepeMOHHfIMefICTep KaXKObIi Pa3 OCTaHaBJIMBAJI
ero.

HeynuBuTenbHO, UYTO OH TaK CONPOTHUBIISAICS, BeIb BEPXOBHEIN Xk pell JIuHb Ky4usHb ObIJT TPETHUM
KaHUJATOM Ha POJIb JIF0O0OBHOTO UHTEpeCa.

Ecnu Gbl MOKHO ObII0 0003HAYKTh YYBCTBA TPEX KAaHOUAATOB K MaJeHbKOMY HEMOHY-CO0JIa3HUTEITIO,
to FOans LI3s0gH 1 Y LIyHuXKOYy OB OBl «HACUIIbCTBEHHBIMU 3axBaTyuKamu», LI3el Cu u U
LlyruX0y — «J1:000BbBIO C IIEPBOTO B3rNAfa», a JInab Ky4usns u U LIyHUXK0y — «IeTCKOU OPyKO0M».

OHu 3HaANMU APYT OpyTa C JeTCTBa, U UX CBSI3BIBAIX 0COObIe OTHOIIEHUS. JInHb 2Ky4sHb, XOJIOMHBIN 0
Mo3ra KocTel, ynribancs Tonbko U LlyHYKOY.

Mo UH xX0Ten TOIBKO OTPeUbCs OT IPEeCTOsIa, He pUBJIeKas BHUMaHUS KaHAUAaToB. K Tomy xe JIuHb
Kyusnb, yueHUK Msiou3sHa, ObIT MacTepoM 4epBs Iy, a Mo H 60s171cst HaCEKOMBIX U HE XOTeN
BCTPEYATHCS C 3TUM «KOPOJIEM YEPBEU».

Ho, kKak OBl OH HY COIIPOTHUBJISJICS, TyTh BCE PABHO MOMOIIET K KOHITY.

Boiims B mpuéMHYy10, OH He yBuAen JIuHb KyusHs.

OTO IPOMCXOUIIO He BIIEPBLIE; B IIPOIIJIOM Iofy ObLIO TO XKe caMoe. LlepeMoHUIMENCTED,
IIPUBHIKIINYI K 3TOMY, HAlIPaBUJICS BO BHYTPEHHUU IBOP U OCTAHOBUJICA Iepel KOMHaTOU JIMHb
KyusHs.

— BepxoBHBIY XKpel], ©MIepaTop IpuobI!

Cepmnie Mo MHa 3aK0IOTUIIOCE.



— Bam cnyra mpuBeTcTBYeT Bairie BenuecTBO, — MOCTIBIIIATICS XOJIOAHEBIN, KaK JIEM, TOJIOC U3
KOMHAThl. — 4 3apa3usics TsSXKENoM 60Ie3HbI0 U JIEYYCh C MTOMOIIIBIO YEPBS Ty, UTOOH He ITepefaTh eé€
Bawm. [Ipo1ry npoieHus 3a TO, YTO HE MOTY BHIUTH.

3T10 OllpaBOaHWE€ 3By4YaJI0 HACTOJIBKO HAaOYMaHHBIM, YTO HAIIOMHWHAJIO ITKOJIbHUKA, IIPAUTBOPAIOIIET OCSA
6OJ'IBHBIM, YyTOOHI HE UOTHU Ha 3aHATHU.

Ho ero orka3 Ovl1 Kak pa3 TeM, 4ero xoTesl Mo MH, 1 OH IIOCIeIIHO OTBETHUII:

— Her, Her, 9T0 He BaxHO! 3a60TbTECh O CBOEM 3TOPOBIICHMH!

OTnuyHO, BCTpeYa OTMEHSIETCS, ¥ 00SI3/IUBEIM TeMOH-CO0Ta3HUTENTb CHOBA MOXKET PacciabuThes!

Mo UH yxe cobupasics mOIPOIaThCs, KaK XOJIONHBIN T0JI0C CHOBA 3ar0BOPHIL:

— A C103 — Mos1 MyTafiliIasi cecTpa, IyCTh OHa 03HAKOMUT Bac ¢ puTyanoM xkepTBonmpuHoiieHus Heby.

Mo Hu TyT XKe IIOHHK, KaK HOHMOpO}KeHHLIfI.

CbexaTh He yanoch, U TEIeph eMy IPUAETCS 00IIAaThCS C IIOObMHU. BEITE UMIIEPATOPOM — 3TO
CJIMIIIKOM TSI2KEJIO OIS JeMOHa.

