YcnpimaB myMm, A Mo pe3ko o0epHynack. B rima3ax 3Toi 00bIYHO XPYIIKOM KEHIIIWHBI BIIEPBHIE
BCIIBIXHYJI SPOCTHBIN cBeT. OHa IoAyMaJla, 4YTO X035UH He CTaJl KAaTh [0 yTpa U IIPUCal JIIgel,
yTOOH! YOpaTh TEJIO CHIHA.

— 910 1, — TUx0 ckasan Joo Xya.

A Mo cpagy ke pacIyiakanach, CIE3bl TEKJIH I10 €€ IeKaM, HO OHa IIPOMoJIKaJjla KJIaHIThCS, BeIpaxas
6marogapaocTh JIto Xya. A Mo yacTo crnbimana ot A Ky, 4To cTapiiuii MOJIOLoM X03IUH — €ro ApYT.
CHauasa OHa O4YeHb BOJTHOBAJIaCh, Beb CIIYTU HE UMEIOT IIpaBa OPYXKUTh C X03seBaMu. Ho, BUs, Kak
JIAIIO ChIHA CTAHOBUTCS BCE G0jIee CUACTIMBEIM, ¥ KaXK[bIM pa3 MPUHOCS HOMOM LIBETH, A Mo mOHSsNa,
YTO CTapIIMP MOJIOIOM X03IUH OEeUCTBUTEILHO XOPOIIIO OTHOCUTCS K €€ ChIHY. [1o KpaiiHei Mepe,
nepen cMepThio A Ky IpOBENT HECKOIBKO CUACT/IMBLIX THEU.

B rnazax JTio Xya MenbkHya TeHb. OH He MOT cKa3aTh A Mo, YTO UMEHHO 13-3a HETr0 €€ ChIH
0Ka3aJiCsl B TaKOU CUTYalUU.

— Bot HemMHOrO0 feHer, Bo3pMU uX, — JI10 Xya npotsanyn A Mo MelIo4yex, B KOTOPOM JjiexKasl KyCOK
BLICOKOKAUEeCTBEHHOT0 He()pUTa ¥ HECKOJIBKO 3BE3MHBLIX MOHET. — JTUX JEeHET XBAaTUT, YTOOHI
OXOpOHUTEL A Ky U TpoKUTh HEKOTOpoe BpeMs 0e3 3a60T. [Ipogaii HehPUT B aBTOPUTETHOM
ayKLIXOHHOM OOMe, HO He IIpUBJIeKail BHUMaHHUS. Ye3:xKal 3aBTpa YTPOM.

A Mo 06blsTa HACTOJIBKO IIOTPACEHa, 4YTO He MOI'JIa TOBOPHUTE, TOJIEKO PhIfgajla W KJIaHAIacCh.

JTio Xya nmomor ey MOAHATHLCS U mogouen K A Ky.

JInio ManbumKa ObIIO CHHUM, CBETJIBIE BOJIOCH IIPUIUILIN KO 10y. JIto Xya mocMOTpes Ha Hero, 3aTeM
IIPOBEN PYKOM I10 BOJIOCAM, U UTO-TO, IIPEBPATUBILKCH B O€JIbIH CBET, HCUE3JI0 B IPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM
KOJIBIIE.

JIto Xya npuinen soBpeMs. OH 3axBaTtun ayury A Ky.

XOTs B 9TOM MHpe OyXOBHAA SHEPIrUd Onlta CKy[OHa, HO BOPYT...

— Beperu cebst, — ckasan JIto Xya, u ero ¢purypa pacTBopuiach B HOYH.

BepHyBImuch B CBOI0 KOMHATY, JIt0 Xya BCE ellé 4yBCTBOBAJ TSXKECTh B Tpyau. OH myMas o0 TOM,
yTOOHI B35ITh M€Y U OTIIPaBUThCS B CyMpauHHIil Jlec, KaK BAPYT II0YYBCTBOBAJ ABUKEHNUE B
IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHOM KOJIbLIE.

JIro Xya HaxMypUIICS U BHIIIYCTHUII MaJI€eHbKOI'O 3BEPOXKYKa:

— ToI 9TO, 3acKy4an?



3BePOXKYK BHIKATHUJICS Ha MOJI ¥ IIePBHIM eJI0M 3agBUI:
— { ymuparo ot rosnopa!
3aTeM OH BBICYHYJI MaJIEeHbKYIO JIallKy ¥ IIOTEP POT:

— {1 Mory roBopuTh!

