— Anu, He 3a6BIBaﬁ, YTO C CETOOHAIIHEr0 JHA MBI — CYIIPYTH. B MHPCKOM IIOHUMAHUU — MYXK N
XKeHa. W-11310HeM MeHs Ha3hBaloT Opyrue, Thl 2K€ MO2KeIllb 3BATh MEeHS KdK YIrOOHO, TOJIbKO He TakK.

Cosparnochk BIedaTeHne, YTO Bce 6eCCMepPTHEIE OCTIETNIA OT 3TOTO 3pefuilia. Mx nuila mOKpacHeHy,
TO JIX OT CTBIZA, TO I OT aTMoc(eprl, IapuBiIeil Mexay Yaub McuneM u Baubx3HE JIu.

[ToBenmenue Yaub VicuHS ¥ BIpaBAy MOIJIO COUTE C TOJNKY. BHeltHe OH OB BIAaCTHHIM U
0e3KaI0CTHHIM, He CTeCHSJICA YHUXKaTh Miuafgmux. Ho nepen BaHbk3HE JIM OH CTAHOBUJICA MATKUM U
[la’xe HEMHOIO ITIOKOPHHIM... HeT, He MOKOPHEIM, OH IPOCTO KaIpu3HUYal nepen HuM... Ecnu oHUE He
ourmbanuch, MiagIieMy ChiHy boXKeCTBEHHOTO KilaHa (PEHUKCOB Y2Ke MCIIOIHUIOCh OBECTU-TPUCTA
THICSAY JIET...

— BHlL... BHI!

BeccmepTHble Brapgbiku, crosBinue nepen Yaub McuHeM v BaHbXK9HE JIu, OBITH TOPaXKeHb! 00JIbIIe
BceX. OHM OTKPHUIH PTH], HO He 3HAJIM, YTO CKa3aTh. YyBCTBO UTHOPUPOBAHUS OBIIIO HEIIPUSATHBIM, a
eIll€ B X CepIllaX 3apOAuIOCh HEYTO CTPAHHOE.

— Mog CyIIpyTa U 4 IIPOABIIA€M HEXKHOCTh, KaKO€ 3TO UMeEeT OTHOIIEHNE K BaMm?

Ysub VICUHB IOBEPHYJICS K HUM, €ro JIUIO OBIJIO XOJIOMHBIM, HO HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHUM Ha3afl, Koraa
OH 1lesioBas BaHbXK3HB JIH, OHO OBIJIO COBCEM APYTHUM.

Ero TOH OBIIT HACTOIBKO €CTEeCTBEHHBIM, 4YTO BeCCMepTHbIIZ Bnapreika He HaH.IéJ'I, YTO OTBETUTH.

Ysuaps Vcuab Ipe3puTenbHO (PEIPKHYI U CHOBA MOBEPHYJICA K BoHbX9HB JIU, IpOAosKasa yCIOKauBaTh
ero. OH He XOTeJl CbIIIaTh Celyac HU4ero HempusaTHOTO.

Ero pyka KocHymach ek BaHbxk9HB JIu, 3aT€M OH IPUTSHYT ero 6JIMXKe U IoleIoBal B J100.

— Ay, g BeiOpain Te0s1. Tl KUB — g XKuUB. ECNu s yMpy, TH YMPELIL CO MHOH.

'opso BaHbXK3HE JIU CXKanoch, ¥ OH KUBHYII.

— Xopotiio.

— HeBATHIN!

Ycnwimas ato, UmnepaTtop @sxbioanb U MnepaTpuiia He CMOTIU caepxKaThcsa. Korga Yans UCuHB
OBLT B XOPOIlIeM HaCTPOEHUH, OH MOT TOBOPHUTD CJIaIKHe CJIOBA, HO U3 BCEX UX [eTel OH OB CAaMbIM
ynpssMbeIM. YTO cKa3anl — TO U Chelaer.



Ysub WMcuHb clierka moTepcs I1eKo o BoaubKaIHE JIK, 3aTeM BHIIPSIMUIICS U TOCMOTPEN Ha
WmnepaTtopa, MaTh u OpaTheB. OH MPOTSIHYJ PYKY, ¥ B €T0 JIal0HY TTOSBUJICS CUHUYN MeY.