CkpurnHya OBepb, ¥ U3-3a LIKUPMEI BHIIIJIA KEHITMHA B KDACHOM, C TOHKOY ByaJiblo Ha ria3ax. OHa
IOKJI0HUNach Mo Uny.

— Bam cnyra JIuapb Cio5 npuBeTcTByeT Baiie BenudectBo. [la 3mpaBCTByeT uMmepaTop!

— B-BcTaHbTeE.

— IloxamyiicTta, cnegyuTe 3a MHOU.

B nepBuIX IecsiTU TilaBaX KHUTH YIIOMKAHANO0Ch, uTo JIunb Ci09, Mitapmas cectpa JIuue 2Kyusns, Obia
€ero 1paBo¥ pyKou. JIuub 2Ky4sHb KUJT yeAUHEHHO, U BCe fela Befa JInHb Cio3. X0oTs oHa Oblla
JKEHIIMHOW, OHa HUKOTTIa He [I0MycKalla OIM00K, ¥ HUKTO HE CMeJl OTHOCUTHCS K HEU
HeyBaXXUTEJbHO.

LlepeMonuitmeiicTep meén Buepeny, a JInabs Ci03 oKasanach PSIoM ¢ HUM. PaHbIne oH He oOparian
BHUMAaHMsI, HO TEIePb 3aMEeTHJI, YTO OHa ObIJla BLICOKOM, Ha IOJITOJIOBHI BHIIIIE HETO.

Yro 3a mena? Ero pocT GBI BhIIIe CPeIHEro, HO KaHAUAATH-MYKYKUHEI ObIIM BHIIIE HETO, a TEIepPh
maxe fieByIIKa o0OOTHasIa.



910 OBIIIO 00UOHO.

TonbpKO 4TO OH IIPOBOAMII HamoXKHUIy CioaHb, ¥ TEIIePh PSIIOM C HUM OKa3ajach He3HaKoMas
JKeHIMHa. XOTS OH 3HaJ, 4YTO OHa He Oy[eT HaBsI3bIBAaThCS, OH BCE PABHO YYBCTBOBAJI ce0s HEJIOBKO.

K cuacTtsio, JIuab Ci09 He OblsTa APyKeT00HOM ¥ He MbITalach 3aBsI3aTh PA3roBOP, OCTABASCh
XOJIOOHOH, KaK JIEM.

Bo3gyx B ropax mocine foxkas 6b1 0cO0eHHO cBexXUM, U Mo UH, OKpyKEHHBIN TEMHO-3€IEHBIMU
jlecaMu, IIOYyBCTBOBa ce0s pacciableHHBIM U CIIOKOWHBIM,

LlepemoHus xkeprtBonpuHouieHus: HeOy Obisla caMbIM BazKHBIM COOBITHEM T'0fla, U UMIIEPATOP C
BEPXOBHBIM KPELIOM BBICTYIIAJIA B POJIM TJIaBHBIX KPEIOB, @ OCTaJIbHbEIe IIePEMOHUNMENCTEPHI JIUIITh
TIOMOTaJIH.

[Topoups K anrapio, epeMOHUVMENCTEPHl M OXPaHHUKY OCTaIuCh BHU3Y, a JIuHb Cr03 u Mo MH
HayaJll IOJHUMAThCSA 110 KaMEHHBIM CTYIIEHSM.

EnBa oHU CTYIUIM Ha KPYT/IBIY alTapb, MOKPHITEHY 3€JIEHBIMU IIITUTaMH, KaK MeJIbKHYJIa KOpu4YHeBas
TeHb, U Mo VH Hamnpsrcs, KpuKHyB:

— 3Mmes!

3Mest OLICTPO HAIIPABUIIACH K HUM.

Mo W 6osiyics 3Meit 60blile BCEro Ha CBeTe, U ero KPOBE 3aCTHhIJIAa B KHUJIAX. OH MHCTMHKTHBHO XOTEJ
Y6e}KaTB, HO psAgoM Onla OEBYIIKA, 1 OH HEe MOT"' OCTABUThH eé OOHY.

— OTounu, BCTaHb 32 MHOM!

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH faze 3a0blJT 0 CBOEM TUTYJIe, IPUCTAJILHO TTISAS Ha 3MeI0 C TPEeYTroJIbHOM T'0JI0BOH,
OKpallleHHOW B KOPUYHEBHIN, XKEJITHIN U CEPHIN I[BETA.

JIunab Cr03, CTOSIBIIAA MO3a4H, XOJIOOHO ITOCMOTpPea U BHITYCTHAIA YEPBS I'y, KOTOPHIM yIan Ha IIet0
Mo UHa.
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