I'naps Ha cepre3Hoe nullo Ero, JIuTaH BOPYT MOYyBCTBOBAJI, KakK €ro €KY MMOKPaCHeIN: OH JaBHO He
CMOTpeEJI Ha 3TO JIAL0 TaK BHUMATEJIBHO...

X035TMH 3TOr0 JIUIla BCE TaK 2Ke OB PE30K ¥ KPAaCHUB, HO YTO-TO B HEM M3MEHUIIOCH, UTO-TO MCYE3TI0, a
YTO-TO IOABUIIOCK...

JIuTaH CMOTpEJ Ha HEr0 HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUY, U BOPYT €ro Ijla3a pacliupuiuck: TouHno! Mcuesna
BJIACTHOCTD, @ IOSIBUIACh HEXKHOCTb...

— 4 mopmo3peBato, 4To 3TOT YKYHIIH, 0 KOTOPOM ThI TOBOPHIIh, U3HAYAJIbHO OBINT UeoBeKOM [IyHXyaH
Tauu, unu, BO3MOXKHO, OH U eCTh [lyHXyaH Tauu...

Cnoga E1o, mpousHecéHHBIE HU3KUM TOJI0COM, ITPEPBAJIU ITOTOK MHICIIEeH, TOMHUMABIIUNCS B TYIIIE
Jlutana. OH ¢ HeJOyMeHUEM HaxMypuics: mouemy Eio cka3anm Takoe?

— Iloyemy THI Tak gyMaellb?

I'nsanst Ha cMyméHHoro JIutada, Eo MBICTIEHHO Ha3BaJjl €ro MPOCTaYKoM, HO BCJIYX HHYEro He CKa3all.
AOcosoTHO HUYero!

Y ManeHbKOTo NoOPHIM HpaB, OH, KOHEYHO, He cTajl Obl yIIpeKaTh, HO ITI0Ka OH eIll€ He COBCEM IIPOCTHUII
ero!

Ero, TBEPHO peluB BeCTH ce0st MPaBUJIbHO, TEPIETUBO 00BSICHIUI JIuTaHy:

— Iyuxyan Taiu mo4yBCTBOBAJ Ha TeOe mpucyTcTBUE YXKYHIU U OTIYCTHI Tebst o6paTHo B LlapcTBO
IleMOHOB, 3HAYUT, OH 3HAET €eTo0.

... JluTaH mpoMoityart, B3r/IsSHYB Ha El0 ¢ BEIpakeHUEM «IIPOA0JKai», u Eo, yIOBUB 9TOT B3TJISA,
IIPOMOJIKHU:

—HU CTaTyC q}Ky'HJ'II/I OOJI2KEH OBITh BeCbMa HEOOBIYHEIM.

— Iloyemy THI TaK CUUTAEIIL?

— Ecmu 651 9T0 OBIT HE3HAYUTEIIBHBINM YEJIOBEK, TO, YIUTHIBAS CTUIb U MeTOAH [lyHxyaH Taiiu, oH ObI
TOYHO He BMEIIa/ICs. ITO 3HAYUT, YTO YKYH/IU [JIs1 HETO OYEHDb BaKeH.

... Kaxercs, Tak 4 eCcThb!

Cnosa Emw o3apunu Jlutana: Torga Mmmnepartop Taiiu melcTBUTENbHO 0e3 JTUIIHUX CJII0B OTIYCTHII
ero!



... 3HAQUUT, KaK U cKa3as Ew, YKyHIu 0edCTBUTENbHO BaxXeH a1 MmnepaTtopa Tanu!

— Yro THI oo6emtan [dyuxyan Taiu? — ITo ObUI TJIaBHBIM BOIIPOC U KJII0Y K MTOATBEPKAECHUIO €TI0
OOTaJKH.

— 4 ckazan MUmnepaTopy Taiiu, 4TO, KOTa TH IIOIPABUIIILCS, OTIPABIIOCE B HebGecHoe 11apcTBo,
yTOOBI pacCKa3aTh My BCE, YTO MIPOU3OIIJIO, KOTHA s MpuBEN Tebs K Brapbike [JeMOHOB.

