Mo Hu KPEIIKO C2KaJl PYKY B PYKaB€, MEICJIEHHO Y6e}KJIaH 0665{, YTO IIeped HUM CBUHBA, U C TPYOOM
BCTPETHUJICA C HUM B3TJIAOOM. Ho paBnenue, ucxomsiiee 0T HETO, OBIIIO CITHIIIKOM CHUJIBHBIM, X OH €]IBa
yCIieJI MEJIbKOM B3TJIAHYTH, IIPEeXKae 4eM CHOBa OTBECTH B3IJIAMO.

— 3T0 MOs CBO6OI[a — X049y JIX 1 3aKPBIBATh OBEPL UJIK HET, OA04, U 3TO BaC TOXKeE KacaeTcs?

Ero yioy ropeiy, 1 OH IOTAHYIICA, YTOOBI IIOTEPETH UX.

KpacHrle KOHUMKH YIIed MajleHbKOTr0 UMIIepaTopa Momnasny B mojie 3penus K0aus LI3505HS, 1 OH C
YIOBOJIbCTBUEM YIILIOHYJICSI, BHE3AITHO MOHSB PYKY, TOTOBHIN BOUTH.

Cepnue Mo HMHa roToBo OBLIO0 BBRIIIPDBITHYTH U3 TPYOHU, XU OH CXBATHUJI €TO PYKY.

— Kaxk T cMeelllb, He BXomu!

Ero rpyns 6osenia OT HanpsiXKeHUs.

FOans 1135105Hb B3TNISHYT HA pyKy Mo MHa, 0CTaHOBWICS U HAKJIOHUJICS, MeJJIEHHO IPUONIHUKAsACh.

— Manenbkuii 6aMOyK, II04eMy ThI IIepecTa 3aukKaThCs?

Mo UH 3amep.

B Takue KpuTHUYecKre MOMEHTH KTO OymeT myMath 0 counopobun? F0ans LI3504Hb ObIT CITUIIKOM
BHUMAarTeseH, u LI3e1 Cu, oxoxke, He YOAaCTCs CIaCTH.

Pyka mManeHbpKOT0 uMIepaTopa Oslta xonomgHow, ¥ KOaub L35105Hb, KOTOPHIM 00BIYHO HEHABUIE
IIPUKOCHOBEHMS, He TI0YYBCTBOBAJI OTBPAIEHUS.

BupuMo, oH BHILIEN B creliKe, 663 MacKy, ¥ Ha 10y ¥ HOCY BBICTYIIUIIM KAIlJIX 110Ta, T'YOB! OBINTH
OrmemHee 0OBIYHOT0. XOTSI OH BCE €Ill€ CMOTPEJ Ha HEero C BEI30BOM, B €r0 I'Ia3ax OblJI0 MEHbIIIe
OOBIYHOM KMBOCTH, YTO CO37IaBaJIO OIIyIleHue KpaiHel HaCTOPOXKEeHHOCTH.

— YOuiina Hamyran Teds?

KWcmoyr Obin Hen3bexKeH, YBUIEB Tak OIM3K0, KaK KTO-TO YOUBAET, ¥ TOIBKO YTO IIOYYBCTBOBAB Me4
1I3x1 Cu Ha cBoel I1ee, OH He MOT He 00SIThCS.

Ho Mo UH He cTan Obl mpu3HABaTLCS B 3TOM nepeqn Kausb LI3si0sHEM, €71ab0 BO3pA3UB:

— Takas Meno4Yb He MOXKET HallyIr'aTb MEHs, IaXKe €CIIN UuX 6yx[eT CTO, s HE I/ICl'IyTaIOCb!

FOansp 113510510 TpubIU3uI MU0 K Mo MHY, 1 ero B3TJIsSA BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUIICS ITO3agyu HETO,



aTMOC(bepa PE3KO0 u3MEeHnJIaCh, U OH MEOJIEHHO HpOI/I3HéC:

— YOuiLbl BEPHYJIUCH.

Mo UH cxBaTuUi €ro 3a pyKy U CIpATasCs 3a HUM, HEPBHO CIIPOCHUB:

— I'me, 3amutu MeHs!

TummnHa.

OH 06epHyJcs, 4TOOb TOCMOTPETD, ¥ ABOP OBLI mycT, KpoMe Ban Cu.

Kak cKy4HO, KaK TJIyIo, OH IIPOCTO 00OMaHyI ero!

Mo UH cxain Kynaky, HO OH He MOT cupaBuTthca ¢ FOaHb LI35051HEM, TI03TOMY TOJIBKO CMOTpEJI Ha
HEeTro C THEBOM.

