— 41 3Ha10, uTO [ToYTEeHHHIM BecCMepTHEIH Ha CJI0BAxX MPOSIBIISET HENOBOJILCTBO, HO B TIyOMHE MyIIN
TOYHO He oTBepraeT MeHsi, — JIu E, cxBaTuB 3ansacTbe VHb JISHIIMHA, TOTHS €T0 PYKK Hajl TOJI0BOH
1 OBICTPO CHSIJI C HETO BCIO OfeXXMOY, KOTopas Melana. MHb JISHIWH, He BMesT BO3MOXKHOCTH
COTIPOTHBIISITHCS, 3aKPHIT I'71a3a, OTKA3BIBASICh CMOTPETh. ITO OBIIO CIIMIITKOM YHU3UTETHHO. OOHAKO
JIu E, BOTIpeKu ero XelaHulo, MPUKAJICT K ero yXy ¥ MPOLIENTal:

— TlouTtenHn beccMepTHEHIM, OTKPOY T'lla3a U B3TISHU Ha MeHs. Bemb 3TO He B IePBHIM pa3, 3aueM
JKe TaK CTeCHSAThCA?

— 3amomuu! — cKBO3b 3yOHI mponeant Mub JISHIKH.

JIu E 3agymancs. [louteHHbM becCMepTHBIN OEUCTBUTEIIBHO CTECHAJICSA. Toraa OH CMeJIo IIOAHS eT0
Ha PYKU U HAIIPaBWJICS K BRIXOAY M3 KOMHATHL. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 30eCh HUKOTO He OBII0, U ceryac
Obla HOUb — To4YeMy OBl He CMeHUTb 00cTaHOBKY? MHB JISHIIMH, IOYYBCTBOBAB, YTO €0 MOAHSIN B
BO3MyX, MTHOBEHHO OTKPHIJI I'1a3a U yBumen, uTto JIu E yXke HecET ero K aBepu. Ero pa3ym Ha
MT'HOBEHHE OIyCTeJI, HO, MPUMs B ce0sl, OH BOCKJIUKHYII:

— JIu E, To1 Heromsau! Uto T 3agyMan? HeMeqmeHHO BEPHUCH B KOMHATY!

Bay, [Toutennsi BeccMepTHBIN He TOIBKO OTKPHLI I'/la3a, HO ¥ CKa3aJjl CTOJIBKO CJIOB. B utore oHn
o0a 0Ka3anuch Ha JepeBsIHHOU CKaMbe IIOf JePEBOM.

— Ax, ToI! ThI IpoCTO... — VHE JI3HIWH BCKPUKHYJI, BIepBhle cuad Ha JIu E, 4To efBa He 3aCTaBUiIo
€ro MOTePSATh CO3HaHME. [1of OTKPHITEIM HEOOM OHM 3aHMMAalINCh TAKUMHU BelaMu!

— OpexXma... omekaa, — B ITaHWKE OH IBITAJICSI CXBATUTh UTO-TO, HO HUUYET0 He HAIIEJ, JTUIIb
BLIEMUJICI HOTTIMU B KOXKY JIu E.

— Huxkoro 3mech HeT... He HYKHO Tak HepBHUYATh, — JIu E, HU3KO HAKJIOHUBIIIKMCH, TUXO BCKPUKHY I
¥ Haydaj PeIIrTeIbHO JeHCTBOBATh, CXBATUB €Tr0 PYKH TakK, YTO MHB JISHIIMH He MOT BHIPBATHCS.
3aKpHIB I'/1a3a, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CJIE3bI HEITPOU3BOJILHO BEICTYIIMIHN Ha I'Ia3aX, a ero MEeKu
IIOKPACHEJIH OT CTHIA. JTOT IIIOK IMOPA3ui ero Kak GU3nudecKy, Tak ¥ MOPAJIbHO, U OH eIBa He
IIOTEPSIJT CO3HAHMUE.

Korpa JIu E cHoBa npuHéc ero B KoMHaTy, MHb JIsHIMH OBl yKe 6e3 co3HaHus. OH 3aMeTHJI, 4TO He
TOJIBKO JOBET er0 M0 00MOPOKa, HO ¥ CIE3HI BCE eI1€ 0CTaBaIUCh Ha ero julle. TaKoro OH HUKOT A
paHbllle He BUAEN, ¥ 3TO CHOBa B030yauio ero. OgHAaKO... KakeTCs, OH OeHCTBUTEIILHO
nepecrapaics. [IpoknaTee, Kak 0H OyeT U3BUHATLCSI 3aBTpa?