... ['mang Ha 6e33ab0THOE Musoe nuuuKo JlutaHa, Ero He BonHOBascs: y [JyuxyaH Taiiu, KOHEUHO,
MHOT'O METOIOB, X OH CKJIOHEH K MHTPUTaM, HO B OCTaJIbHOM OH HEIJIOX...

K ToMy e, TOBODSIT, OH BCerga OepzKUT CJI0BO.

Korga ManeHpKu# pacckaxkeT BCé [IyHxyaH Taiiu, TOT, yYUTHIBAsI €70 XapaKTep, 3aKPOeT 3TOT
BOIIPOC.

K Tomy ke JluTaH u He IpefaBa ero, Tak 4to Mmnepatop Taiiu 0053aTENIbHO YUTET 3TO.

be30 Bcsakux onacenuid Ei0 MOMTHOCTBHIO COCPENOTOYUIICA Ha JIuTaHe, TaK UTO KaXa0e ero ABUXKEHMe
¥ CJIOBO He YCKOJIb3aJIk OT €0 BHUMAHMUSI.

JIuTaH 4YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 KpaiiHe HEJTOBKO IO MIPUCTANIbHEIM B3TIsIIOM Ei0, HO eMy OBITIO CIIUIITKOM
MHTEPECHO Y3HaTh 0 CBSA3U YxkyHnu u UMnepatopa Tauu, 1 B TO Ke BpeMS OH He MOT BHIHECTH, KaK
E0 cMOTPHUT Ha Hero.

B ToT MOMeHT, Korfa JIuTaH pa3MbILIIAI, He CKa3aTh JIh eMy, YTOOH TOT IlepecTall CMOTpeTh, Eio
BAPYT COBUHYJ OPOBU U TUXO CIIPOCHIIL:

— Yro mymaelns, ManeHbkui JIutan?

— 4d? — JIutan yka3ain Ha ce0s: Elo cripaiuBan ero MHEHKe, 4TO OBIJI0 eCTECTBEHHO, Belb UMEHHO
OH OBUI BOBJIEYEH B 3Ty UCTOPHUIO, HO OH JEUCTBUTENILHO He MOT IIPUAyMaTh HUUero Apyroro!
JluTtan nocMoTpen Ha Elo ¢ BeIpakeHueM, 6yATO €ro CJIoBa TOJIBKO 3aIlyTallk eTo, U CKas3al:

— Ecnu Yxynnu Obin yenoBekoM MmnepaTopa Taliu, mo4eMy OH He IIOLIEN K HEMY?

C Toro moMeHTa, Kak E10 Hayan BEICKA3bIBaTh CBOM IIPENIIONOXKeHNUs, JIuTaH 9yBCTBOBA, 9TO, XOTSA
BCE 3ByYasio JOTUYHO, YKyHNIM MOT Ol IpOCTO mouTu K Mmnepartopy Taiiu...

Benb OH 3HaJI, OTKyHa yiiTH, 1, 60yee Toro, Brnambika [IeMOHOB ero He yIep:KuBaJj, OH MOT c6eXaThb B
110001 MOMEHT...



JIuTaH BCE ellé YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, ¥ 9TO Oblia OoJibInas mpobieMa, KOTOPYIO
HEBO3MOXKHO OBUIO 00BACHUTE:

— OTO HEJIOTUYHO...

E1o, moxoxe, 03KKU[aJl 9TOT0, 1, YCIIbIIIAB 3TU CJI0Ba, YCMEXHYJICS.

... JTOT TOH... JIuTaH efBa coepxaJ XKejlaHUe 3aKaTUTh Ila3a: OH 4YTo, cuuTaeT cebs 6orom? Y Hero
YTO, POT U 100 OCBSILIIEHEI, U BCE, YTO OH CKaxeT, cOymeTcs?