Ero rma3sa cnoBHO ropeiix MaJIEHbKHUM IIJIaMEeHEM, 3TO OBIITO KPaCuBo.

HOanb 11351051Hb HEKOTOPOE BPeMs CMOTPeJI Ha Hero, 3aTeM BHE3aIlHO IIOOHST PYKY.

Mo U= pedeKTOPHO OTCTYNNII, HO COOKY Oblia ABEPD, ¥ OH 0O0SINICS CIIy4aliHO OTKPHITE €€, TI09TOMY
OCTaHOBHUJICS Ha TOJIIYTH.

ITOT XKUBOM IEMOH HaBepPHsIKa COOMPAETCsS CXBATUTh €T0 3a IIel0, KakK OH CHellal C TeM IpefaTesieM.

Mo UH cuutan ce6si cMensiM, HO OH Gosiics F0ausb 1[3505Hs, 1 KOTHa ero pyka oka3anach epen HUM,
OH MHCTMHKTHBHO 3aKpHII I'JIa3a.

B ymax pa3gacst TErKuil CMeIIoK.

Bomnb HE IIpHUIIa, BMECTO 3TOTO OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE IIPUKOCHOBEHNE K I'OJIOBE.

Mo WH yOuBnIEHHO OTKPHITI I'Mla3a.

9TOT XKMBO¥ IEMOH YTO-TO 3aMblnisieT? CHavana OaéT ClIafoCTh, a IIOTOM BHE3AIHO yOUBaeT?

HOausb LI35054Hb MOTIAagUIT €r0 BOJIOCH, a 3aTEM HE CMOT YOEPXKATHCA U YIIUIIHYII €Tr0 3a LIEKY.

— Tax 6ounrscsa MeHs? Hukakoit xpabpoctu. ManeHnbkuii 6aMOyK, CKaxkK1, KTO CTpalllHee — YOUMITHL
Unu ?



['oBOPST 3TO, OH Kak ObI CITy4aitHO OPOCHII B3TJIsI B KOMHATY.

...BbI 00a He ny4ire.

Ha Takou Bonpoc Mo UH 3Ham 0TBeT.

— Huxkoro 51 He 6010Ch, S UMIIEPATOP, KTO MOXKET MEHS HalyraTh?

Ero aypa Oblyta cunmbHee, 4eM 0OBIYHO, U eIy Obl He TIOCJIeIHUM 3auK, 3TO OB OBl MIeaTbHbIH
IPUMEP «HATYTOTO CaMOJTIOOUS».

HOawns LI3sg054Hb Beceno paccMedncsi, CHOBa YITUIIHYJI €r0 3a YXO0 U ITIOBEPHYJICA.

Mo WH Obln Topaxk€eH U COUT C TOJIKY, 9T0 BCE? HeyxKemnu 3TO IeHCTBUTENHHO KHA3b-PETEHT?

OH He MOT [I0BEpPUTH, HO ycCiblmal, Kak FOaHs 11350498 cKa3ait:

— He xouemrb MeHs OTIIycKaTh? MoXKeT, TOUAEIL CO MHOM?

OH OCMOTPEN BHU3 U MOHSJ, YTO U3-3a CUJIBHOTO HaPSKEHUS OH BCE elllé fepxkai pykKy FOaHb
LI3s105Hs.

Mo W 6pocu ero pyKy, Kak TOPSYUN yTOJIb.

— Her, HeT, gs0s, uou ¢ MUPOM, He TTPOBOXKaAr0!

FOans 1I351051HD y2Ke BHIIIEN U3 BHYTPEHHETO IBOPa, HO BHE3AlHO 00ePHYJICS y apKH, YTOJIKY T'y0
TIOOHSIJIUCS.

— Manenbku#t 6aMOYK... CTaJl HAMHOTO MUJIEE.

...4dT0 3a mena? {d mOCTOMHLINM MOJIOZOM I'OCIONNH, KaK MOXKHO Ha3bIBaTh MEHS MUJILIM?

IIpoBogue KOaus 113g054Hs B3rnsamom, Mo H He MOT ITIOBEPUTH B MPOUCXOISIIIEE.

HOamusb 1I3s05Hb CETOOHS YTO-TO CheJI He TO, UJIA €T0 TOXe KTO-TO 3aMeHHII?

OH He MOT TIOHATH, TIO9TOMY pelIus He JymMaTh 06 3ToM. [TokauaB r'oJIoBO#, OH IOJHSJ PYKY, YTOOH
OTKPHITH [IBEPD, U BAPYT YBHUJIEN CBEXKYIO KDOBb Ha PYKE.

OH TO4YHO He KacaJsics paHbl LI3el Cu, OTKy#a KpOBb?



