Korma ronoc YXKyHnu pa3maics y Hero 3a CIIUHOM, JIUTaH OTJISHYJICS U TOHSII, YTO He3aMeTHO YCHYIL.
YKYHJTM CTOSITI Iepef] HUM ¥ yKa3ajl Ha yX&Ke CBeTiIoe He0o:

— HpgéMm 3a MHOH.

JIutaH KuBHY, ToMor Eio MOMHATHCS, @ 3aTeM, IPeBPaTUBIIKCh B CBOETO UCTUHHOI'O 00JTMKA LUTHHS,
OCTOPOXKHO yCafui ero Ha crnuny. Cnenys 3a YKyHJIH, OH HallpaBUJICS B OMPEENIEHHYI0 CTOPOHY.

YeM pmanblile OHU U, TEM Oosbiie JIuTaH 3aMedall, 9YTO 3TO HalIpaBJIEHHUE OBLITO COBEPIIIEHHO
IIPOTHUBOIIOJIOZKHBEIM OBOPITY BJIaABIKH NEMOHOB.

«.»

YKyHJIM IPOJOJIKAJ UATY BIIEPEN, He 3aMedasi, YTO Ha nulle JIuTaHa IOSIBUJIOCh HEJOYMeHHe, U,
KOHEYHO, He IOTafbIBasiCh, UTO JIMTaH OyMasl, He BeIET JIh OH er0 HaMepPeHHO B IIPOTUBOIIOIOKHYIO
CTOPOHY.

— Mgl OpuIm.

OTH COMHEHUS IJIMIKCh HEeHoro. YKYHIIM OCTAaHOBUJIICS, 00epHYJICS K JINTaHy ¥ yKa3all BIepem:

— 4 mory mpoBoguTh TeOs TOJIBKO OO 9TOI'0 MECTa.

Tam, KyZa OH yKa3aJsl, BUTaja 30JI0Tas ObIMKa, CMelllaHHas ¢ GroIeTOBEIM OTTEHKOM. He HYyXKHO
OBLTI0 OBITH TEHUEM, YTOOBI IOHSTh, YTO 9TO OBbI/Ta SHEPT'HUs BIAILIKK IeMOHOB. [IpOTUBOCTOSHIE
MEXKIY HUMHU OeNCTBUTEIbHO OBIIIO HEOIMCYEMBIM, ¥ HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO TPENCTAaBUTh, KaK €ro
MOXKHO Pa3pPeIIuTh.

YKyHIU, BULS, 4TO JIUTaH MOJITUUT, MATKO CKa3aJl:

— Cnacu6o tebe.

YKyHNIM KUBHYJ, ¥ JIUTAH HApPaBUICS K TPAHULIE, TTie CTATKKUBAIUCh 30JI0TON U (GUOJIETOBHIN CBET.

Eo BCE ermé OblT 663 CO3HAHMUS, ¥ HYKHO OBIIO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee IOCTaBUTh ero B LlapcTBo
IEMOHOB, T'ie OHM 6yayT B 6€30IIacCHOCTH.

Hecs Ero na cnivre, JIuTaH yeTern, BeTep CBUCTEN y HETO B yIllaX, KOIa BHE3AIHO IPKUU 30JI0TOU
CBeT 3aCTaBUJI er0 UHCTUHKTUBHO 3aKPHITh I'71a3a.

— OTO IUNINUHB!

B 9TOT MOMEHT B €r0 yIIK BOPBaJICS BO30YKOEHHBIN I'0JIOC.



«!y

910t TOH... OH BepHYyJICcS Ha cTopoHy HebecHoro nmapcrtBa! ['oBOpuUBIIKiY, HECOMHEHHO, OBIJI ITOCTIaH
VimnepaTtopom Taiin, 4TOOHI CIEOUTH 3@ 9TUM MeCTOM!

[TogymaB 06 aToM, JIuTaH, HecMOTps Ha 007b, 3acTaBUl ceGs OTKPHITH I'jIa3a.

[Tepen HUM CTOSITIH [BOE, OJ€The B CePeOpSHEIE MOCIEXH.

— Ay!