JIro Xya CIIOKOKHO CMOTPEJI Ha HETO, 9YBCTBYA JIETKOE pa3gpaxkeHue.

3BEepOXKYK, TOHKO YyBCTBYSl HacTpoeHue JIto Xya, 3aKpuyant:

— He 6eii!

YBupes, yto JIro Xya MOTYUT, 3B€POXKYK Hayasl IIIaKaTk:

— Ilpoctu, rocnonuH, HO 5 rojmofeH! CKOMBKO [HEU TH ep:Kal MeHs B 9TOM TEMHOTE?

T'oyoc 3BepoxkyKa OBUT TAKUM K€ MSATKUM ¥ MUJIBIM, KaK U B IIepPBHIH pa3, Koraa JIo Xya ero
yCIIBIIIIa.

Cepiie JIro Xya CMATYUIIOCH, ¥ OH 3ayMalics:

— YertsIpe gHA?

3BEpPOXKYK, C 60JIbI0 B CEPATIE, BEITYCTUI IY3bIPh U3 HOCA U OBICTPO IPUKPELI €r0:

— Trl 3HaeIb, YTO TPABOSIHLIE 3BEPOXKYKHU, KaK 5, YMUPAIOT Yepe3 ceMb nHel 6e3 efibl?

— Ho THI Xe el€ XKuB, — HEBO3MYTHMO 0TBeTU MiMnepaTop JTio Xya.

3BepO}Ky'K YK€ Ha4aJl TPRI3Th JEKOPATUBHBEIE IIBETH Ha IIONOKOHHHUKE. JIo Xya IIpenynpenu:

— OTO HEeJb3s eCTh.

— 4 romopmeH...

Pa3 yxk OH IPUHEC ero CIofia, HeJb3s1 ObIJI0 TO3BOJIUTH 3BEPOKYKY YMepeTh OT ronofa. Jio Xya
HCII0JIb30BaJT JYXOBHYIO 9HEPTHI0, YTOOR! BEIPACTUTE B IIYCTOM T'OPIIKE IHIIIHOE 3eJIEHOe PaCTeHHe.

— Emb.

3BEpPOXKYK C PagOCTHBIM KPUKOM OpOCHJICS Ha pacTeHue, pa3bpackiBasi IUCThSI BO BCE CTOPOHHI:

— MHoOro BOJHI...



[Toka 3BepoxkyK e, JIto Xya mpomoskan BepalluBaTh pacTeHue. Habmogas 3a TeM, Kak 3TO
MaJIeHbKO€ CYIIIeCTBO KOIOIIUTCS, OH BCIIOMHHUJI, 3a4eM BOOOIIe MPUHEC ero Crofa.
ITpocTpaHCTBEHHOE KOJBII0 OBIJIO OTPOMHBIM M MOTJIO OBITh B3MeHeHO. OH PeIIns BEIEIUTh JBe
30HHL: OHY [JI 3B€POXKYyKa U PacTeHUl, a OPYyryl — TOJIbKO [JIs pacTeHuu. JI1o Xya xoTen
BHISICHUTD, JEeMCTBUTEIIBHO JIX OTCYTCTBUE PACTUTEILHOCTH B MUPE aloKaJIuIIChCca CBI3aHO C
3BEPOXKYKaMHU.

9toiut Hourlo JI10 Xya He Bupen Bo cHe KoHTuHeHT CroaHbllaH. BMecTo 3Toro emy npucHuics A Ky,
KOTOPBIY, KaK BCerfa, C IJIyIoy y/IbI0KOM IPOCUII IBETH], a 3aTeM Oeras 110 IONOKOHHUKY, KpUda «O0-
o». JIto Xya pe3Ko IIPOCHYJCS, Cell Ha KPOBaTH U C pa3gpaxKeHUeM IIPOBET PYKOH 110 BojiocaM. ITO
OBLIO TO, Uero OH cTapasics u3beraTh B IPOILION KU3HU: KaK TOJIBKO y YeJ0BeKa IOSIBIIIETCS YTO-TO
BaKHOe, Cpa3y XKe MOSIBISeTCs C/1aboCTh.