OH mpuBén Wub JIsHIMHA B IOPSIOK, 3aTeM MpUOpascs caM, MOMEN K peke, YTOOH IIOCTHPATh
I'PSA3HYI0 OfIeK[Yy, TPUBENT KOMHATY B IMOPSIOOK, BEITIOJIHUB BCce HeoOxonuMble fena. TombpKo Torga oH
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO NENUCTBUTENBHO ycTan. OH JIET Ha KpoBaTh, 0OHSB Kpacaslia, ¥ YCHYIL.

Ha cnemyromuii menb Jiu E He TobKO OBLT COPOIIIEH C KPOBATH, HO ¥ 0KA3aJICS 3aMepT 3a [ABEPHIO.

— IMoutennsiit beccmepTtHbii... [loutennwt beccmepTHbiit! — JIu E cTy4yan B Bepsb, HO 60s1Cs
pa30youTh ero, MO3TOMY IIPOCTO XKOal CHapyXu. B mocnenyome HECKOIBKO IHEN eMy Tak 1 He
yOasoCh CHOBa IIONACTh Ha KpoBaTh YHb JI3HIMHA.
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— Fnynaﬂ I[ITHIIa HAKOHEII-TO Oblyla BRITHAHA 3a OBEP5.

— Tl 1ipaB, 5 HelCTBUTENBHO TIynas ntulla, — JIu E, Komasick B cafy, BHTAIIUI YepBsika 1 Opocun
ero Xs Ci03. — Ecnu nporonogaenbCst, MOXKeIb CheCThb €ro.

— 9M, g Ke gyxoBHas ntuna! Tel Korga-HUOYAb BUOEN, YTOOB JyXOBHAS IITHUIlA €Jla YepBen?
— XoyeIs — elllb, He X04Yelllb — He elllb.

— Ta moccopuncs ¢ [ToutenasiM beccMepTHREIM? — X3 Cr09, A4 Ha Mpa4dHoe nuno JIn E,
TIPEOII0I0KNNI:

— HaBepnska Te 06ugen [TouteHHOro beccMepTHOTO, U Teneph OH TeGs UTHOPUPYET.

— A 4T0 MHe cmenaTh, 4ToO®I [TouTeHHEN BeccMepTHEIM cCHOBa 00paTwuiI Ha MeHs BHuMaHue? — JIu E
TJIYIIO CTOSIT B Cafly, pa3roBapuBas caM ¢ co0oi. — B Ty HOYB 51, KaxkeTcsi, mepeOopIIu, HO
[TouTeHnHbI beccMepTHBIN, TOMKHO ObITh, TOXKE IOTYYUI YAOBOIbCTBUE. OH IIPOCTO CIIUIIKOM
cTecHsieTcs. Bupeqb s Oonblile He OyQy Tak MOCTYNaTh...

B nocnepytouye HeCKONbKO fHel MHb JISHIMH 3aHUMAJICS CBOMMU OOBIYHEIMU [leflaMy: THCal 3a
CTOJIOM, TYJISJI 110 TOopaM, HO Ipopoikan urHopuposats JIu E. Kyna Owt on Hu meén, JIu E cnenosan 3a
HUM, He OTCTaBasl HU Ha Iar.

CeropHs, Bo BpeMsl MeguTanuy, JIu E ¢ TOCKOM CMOTpes Ha HEro, He 3Has, KakK 3aCJIyKUTh €Tr0
pacmonoxenue. Heyxenu oy Tak u OyIyT MOI4YaTh? ITO IPOCTO HEBEHIHOCKMO.

CrbIITIaz, 9YTO B TOPOME Y MOOHOKUS TOPHI KaXK/IbIH TeHb [aPUT 0XKHUBIIEHNUE, U OH CaM 3TO BUE].
YuuTeiBasi, 4TO y [TouTeHHOT0 BeccMepTHOTO U y HET'0 CAMOT0 HET CPOYHKIX [IeJI, OH MOAyMaJl, uTo,
BO3MOKHO, €CJTU OH BO3bMET [10uTeHHOT0 BecCMepTHOTO Ha MPOTYJIKY, OHU CMOTYT IIOMUPUTHCS.

