Mo HMH OTKpBIT I'/1a3a, YYBCTBYS JIETKYIO 00JIb B TPY/IH.

B HOC ymapui ocoOblit apoMaT 671ar0BOHUHY, a B yIlIaX Pa3fajics TUXHUU 3BYK TEKYIIeN BOJHI.
[TopHSABIINCE, OH OTJTIAAENICS U TYT XK€ B3APOTHYIIL.

[TpsiMo mepen HUM HAXOOWIICS KPYTJIbIA OacCerH, 1 MyK4YHHA, II0JIHOCTHI0O O0HAXKEHHBIHM, CIIMHOM K
HEeMY MeJIJIeHHO BXO[IUJI B BOAY.

Ha nomatke MY2KYNHEL OBIJT 3aMeTeH KpaCHbeI IMOJTyMecCHI, KOTOpBIfI YETKO BEIJEJIAJICA IIPDU CBETE
HOYHOH KEMYYXKHWHEI.

YeioBeK C pOOMHKOM Ha CIIMHE, MIOOSIINH KynaThcs B IMIIepaTopcKoy KymaiabHe, MOT OBITh TOJTHKO
KHSI3eM-PETeHTOM, U3BECTHHIM CBOEM KECTOKOCTBIO 1 HEIIPeiCKa3yeMOCThIO.

Mo WH cMOTpes Ha HeTro BCEro HECKOJILKO CEKYH]I, KaK BOPYT MyXK4WHa ITOBEPHYJICS, U €r0 B3I,
OCTPBIY KaK KJIMHOK, YCTPEMUJICS IIPSAMO Ha HETO.

Cepane Mo VH noficKO4MIO K TOPIY, ¥ OH OBICTPO ONYCTHUJI TOJIOBY, IPAYach 3a MKUPMOH.

Kakoii xe s HeyoTa4YHHUK, TOJIBKO IIOIaJl CI0da U YK€ CTOJIKHYJICA C CaMBIM OIlIdCHBIM Bpal"OM!

Mo WH OvlT 0OBIYHBEIM JEMOHOM, HEABHO Y3HABIIKNM, YTO OH — ITOTEPSHHEIM HACTIeNHUK KilaHa
IeMOHOB-coOmas3HuTesnel. EnBa 0CO3HAB CBOM CHIIBI, OH IIOIYYHII 3afaHKe CIIaCTH MaJIEHbKOTO
IeMOHa-CoOTa3HUTeIsI, Yel MUP HAaXOOUJICS Ha TPAHU Pa3pyIIeHus.

KiaH meMoHOB-c0o0Ta3HUTEIeH OBl HEMHOTOYMCIIEHHEIM, M KaXK/IBIH ero 4ieH OblI ieHeH. Mo UH
HEOXOTHO MPUHSIJT MUCCHIO.

Mup, B KOTOPHIY OH TI0TaJ, ObLJT OIIMCAaH B KHUTE, HO Y HEro He OBIJIO IOCTYTIa KO BCEMY TEKCTY —
TOJIBKO K IIEPBBIM [IECSTH T'JIaBaM.

B HUX yIIOMUHAIUCH TPU MYKYUHEL

[TepBhIll U3 HUX — KHA3b-PETEHT, KOTOPOMY OBLIO YyTh 3a TpuALaTh. OH OB BCeCuieH, NeiCTBOBal
110 CBOEH IPUXOTH, HE CYUTASICh HU C 4eM. [Tocyie cMepTH MpedsIAyInero uMiepaTopa OH IMpuKasail
IIOXOPOHHUTH BCEX HAJIOXKHUII 3aKUBO, YCTPOUB KPOBABYIO PE3HIO BO [IBOPIIE, 3aCTAaBUB IOHOT'O
UMIepaTopa Ioj3aTh CPefy TPYIIOB.

OH {maxe IOBECHJI CBOIO COGCTBGHHYI-O MaTh Iiepen JIMIOOM MaJIb9MKa, da 3aTEM PaHUII €Tr0 IJ_[eKy
HO2XOM, OCTaBHUB IIpaM, KOTOprfI 3aCTaBHUJI €0 HOCUTHh MACKY JaXKe BO CHE.



[TomoxauTe, KaXXeTCcs, OH OKa3aJiCd B Tejie 3TOT0 CaMOro MaJibuKKa.

Ho mouemy OH, BMECTO TOT'0 YTOOBI OCTABATLCS B CBOEH OIMOYUBAJIbHE, MOATISIARBAET 38 KHI3EM-
perenToM B Gacceline?