— JIto Xya, TH CETOMHS BCTaJ IIO3[HO, — CYpoBO cKa3an Ctapeiii CtaydeH, ero nuiio O6bJI0 MpayHbIM.

Kapnouu, cupsamuii pagoM, gpoxaliley pyKou gepzal JIOXKKY, U HEMHOI'0 CyIla IIPOJIUJIOCh Ha CTOJL.
JlunuaH OBICTPO HOfaNna eMy candeTky, BULUMO, HIUETo He 3Had.

— YT0 Ccny4usnocs, oTen? — CoKorWHO cupocui JIro Xya, cafsich 3a CTONI. — BEI BHITTISIAUTE HEBAXKHO.

— Buepa BeuepoMm cuiH rpada Cunanb, beHXKY, monan B HEMPUATHOCTHA, — CKa3an CTapei
CraydeH, mOIHOCTHIO TOTEPSAB anmneTut. — OH yMep.

JTto Xya, ¢ 7T03KKOH CyIa BO PTY, Ka3ajioCh, He 3HAJI, BHILIIOHYTh €T0 UJIU IIPOTJIOTUTH, €T0 JIKIIO
BBIPAZKajo CTPax:

— Bul mymaere, 310 517

OH urpasn cBoio pojib Tak yoemuTenbHo, 4To Kapoun HaKOHeI] 0CO3Hall, HaCKOJIbKO CcTpalleH JIo
Xya. OTOT 4eJloBEK TOJIHKO BYepa BHIPBaJl cepplle beHmxu 1 6pocun ero Ha ero KpoBaTh, a Teephb
BRITJIIAEJI TaK HEBUHHO M YHUCTO!

Korpa Mmnepatop JIro Xya peliaeT NPpUTBOPUTHCA HEBUHHBIM, HUKTO HE MOXKET €r0 IIPEB30UTH.

Ocobenno ®aunr Cso.

— Her, cHauasna noemb, — Ctapsiii CtaydeH KuBHYI. — Boiock, mocie 3Toro y Te0s mpomnageT
aIlIeTuT.

— Huuero, oTel1, roBopuTe, — paBHOAYIIHO OTBETUN JIt0 Xya. — B CyMpauHOM Jiecy 51 BUOes Belu U
TIOXyXKe.

ITH CJIOBA HAIIOMHUIIN OPYTHM O TOM, KadK OH IIPEIIapupPOBall 3BEPOXKYKOB. Kapnorm u Jlunuan



OOHOBPEMEHHO IIOJIOZKUJIN BUJIKH.

— BeposiTHO, OH CTONKHYJICS C Bparamu, — cka3ai Crapsiii CtaydeH. — B obiieM, 0H yMep yKacHOM
CMepThI0: eMy OTPYOMIM TOJIOBY ¥ BEIPBA/IM CEPAIIE.

— Orer, s moMHI0, BeHmKK OBITT €MUHCTBEHHLIM CHIHOM T'pada CuaHs, BepHO? — cupocu JIio Xya.

— Ila, — B3poxuyn Crapeiii Ctayder. — ZKanb rpada Cunanb, IOTEPSBIIETO CHIHA.

— I'pad Cunanb OyneT BUHUTE Hac?

— Hert, — otBeTun Craprii CtaydheH. — BeHaxku He OB B CIIMCKE IIPUTJIAIIEHHEIX, OH CaM
HaBsi3a/cs. ITOT peOEHOK Bceraa ObUI HEMOCHYITHEM, rpad CrlaHb, POAUBIINIM €r0 B CTAPOCTH,
Bcerpa ero 6anoBasn. K ToMmy ke BYepa Bce BUfesu, Kak BeHIKY cen B JIeBUKap U yexas. [ 0BOpsT,
YTO OJJapEHHBIN, YOUBIIMIL eT0, OBIJT KaK MUHUMYM YPOBHS A, a Thl He o6J1afgaells TaKOU CUJIOH.

Kapmouu: «...»

— ITO OeUCTBUTENIBHO Tparenus, — ¢ coxkaneHnueM cka3aj Crapsii CtaypeH. — 'pad CunaHb MHOTO
JIET CIIyKUJI KOPOJIEBCKOU CeMbe U, BEPOSITHO, HaXXKUJI MHOXKECTBO BparoB. Mx ouepenb Morjia Obl
IIPOTSHYTHCS OT IIEePeNHUX BOPOT ABopIia fo 3amgHux! OH morub 1no gopore KOMou, BOGUTEND 10 CUX
nop 6e3 CO3HaHU4, U BPAL JIX CMOXKET YTO-TO paccka3aTh. CeromHs yTpOM BCs 3BE3[HAS CETh
o0cyXmaeT 9Ty HOBOCTh. YeCTHO TOBOPS, MHOTHE TalHO PafgyloTCs, CUUTAs 3TO KapMOM.