Korpa Mub JISHIIMH 3aKOHYMI MEIUTALMI0 U COOMPAIICS BCTaTh, OH MIOYYBCTBOBAJ JIETKOE
TOJIOBOKPYZK€eHMe U efjBa YCTOos Ha Horax. K cuacTteio, JIu E nopmepxain ero. IlonpaBus pykasa, OH
HampaBuicsd B oM, a JIu E, He roBOpsl HU CJI0Ba, ITOCJIENOBAJI 3a HUM U3 Jieca BO OBOP, II0flaBasi eMy
Yail, BOLY, MaCCUPYs HOTU U CIUHY.

— IMouTeHnHb beccMepTHEIN, 3TO LIBETOUHBIN Yaii, KOTOPHIi ST caM coOpaJjl ¥ BLICYIINII BO IBOPE.
Ecnu xoTUTe, S MOTY 3aBapUTh €T0 B 11060 BpeMsi.

Vb JIsHIMH caenan II0TOoK. BKyc OB IETKUM, C apoMaToM I1BeTOB. OH BHITIUII €II€ MOTHAIIKY U
Haydaj YuTaTh CBUTOK. JIu E nMprHEC MapuHOBaHHLEIE CIIUBH, KOTOPHIM Hayuuics B OpaeHe
BeccmepTHBIX. M3HAYanbHO OH XOTEJ UCIIOIL30BaTh UX OIS ce0s, HO Telephb OHU MpUurogunuch. OH
TIOCIIEIINII II0JaTh UX:

— IMouTeHHbI beccMepTHEIHN, 3TO CIIMBEI, KOTOPHIE S caM 3aMapuHoBas. B OpaeHe BeccMepTHEIX Te,
YTO BB MHE [aJid, OBIITH CITUIIKOM CJIagKMMH, TI09TOMY 9TH 60yiee Kucibie. He 3Hat0, MOHPABSATCS U
OHU BaM.

JIu E, BUAS, 9YTO TOT MOJIYUT, B35JI ONHY CJIUBY U MOJHEC K €ro rybaM, yMOJIss:
— IlompoOyiiTe oguy, [TouTeHHBIH BeccMepPTHEIH, TPOCTO OOHY, Pafy TOTO, YTO 5 TaK CTapasIcs.

Vb JIsHIIMH OYyBCTBOBAJI apoMaT CJIMBEL U 3aX0Tel mompoboBats. [Tox mpeamorom, 4yToOwl JIu E He



0eCIIOKOMII ero, OH B35JI OfHY. BKyC OBIT KMCIIO-CITAQIKUM, YTO IIPHUILIOCh eMy 1o myuie. Buns, kak Jlu
E crapaeTcs yroguTh eMy, OH PEIINIT He BCIIOMUHATD TY HOUb U ITOXBAJIWIIL:

— OueHb XOPOIIIO.

— Tloutennni beccmepTHEIM, BB 3aroBopunu! Bel moxBanunu MeHs! — JIu E HakoHel oOpamoBaics,
B3SIJT OIHY CITUBY U MOMPOOOBaj caM, CKPHBUBIIUCH OT KUCIIOTEL. — AX, Kak Kucsno! I[TouTeHHBIN
BeccMepTHEIN, He elIbTe UX, BO3MOXKHO, HY2KHO T00aBUTh HEMHOTO MEMA.

Wub JIsHIIMH HEBOJIBHO YIBIOHYIICS, TTISIAS Ha er0 BhIpaXKeHUe, U Chell ellé OgHY.

— IlouTtenHni beccmepTHHIM, BaM He KaXeTCs, YTO OHU CIIMIIKOM KUCIIbIe?

— HopmansHo.

X3 C103 ToXe TOMOIIEN, TPUBIEUYEHHEIM apOMaTOM, B3SIJT CJIUBY U3 OAHKHU U TTOJI0KUII B POT:
— Ox... KaK kucino! [TouteHHbIH BecCMepTHEIN, 0KAa3hIBAETCS, BRI JTI00UTE KKUCIIOE.

Wb JIsHUMH CKa3a:

— Korpga g OBILIT CMEPTHERIM, 51 HEe 3HaJl, YTO MHE€ HPABUTCA. I'maBHOE OBIJIO HACKITUTHCS. Tenepb, I1ociie
TBICAYEJTIETHETr 0 BO3EPXKaHNKA, S y2Ke He 3Hal0, YTO MHE MOZKET ITIOHPABUTHCA.