JIuTaH, yBUEB UX, TYT XKe IPUMEHUIT Maruio u 6pocusics 6exkaTh B IPOTUBOIOI0XKHYIO CTOPOHY!

B HebGecHoM napcTBe Te, KTO HOCUJI cepebpsiHble JOCIeXH, MOTJIU 1efiCTBOBaTh 0e3
npenynpexnenus! Umnepatop Taliu mocnan Takux JIIOAeN Ha IPAHUIY IBYX MUPOB, SIBHO
HaMepeBasich youTs ero u Eio!

Hymas o ToM, 4TO Efo MoxeT morubHyTh 37eCh, JIuTaH B IaHUKE YCKOPUIICS, UCIIONIb3Ys BCIO CBOIO
LOYXOBHYIO 9HEPIHIO.

«!y»

YT0 3TO 3a YyBCTBO!?

BuesanHas xkrydas 60/b B IepeIHUAX KOMIBITaX 3acTaBuia JIuTaHa B3OPOTHYTh: YTO MIPOUCXOAUT!?
[Touemy Tak!?

«!y»

910 YxyHmnu!

CuHeBaTOe CUsSHUE B r'ma3ax JIutaHa 3aurparso: 00J1b UCXOMMJIa UMEHHO U3 TOI'0 MecCTa, T'e 1;'I}KYHJ'II/I
IIOXJIOIIAJI €rO0 IIO IIJIeYy HpOI.HJ'IOfI HOYbIO!

— Ay!

3ayeM OH 9TO caejan!?

Pa3Be oH He OBLI YeJI0OBEKOM BJIAALIKH NEeMOHOB? Uu...

Opnaxko JluTaH He ycren IIOAyMaTh, Kak Iepeq HUM BCIIBIXHYJI IDKUM 30JI0TOU CBET, ¥ pa3fasics
BJIACTHBIH I'0JIOC:

— OcTranoBuTecCh!



«!y

9to Umneparop Tauu!

JluTaH NOOHSAI FOJIOBY U YBUAEN GUTYPY, 3aBUCIIYIO IPAMO IIepeq HUM: HO II0YeMy I'0JI0C
VimmepaTopa Taiu 3By4as Tak BO30yKOEHHO!?

Pa3Be oH He x0Ten youTs ero u Exo? [ToueMy 0OH BOAPYT OCTaHOBUII UX?

OH 3HaJ, 4YTO OHU 3[1eCh, 3HAUUT, IIOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO...

A Ha HEM OBlTa TOJTBKO Ta CTPAHHOCTb, KOTOPYI0 OCTaBUI YXKYHIIH, IIOXJIONAB €T0 10 IJIeyYy.

«Iy
3HAYUT...

JluTaH MOYTH He BEPHUJI CBOEY Horafke: Mexny MMmnepatopom Taiiu 1 YKyHIU HOKHA OblTa OBITH
KaKasi-TO CBSI3b!

— Wwmmnepatop Taiin, otnyctuTe MeHs 1 Brnageiky meMoHoB B LlapcTBo nemoHOB. Korma Brapbika
IEMOHOB NIPUMET B ce0s1, 1 BepHYCh B HeOeCcHOe 11apCTBO U pacCKaXKy BaM BCE, YTO BUAEN U CbIIIa!

Wmnepatop Taiiu ocTaHOBUII CepeOpSHBIX BOUHOB, UTOOH He yOuBaTh ero u F1o, 3HAaUUT, OH XOTeN
BBIBEJIATh y HEro uHGpopMaImio o YxyHnnu. Ha 3ToT pa3 cama cynnr0a Oblla Ha €r0 CTOPOHE, ¥ TENEPh
y Hero OBITT KO3BIPh IJ1s1 TeperoBopoB ¢ imneparopom Taiiu:

— HMHayve g He CKaxXy HHU cJoBa!

Kaxk u oxupan JlutaH, [lyaxyaH Tauu HaXMypHUJICS, HO Yepe3 MITHOBEHUE MaxXHYJI PYKOH, ¥ 30J10TOX
CBeT ucyes, OyOTO ero u He OBIJIO.