JIto Xya KUBHYJI, BOCIPUHUMAS 3TO KaK pa3BlledueHUe.

Kapnouu, HallpoTHB, B3NOXHYTI ¢ o0eryerueM. Cepplie BCE eIlé j1exkao Ioj] ero KPOBaThio!

— Opnaxko B 6ynyuieM rpad Cunass Bpap nmu 6ymeT K HaM 671arockiioned. Ho 3To He BaXHO, MO CHIH
Telepb yCIellleH, U HaM He HY2>KHO 3auCKUBaTh nepef HUMHU, — ycMexHyscs Ctapeiid Ctayder. — Besa
3BE3[HAs CeTh CIIeNUT 3a 9TUM [IeJIOM, OH He ITI0CMeeT Hu4ero chenath. KoponeBckas ceMbs He
TI03BOJIUT.

Korpa Crapeiii Ctayden 3akoHunn, JIto Xya Toxke moen. Beiiigd u3 3aia, OH YBUAET CITyKaHKY,
BBIHOCHBIITYI0 KOPOOKY C pa3HEIMU BelllaMH.

— IMTomoxkmu, — OCTAHOBUJI OH €€, IIPOBEJI MajIbIleM 110 KOpoOKe 1 3abpast aMyer.

«[nyneiid A Ky, aToT amyneT Gecrione3eH, eCciii ero He HOCUTh C CO00».

®anp Cs10, IpounTaB HOBOCTU 0 beHOXM, TOYyBCTBOBAJI CTPAaHHOE YyBCTBO, Y3HaB, YTO TOT yeXal U3



noma CtaydeHOoB.

Ero unTepecoBao He To, yous nu Jlto Xya BeHnxu, a To, Kak OH MOT 00J1afiaTh TaKO¥ CUJION, Belb
€ro YPoBeHb OJJapEHHOCTH OB efiBa OJIM30K K A.

B monpens JIto Xya mony4yun BUAe03BOHOK OT FOHB U.

JTutio FOub U mossBUIIOCH B BUAE TOJIOTPAaMMEI, M OH CTPOTO CKa3all:

— locnnogue ®ans Cs0 ceryac Ha COBeIllaHWHU, TIO9TOMY s Ilepefaro ero nopydenue. Iloxanyicra,
npubynbTe B opucHOoe 3manre Kiya K nByM dyacaMm gHs. ['ocriogus GynmeT XKOaTh Bac.

— Bes mpobnem, — otBetun JIto Xya, 3aTeM ynuibHyncs. — FOHb U, He Oyab TaKUM CEPLE3HEIM,
YIBIOHUCD.

10):1:3%] FHYGOKO B3OOXHYII X CPA3y ZKe OTKIIIOYUJI CBsA3b.

— Kakoii xapaktep, — npo6opmoTarn JIio Xya.

B vac matepecar JIio Xya yxe 6b11 B odrice Knya. FOub Y ipoBogus ero B KaOWHET U TYT XKe yIIET,
He XeJjlasi TOBOPUTH C HUM JIALIHETO.

®anb Cs0 cupen 3a CTOJIOM, CKPECTUB PYKH, €T0 IUI0 ObII0 Cepbe3HEIM, XOTs JIio Xya 9Toro He
3aMeTHII.

— IOup YU, kaxercsa, Hegoso0IuBaeT MeHs, OH...

— JIio Xya CraydeHn, — ctporo npousnéec ®auns Cso.

JIro Xya TyT e IOHSJI, YTO YTO-TO He TakK. OH XOTes OBLJIO CeCTh, HO TeTleph He PEIInICs, a
IIOYTUTEJILHO BCTAJI II0 CTOUKE «CMUPHO»:

— 3pecs!

— 41 3amam Tebe HECKOJILKO BOIIPOCOB, ¥ THI OTBETUIIL Ha HUX YECTHO, — MeIJIeHHO cKal3an ®aHb
Cso.
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