... JIuTaH BCE XKe 3aKaTHUJ I'1as3a: U, KaXeTCs, BO MHOTHUX CIIy4asdaX 3TO OEeUCTBUTENbHO TakK...

Ero IIPOUTHOPUPOBAII B3TJIA[N JluTtaHa, u ero ciepnyrInue Ci10Ba 3aCTaBUJIM TOI'O 3aCTHITE Ha MECTE:

— MarneHbKu#, TH He [yMaJl, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OH He X0Tesl 6eXkaTh, a Y Hero ObIIH MPUYHHBI
0CTaBaThCA?

— A? — Bups, xak Jlutan 3aMep, Eio mpunogHsn 6poBb, HallOMKHAs, YTO IT0pa BO3BpAIlaThCS K
PEasbHOCTH.

I[TepBoe, uTo chenan JIuTaH, Ipuas B ce0si, — CHOBA IOTPY3UJICS B PA3MbILIUIEHUS: IeHCTBUTEIIBHO. ..
BIPYT V HETO OBUTM MPUYUHBI?

Korma BhIpazkeHMe 03alauyeHHOCTH Ha julle JIuTaHa II0Iasio B 1mojie 3peHus E, TOT MPOmOIKHUII:

— HMuaue 3aueM Obl OH ueped TeOs nepemgasan coobuienne [yaxyan Taiu?

— Ho...

— 4 He 3Ha10 moyeMy, — Eio, Bupis, uto JIuTaH cobupaeTcs 3afaTh BOIPOC, OIIEPEUII eTo, IIoKaiaB
TOJIOBOM, a 3aTeM, T Ha Hero, mpousHéc. — Th Bemgb coOupaelbest B HebecHoe mapctso? Torma
MOXKeIlb CIPOCUTh [lyHxyaH Tauu.

Kak Tonpko JIuTaH X0TeN CIPOCUTH, CKaxeT nu eMy UMnepatop Taiiu paBay, OH YCJIBIIIAJ IOJI0C
E1o:

— Xorts s mymaro, oH Te0e He pacCKaxKer.

... 1 B 4ém™ Torma CMBICT?

— Ho MBI MOXKEM caMU BCE BBISICHUTE.



Kaxk TONMbKO OH 3aKOHYMII, U3 BHEIIIHETO 3aja pa3gaicsa MSTKHAM TOMOC:

— JluTaH.

— A? — JIuTaH HaXMypuJscs: noyeMmy Yxkubu nIpUIIET UMEHHO cernyac?

Ho Bc€ ke BCTall ¢ KpOBATH U, HAIPaBJIAsACh K BHIXOTY, OTBETHII:

— Hpny.

— JluTaH.

YBupes, Kak Ykubu, Ha3bIBas €ro 110 UMEeHH, mpubnuxkaeTcs, JIuTaH cpa3y MOHSJI, YTO TOT IIPHUIIET
ITPOMOIKUTE PACCKa3 0 MPembIayeM 6eCCMEPTHOM BIIaAEIKE, KOTOPHEIY 3aHUMAJICS aHHAJIaMHU.

— IToitmém co MHoOM! — JIuTaH cxBaTu YKuOHU 3a PYKY ¥ IIOBEJ BO BHYTPEHHUE ITOKOU: PEIbITYIIUN
O6eccMepTHHIN BIafblKa, 3aHUMABIINICS aHHAIaMy, OblT B ProsIeTOBOM, ¥ U KYHIM TOXKe OBbLI B
¢uomeToBOM. M0OXKeT, MeXKIy HUMU eCTh CBSA3b? WM 9TO OOUH U TOT K€ YeI0BeK?

— JlutaH, TH... — YBUeB, Kak Elo, cupsmmii Ha KpoBaTH, U3J/TydyaeT MOIIHYIO aypy, YKubu c Tpymom
CTJIOTHYJ, 3aTeM yKa3as Ha E1o u HeyBepeHHO IPOU3HEC. — THL... X0Uelllb, YTOOH I paccKa3a
Bnapgrike [JeMOHOB?