«o»

JIuTaH, BCE el AOPO02Ka, ITIOCMOTPEII Ha Cepe6p${HbIX BOMHOB, KOTOPEIE OoJibIlle He CO6I/IpaJ'[I/ICI:
HalladaTh, IIOIIPABUJL Er Ha criuHe u HaIIPAaBHUJICA B CTOPOHY L[apCTBa OJEMOHOB.

OxkazaBimuck Haf LlapcTBoM neMoHOB, JIMTaH HaKOHEI] TOYYBCTBOBAI 00JieryeHue.

— JluTan!

JIuTaH, TOJIBKO YTO IIPU3EMJIUBIINCE Y BXOZla B IOKOU, CHOBA IIPUHST YeJI0BeUeCKU O0NIUK U KeCTOM
nokasas MUHBIOHY, YTOOB TOT IOMOT IiepeHecTy Eo BHYyTpb. 3aTeM OH ITOCMOTpeN Ha Yxkubu:



— YT0 TH 37eCh gesaelnb?

— {1 mo4yBCTBOBAJI TBOIO AYXOBHYIO SHEPTHUIO!

Yxubu, yBUneB B3TJAL JIuTaHa, KOTOPBIY CIIpalInBaj, Kak OH MOT y3HATh, UTO 3TO UMEHHO OH,
YBEPEHHO YIBIOHYJICS U CKa3ai:

— SHepl"I/ISI, KOTODPYIO N3JIy4Ya€eT TOJIBKO ITUJINHE.

«.»

JIuTaH NOOCO3HATENIbHO IpefcTaBisan Ykubu Kak dejoBeKa, KOTOPHIM 3a00TUTCS 0 MaJibllile, ¥ 9yTh
He 3a05BL1, UTO ero OCHOBHas paboTa — ynpaBieHrue OeCCMepTHHIMHU 3anucsiMu. OH 3HaI MHOXKECTBO
coOwITuH, mpoucxonusinux B He6ecuom napctse u IlapcTBe 6€CCMEPTHBIX, 0COOEHHO YUUTHIBAS
CKPYTYIE3HOCTb YK1OU, KOTOPHIM OBIJT BHUMATEJIEH K KaXaou Mejiouu. He TONIBKO 0 ero OTIle, HO
[axe o...

— Yxxubu!

—A...al?

Yxkubu OBITT OLIETTOMJIEH BHE3AMTHOM TOPSYHOCTHIO JIuTaHa ¥ HEKOTOPOe BPeMs He MOT IIPUITHU B
cebs1. HakoHell 0H mocMoTpest Ha JIuTaHa U CIIPOCHIT:

— YrT0... 4TO Cciiy4usiocs? IloyemMy TE TaK B3BOJIHOBAH?

— THI...
JIuTaH BCE ellé He MOT coepzKaTh BO30YKAEHUS OT CBOEH [IOTadKU U BHIIAJINIIL:

— ToI 3Haems 9yTo-To 06 MMnepaTope Tanu?

— Wmmnepartope Tauu!?

JIutaH yBuges, Kak YKuOu HaxXMypHUJICS, YCIIBIIIAB 9TO UM, ¥ TIOUYBCTBOBAJI JYPHOE MIpeuyBCTBYUE.
HeticTBuTenbHO, Yk1OK CHayasla ImoKaydas T'OJI0BOM, a 3aTeM B3[OXHYL.

YeMm OrefiHee CTaHOBUIIOCH NTUI0 YxkubH, TEM IiTy6Ke MMOTpyxKajoch cepale JlutaHa.

Haxkonerr, Yxxubu, moxoxe, BCIOMHUIT ¥ coOpasl MBICTTH, ¥ JIUTaH, cIepKuBasi HETaTUBHEIE 9MOIINY,
CIIPOCUIT:

— Yro cnyuyunocs?

Yxkubu C BRIPazKeHHEM, TOBOPSIIIM O TOM, YTO CUTyauus Oblja He M3 JIYYIIUX, CKa3all:



— Yacrts 3anuceit Mmmepartopa Taiiu Ovlna yTepsiHa.