— Orert, pa3Be THI HE BUIMIIND, YTO OHU CIIELMAIbHO BHIOPAIN 3TOT HeHb, YTOOLI IIOJCTPOUTH BCE 3TO?

Ero B3rman CKOJIB3HYII 110 OKPY2KAIOIIMHUM, a Had ry6ax IIOSAIBHJIAaCh HAaCMEIIJINBasi YJ'II:I6Ka.

— PasBe cpenu mogunHEHHBIX beccMepTHRIX Brnagbik 1 UMIIepaTopoB HET TeX, KTO MOTHSJICS U3
Husurero Mupa? [ToueMy UMEHHO 51 HEe MOT'Y XKE€HUTHLCS Ha IEeMOHe?

Korpa on Hamén BaubxkaHb JIu, TOT OB THIIL CEMeHeM, 0OpeTIIMM pa3yM, a caM OH eIle He
TIOKHUHYJI IeTCKYI0 GOpPMYy U He MOT IIPUHUMATh 00/IUK. 3a OBECTU-TPUCTA THICAY JIET, IPOBEIEHHBIX
BMeCTe, OH JIy4llle BCeX 3HaJl, KTO TaKoX BaHbK5HE JIu.

Ecnu 651 He TO, 4TO BaHbKAHL JIM HEe MOT OCBOUThL TEXHUKU Mupa BeccmepTHEIX U BoKeCTBEHHOTO
MUpa, OH OBl He UCKaJl IJ1s Hero TeXHUKY Mupa neMoHoB. Ho OH cuuTas, 4To TeXHUKA — 3TO JIUIIh
TEeXHUKQ, a TO, KTO TaKOoU BoHbK3HE JIu, onpenensany OHU caMy, a He MEeTO[] IPaKTHKHU.

— Iemon? O6sr9HOTO meMoHa HeGo OBl He OTBEPTrJIO.

OpuH 13 MrepaTopos, y KOTOPOTo ObLI0 60JIbIlle BCETO MOTYNHEHHBIX-IEMOHOB, CIIOKOMHO ITPOU3HEC
3T0. Bo3moxkHo, Yaub McuHb OBII ITpas.

BoxkecTBeHHBIN KaH (PEeHUKCOB yKe uMell AByX MMIIepaTopos, 4To AejIano UX MOTYIIeCTBEHHBIMH.
Ecnu OBl TOSBUIICS TPETHH, MOJIOHON X C OTPOMHLIM IIOTEHITHAIOM, pacipe/esieHnue CHJI K3MEeHUIIOCh
OBL.

— OTO MO¥ AU CUJIEH, — CIIOKOWHO OTBeTuN Y3ub UCUHE.

Ero B3r/sif OMyCTUIICS, ¥ CHHHW Med BHE3aIlHO B3METHYJICS BIEPEN], 03aPUB BCE BOKPYT APKUM
cBeToM. MHOTHe MiMIiepaTophl MHCTUHKTHUBHO OTCTYIUNIK U3 YenuHenHou Obutenu CKUTAIONINX
Heb6eca. Ysnp MicuHb, HaxX0dsCh B IOJyIIare ot MMmneparopa, MOT HAHECTH UM PaHEHUs, HE TOBOPS
y2Ke 0 IPOCTHIX beccMepTHBIX Bragbikax.

Ho Ysup McuHb MUITh aKTHBUPOBAJI 3aIlUTHEIE MeXaHU3Mbl 00uTemu. OH He MOT OOJIbIIE TEPIIETh UX
IIPUCYTCTBUE.

ViMmepaTophl MIOKUHYIM 0OUTENH, ¥ OCTaIbHBEIE OeCCMEPTHBIE TociefoBanu 3a HuMu. Ho Ysnb McuHb
He oTcTynua. OH BhILIEN U3 00KUTENN U IIOOHSAICS B BO3AYX, TOTOBLIM CpaXkaThCS CO BCEM MUPOM.