[Tomoxmu, OH B MaHuKe cxBaTui PyKy K0aub LI3505HS, 9Ta KPOBb... BO3MOXKHO, €TO0.

Kans 113550510 OBLT PaHEH?

L1351 Cu Onln MaCTepPOM BBICHIETO YPOBHS, OH HAllEJIUJICA Ha KOann 11351051HsI, ¥ TOT HE MOT OCTaTbCS
HeBPeOUMEBIM.

Panenue ObIJIO Ha PyKe, U, BEPOSITHO, HE OJHO.

Ho HOa#ns LI3s10s7Hb BCE BpeMs ybI0asiCs, OH TaK CHJIBHO CXKaJl eT0 PYKY, a OH JaXe He MOPTHYII, He
[I0Ka3aJl HY KAy OOJIH.

Kak oH M0OXKeT OBITh TAKUM CHJIBHEIM? ITO ITPOCTO OECHT.

HezameTHO HacTynuina HoYb. O3afayeHHbl Mo MH chesl HEMHOTO €[bl U BEPHYJICS B OIIOYMBAJIbHIO.

L1361 Cu BCE el1Ié JTezkall Ha KOBPE.

He 3Has, kakas paHa Oblyla oTpaBiieHa, Mo MH mockImas Bce paHbl MPOTUBOSIAAEM U Pa30pBajl CBOIO
ofleXk My, YTOOKI ITepeBSI3aTh UX.

[TpoBepuB TeMIIEPaTypPy, OH BCE elé Obut ropssyuM. OH nompocusl Ban Cu pUTOTOBUTH Ta3 C BOAOMN
CHapyx#u, 0o0aBUI HEMHOTO JIbJla, CMOYUJI TKaHb U MOJIOKUN €€ Ha J100 LI3b1 Cu, TOCTOSHHO
oXJIaxmasi ero.

JTO0T OEHb OBLJI ITOJIOH xXaoca, u Mo UH o4eHb yCTall. Houtto, B TUILIMHE, OH €IBa MOT OEPXKATh I''lTa3a
OTKPEITEIMHA.

YroOHI He 3aCHYTH U nofanepxath LI3el Cu, OH TUXO HIENHYI eMy Ha yXO:

— Tl HE OOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK, ThI OYMYIIUN UMIIEPATOP, Thl He YMPEIb TaK JIeTKO. [epXKucs,
CIIBIIIUIIE, UHAYe S TeOs OTIIUIEIalo.

— BHITh ©UMIIEPAaTOPOM — 3TO XOPOIIO, TPOH MOET0 OTLa OB YKPafieH, U Thl KUMeelllb II0JIHOE IIPaBo
3a0parTh €ero y ero ChLHa.

Mo WH GopmoTar, ero BEKH yXKe CIUIANINCh, U OH He 3aMeTUII, 4To ria3a LI3sl CH OTKPBITUCE.

ToT BHe3amHO OBUHYJICS, C MOJIHUEHOCHOM CKOPOCTBIO CXBATHUJI €T0 3a 110 U IepeBEePHYI, IpUKaB K
TOJTy.



CoHNIMBOCTH HCUe3/1a B ONHO MrHOBeHKe, Mo MH He 0Xupia, 4TO ero peakuus OyAeT TaKo! OCTPOH,
naxe Ha TaKOW TUXUU 3BYK.

13b1 Cu cxkan manblfel, © Mo MH cpa3y ke nepecTa ObIIaTh.

— Ornycrx...

Ero ropnio ObI7I0 C3XKaTo, OHO TOpesio u 0oerno.

Mo WH cobparcs ¢ cunaMu, 9To6bI KOHTPATaKOBaTh, HO pyKa ociabia.

113wl Cu, TOTEPSBIINI CHUIIB, TIOJTHOCTBIO IIPUKAJI €ro K I0Jy, ¥ OT 60 OH U3[all CTOH.

Vi3amoxnéHHbI Mo MH ¢ 60/IbIIUM TPYOOM CHSII eT0 ¢ cebsi, pa3apaxkEHHO MPoOOPMOTaB:

— HGGHaFOJIapHBII;I, THI €I11€ He CIIaCeH, a YZXKe OyMa€elllb YGI/ITB cBoero crnacurensd. Ho 4yto
Imoaeia€ellnb, ThH K€ IIPEEMHUK, TaK YTO TEPIIH.

ToT, KT0, 6ymy4y paHeHEIM U OTPABJIEHHBIM, BCE €II€ IBITAaeTCS YOUTh APYTUX, HABEPHSIKA IIPOXKUBET
HEeZOoJro.

K rny6okoit Houu xkap y LI3el Cu HaKOHeI cIiajl.