Yku0u BCTIOMHMII, KaK, IPUHSB 3Ty [OKHOCTh, OH 00HapyKuJI, 4To 3anucu [lynxyaHa Taiu Obin
YaCTUYHO YHUUTOXKEHH:

— TToxoxe, OHU OBITTA BEIPBAHHL.. .

— U cmenaHo 9T0 OBIJIO MOCIIEIIHO. ..

QOueHb IIOX0XKE...

U>xnbu CHOBA IIOKAYaJIl TOJIOBOM:

— Torpa s Toxke OB KpaHe 03ajlavyeH...

«K,.»
JIuTaH He 3HAJ, YTO CKa3aTh: OYEeBUAHO, y MMmepaTopa Taiiu ObIIM CBOM CEKPETHL. MOTU 1 OHU

OBITH CBSI3AHEI C BJIQ[IBIKOM TEMOHOB HJIX I‘I}KYHJ'[I/I?

Ho oH He O6bim Yk1buM ¥ He MOT IIPOBEPUTH 3TO, @ 3allUCH YKe OblIM yTepsHbl, 1 YKubu HUUEro He
3HAJ.

— Kro GBI IpegbIyniuM XpaHuTeneM 6eCCMEpPTHBIX 3aucei?

— f He coBceM yBepeH...

Yxubu oKavas rOJI0BOM: IO TOTO KaK OH 3aHSJI 9TY MOJIXKHOCTh, OH GBI HIKOMY HE U3BECTHRIM
MaJIeHbKUM 6eCCMEepPTHRIM BIambKoi. K ToMy &e 3Ta pa6oTa He IIpeArnoaraia MHOTO O0UIEHUS C
[PYTHMHM:

— l'oBopAT, 3TO OBITT MOJIOAOY OECCMEPTHRIN Bllafiblka, KOTOPHIM PEAKO yIIbIOascs.

B xon1e oH no6aBuUl:

— B ¢puoneToBrIx 0gexpax.

910 OBIIIO €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH 3Ha/: Bedb B LlapcTBe 6eCCMEPTHBIX, 32 UCKITIOYEHHEM
BBICOKOITOCTABJIEHHBIX, BCE HOCUIN CUHUE OHEeK[IH.

— OQuO0IeTOBHE ONeX b ! ?

JIuTaH SIBHO 3Han 00 3TOM ¥ IIMPOKO PACKPHLI I'1a3a:

— Tr1 yBepen!?



—A..a?
Yxxubu momyMar, 9To 3TO CTPaHHO, oyeMy JIMTaH Tak OTpearupoBalt:
— 4 yBepeH...

Pa3Be ¢uroneToBLIE OEK IR UMEIOT KaKoe-To 0coboe 3HaUeHue?

— Jlutau?

— 4.

— Mawma...

Korpga JIuTaH X0Tes MPOAOJIKUTH, OH YCIIbIIIAN JeTCKUM TOJI0COK U TYT 3Ke ONMYCTHUJ B3TIAA. TaHu
IIPOTSIHYJI K HEMY CBOM IIyXJIEHbKHE PYUYKHU U YIIBIOHYIICS:

— Mawma, 00HuMu!

Meicnu JIuTaHa TYT XKe MepPeKIYUINCh Ha MaJIblIna: BUTHO, YTO YKuOMU XOPOIIo 3a HUM yXaXKUBaJl.
Osnu ¢ E10 0TCyTCTBOBaIM BCETO HECKOJIBKO JHEM, @ MaJIbIll yKe 3aMeTHO OKpyriuics! OH BHIIIAeN
eré 0oJiee MUJIBIM.

— Mawma?

Vinu maneimt noxo ce0s Ben? [ToueMy MaMa He 0OHUMaeT ero?

TaHmu HaKJIOHUJ TOJIOBY U CHOBA IIPOTSHYJ PYyUKU:

— Maubim xopormuu!

Ha sToT pa3 JlutaH npucen u nogHsaI TaHIu, KOTOPHIM Cpa3y XkKe YMOKHYJI €T0 B IIEKY:

— Mansi ckyuarn no mame!

— QOret...

JIuTaH TOIBKO Havas T'OBOPHUTH, KaK MaJIblll Ipy6o IIpepBasl ero 1 moIpaBUil:

— Mamal!
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