Mo HH, BcmoMHHAs BOCTIOMMHAHUS [TePBOHAYALHOTO X035IMHA TeJla, IIOHSJI: OH IIPUILENT Clofa He It
TOATISIIbIBAHUS, a [y YOUMCTBa.

10):131%1 MMIIEPATOP HEHABUOEII KHA3M-PETE€HTa U YCTPOUII JIOBYIIKY, IIOACHIIIAB A0 B BOAOY, YTOOKI
Y6I/ITB €ro, Kormga TOT OTPAaBUTCHA.

... He TombKO THPaH, HO ¥ OypPakK. KHﬂ3b-p€1"eHT — Heé TOT, KOT'O MO2KHO Y6I/IT];> TAaKUMH YJIIOBKaMH.

[TycTh OH cam yOuBaeT, 51 He COOMPaCh y4aCTBOBATh B 3TOM.

Mo MH 0CTOPOXKHO MOMSTUIICS, UCIIONIb3YS IIMPMY U 3aHABECKU KaK YKPHITHE, U J00pasics 0o OBEPH.

Tonbko OH cobpasncs yiTH, KaK OLUIYTUJ Pe3KUU MOPHIB BeTPa, HallPaBJIEHHBIN MPSMO B 3aTHIJIOK.
EnBa yBepHYBIINCH, OH TOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK BETep IIPOH3UITI €T0 IIEKY, U cepebpsiHas MacKa Ha ero
JIAIle TPECHYIIA.

MoIiiHas BOIHA Y6HfICTBeHH0171 9HEPIrnu MIrHOBEHHO OXBaTHIJIa €ro.

OH 1o4yBCTBOBAJ yKacC, KOr[a YCIIbILIal XPUILJIbIA MYy2KCKOU I'0JI0C, pa3faBIInKCS IIPSIMO V ero yXa:

— HimmepaTop OBl Tak a100e3eH, YTO PEIInI COCTABUThL MHE KOMIIAHUIO.

Témnoe mpIXxaHMe KOCHYIIOCH €To Ieu, U 1o Teny Mo WH mpobexanu mypaiku. OH 3aMep, efBa
CIepxkKuBas MbIXaHHUE.

He mony4yuB oTBeTa, KHSA3b-PETeHT MIPUABUHYIICS eIllé OIuxKe.

Mo WH OBl HUZKE ero POCTOM U OKa3aJiCs MOTHOCTHIO B TeHU. CTIIOTHYB, OH C TPYOM ITOBEPHY
TOJIOBY U 3aMKasCh IIPOU3HEC:

— IIsigst, mpomoyKal KynaThCs, S... s ouuOCst JBePhIO.

C mepBo# ke (Gpaskl CTAJIO SICHO, YTO OH — 3aKOHYEHHEIN CcOIrnodo0.

He cmest mogHsaTh T71a3a, Mo MiH 6eCIIOKOMHO OTISIABIBAICS, TIOKA CTy4aiHO HEe YBHU/IEN TOIYI0 HOTY.
OH NOJIHOCTHIO OlleIIeHe]l.



— THI... THL... KaK THL...

...KaK MOXKHO OBITb TAKMM OECCTEIOHEIM, JazKe He OmeBasich!

OH, HUKOT[Ia He CTAJIKUBABIIHUICS C TOJOOHBIM, IIOKPACHEe [I0 YIIeH, 3arHasICh U He HaXO[s CJIOB.

B naHuKe OH He 3HaJ, KyOa CMOTDETEL, ITbITAasACh YﬁTH, HO OBIJT cxBayeH. Ero ria3a HalmoOJIHUIIKCD
BJIAroi, CJIOBHO B HUX IIJIeCKasach BOOaA.

HOHbIM nMnepaTop Bcerga ObUT TPO3HEIM JIUIIL Ha CJI0BAX, HO HUKOTHA He ITOKA3kIBa/l TAKUX KUBBIX
amorruii. FOaHb 11357059Hb Cllerka MpUIOgHSIT OPOBb.

OH BHUMaTeIbHO 0CMOTpent Mo MH, mpubnu3uBIINC elé OnuxKe.

ITomorure, He nomxonu!

Mo WH BeIHYXKIeH OB BEITSHYTH I1ajiel], YIePEeBIINCh B MOIIHY0 rpyab K0aub 1350515, 1, mogpaxas
TOJIOCY OPUTHMHANA, CKa3am:

— Kak... kak Tu cMeelns! [lepen uMiepaTopoM... B TaKOM BUJE... 3TO HEIIPUJIUYHO!

OH 3anHyJICs TPUK[IBI, TOIOC OPOXKaJ, 3Bydaa HeOObIYHO, ITOUTH IETCKH.