— Ecnu He Y6I/ITB HECKOJIBKHX, OHHU IIPOOOJIZKAT OXOTUTHCA 3a COKPOBUIIIAMHU Moei 00UTeH.



XomnopHo npousHéc Yaub Mcunb. OH He BEPUII, YTO BCE 3TO MPOUCXOANIIO TOJIBKO U3-3a TUYHOCTHU
Banubxk9Hb JIu. 3mech ObljIa ¥ KOPHICTh.

Ysub VcuHb BAPYT BCIIOMHUII O YEM-TO U ITOBEPHYJICS K MMmepaTpuiie.

— Mawma, obe1ai MHE OMHO.

— T'oBopu, [leBATHIN.

I/IMnepanHua CXKaJla PYKY I/IMHepaTopa, eé cepane Pa3peiBaJIOCh OT TOT'O, UYTO €€ ChIHa TakK
mmpeciiegoBalin. Ho Kak rinaBa KjaHa, OHa He MOTIJIa JeHMCTBOBATh JIUIIb KaK MaTh.

— Ecnu MBI ¢ Anu noru0OHeM, MyCTh KaXfas TpaBUHKA B YeguunenHou Obutenu Cxuraromux Hebeca
OymeT YHUUTOXKEHA, HO He MOMafeT B UyXKHe PYKH.

To ecTb, KTO OB HU B3SIJT laXKe IUCT U3 00uTeNu, OyOeT mpeciiefoBaThCs KiIaHoM (PeHUKCOB [0 KOHIIA.

— Xopor1mo, — cornacunach MmnepaTpulla, u €€ yBeH.

HMnepaTop [0 CUX IIOp He MOT [IOBEPUTH, YTO KTO-TO IIOCMETT YIPOXKATh KU3HU Y9HL VICUHS.

OH, KOHEYHO, 3all[UTUT ChbIHA, HO He BaubkaHb JIu. [In1g Ysub VcuHS 3TO OBIIO PABHOCUIIBHO
yOuiicTBy ero camoro. Ero cnoBa Obin o6paliieHsl He TOJIbKO K BaHbK9HB JIu, HO 1 K ero cembe. Ho
T0, 4TO0 MMmeparop yBen MMnepaTpuiy, noka3ano Ysus VCUHIO X UCTHHHBEIE HAMEPEHUS.

OH cxa7 ry0bl, HO eT0 JIUIIO0 OCTAJIOCh CIIOKOMHKEIM. CHHUYM Med B €T0 PyKe 3aCBETHUJICS sSpye.

BuTBa Oninta HendbexkHa. YsHb VICHHD ITPOBUCENT B BO3AyXe IOYTH OBa Haca, Mpexkae YeM K HeMy
TIOJIOIIEN APYTOM, TaKXKe HaXO#sAIIuics B nonyiare ot iMneparopa, beccmepTHbiil Biagbika,
IPE[IJIOKUB ITOETUHOK.

— 4 He cobupartock cpaxkaThcs ¢ ToOoU. A cobupatock youts. Ecnu Goutnbcs, nydiie OTCTYIN.

EnBa Ysub VicHHD 3aKOHYUJI, KaK TOT OPOCUJIICS BIIEPEN. ITO BHTJIAAENO0 IJIYII0, HO COOTBETCTBOBAJIO
€ro IMyTHu MIPaKTUKH.

IBa nony-MiMnepaTopa Cpa3ujuCh, U Marusi, KOTOPYI0 OHU MCIIO/Ih30Ballu, MOTpscia Hebeca. [Jaxke
BeccMmepTtHble Biiafpiky 104yBCTBOBa/IM CTpax. Te ABoe, 4TO Iperpaxpgany nyTe Ysus VcuH 1
BaubxaHb JIu, TUXO0 B3OOXHYNHU C o0neryenreM. Ecmu Ob1 UsHb CUHB TOTIa PA3037IUIICS, OHU OB
TOYHO ITOTHOJIH.



