Pagy HeBUHHOTO O60pOTH${ BTAHYTH B BOfIHy MHO2KeCTBO HEBUHHBIX HIOJIefI.

Moxert nu 3T0T KOposib JeMOHOB... AeUCTBUTEILHO IOMOYb eMYy?

KoneuHo, AKus CMOTpeia Ha HEro, Kak Ha Kakoro-To ypopaia.

— TrI x04emb, 4ToOB KOopok 1eMoHO0B momMor Tede?

— Mymaro... ga, — JIyu CHOBa CITafKO YIBIOHYJICS, ¥30 BCeX CHUJI M3MTydasi JOOPOTY, CTOBHO MaTleHbKUMA
aHren B 00nuKe feMoHa. — Co MHO¥ IIPOM30III0 KOe-4T0, 3TO AOoJITrasi UCTOPHs. B obieM, eciu
MOXKHO, Oymab moOp.

Barnsapg AKuu cTan CTPpaHHBIM.

9TOT MajeHbKUYU IEMOH... BO3MOXKHO, XKIeT He caMoe IIPUSTHOe Oymylee.

Ona c coxaneHnuem OTBEPHYJIaCh, B3OJOXHYJIAd, HO BC€ K€ B3MaXHYyJId KPLIJIbAMHU U II0JIETEJIa BIIEPEN:

— Ilownu, cienyi 3a MHOU.

— Bame BennuecTBo, — AKKS TIOYTUTENNBHO OMyCTHJIaCh Ha KOJIEHU B IECATH MeTpax OT TPOHa, ee
KDPBLJIbS OIYCTUJIMCH Ha II0JI, CJIOBHO IIOTEPSB CULY. — 30eCh CTPaHHLIN MaleHbKUM IeMOH, KOTOPHII
X04eT BCTPETUThCA ¢ Bamu.

— He xo0uy.

T'onoc KOpOJ’IH OJEMOHOB OBIJT HU3KHUM U XPHUIIIIBIM, CJIOBHO HAIIOJTHEHHBIM JIBJIOM.

Axus xonebanach, OHa 3aMepJjia Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I, 3aTeM OIIyCTHJIa TOJIOBY ellle HUXKe:

— OH oueHb KpaCI/IBbeL BO3MOXKHO... BEI MOT/IH OBI YOEIUTE €EMYy HEMHOT'O BPDEMEHH, a €CJIK OH Bam
He IIOHPABHUTCs, IIPOCTO IIPOTOHUTE €T0.

—0?

KopoJib IeMOHOB OTKPEUI KPHUIbsI, KOTOPhIE HCIIONIb30Bal KAaK 30HTHK, ¥ B €r0 I'0JI0Ce IOSIBUJICS
MHTEPEC:



— Torma mpuBeOu ero Coaa, S IOCMOTPIO.

— Xoporo.

Axusi KUBHYJa, TIOBEPHYIach ¥ 0OMEHSIach B3TISIIOM C OXPaHOM.

IIBepu 3ajia OTKPHIUIUCE, ¥ JIyu IepecTyIuiI Mopor, Iar 3a I1aroM BXOAs BHYTPE.

Axwus 3apaHee Ipefynpenusa ero, 9To y Kopossi ;eMOHOB MHOTO ITpaBuJI, #, KpoMe camoro Kopoms,
HY O[IMH IEMOH He MOXKEeT MCII0JIb30BaTh KPHIIbS B €0 JBOPIIE.

Koponb eMOHOB JIEHUBO ONHMPajCcT Ha PyKy, APYro¥ pyKou oTOKMBas PUTM Ha MOAJIOKOTHHUKE TPOHA:

— HOCMOTpI/I Ha MeHsI, MaJleHbKHH TEMOH.

JIyu ¢ oXugaHueM B3TIAHYI Ha Koposis IeMOHOB, CBOET0 COpOAXYa.

OH Me[JIeHHO TIOOHSIIT JIUIIO, er0 YePTHl ObIIM CJIIOBHO HAPHCOBAHBI KMCTHIO XYOOXKHUKA, I'YOB ¥ HOC
BLITOYEHEI C I0BEJIMPHON TOYHOCTHIO, OCTPHIN ITOAOOPOIOK C IIJIABHLIMY JTUHUSIMHE, a B TJla3ax
CBeTHIacCh Hafiexka, KoTopas 3acTaBfisgia XOTeTh OOHSTh €er0 ¥ OKPYXKUThL 3a00TOH.