['pyns Oblyta MATKOM, ¥ OH, CJIOBHO 00KETIINCH, OTOEPHYI PYKy. benas Koxka Bcé nmpubiuxKanach, u
€ro IIEKU TOPEIIH.

Mo U# ctucHyn 3y6sl, Tonkaya FOaHb L[3505HS ¥ 3aKprdant:

— Cropa!

Ho He TOMBKO HE CMOT COBUHYTEL €TI0 C MeCTa, HO U HEe JOXKOaJICSA ITOABIIEHUA CTPAaXKHUKOB.

FOanp 11351051Hb TUXO paccMesiics, clerka HakJIoHUICSA u 00HsAm1 Mo UH 3a Tanuio.

— Yero TH 6outbcs? Pa3se s MOTy Te€0S CHECTh?

Ero apomar ymapun B HOC, u coiuodoby crano He mo cebe. OH HHCTUHKTUBHO ITOMKITAJICS BEIPBAThCS,
KaK BIPYT YCIIBIIIAN 3BOH.

Kunxkain ¢ pyOMHOM BHITIAJ U3 €70 PyKaBa.

Bcé€, opynue npectymnneHus oOHapyKeHO.



FOaus 1I351051Hb O€Ty10 B3TJISHYJ Ha HETO, C JIETKOM yIBI0KOM Ha rybax, # pe3ko o6xBaTui Mo UH,
TIepeHecs ero K Kpato 0acceiHa.

— THI...
...Hadan Mo WH, HO ero 11ei0 COaBUIN, U TOJIOBY IIOTPY3UJIX B TEIIYIO BOOY.

Kans 11355051HL OB HEBEPOSTHO CHUJIEH, U COMPOTUBIIATHCS ObIIO Oecmoe3no. Mo MiH HarnoTasncs
BOJIBI, ¥ JIETKKE HadaJlk TOPETh.

Ero macka, YXe HOBpe}KI[éHHaﬂ, OKOHYATEJIbHO PAa3BaJINJIaCh B MOMEHT, KOT'ld €TI0 BRITAIIUIIA 13
BOJHI.

— Kx-kx...

Mo MH 3aKauuisiics, ropjo mneiiano. OH ¢ TPYOOM BHIIUIIOHYJT BOLY, CXKUMasi TPYy/b, TTie OIIYIIaaoch
JETKOoe TOKaJIkIBaHKe, U SIPOCTHO IocMoTpent Ha FOaHb 113s05Hs.

JIu1o 10HOTO MMIlepaTopa OBIIO U3YPOMOBAHO IIIPAMOM, ¥ OH HUKOT{la He CHHMaJ MacKy, Jaxe Ha
ayIUeHIMsX, TI0OKa3kIBas JIUIIh TPaBklii ri1a3. OcTaibHas 4acCTh Juila Obljla CKpBITa 0] cepebpsHOM
MaCKOH.

KOans LI3s05Hb He o6pa1uan BHHMAHUSA Ha CJ'Ia6BIX, IIpe3npail DHOT'0 UMIIEePaTOPa U HUKOI'Ia He
HHTEepeCcOoBaJiCAd €ro mpaMaMHu.

Ho nutpo, KOTOpPO€ OH YyBHUOETI, OKa3aJIOCh HEOZKUTAHHBIM.

Koxka Oblyia TagKo¥ ¥ YMCTOH, 663 eQUHOT0 U3bsIHA, JaXKe MOPHl OBIIM He3aMEeTHHI.

HOnmII HMMIIEPATOP CMOTPEJI Ha HEro C ITIOKPACHEBINNMHU I'lla3aMU, UX YUCTOTa U HEBUHHOCTD OBIIIH
IIOPA3UTEJIbHEL. Korga ou KyCall ry6y, d 3daTeM OTIIyCKall €€, ajnlie l"y'6BI CJIerKa OpOozXKalJin.

MoKpEIe BOJIOCH IIPUJIAILIIM K TOJIOBE U IIeKaM, YTO OOBIYHO [eflaeT YejIoBeKa OeCIIOMOIITHEIM, HO
BOJIa JINIIb ITOJYEePKHYIa ero KpacoTy. Kammu Ha pecHHUIIax ApoxkKalid, a TJla3a, IOJIHbE BIarH,
3aBOPAXKUBAJIH.

Hans 1135051HB, BUOEBIINE MHOXKECTBO KPacaBIeB, ObII MOPaXKEH, IIAasa Ha muio Mo UH, CIIoBHO
BHICEYEHHOE 13 Hepura.