Bau Cu u CTpaXa B t-IépHBIX omexgax OLIIM BO BHEIIIHEM OBOpe, a MeXOy TpeMd U YEeThIPbMSA YaCaMu
YTPpa, KOTraa 6I[I/ITeJ'II:HOCTB monen Oblia Ha MHHHMYME, OH TUXO OTKDPBHIJI IBEPL.

I eMOHBI-CO6Ia3HUTEN MOTYT IIPEBPALIATLECS B IPU3PAYHbIe TEHH, CIIMBASICh C TbMOU. OH MOMIKET
OTOHb B HEJJAJIEKOM OBOPIIE, ¥ KaK TOJIbKO IIJIaMs BCIIBIXHYJIO, CTPaXKa B YEPHBIX OHEKIaX
yCTPEMHUIIACh TYAa, a OH momgHsia LI3sr Cu u ymér.

IeMOHBI-CO0Ta3HUTENN CUJIbHBL, ¥ OH OBICTPO HOHEC ero 0 3a0pOIIEeHHOT0 Yrojika BPEMEeHHOT0
[BOpIIA.

OH He XOTeJI UMEeTh C HUIM HUKAKUX CBsI3ed, 4TOOH He HaBeyb Ha cebs Gemy. Mmmeparop,
criacaromui youniry, O CIUIIKOM CTPAHHBIM U JIEBTKO MOT PACKPHITH €TO0.

[Tonoxwus 11361 Cu, Mo MH 001er4€éHHO B3TOXHY. YX0Os, OH 3aMeTHUJII, UTo T'yOnl LI361 Cu IBUTAKCE,
KaK Oy[ITO OH YTO-TO TOBOPHJI, ¥ HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOBI ITOC/TYIIATE.

— KTO THI... TaK IIaxHeT...



...JIyutire Gbl HE CIIyIIaI.

[TouTH He cIaB BCIO HOYb, Mo WH OBl HEBEPOSITHO COHHBIM M XOTEJI IIPOCIaTh BeCh HeHb. OgHAKO
paHo yrpoM Bau Cu pa30ymgum ero.

[Bame BenmuuecTBo, ceromgHs ieTHUM OaHKET Mepeq XKepPTBOIMPHUHOIIeHHeM, liepeMOHUNMeNCTep yxKe
XKIOET, 4TOOLI IIOMOYE BaM OOEThCA. |

— He noipny.

Mo W= nepeBepHYJICS Ha Apyroi 60K, ciyllas ero Ha3ouIuBoe 00pMOTaHKUE, M HAKPHI I'0JIOBY
OJIesITIOM.

Pansbiie y Bau Cu ObIH CITIOCOOBI 3aCTABUTh MAJIEHBKOTO HMIIEpaTOpPa IIOAYUHUTHCA.

Ho moce mocnegHero BEIoBopa OH IIEN 110 TOHKOMY JIbAY, He cMes CHesaTh HU OMHOTO JIUITHETO
IBUXKEHUS, HE TOBOPS YK€ O IPUMEHEHUU CHUJIHL.

[Tocne moKyIIeHUs B UMIIEPATOPCKOM KylajbHe UMIIepaTop He IPUOINKAJICA K XKeHIIUHAM U He
3aHUMAJICS TOCYOapCTBEHHLIMHU JeslaMu, 60JIblle BCETO eT0 UHTePeCcoBal reHepan YaHIH.

On OCTOPO2KHO COTHYIJICA.

[Bamme BenmuuecTBo, reHepasn YaunuH Toxe OyneT Ha GaHkeTe. ]

['ma3za Mo MlHa MTHOBEHHO OTKPBIJIUCE.

Y LlyHuxkoy, cnabbiii 1 601bHON MaleHbKUN NeMOH-CO0Ia3HUTENb, KaK OH CIIPaBUTCS C APYTUMH, TEM
Oonee 4TO eCTh ellé TP IPEeTeHAEHTa, XaXaylue neicTBui? be3 ero KOHTPOsl He 000UTHUCE.

OH c cuJoi moTep BUCKK ¥ MeIJIeHHO MomHJICSA. OH OBIIT TaK COHHBIM, YTO 3aKPHII I'1a3a, MOKa ero
ofleBajIv, II03BOJISAS APYTHUM feJiaTh BCE 3a HETO.

[Tonyconns#, oH mobpasncs fo 6aHKeTa, CeJl Ha rJlaBHOe MECTO U OKMHYJI B3T/IsiAoM 3ajl. Bce
IPUIBOPHEIE ObIIM B IapagHLIX ofexkpax, a M LlyHuxkoy cumen cipaBa C3afgy, OyCTUB T'OJIOBY, U,
Ka3aJioCh, 0 YEM-TO JyMall.
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