KOpOJ’Ib OJEMOHOB Ha MTHOBEHHKE 3dCThIJI, OH HUKOI'Jd He BUOEJI TAKOT'O0 KPACHUBOT'0O AIEeMOHA:

— THI... OTKyga ThI?

AKXV He3aMeTHO yoanuiiaCh, He U3[0dB HU 3BYKa.

— Bame Bennuectso.

HYI/I CJIETKad CKJIOHHIJI T'OJIOBY, CJIOBO «Bame BenuuecTBO» efBa He 3aCTPLAJIO Y HETO B ropijie.

Benp 3T0 06patieHue OOIXKHO OBLIO IpHHAAJIeKaTh EMY.

— Adus APyroro Mupa, 4 He 3IEIHUN, — OH OTJISAHeN IIOJI, YYBCTBY{, YTO €TI0 rOPOOCTE HE IIO3BOJIAET
€My OIIYCTUTBLCA Ha KOJIEHH, U IIOTOMY IIPOCTO IMIPOUTHOPUPOBAJI STUKET. — A gyMaril... 4To,
BO3MOXKHO, Baiie Benrn4ecTBO CMOXKET IIOMOYDb MHE IMOKUHYTH 3TO MECTO.

I'maza HYI/I IIog CBETOM JIYHHOI'O KaMHSI HE UMEJIX OIIPEeNeJIEeHHOT O IIBE€Ta, HO, BEPOATHO, €TI0
BRIPDazKE€HHE JIHIla OBLII0 HACTOJIBKO HEBUHHEIM, a 1103a TaKOW I0HOM 1 HEOILITHOM, YTO JaXe IIeKH
Ka3aJIMCb HEMHOT'O IIyXJIBIMH...



KOpOHL OJEMOHOB 3aMe)p, u3gaJieKa €ro BEIpaXKeHne OBLITO TPYOHO pa3o6paTb.

3aTeM 3TOT BBICOKUU U CUJIBHBEIA KOPOJIb TPOMKO pacCMesJICs, ero MOIIHEIM ['0JI0C Pa3HecCs 10 BCEMY
3any:

— KoHeuHO, MOU MaJIeHbKU KpaCaBUUK.

— Ioiimem, cneny¥ 3a MHOU. — OH CIIYCTHJICSI C TPOHA, MOAOIIEN K JIyH, clierka HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOOH
PaccMoOTpeTh ero JIUIO, a 3aTeM IIOBEPHYJICS U OTKPHII apOYHYIO IBEPb.

HYH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK BHYTPH HET'0 YTO-TO C2KaJIOCh, ¥ OH IT10ZKaJIEJI O CBOEM VMIIYJIbCUBHOCTH.

Ha nuie KOpOJ’IH OEMOHOB OH YBHUIEII KaJHOCTE.

U xemnanue.

3a aquHOfI OBEPBIO Obl7la TEMHAs Y3Kas OJOPOXKKa, 0e3 emMHOTO UCTOYHUKA CBETA.

Jlyu mocnenosan 3a KoponeM, 3arisiHy BHYTPb, 3aTeM OCTaHOBUIICS:

— Moxer... MoXeT, Baire BenuuecTso, JIy4dIie He Haao.

9TO MECTO BHITISAOENO0 CIHUIITKOM CTPAIIHO!

[Touemy Bo mBopIie Kopossi meMOHOB He GBIIIO HU Kalljiu yioTa?

TponuHKa Kasanach MeCTOM, Te 00KTalIK YyHNOoBUIla, ¥ JIyu MOYyBCTBOBaN cTpax. Ero 3pauku
Ipo3Kau, ¥ OH CHefias Iar Ha3af, TOTOBHIM yOexKaTs.

— ManenbpKuii KpacaByuk, — KOpob JeMOHOB YCMEXHYJICS, U OTPOMHAas KjIeTKa MTHOBEHHO
okpyxwuina Jlyu. — Pa3 yX Tl 37ieCh, laBal IPOBeeM BpeMs BMecTe? Korpaa s Haurparwch, s IOMOTY
TeOe BEPHYTHCS NOMOM.