OH 3agyMuHuBO ITOUTPal C MOKPEIMHU BojiocaMu Mo MH, a 3aTeM BHE3aIHO IIBEIPHYJI €r0 00paTHO B
BOZY, IOOHSIB OPHI3TH.

CaM XKe mocienoBai 3a HAM, CXBaTUJI osic Mo VH 1 IpUTSHY ero K cebe.



JIérkas JeTHss Oofexna IIPUJIKIIIIa K Tely, oOHaxasl BCe U3THUOHI.

HOanb 11351051Hb CMOTpEJI Ha HETO C JII00O0TBITCTBOM, MEJJIEHHO OIyCKas B3TJIS.

Mo HH, HuKOrma He CTAJIKUBABIIHMCS C TAKUM 66CCTBIJICTBOM, roToB OblT M30uThH FOaHb LI3s1051H5, HO
IIOHKUMaAJI, 94TO 3TO OBLJT JTUIIL TECT.

IecsiTh MeT Ha3aj KHSI3b-PEreHT 3aCTaBUII IOHOTO UMIIEpPaTopa MM0/I3aTh CPeIU TPYIIOB, U Celdac OH
OB elllé ollacHee.

Tako# IIyM, ¥ HU OJHOTO CTPaXKHUKA — €Tro I0JIoKeHue OBIJI0 KpaiiHe OTaCHbIM.

BCIIOMHHUIKCH CJI0OBA CTAPEHIIHHEL KJIaHa TeMOHOB-COOIa3HUTEIeH:

— Hacnepnnuk, He 60¥ics, HIKTO He YCTOUT IIepefl YapaMu AeMoHa-co0na3uuTens. Ecinu okaxenses B
0ITacHOCTH, 6POCH Mapy B3TJISAA0B, CKAXKM Iapy JTACKOBBIX CJIOB — U BCE OYIET B MOPSIAKE.

OH pemusics MOOHSTD I'1a3a, HO, efBa yBuAeB noxpboponok F0aub 1[351051HSI, CHOBA UCIIyTaJICs U
OTIYCTHJI B3TJIS.

Inst conrodo6a mombITKa CO6Ia3HUTh KOT0-TO OblIa Xy2Ke CMEPTHOTO IIPUT0BOPA. JTO OBITIO CITUIIKOM
CJIOKHO, ¥ OH YYBCTBOBaJI C€0s1 HECUACTHEIM.

FOHBI nMIIepaTOp BUHOBATO OIyCTHUJI [OJIOBY, BHITJISIAEB KPalHe XKaJlKo.

Hans 1I355051HE CMOTpPEIT Ha HEero, BCE Kpemye CKUMasi B 00bATHSX.

Mo WH 4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK I'0jI0BA BOT-BOT B30PBETCSI, BCE €T0 TEJI0 COMPOTUBIAIOCE. He pa3mymbiBasi,
OH HUCIIOIb30BaJl TEXHUKY 00€30BUKUBAHUS. [|€MOHHI-COOIa3HUTENH 00/Iaaau CUIIOH, U, XOTS
Iy TEIIeCTBAE UCTOIIUIIO €T0 SHEPTHI0, OH BCE K€ MOT MCII0NIb30BaTh 6a30BhIe 3aKITMHAHUS.

KOanb L1351051Hb TIOMBITAJICSA OBUHYTHCA, HO HE CMOT. Ero TéMHEHIE T1a3a 3aropeyinch JII00O0TIEITCTBOM.

Bopa B Gacceiine 6blyia Hernmy6okoit, 1 Mo MH, cTOst Ha OHE, BEICKOJIL3HYI U3 €T0 PYK.

OH cobpascs ¢ MBICTIIMH, CKOJIb3HYJI B3rJIAmoM 1o rpyau F0aHs 1350415, OBICTPO OTBEN T'Jla3a U C
OOCamoy cKa3al:

— Tax IpoCTO XOOUTE T'OJIEIM, 3TO...

He Haiigs mogxXomsIIuX CJIOB, OH, YTOOBI HE IOTEPSATh JIUII0, 37I00HO M0OaBMIT:



— DTO IPOCTO HENPUJIUYHO!

HOanb 11351051Hb YIBIOHYIICS €INE Iupe.

Mo HMH He 3HaJ, 4TO €ro 3JI0CTh BHITJISAMENa KakK feTcKas o0una, u IIpoaoJIZKall yIrpozxXKarTk:

— U c 4ero TH B34, 4TO Te0e MOKHO BEICTaBNAThL ce0s1 Harnokas? Y Te6s... y Te0sl Jaxke IOJIOBUHEI
Moero Het!
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