— Ara, — JIuTaH KuBHYyJ. — Brnapgeika [[eMOHOB, BO3MOXKHO, CMOXKET HaM II0MOYb.

— Tel... — CnoBo «yBepeH» UYkubu He IPOMU3HEC, TIOTOMY UTO, Korfa JIuTaH cKa3anl «MOXKET
IIOMOYb», Ha €ro JIUIE MOSBUIIOCh BEIPaXKeHNEe, KOTOPOe HEBO3MOXKHO OBIZIO CKPHITE... CTPAHHOE. ..

I'nsaps Ha 9T0 Ui, Yxkubu Hayasm COMHEBATLCS B XXKu3HM: CTpaHHO, TI0OYeMY OH COBCEM He ITOX0XK Ha
Bnapreiky [IeMOHOB, KOTOPOI'O ONUCHIBAJI MUHBIOHL?

— Yxubu?

— A... — YépT, oH oTBNEKCH... YK1OU IT0KadaJs rojioBoi. — Torma s ceiyac pacCcKaxy.

— ITpu kaxkmo¥ cMeHe 6eCCMePTHOT0 BIIAbIKK, 3aHUMAIOIIETr0Cs aHHaIaMH1, TPOUCXOOUT Iepegayda
men oT mpenbigyiiero, — Yxkubu nepeBomgun B3 ¢ Exo Ha JIuTaHa. — Tak OBIIO Ha MPOTSIXKEHUU
TBICSTYEJIETUM, HO 51 HEe CMOT BCTPETUTBLCS C MPEbIOYIMM 6OeCCMEePTHHIM BIIabIKOM, 3aHUMAaBIITHMCS
aHHaJIaMU.

Yxubu HaXMYPHUIICA: eMy CaMOMY OBLITO CTPAHHO, IT04YeMYy, KOT'Ia OH CIIPpAIlIXMBaJl APYI'UX
6eCCMepTHbIX BJIaBIK O TOM, KyHa OeJiCA npenbmymnﬂ 6eCCMepTHLIfI BafbIKa, 3aHUMAaBIIAICS



aHHaJIaMHM, HUKTO He 3Haj!

— U maxe GeccMepTHBIN Blagblka, Be[yIIKii 3alIUCH, He 3HaJ...

— Yro!? — BeccMepTHHIM BlIaAblKa, BeOyIIUY 3anmucy, padotan 60K 0 60K ¢ 6eCCMEPTHHIM BIaObIKOM,
3aHMMABIINMCS aHHallaMu. — Jlaxe OH He 3HaeT!?

JIuTaH BCE elllé He MOT IIOBEPUTh CBOMM yIlIaM, II03TOMY B3TJIIAOM MOmpocusl Yxkubu o6baCcHUTH: UTO
IIPOUCXOOUT?

Uxnbu moKadas rojI0BOI:

— ¢ He 3HAlO...

— BoT, — 0oH cHOBa ITOKa4aJl r'0JIOBOM ¥ CYHYJI UTO-TO B PYKH JIuTaHa.

... [IpUKOCHOBeHUe OBLIO XOJIONHEIM, @ BEC ¥ pa3Mep HallOMUHAIKM MaJleHbKUY 3Ha4OK. JIuTaHy He
HYKHO OBIJIO CMOTPETh, UTOOBI TOHATh, YTO 3TO NponycK Yxkubu B [laBunboH HeOECHBIX aHHAJIOB.

— BeccmepTHEIM BiaAbiKa JIMHTYaH He BhI3Bajl MeHsI 06paTHO.

... [la TEI IPOCTO He XOYelllb paccTaBaTbCda C MabimoMm!

I'naps Ha YkuOu, KOTOPHIHM, TOBOPS HEIIPaBAY, IIOCTOSTHHO Gpocar B3rIsAIb B CTOPOHY, JIuTaH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Ha ero Ji0y IOsIBUJIMCh YEPHBIE IMHUY: HeyxKenu YKubu — HaCTOSIIN OTell
Manmtlla, a 1 — nompenka?.. 1a?

— JlagHo.
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