<, .»

['ma3a Jlyu MrHOBEHHO HAIOJIHUJIUCH CJI€3aMHU.

OH He MoT HO6€I[I/ITB KOpOJ’IH OJEMOHOB M3 3TOT'0O MHPA — €CJIM OH IIPABUJIEHO IIOHAJI, KagHBIN KOpOJ’IL,
KazXeTCs, UCIIBITEIBAJI K HEMY I'DA3HEBIE KEJIaHU .



Cre3sl TEKJIM 110 ero LeKaM, Kamnas Ha IIaJKui MOJL.

Ob6una.

qYBCTBO, KOTOpPO€ OH COEPZKHUBAJI C CaAMOTI'0 Ha4aJla, IIOOHAJIOCE U3 T'PYOH U 3aXJIECTHYIIO €ro.

[ToueMy u3-3a TOTO, UYTO OH KPACUBHIY, OH [OJIXKEH IIOABEPraThCs TaKUM B3rnsagaM? CMOTpPETh Ha
HETO C TAaKUM T'PSI3HBEIM BHIPaXKEHUEM, OCKOPOIISITh €ro.

OH ¢ TakuM TpynoM mobpasics no LlapcTBa 4eMOHOB, IyMasi, YTO HAaKOHEI] CMOXKET BEPHYTLCS B CBOM
21eM, HO...

MarseHbKHH IeMOH CTOSIT Ha MeCTe, He COMPOTHBIASACh. OH JIUIIb THXO PHIOAJ, CJIe3H IMafaiu, Kak
OyCHI.

OH CJIOBHO TOTYCKHEJI, OMYCTHUJI TOJIOBY, AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH CIIYCKaJIUCh T10 IrleKaM, 00BUBasi KPbLIbs
3a CIIMHOMH.

— ...HT0... 4TO IpOUCXOOUT?

Kopomnb neMoHOB 0BT OIIIeIOMIIEH.

OH pacTepsics, He 3Has, YTO OejIaTh.

MoxeT, BEIIYCTUTH €ro?

Ho 3T0 6b1I0 OBI CIMINKOM PACTOYHTEIBHO.. .

— ...He nmaus, — oH CMOTpPEII Ha MaJIEHBKOT'0 IeMOHA, TUXO IIJIaYyIIero, 1 IO4YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro
cepaone CKXUMaAETCA. — Mens 30BYyT Annal, MOXeT... MOXKET, JaBall HAYHEM CHadaia?

Jlyu mokayas rojoBoii, He CKa3aB HHU CJIOBa, CJIOBHO IOTEPS Aap peuyu. OH Me[JIeHHO OIyCTHUJICS Ha
1107, yTKHYBIIKUCH JINIIOM B KoJieHH, 3a05IB 0 Koposie 1eMOHOB 1 000 BCEM OCTAJIbHOM, CJIOBHO
MaJIeHbKUM O0MXKEHHBIN TUPOXKOK:

— He cMoTpu Ha MeHs, g He I1avy!
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Apnnait mogHsT OPOBB, IOYECaB TOAOOPOIOK.



[Toxoxke, Akus Oblza ITpaBa, 3TOT MAJIEHbKUH IeMOH JeHCTBUTENIbHO CTPAHHBIH.

W meicTBUTENBHO... 0OYeHb KPACUBHIM, CIIUIIIKOM KPaCHBBIM.

3noBenmy 1 XafHbM 00pa3 Koposs meMoHOB Afijias pyxXHYyJI, OH yOpan KJIeTKY U IPHUCETT PALOM C
Jlyu, ocTy4as 110 I0Jy:

— 91 He mpuuuHIO TebOe Bpemna.

HYI/I IIOCMOTPEII Ha Annasi CKBO3b CJI€3HL.

— IIpocTo mpoBenu co MHOM HECKOJIBKO OHEW, a TIOTOM 5 OTITyIy Tebs.

— Bame BenuuectBo, Ha [Tone 6uTBH [IeBsiTu HeOeC BOSHUKIU IIPOOIIEMEI.