Ysub VIcHHB, OKPYKEHHBIM CUHUM IIJTaMeHeM, MOT ¥ aTaKOBaTh, ¥ 3allMIIAThCS. [lake 3TOT MacTep
HallafleH!Us He CMOT C HUM CIIPaBUThLCS. Pasmascs YucThif KpUK PeHuKca, u mony-MMmepatop 3amep.
Ysub VICUHB MOSBUIICS PSIOM C HUM U ITPOH3UII €r0 Me4YOM, a CHHee IIJIaMsi COXKTJIO eT0 TeJIo J0TIa.

Ysub VIcuHB B3I OCTABIIUKCS aMyJieT U OPOCUII eT0 B 00uTelb, YTOOB MHBII3E COCUUTAN HOOBIYY.

[TepBas moGena Yaub McuHs ObIZIa HACTOJIBKO BIEYATISIONIEN, UTO aXKe CIYCTSI HEKOTOPOe BpeMs
OeccMepTHBEIE HEe MOTJIH MPUHTH B ce0s. Te, KTO coOupascs MmocienoBaTh 3a IePBEIM, TEIIePhb
COMHEBAJIHC.

Ho B KaxXX0M IIOKOJIEHUU MHOTO T€X, KTO AOCTUTaeT Imoyllara oT MMmnepaTopa, HO JIUIIb €JUHULIBI
ctaHoBsTCS MMnepaTopamu. YsHb McuHb OBITT H3BECTEH CBOMM IIOTEHITMAJIOM M CJIaBOM, HO MHOTHE
CUUTAJIY, YTO CMOTYT IIPEB30UTH €TO.

W maxe ecyiu OHU He Cpas3siTCA ceryac, UM BCE PaBHO MPUOETCS CHeNaTh 9T0 mo3xke. CTpax ObLl
HEeJOIYCTUM, UHa4Ye KaK MOXKHO OBIIIO TOBOPUTE O MTPAKTHKe M IPOOBUXKeHUU? BuTBa, KOoTOpas
moyKHa Oblla TPOU30UTH Yepe3 MUJIIMOH JIeT, HayaslaCh PaHbllle BDEMEHH.

Kaxmpiii, KTO OCMeJUBaICsS MOmouTH, Obln 6e3xkanoctHo yout Usue Micunem. He BaxkHO, 4el 3TO GBI
TIOTOMOK MJIM KaKoe IT0JI0KeHHe OH 3aHuMaJ B Briciiem Mupe. Ho u oHu He ObInTH C/1abBIMU, U B
HEKOTOpPHIX OuTBax YsHb VICHHB C TPYIOM OfepKuBas mobemy, UCIOIb3YsT BCE CBOU CHUJIBI U HaXKe
IIPeBpAIasiCh B MCTUHHLIM 00JIHK.

CHoBa pa3fasncs Kpuk ¢enukca, 1 Ysub VCHHb CHOBa IIPEeBPATHUIICS B CBOIO UCTUHHYIO popmy. Ero
MOIITb He YMEHBIIINIIACh, U HECKOJILKMMU B3MaXaMU KPHUIbEB OH YOUJI OMHOTO U3 CaMbIX TaJlaHTIUBEIX
IIOTOMKOB JIpeBHEr0 60KeCTBEeHHOT 0 KJlaHa.

B sToT MmomeHT u3 Yemuuennoin Obutenu Cxuramoiux HeOeca BrmeTesn BoaubxkoHb JIN U IOIXBATHI
Ysub Wcuns, mpeBpatusLierocs B ¢penukca. OH 3Has, 4To YsHb Mcunb Havan ycraBaTh. Kak Obl
CUJIEH OH HU OB/, OH He MOT BBIIEPKATh TAKyIO JONTYI0 OUTBY.

— HeropgHuk, eciy TH caM IIOKOHYMINL C c000M, H-11310HI0 He MPUAETCS 00JbIlle cpaXxKaThCs 3a Tebs.

BanubxK9Hb JIu Kpemye o0HsT (peHUKCa, MBITAaBIUIET0CS BRIPBATHCS, U TOCMOTPE Ha TOBOPSIIIETo
WwmmepaTopa.

— ¢ HUKOr[la He IPUYKHS Bpefa HU OHOMY CYIIecTBY B Briciiem Mupe. 51 He 3acnyKuBaio0 3BaHUS
HErOOHMKa.
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