JIu E, B34B pyKy WHb JI3HIIMHA, CKa3all C BOJTHEHUEM:

— Ilo kpaiiHen Mepe, [TouTeHHOMY beccMepTHOMY HPaBsITCS MOU MapHHOBaHHBIE CIIMBHI, MOU
LIBETOYHHBIN Yal 1 Mo efa. Pa3Be 3TOro HegoCTaTOUYHO?

— Ila, BcTpeua ¢ ToOOH, JOMKHO ObITE, IEHCTBUTEIBHO OblTa MpenonpeneneHa cyap6oi, — MHb
JIsHIIUH ToXKe ObIT TPOHYT. B MpOIITOM OH OTBEepraj BCE, MPOKUI MHOTO ONMHOKUX JIET, HO TEMEPh
TaKas XXKMU3Hb CTaJIa OJIs1 HETO He3aMeHUMOH. ThCSYeIeTHUH MyTh K 6ECCMePTHIO BEPHYII €r0 K
MICTOKaM, ¥ OH CMHUPHUJICSI CO CBOUM CEPALeM, 0OHAPYKUB, YTO OHO TaK CHACTIIUBO.

ITo KpaiiHel Mepe, eCTh TOT, KTO HUKOIIa €r0 He IOKUHET, KTO OTHACT ce0s IOTHOCTRIO, KTO BCeraa
OymeT psimoM, B mo0oe BpeMs U B mo6oM MecTe. JIu E Bcernma OblI ¢ HUM, ¥ OHU TTOAJIePKUBAIUA OPYT

OpyTa, JOBepsis APYT APYTY.
JIn E mpOrNoTUi CIUBY, U KACIIOTa IIpeBPaTHIIaCh B CIIaf0CTh:

— IMouTeHnHbIt beccMepTHEIH, S TaK paf, YTO BH 00JIbIIle HE CEPAUTECH Ha MeHS. d mymar, BH
Oonbille HUKOTA He OygeTe coO MHOM pas3roBapuBaTh. B Ty HOUb S TePeCTYIUI TPaHUIlL, S IPU3HaI0
CBOIO OIMOKY, U3BUHSIOCH U 00JIbllle HUKOTTA TaK He mocTymio. Ecnu [TouyrenHwr beccMepTHBIH
3axo04eT, s Oyoy psimoM, eClM He 3aX04eT — s Oyny TepreTs!

WHb JIsHIMH, 3aMETHUB, YTO PAAOM CTOUT X3 CI03, IIOCIEIIHO OTAEPHYII PYKY:
— IlepecTans HeCTH 4Yemyxy, TOBOPH YTO I10TAJIO.

JIu E obpamoBancs:

— Torpa IToutenHbl BeccMepTHEIH, elbTe 60JIbINe CIUB. BaM 0HM HPaBITCS?

— Hpasarcs, — yectHo oTBeTus MHb JISHIUH, Cllerka IOKpacHes.
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Houbio B 1tecy Ijapuiia THIIKMHA, @ B TOPOZie TOPEeJId OTHY, HAIMIOIHSASA BO3AYX KU3HBI0. JIIOOU CIELInIn
TyHa-Cciofia, YIUIE ObUIM 3all0THEHH IITYMOM U ABUKEHNEM, CO3IaBasi 0KUBIIEHHYI0 aTMOChepY.

Tenepsb, HaX0AsCh B MUPE CMEPTHHIX, OHU He MOTJIX KCII0JIb30BaTh Maruio, 4YToOs He HapyIIUTh
TIOPSIIOK ¥ He HaByieub Ha ceOst THeB HebGec. K cuacThio, 3T0 OB HE UX TEPBHEIN BUSUT B MU
cMepTHEIX, ¥ JIu E npurotoBun sKumax. BTpoéM oHM OTIIPaBUIIUCE B TOPOM B CaMBIM pa3rap BECEJIbs.

X3 C109, Oymyuu TyXOBHOM MTHUIEN U3 MUPA CMEPTHHIX, HE CITUIIKOM HHTEPECOBAJICS IIPOTYIKaMU, HO
Ob1 yBrieu€H enoi. ITosTomy JIu E ocTaBUI €My DOCTAaTOYHO AEHET, TIOPYYUB IPUCMATPUBATD 3a
9KUIIaXKeM U MOKYTIaTh, UTO TI0XKeaeT.
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