Akus 6e3 epeMOHUH BOIIIA B IOKOU, UTHOPHUPYS JIeAsiHOM B3risam Kopors:

— Hapetrocs, Bel cMOXeTe B3T/IAHYTh Ha CUTYalAI0 TaM.

— Kakue npo6nemsr?

Apnmaii B35 HeOOJIBIION KyCcOUeK IIUpora U MPOTSHYT ero JIyu, mpexae 4eM II0BEePHYThCS:

— Ecnu 3T0 He oYeHb BaxkHO, s 0TPYOITI0 Tebe KPHITIO.
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Axnsa OIIyCTHIJIa I'OJIOBY, CTapasiaChk HE CMOTPETH Ha IIPONUCXOOAINEe B TIOKOAX:

— C mepemoBoi COOOIIUIM, YTO KITaH 6ECCMEPTHEIX TaKXKe YIaCTBYEeT B 9TOH 0XOTe.

— Besymue!

Apnaii yoapui KyJIaKoM II0 CTOJTY, 3acTaBuB JIyu B3OporHyTh. OH MOBEPHYJICS, morIamun JIyu mo
TOJIOBE, @ 3aTEM CHOBA ITOCMOTPEJI Ha AKHIO:

— 4 moeny ¢ To60¥, a TH 103a60OTHCSA O HEM.



— Xopoio, — AKus KMBHYA, B3TJIAHYB Ha JIyu, a 3aTeM BHIIIJIa U3 IIOKOEB O AaBJIeHUEeM B3TJjIdaa
Anmnas.

— IToxoxke, MHe TIpUAETCS HEHAONTo YUTH, — KOpoJib HEMOHOB YCMEXHYJICS, BEITJISAIEB OUeHb
3noBemie. — JIyu, mpaBga? Trl OCTAHEIIbCS 3[eCh U OYHellb XKOaTh MOETO BO3BPAIIEHUS.

Jlyu: «...»

3ayeM MHe XKOaThb TBOETro BO3BpaH_IeHI/IH?

Apayt OBICTPO TTOKMHYJTI ITIOKOM, BUOUMO, y4acTHe KilaHa 6eccMepTHHIX Ha [Tone 6uTBsl [IeBaTH HebeC
OBLIIO HE MTYCTSIKOM.

Jlyu mopmep TonoBy PYKOH, TTISIAs Ha MaJleHbKUM CTOJI ITepef] HUM, Ha KOTOPOM OBLIM pacCTaBIEHEI
BCEBO3MOXKHBbIE [JeJIMKaTeChl, a Ha Kpalo faxe CUMell Pa3HOIBETHLIM [T0NyTail, TaCKOBO Tepebs ero
pYKaB.

Koposb meMOoHOB Iepes yX0OoM YCTaHOBHUJI 3aIlUTHEIHM Oaphep BOKPYT IMIOKOEB, U 3TA POCKOIIHO
oOcTaBNeHHasi KOMHAaTa IIpeBpaTUiIach B U3BICKAHHYIO KIIETKY.

He Jiy4iie, 9eM Ta IIPOCTas XKeJie3Hasd KJIeTKa.

Bapnep Bce ellle OB CIIUIIKOM CHUJIEH [JIS €T0 TEKYIIUX CUJI, HO 3TO fajo JIyu yBepeHHOCTh, UTO
Annayt merdcTBUTENIBLHO 001alaeT Marueu, CrioCO6HOM OTKPBITh MEXXKMUPHEBIE OapbepHhI.

EouHCTBEHHOE, 0 4eM €My HYXKHO OBITIO IMOAyMaTh, 3TO KadK IIEPEKUTL BpEMs, KOTOPOE Annai Ha3Ban
«HUTPaMM».

COmpOTHUBIATECS 10 CMEPTH?

Jlyu MHCTUHKTUBHO HaAIIPaBUJI MaruyecKuil 3apsig Ha 6apbep, OCTaBIEHHBIA AflJTaeM.

Huuero He U3MeHUJIOCH.
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Ckopee Bcero, oH OyfeT CBsI3aH, IIPeX/e YeM YCIIeeT COMPOTUBIATHCS.

Bo3moxHo...
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